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I. Introduction

Our father Adam (peace be upon him) was the first human being created by
Allah, the Exalted, and appointed as His vicegerent on earth. He was a
prophet who worshipped Allah alone without associating any partners with
Him. This is confirmed in the hadith in which the Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings be upon him) was asked about Adam: 'Was he a
prophet?' He replied, 'Yes, a prophet who was spoken to. Allah created him
with His own hand and then breathed into him His spirit.

There is no doubt that the Prophet of Allah, Adam (peace be upon him), was
a Muslim who submitted to Allah and followed His guidance. He conveyed to
his children what he had received from his Lord and made them aware of his
Islam and his creed. His children accepted these teachings and passed them
down from generation to generation. For several generations after Adam
(peace be upon him), people knew nothing but the monotheism of Allah as
their creed and submission to Him as their religion.

Scholars have interpreted Allah’s saying: 'Mankind was [of] one religion'
[Qur’an 2:213] to mean that they were upon guidance, that's to say, upon the
pure religion of monotheism. They remained on this religion for about a
thousand years. This is supported by what Al-Tabari narrated from a group
of the early generations, who said: 'Between Adam and Noah were ten
centuries, all on the true religion.

Then the first deviation in the belief of monotheism occurred they began to
worship idols and gradually drifted away from the religion of tawhid. So
Allah sent many prophets and messengers to bring humanity back to the
right path and to judge between them regarding their disputes. Allah said
concerning this: "Then Allah sent the prophets as bringers of good tidings
and warners and sent down with them the Scripture in truth to judge
between the people concerning that in which they differed.' [Qur’an 2:213].




Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 'Between Adam and
Noah were ten generations, all of them following the true religion. Then
they differed, so Allah sent the prophets as bringers of glad tidings and
as warners.

Thus, humanity did not know idol worship or the making of statues
until a thousand years after the Prophet of Allah, Adam (peace be upon
him). The first people to make statues in human history were the people
of Noah. Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) explained the
meaning of Allah’s statement: 'And they said, 'Never leave your gods
and never leave Wadd or Suwa‘ or Yaghuth and Ya‘uq and Nasr" [Qur’an
71:23]. He said: 'These were the names of righteous men from among
the people of Noah. When they died, Satan inspired their people to set
up monuments at the places where they used to sit and to name them
after them. They did so, but they were not worshiped at first. However,
when that generation passed away and knowledge was forgotten, they
began to be worshiped.'

Ibn Jarir said in his Tafsir: 'They were righteous men between Adam
and Noah who had followers who looked up to them. They said, "If we
depict them, it will make us more eager to worship when we remember
them." So they created images of them. When those people died and
others came after them, Satan crept in and said: "They used to worship
these people and seek rain through them," so they began to worship
them.

And so, to this very day, humanity has wallowed in the mire of
ignorance (Jahiliyyah), as its people have come to revere stones carving
them into idols and taking them as deities besides Allah. They plead to
them, hoping their intercession will bring them closer to Allah,
forgetting or choosing to ignore that these idols can neither benefit nor
harm, can neither give nor withhold. They are nothing but lifeless
stones, void of power or might.




Allah the Almighty says: 'And they worship besides Allah that which
neither harms them nor benefits them, and they say, "These are our
intercessors with Allah." Say, Do you inform Allah of something He
does not know in the heavens or on the earth Exalted is He and high
above what they associate with Him.' [Qur’an 10:18]"

Although Allah, the Exalted, has honored and distinguished human
beings above other creatures granting them both visible and hidden
blessings and creating them upon a pure and sound natural disposition
(fitrah) many people have deviated from this innate path. They chose
misguidance, following Satan instead. Yet despite this, Allah’s care for
the children of Adam never ceased. Whenever they strayed from the
truth and moved away from the straight path by following Satan, Allah
would send down His guidance to illuminate the darkness for them.

