<Moshiach Is on His WD%Q\

@ Moshiach, The Purpose of Creation: Why do we need Moshiach? If Geulah is im-
portant, find out 4 reasons why we are still Galus?

@ Believing in Moshiach: Why must we believe in Moshiach? Does the Torah write
about Moshiach? Why is it so difficult to believe in Moshiach? What does belief in
Moshiach really entail? Read about some incredible tzaddikim who had strong belief in
the coming of Moshiach!

@ Awaiting Moshiach: What is the difference between believing and awaiting? What
does awaiting really mean? Why should we await Moshiach? How is it possible to await
him if it is taking so long? How can we start awaiting Moshiach? How can we prove that
we are anxiously awaiting Moshiach? Doesn’t waiting for Moshiach only bring one to
disappointment?

@ Demanding Geulah: How is one supposed to ask for Moshiach? Why is it necessary to
demand Moshiach?

@ The Time of Moshiach’s Arrival: When will Moshiach arrive? It is proper to calculate
a time for Moshiach’s arrival? Why does the Gemara calculate times? Why haven’t
their calculations been fulfilled?  What did the Rebbe say regarding the time of
Moshiach’s arrival?

@ Hastening His Arrival: What can we do to hasten Moshiach’s arrival? Read about 14
important Mitzvos and Peulos and why these specifically will hasten Moshiach’s arrival.

@ Simanei HaGeulah: How will we know that Moshiach is about to come, what will the
signs? What is the purpose in knowing the hardships that will occur before Geulah?
Why will there be so much bad before the coming of Moshiach? Is there a way to spare
the negative signs? Are there also good and happy signs that will take place before
Moshiach? Have any of these signs taken place yet?

«The Generations of Moshiach: How is it that our generations will bring Moshiach?
Find out why the women play a crucial role in bringing the Geulah.

@ Identifying Moshiach:  What are the qualities of Moshiach? What characteristics
make someone a potential Moshiach, and a definite Moshiach? Who must one believe
is the Moshiach of his generation? Does Moshiach have to do wonders for us to believe
in him? What is the character of Moshiach? What are some of his qualities? Why does
Moshiach have to undergo suffering?

@ The Process of Geulah: How will Moshiach reveal himself, natural or supernatural?”
Are there requirements for a miraculous revelation? What if we don’t meet these re-
quirements, how will Moshiach come?

@ The 2 Geulos, Then and Now: How will our Geulah compare the Geulah of Mitzrayim?
How are Moshe Rabbeinu and Moshiach similar? How is the Yom Tov of Pesach connect-
ed to the Geulah?

@ The Days of Moshiach: What will happen when Moshiach comes? Who will build the
3rd Beis Hamikdash and where? Is it true that there will be material wealth and sweets
all over the street? Why will HaShem make so many miracles? What will happen to the
Goyim? When will Techiyas Hameisim take place? Who will return and much more....

@ Fulfilled Prophecies of Moshiach: Which prophecies regarding the days of Moshiach have
already been fulfilled and how?

@ Preface @
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Dear Women,

The month of Nissan is of the few whose theme is clearly
stated by our Chachamim. On the possuk, wx1 2o% a7 wing"
"Jwn WA 03Y X7 PWRY ,0°wTA - This month shall be the
head of months, the first month of the year, they comment:
"When Hashem chose Bnei Yisroel, He established for them
a month of geulah." Nissan is the month of geulah.

Nissan is a month set aside for miracles that are above
nature, as we see throughout history:

1. On Pesach the walls of Yericho fell.

2. On that same night, Sanecheriv’'s men who had sur-

rounded Yerushalayim were miraculously killed.

3. On Pesach, Achashveirosh had Haman hanged and

granted his position to Mordechai.

4. Yetziyas Mitzrayim and Krias Yam Suf took place in

Nissan.

Moshiach is about to come, we must behave as befits [this
special time — by learning about Moshiach U’Geulah, until our
minds are ‘filled” with an understanding of these times. By learn-
ing more and more about Moshiach and the Geulah, our hearts
begin to feel that Moshiach is about to come too. This leads us to
think, speak and behave in a way that befits this special time and
we uplift ourselves to a state of Geulah.

So learning about the Geulah and Moshiach, actually leads us,
on a personal level, to live the Geulah, because we know that it is
almost here.

Geulah will explain all the suffering in Golus and persecution
of Yidden. Part of that Geulah would also be, “A king (Moshiach)
that there is none higher than him except for Hashem. And on
the day of his coming we will whole-heartedly declare, “Thank
you Hashem for doing this to us.”

