
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 

BETHEL FIRE DEPARTMENT 

May 12, 2026 

Members of the Board Present: Mayor Carl Wilson, Mayor Pro-Tem Camilla Griggs, 

Commissioner Cassandra Conger, Commissioner Elvis Jones, Commissioner Thomas Lilley, 

Commissioner Fred Whitehurst 

Members of the Board Absent: None 

Staff Present: Interim Town Manager, D. Scott Elliott, Clerk, Linda Sheppard, and Deputy Clerk, 

Jalissa Griggs 

Constituents: County Commissioner Mary Perkins Williams, Chase Colson, Dana Rogister, 

Jerone Coward, Rivers and Associates, Inc., Ben Williams and Scott Godefroy 

Start Time: 6:12PM 

Stormwater Drainage Discussion: 

It was announced that Rivers and Associates, Inc. has four (4) alternative proposals to present as 

a follow-up to their original presentation of the four options. This is for Ditch Line 3. 

Scott Godefroy presented a map of alternatives to address the finishing on cleaning the east-west 

canal (Attachment A) and a handout describing each of the four alternatives (Attachment B).  

Interim Town Manager asked if there were components that were not included in the projected 

price cost? Scott Godefroy noted that easement acquisitions were not included in the projected 

price cost. 

Ben Williams noted that attorney fees for filing easements, etc. could be included in the $10,000 

allocated to Legal & Administration fees line item. 

Mr. Williams gave an update on the Stormwater Utility Rate Study. Phase I is underway and 

included calculating the average impervious area on a residential lot as well as classifying an 

ERU (Equivalent Residential Unit) for non-single-family residential parcels. 

Interim Town Manager referenced Attachment C for a fund balance analysis of future project 

needs. This was presented in reference of how the Town would pay to address Ditch Line 3. 

Interim Town Manager asked if there were any laterals in Town that has the same need as the one 

being addressed? Scott Godefroy noted that he was not aware of any other laterals. 

Commissioner Jones asked what the Town’s liability was if these issues were not generally 

resolved. It was noted that Town negligence could be grounds for legal action against the Town. 

Commissioner Whitehurst asked if Alternative 4 was selected, would that limit the Town in 

future affairs? It was noted that this was a 10-year plan and the hope is for expenses to be paid 



via grants and collecting Stormwater fees, to which it should not affect future affairs of the 

Town. 

It was announced that Golden Leaf created a one-million-dollar appropriation to small Towns for 

Stormwater. 

Citizen, Dana Rogister asked if the Town applied last year for Stormwater-related grants. It was 

stated that the Town did not, as there were no grants appropriated for it by the State. 

Interim Town Manager recapped that the Board approved a contract with Carolina Earth Movers 

and progress was made. However, the work was put on hold once it was discovered that there 

were more components to be analyzed. Rivers and Associates came up with four (4) alternatives 

to address those components. 

Mayor Wilson explained that if only one issue is addressed, it will not resolve the issue in 

another place. 

Commissioner Lilley stated that if he has permission, he will dig the ditch himself that is located 

directly behind his residence. 

Mayor Wilson suggested cleaning out the drains at the Rogister’s residence. Ben Williams agreed 

it would be beneficial. Mrs. Rogister asked how much would that cost? Interim Town Manager 

noted that the Town of Farmville has committed to providing a vac truck and personnel at no 

cost. 

Commissioner Whitehurst questioned the cost of Alternative 4. Interim Town Manager noted that 

the Town has the means to complete Alternative 4, however, he asked if it’s the Board’s wishes 

to spend the money on Alternative 4 when there is an overall cost of over $3.9 million dollars to 

complete the entire project. 

Scott Godefroy noted that it would be some time before things would be underway as there is 

paperwork to complete. 

Commissioner Conger asked how many properties would be affected with Alternative 4 and Ben 

Williams noted eight (8) properties. 

Chase Colson noted a property close to his residence that has heirs in different states. Ben 

Williams noted that the condemnation process could be explored in that case. 

Dana Rogister asked about the orange fencing in her yard as well as all over Town that has been 

there for over a year. Mayor Wilson stated that he will take this into consideration of getting it 

completed in a timely manner. 

Commissioner Whitehurst made a motion to approve Alternative 4 at a cost of $220,397.12 

from fund balance, Commissioner Lilley seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously. 

Interim Town Manager asked if there were any grants on the State level available for Stormwater 

and Scott Godefroy stated he had not heard of any at the time. 

Draft Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 26-27: 



Interim Town Manager presented a PowerPoint of the draft/proposed budget for the Fiscal Year 

2026-2027 that included a current fee schedule, a line-item detail Budget Worksheet from Town 

Hall’s processing software, a Revenue and Expense pie chart, and a draft Budget Ordinance. (See 

Attachment D). 

Interim Town Manager further elaborated on the Mayor’s requested stipend increase of 

$400/month for a total of $700. Travel and expenses stipend would remain at $300/month. 

Commissioner Whitehurst expressed concerns about setting a precedence, defining Mayoral 

duties, and suggested that travel be documented going forward. Commissioner Lilley expressed 

his concerns about the Mayor’s requested compensation. 

It was suggested that the Mayor give a report at the regular monthly meetings. 

Interim Town Manager sought the Board for a consensus on the Mayor’s compensation to be 

placed in the proposed budget. 

Commissioner Jones casted a vote to take the Mayor’s compensation to $500 for Mayor 

regular compensation and $300 for a travel and expenses stipend, Commissioner Conger 

concurred with a Mayoral report at the monthly meetings, and Mayor Pro-Tem Griggs 

concurred, Commissioner Lilley and Commissioner Whitehurst did not concur. It was 

concluded to adjust the Mayor’s compensation to $500 for Mayor regular compensation and 

$300 for a travel and expenses stipend in the proposed budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 26-27 and 

include a Mayoral report at the regular monthly meetings. 

Commissioner Lilley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:42pm, Mayor Pro Tem Griggs 

seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

________________________________  

Mayor, Carl Wilson  

ATTEST:  

 

 

_____________________________________  

Linda Sheppard, Town Clerk  

 
_____________________ 
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