Allah says: 'Then We sent Our messengers in succession. Every time a
messenger came to his people, they denied him, so We made them
follow one another [to destruction] and made them stories. So away
with a people who do not believe.' [Qur’an 23:44]".




1. Idols: Linguistically and Terminologically

o Linguistically: It is an object carved from wood, silver, copper or

stone, often fashioned for the purpose of worship or veneration.

« Terminologically: It is that which is carved in the likeness of

one of God’s created, whether it is worshipped besides God or not.

Ibn Sidah said: "It is something carved from wood or made from silver
or copper.” The term sanam and its plural asnam frequently appear in
hadith, referring to whatever is taken as a deity besides Allah. Some
scholars differentiate by saying that if it has a physical body or image,
it is called a sanam (idol); if it has neither body nor image, it is called
a wathan (a general object of worship, often abstract).

II1. The History of Idols in the Arabian

Peninsula
e —8—88N—

A large portion of the Arabs of the Peninsula originally followed the religion
of Abraham (peace be upon him), which was known at the time as the Hanif
religion (pure monotheism). Historical accounts agree that Amr ibn Luhayy
al-Khuzai was the first to bring idols into the Arabian Peninsula and to
encourage people to worship them. He exploited his influential position as a

leader of Mecca—whose word carried weight—and his considerable wealth.



Before him, the Arabian Peninsula followed the religion of the Prophet
Ibrahim (Abraham, peace be upon him). When the tribe of Khuza‘ah, to
which ‘Amr belonged, defeated the Jurhum tribe—which had held
custodianship over the Ka‘bah (the Sacred House)—Khuza‘ah assumed
control, and ‘Amr became leader of both his tribe and Mecca. This
marked a dangerous turning point in the religious history of the
Peninsula.

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said in his book Al-Jawab al-Sahih
liman Baddala Din al-Masih ("The Correct Response to Those Who
Altered the Religion of the Messiah"):

"The Arabs, including the descendants of Ishmael and others who lived
near the Ancient House (Ka‘bah), which was built by Abraham and
Ishmael, remained monotheists (Hanifs) following the religion of
Abraham—until some rulers from Khuza‘ah changed their religion. The
first to do so was ‘Amr ibn Luhayy, who introduced polytheism and
began prohibiting things that Allah had not prohibited.

Ibn Hisham recounts the moment of religious transformation in his
book Al-Sirah al-Nabawiyyah (The Prophetic Biography) as follows:
Amr ibn Luhayy once traveled from Mecca to the region of al-Sham
(Greater Syria) on some personal business. When he arrived in Ma’ab,
in the land of al-Balqa’, where the Amalekites were living at the time,
he saw them worshipping idols. He asked them, “What are these idols
that I see you worshipping?” They replied, “These are idols we
worship; we seek rain through them, and they send us rain; and we
seek victory through them, and they grant us victory.

He then said to them, “Will you give me one of these idols so I may
take it to the land of the Arabs for them to worship it?” So they gave
him an idol called Hubal. He brought it back to Mecca, set it up in
front of the Ka‘bah, and ordered the people to worship and venerate it.




Amr ibn Luhayy actively worked to spread idol worship throughout the
Arabian Peninsula. He took advantage of the arrival of tribal
delegations coming for pilgrimage (Hajj) and imposed idol worship
upon them. Idol worship continued in Arabia until the advent of the
Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him)and the spread
of Islam. The Companions of the Prophet later removed the idols from
the region during the Islamic conquests.

As for the fate that awaited ‘Amr ibn Luhayy as punishment for
introducing paganism, the Prophet mentioned it in a hadith. Abu
Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allahsaid:

"I saw Amr ibn Amir al-Khuza‘ dragging his intestines in the
Hellfire."

IV. Idols and Statues After the Conquest of

Mecca

Islam emerged in the Arabian Peninsula, and one of its fundamental
beliefs was the oneness of Allah (Tawhid). The Arabs, along with other
nations, had various ways and means of worshiping idols. The message

of Islam called all people to worship Allah alone and to abandon the
worship of anyone or anything other than Him, including saints,
righteous individuals, and the idols, statues, and images they created.
This call to monotheism is not new; it has been the core message of the
prophets sent by Allah to guide humanity.