Every Yid should take a close look at himself, and sincerely ques-
tion himself asking, ‘When was the last time that
I sincerely thought of how Hashem was going to

Recognizing this pattern, our Chachamim
said: “In Nissan, our people were freed, and
in Nissan, they will be freed in the future -
"ORIT? TNV J0°121 ,0°7%A1 11°PNIAR 19RAT j0°1"

Nissan—Chodesh HaGeulah: Although
Moshiach can come at any time, there are
auspicious times that are more likely for him
to come then. The Gemara tells us about a |
machlokes:

R’ Eliezer holds: Since we were redeemed
from Mitzrayim in Chodesh Nissan, the com-
ing of Moshiach will be in the month of
Tishrei. _

R’ Yehoshua holds: Just like the Geulah of
Mitzrayim was in Chodesh Nissan, so too the
future Geulah will be in Chodesh Nissan.

The Gemara goes according to the opinion of Rabbi Ye-
hoshua, that “in Nissan our fathers were redeemed from
Mitzrayim, and in Nissan we too will be redeemed.” In the
month of Nissan, the Chodesh HaGeulah we are truly stand-
ing on the threshold!
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take us out of Galus, and bring us to
Moshiach?!"”

‘

He is on his way: Moshiach is coming. He is not
only coming, he is on his way.” The task of
bringing Moshiach has been given over to us.

We need to do all that is in our power
to actually bring Moshiach immediately. We
should sincerely cry out to HaShem to bring
Moshiach.

What was done until now, seemingly had no
effect, since we still find ourselves in galus.
More importantly, we remain in galus inwardly,
in our avodah to Hashem.

We have not yet done enough. We cannot be satisfied with
our Torah, tefilos, and acts of kindness. We must accept and fulfill
the responsibility to learn about Moshiach, teach about
Moshiach, and live as if Moshiach were here, We cannot rest until
we have brought Moshiach and the final Geulah.

We hope that this booklet will help you ‘live’ with Moshiach
and cause you to anxiously anticipate his coming. May it happen
wnn M n°’n—immediately!




Moshiach—The Purpose of Creati

. WHY DO WE NEED MOSHIACH?

Al. Geulah — The Purpose of Creation: Hashem created these low
worlds in order to have a home to dwell down here, 7'"apm mxna"
"auINANA 7T T Mwvh.

What is the significance of a home? When one walks on the
street he is a lot more hidden and clothed than he his when he is
found at home, because in our own home we are more comfortable.
In our home we can truly express ourselves.

So too, when we are in Galus, HaShem is like one who is on the
street. He is hidden behind many gashmius (material) layers, and
when we look around we only see gashmius. However when the Geu-
lah will come, the world will be a “home” for Hashem, where he will
not need to hide from us. We will see ruchnius with our gashmius
eyes, to the extent that we will point with a finger and say, »*-ox 11"
""3719aRY — this is my HaShem and | will serve him, as they did by Kriyas
Yam Suf. Now we understand the statement, “The coming of
Moshiach will be a fulfillment of the purpose of creation.” that the
shechinah will be at home and revealed within the lowest worlds.

‘{

Galus is also an “investment”. Although, for the time being, it is'very
difficult — it is only through this investment that we will enjoy the great
“profit”. This will be when Moshiach comes, B’karov Mamosh. Some of
the ‘profits’ of Galus are...

Al. Galus Forgives Our Sins: Galus is regarded as a punishment for
our aveiros, as we say in davening, "1 XT8® 1Y% 12NNLA DR
because of our aveiros we were sent from our land.

However, Hashem informed Avraham during the ‘Bris Bein Habe-
sarim’ about galus, as an important, necessary part of the Jewish histo-
ry, long before the aveiros for which it atones were committed. This
shows us that Galus is not just there to forgive our sins, but there must
be a deeper reason for it.

’
A2. Galus Refines Us: Galus is commonly referred to as a
"Braa57 M — a melting pot. Just as gold and precious metals are only

refined by subjecting them to intense heat, Galus too is like an intense
heat, whose purpose is only to refine Bnei Yisroel and

A2. Complete Torah Observance: The Ram-
bam states, “In the future, a descendant of Dovid
HaMelech will arise... and in his days all the mitzvos
will be fulfilled, as it was in the past.”

(Hilchos Melachim 11:1)

The Rambam does not mention the miraculous
changes that will take place in nature when discuss-
ing Moshiach; instead, he stresses one point — that
the mitzvos will once again be fulfilled. This is the
purpose of Moshiach’s coming.

There are many Yidden who do not understand,
“Why is it so important think about Moshiach and
await his arrival?”

The truth is that the Geulah is the purpose of
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bring out the best in them. This will make them wor-
thy of meriting and bringing Moshiach on their own.

‘{

A3. Galus Intensifies our Ahavas Hashem:
When a child comes into the house, the father may
hide himself at first so that a greater love in the child
for the father is aroused, when he finds him.

So too, in Galus, Hashem hides himself, but
this is only like the father who does it to intensify his
children’s love for him, and a stronger desire to do his
mitzvos.” We often many examples in Jewish history
when Bnei Yisroel were suffering and HaShem was
hidden from them, they searched for HaShem more.