Allah the Exalted says: "And We certainly sent to every nation a
messenger, saying, 'Worship Allah and avoid false gods." [Qur’an
16:36].



In the month of Ramadan, in the eighth year of the Hijrah, Allah
granted victory to His Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him)
with the conquest of Mecca, which was the greatest of victories. By it,
Allah honored His religion and His Messenger, and people entered the
religion of Allah in multitudes. The Prophet (peace and blessings be
upon him)entered the Sacred Mosque, surrounded by his companions.
He touched the Black Stone and performed the Tawaf
(circumambulation) of the Ka‘bah. Around the Ka‘bah were three
hundred and sixty idols. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon
him) began striking those false gods scattered around the Ka‘bah with
a stick, reciting the words of Allah: "And say, 'The truth has come, and
falsehood has vanished. Indeed, falsehood is ever bound to vanish."
[Qur’an 17:81]. The idols fell face down to the ground.

This event is mentioned in many hadiths, including one narrated by
Ibn Mas‘ud (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: "The Prophet
(peace and blessings be upon him) entered Mecca, and around the
Ka‘bah were three hundred and sixty idols. He began striking them
with a stick in his hand, saying: 'The truth has come, and falsehood has
vanished. Indeed, falsehood is ever bound to vanish.' The caller in
Mecca announced: 'Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should
not leave any idol in his house without breaking it”

After the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) purified the
Sacred House (the Ka‘bah) from idols, he began to destroy all the idols
around it. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)commanded
his companions to destroy the idols wherever they were found. Thus,
the many expeditions (Sarayas) that the Prophet (peace and blessings
be upon him) sent after the conquest of Mecca were specifically aimed
at demolishing these idols and purifying the Arabian Peninsula from

polytheism and its manifestations.




One of these expeditions was led by Khalid ibn al-Walid (may Allah be
pleased with him) to Al-‘Uzza, the greatest idol among the Quraysh
and the tribe of Kinanah. Another expedition was led by ‘Amr ibn
al-‘As (may Allah be pleased with him) to Sawa°‘, a statue that belonged
to the people of Noah (peace be upon him) and was later associated
with the tribe of Hudhail. This idol had been venerated by Hudhail,
and they even used to pilgrimage to it until the conquest of Mecca. A
third expedition was led by Sa‘d ibn Zayd al-Ashhali (may Allah be
pleased with him) to Manat, the oldest of all idols, which was situated
by the Red Sea in Qudayd, between Mecca and Medina. The Arabs used
to venerate this idol and even named some of their children after it,
such as ‘Abd Manat. All the Arabs honored it and slaughtered animals
in its name. Each of these companions carried out their mission with
complete dedication.

V. The Ruling on Statues in Islam

There is no disagreement among scholars regarding the prohibition of
making statues (sculptures of living beings). The hadiths on this
matter are numerous and varied. Some of them indicate that the
creators of statues will receive the severest punishment on the Day of
Judgment. Other hadiths curse the creators of statues, mention that
angels do not enter a house where there are statues, and command the
obliteration of images until they become like lifeless objects or are
rendered insignificant. Some hadiths criticize the nations before us
for creating statues of the righteous, and others indicate that making
statues of the righteous was a precursor to polytheism.




The hadiths and incidents that indicate the prohibition of creating
statues are conclusive and widely transmitted. Among them are:

o The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) destroyed the
statues that were inside the Ka‘bah, on its roof, and around it. He
personally broke some of them with his blessed hands. This is
mentioned in many hadiths. Additionally, he sent his companions
to destroy the idols outside Mecca, as mentioned in the previous
paragraph.

« Narrated by Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her):
Umm Salama (may Allah be pleased with her) mentioned to the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) about a
church she had seen in Abyssinia, which contained pictures. The
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)replied:

“Those people, when a righteous man or servant of Allah dies
among them, they build a mosque over his grave and make
pictures in it. They are the worst of creation in the sight of
Allah."”

Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani said: "This hadith provides evidence for the
prohibition of making statues."” (Fath al-Bari, 1/525).

o Narrated by Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him): The
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) narrated from his
Lord, Allah the Exalted, that He said:

“Who is more unjust than the one who tries to create like My

creation? Let them create a particle, or a grain, or a barley seed.”




Imam al-Nawawi explained: As for the words of the Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him) : 'Let them create a particle, a grain, or a
barley seed,' the term 'particle' (dhara) is pronounced with an open 'd’
and a double 'r'. It refers to a particle that contains life and moves by
itself, like the particles that are the creation of Allah. Similarly, let
them create a grain of wheat or barley, meaning they should create a
grain that has taste, can be eaten, planted, and grows like the grains
that Allah creates. This is an impossible task, as no one but Allah
Almighty can bring forth life and living plants from nothing." (Sharh
Muslim, 14/81)

o Narrated by Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with both of them):
A man asked him about the ruling on making statues for the
purpose of earning money. Ibn Abbas replied, quoting the words
of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) :"Every creator
of statues will be in the Hellfire. For every statue he created, a
soul will be made for it, and it will torment him in Hell." The man
then became distressed, his face turning pale. Ibn Abbas (may
Allah be pleased with him) said to him, "Woe to you! If you insist
on making statues, then make images of trees and anything that
does not contain a soul."

e The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said: "O Aisha,
the people who will receive the most severe punishment on the
Day of Judgment are those who try to imitate the creation of
Allah.”

In another narration, he (peace and blessings be upon him)
said:"The owners of these statues will be punished on the Day
of Judgment, and it will be said to them, 'Bring to life what

you have created.”



e Narrated by Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him):
I heard the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him)

say:

"The angels do not enter a house in which there are statues
or images."

o Narrated by Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her): She bought a
cushion that had images on it. When the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings be upon him) saw it, he stood at the door and did not
enter. She could see the dislike on his face. She said, "O Messenger of
Allah, I repent to Allah and to His Messenger. What have I done
wrong?" The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)asked, "What
is this cushion?" She replied, "I bought it for you to sit on and rest
your head on." The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) then
said: "The owners of these images will be punished, and it will be said
to them, 'Bring to life what you have created." Then he (peace and
blessings be upon him)added: 'The house that contains images will not
have angels entering it."

o Narrated by Abu al-Hayyaj al-Asadi: Ali (may Allah be pleased with
him) said to me: "Shall I not send you on a mission like the one the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) sent me on?
Do not leave any statue without obliterating it, and do not leave any

raised grave without leveling it."

Ibn Taymiyyah said: He commanded him to erase two types of
images: the image that represents a dead person, and the statue that
is placed above his grave, for shirk occurs through both of these.
(Majmu' al-Fatawa, 17/462).

Ibn al-Qayyim said: The term 'statues' is the plural of 'statue,’ and it

refers to the depicted images. (Al-Fawa'id, 196)




VI. Statues Permitted in Islam

1. Statues and Idols in the Temples of Non-Muslims (People
of the Book and Others)

These refer to statues and idols found in the places of worship of the
People of the Book (Ahl al-Dhimma) and those in similar statuses,
such as the statues in the churches of the Christians, the temples of the
Magians (Zoroastrians), the worship places of the Sabians, and
Buddhist temples. Islam allows the People of the Book to practice their
own beliefs, which may include polytheism and idol worship, and
therefore, Muslims are not to interfere with the statues, idols, or

images found in their places of worship, tombs, or homes.

This was the consensus of the companions of the Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him) , and evidence for this is found in the incident
where the Christians of Sham (Greater Syria) prepared a meal for
Umar ibn al-Khattab and invited him to dine in their church. Umar
instructed Ali ibn Abi Talib and the Muslims to go and accept the
invitation When they entered the church, Ali (may Allah be pleased
with him) looked at the statues and remarked, "What harm is there if

the Commander of the Believers enters andeats?".

Ibn Qudamah commented: "This was an agreement among them that

entering such places, even with images or statues present, is

permissible."




2. Playing with Dolls

The majority of scholars made an exception to the prohibition of

creating and having statues for the purpose of making dolls for young
girls. This opinion is held by the Maliki, Shafi'i, and Hanbali schools of
thought, and it was reported by Al-Qadi 'Iyad as being the view of most
scholars. Imam Nawawi also supported this view in his explanation of
Sahih Muslim. They allowed such dolls, whether they were in the shape

of a human or an animal, whether they were solid or non-solid.

The scholars based this exception on the hadith of Aisha (may Allah be
pleased with her) who said: I used to play with dolls in the presence of
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), and I had friends who
played with me, When the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)
would enter, they would hide from him, and he would signal for them to

come to me and play.

In another narration, she said: "When the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings be upon him) returned from the Ghazwah of Tabuk or
Khaybar, there was a curtain in my room. A wind blew and lifted part of
the curtain, revealing my dolls. The Prophet (peace and blessings be
upon him) asked, 'What is this, O Aisha?' I replied, 'These are my
daughters." He noticed a horse among the dolls, with wings made of
patches, and said, 'What is this I see among them?' I said, 'It is a horse.'
He asked, 'And what is that on it?' I replied, 'Wings.' He said, 'A horse
with wings?' I responded, 'Did you not hear that Solomon had horses
with wings?' The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) laughed so

hard that I saw his molars."




Al-Qadi Iyad (may Allah have mercy on him) said: This hadith shows
the permissibility of playing with dolls and the exemption of such dolls
from the prohibition on images. It also highlights the educational
value in allowing young girls to play with dolls, as it helps in training
them to look after themselves, their homes, and their children. The
scholars have permitted the buying and selling of dolls, and they did
not oppose the markets selling them. However, it is reported that
Imam Malik disliked the purchase of dolls.

Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar said: This hadith is cited as evidence for the
permissibility of making dolls for the purpose of girls playing with
them. This is considered an exception to the general prohibition on
creating images. Al-Qadi 'Iyad confirmed this and reported it as the
view of the majority of scholars. They allowed the sale of dolls for
young girls to help train them from an early age in managing their
homes and caring for their children.

3.Images of Trees, Stones, and Non-Living Thing

The scholars have unanimously agreed on the permissibility of

creating images of trees, stones, and other non-living things.




VII. Examples of forbidden statues

The following models of statues are considered forbidden in Islam
because they depict sculptures in the form of humans or animals. This
constitutes an imitation of God's creation of beings with souls. Islam
views the making of such statues as a potential pathway to polytheism
and strongly condemns their use. Scholars have unanimously agreed
on their prohibition, and God Almighty, through the words of His
Prophet (peace be upon him), has warned and threatened those who
sculpt or depict such images.

This image shows a human
statue, which is among the
statues prohibited in Islam.
This prohibition is not
limited to a jurisprudential
issue; rather, it extends to
matters of faith (‘aqidah).
This is because Allah alone
has the exclusive right to
create and shape His creation
in the best form. Thus,
making such images is seen
as an imitation of Allah’s
creation.
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The image shows a statue in the form of an animal, which is one of
God's creations possessing a soul. Such statues are prohibited by
Allah, and Islamic law has warned against them, considering them a

means that could lead to polytheism.
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The image shows a series of fourteen large bronze sculptures depicting
the stages of fetal development. These sculptures combine elements
that corrupt Islamic belief, as they fall under the category of forbidden
statues—considered among the gravest prohibitions—and also involve

financial impropriety due to their extravagant cost.




The statues depict a group of camels, both large and small,

representing living beings with souls, which are prohibited by Allah.
They are considered forbidden in Islam because they are sculptures in

the form of animals.




The image shows a sculpture in the shape of a rooster, which falls

under the category of unanimously prohibited statues in Islam.




The image shows a statue representing a falcon, which is a living being

with a soul, and is unanimously prohibited in Islam.




The image depicts a statue of a horse, which is religiously prohibited

as it represents one of God's creations with a soul.




These images depict living beings with souls, which are prohibited.




The image shows sculptures of sea creatures, and these sculptures are

considered prohibited in Islam.




The sculpture depicts an idol in the form of a masked human head,

which is prohibited in Islam.




The image appears to depict a living creature, which is prohibited due

to its resemblance to animals.
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The statue depicts a human finger, and this representation is

prohibited because it portrays one of the parts of living beings with

souls.




This image shows sculptures of human hands, and these sculptures fall

under what Islam prohibits because they resemble the creation of

Allah of living beings with souls.




VIII. Conclusion

The issue of making statues is not limited to being a jurisprudential
matter, but extends to matters of belief. This is because Allah Almighty
is the only one who has the exclusive right to create and shape His
creatures in the best of forms. Hence, the act of creating statues is
considered akin to imitating Allah's creation. This matter also relates
to belief, as it concerns taking these idols as deities to be worshipped
besides Allah, which contrasts with the misconception many people
have that such statues, particularly pictures, have become permissible
simply because there is no one worshiping idols or images in this era.
This misconception is refuted from several angles, which are as

follows:

o The texts regarding the prohibition of statues Some of the texts
that prohibit statues are general and not restricted by any specific
reason or wisdom, while others explicitly mention the reason for

the prohibition.

o Idols and Statues are still Worshiped in This Era The statute of
Jesus and his mother Mary are worshiped in churches, even the
cross is bowed to and hung in homes for veneration and
glorification. Statues of leaders are uncovered, and people bow
their heads when passing by them, as seen in America, France,
Russia, and the statues of leaders in North Korea, China, Turkey,
and other places. Statues placed in the streets are worshiped by

passersby, who bow and revere them.

29




Unfortunately, the Idea of Statues Has Spread to Some Islamic
Countries Sadly, the idea of statues has spread to some Islamic
countries, where they have imitated others by placing statues in their
streets. Statues continue to be erected in Islamic countries, whereas it
would have been more appropriate to spend this money on building
mosques, schools, hospitals, and charitable organizations, as these
would provide far greater benefit and utility.

Reminder

We have presented evidence for the prohibition of statues and their
possession based on authentic hadiths from the Prophet (peace be
upon him), as well as citations from prominent scholars of this Ummah
from the blessed generations and some later scholars. We welcome any
additions or remarks to be considered in the next edition. We are also
open to any differing opinions that are based on the Qur'an and

Sunnah
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Preamble

This book discusses the issue of the prohibition of sculpting and possessing
statues in Islam, which has spread in our countries under the guise of art and
creativity as a means of promoting it to the public. The book presents the
religious evidence from the Holy Qur’an and the noble Sunnah of the Prophet
regarding its prohibition. It also cites the statements of prominent scholars of
the Muslim ummah on the matter, providing details and classifications of the
types of statues, and highlighting the reasons for the prohibition from both
doctrinal and legislative perspectives. Furthermore, the book addresses the
difference between permissible and impermissible statues, and it responds to

some of the misconceptions raised around this issue.

The book aims to raise awareness among younger generations about the
prohibition of statues and their possession, as a preventive measure against
this growing danger before it becomes widespread. It seeks to ensure that
future generations do not grow up accustomed to or desensitized to these
serious and dangerous violations. Without such awareness, the young may be
raised upon them, and the old may grow old with them, until they become
normalized, engrained in people's hearts, and accepted as if they were
permissible so much so that people no longer recognize them as wrong, despite
the clear religious texts regarding their prohibition.