‘{

the entire world. Only during the times of Geulah
will we be able to fulfill mitzvos as we are supposed
to.

Until Moshiach comes, it is not possible to keep the entire Torah.
Of the 613 mitzvos, only 207 apply today. All the mitzvos about the
Beis Hamikdash, Jewish kings, and others, cannot be fulfilled.

The miracles are of only secondary importance. All the miracles
Moshiach will perform have one goal, to make it easier for us to de-
vote ourselves entirely to learning Torah and keeping Mitzvos, since
there will be no war, hunger, poverty etc...

(Likkutei Sichos, vol. 18, p. 276, vol. 22)

‘

Q. IF THE PURPOSE OF CREATION IS MOSHIACH, WHY ARE WE IN
GALUS?

Galus Is An Investment For Greater Profit: Although Galus is a
very bitter and painful experience, its goal and true purpose is for the
best. Take for example a businessman who invests all of his money
into a new product. During the time that he still has to manufacture
it, advertise about it etc. he could be penniless (possibly even needing
to borrow money, for the time being, to support his family). Butin
the end, when he can finally sell his product, he will make a large
profit.

® Day2 ®

A4. Galus Increases Our Thirst For Moshiach: There
is an advantage to the times of Galus over the time when the Beis
HaMikdash was standing.

When a person is at home and has food and drink available to him,
he is not so hungry. However, if he finds himself, in a desert where
there is no water, he will be very thirsty. When a person is thirsty and
has nothing to drink, he would do anything just to get a sip of water...

The same can be applied to us: When the Beis Hamikdash was
standing we had the revelation of the Shechinah. Everyone enjoyed
coming to the Beis Hamikdash. However, in Galus, we are deprived of
this revealed holiness, so we can have even a stronger desire HaShem.

Dovid Hamelech says in Tehillim: w2132 ,2%% "R ¥ 3wn HNRs"
"R TR 3N - ”Just as the deer thirsts for the water brooks... my
neshamabh thirsts for HaShem”. In these words, Dovid Hamelech ex-
presses the Yiddens’ anguish over the galus, and their yearning for the
Geulah. “Moshiach Now” is not only something we chant (as ex-
pressed in “We want Moshiach now”), it is something that our Nesha-
ma thirsts for, like the intense thirst of a man who is desperate for
water to save his life...
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/Pl: < Believing in Moshiach _>

Q. WHY MUST WE BELIEVE IN MOSHIACH?

Al. One of the Foundations of our Emunah: Believing in
the coming of Moshiach and geulah is one of the "ammx mpw a™"
- 13 principles of a Yid’s emunah.

(Rambam, Principles of the Emunah, #12)

Every Yid must believe that Moshiach will arise, restore the
malchus to Beis Dovid, rebuild the Beis Hamikdash, gather all
Bnei Yisroel, and in his days all the laws of the Torah shall be
reinstituted, as they had been previously.

(Rambam, Hilchos Melachim 11:1)

*

A2. Believing in Moshiach = Believing in Torah: The Ram-
bam states, “Whoever does not believe in him, or does not
anticipate his coming, denies not only the words of the other
nevi’‘im but also [those of] the Torah and of

Q. WHAT IS SO HARD ABOUT BELIEVING IN MOSHIACH?

Al. We Live In A Dark Tunnel: Imagine that you have lived your
entire life in a dark tunnel. Your parents and grandparents lived
there too, and so did their parents and grandparents. You have
grown accustomed to the darkness and developed the necessary
skills to survive. You move through life, sometimes staggering in the
dark, at other times feeling your way along. You are totally resigned
to the fact that this is what life is, and that it will continue to be so.
You don’t even realize that there is light beyond the tunnel.

But you have been told or have read in some ancient books that
long ago, your ancestors lived in a very different, well-lighted place.
You have heard that there is indeed a light at the end of this tunnel;
that you don’t necessarily have to spend your entire life in dark-
ness. Galus is also like a dark tunnel that desensitizes us, so we
don’t feel that things are not the way they should be.

A2. We Are Imprisoned: A person kidnapped or

Moshe, our teacher, for 2 reasons:

A. The Torah clearly writes
Moshiach.

B. The purpose of creation was Moshiach.

about

Where does the Torah write about
Moshiach?

A, "Maw DR TPRR 72" - “Hashem will
return your captives and have com-
passion on you. He will return and
gather you...” So far in history the
shevatim that were dispersed have
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Moshiach will teach Torah

in prison, if captured long enough, soon begins to
identify with his captors. The captive becomes ac-
customed to the situation, begins to feel that he
owes his life to his jailor or kidnapper who feeds
him, gives him shelter and who can kill in a mo-
ment, on a whim.

People kept in captivity begin to deny the
value of freedom, and become reluctant to leave
their imprisonment even when their lives are not so
good. Instead of realizing the kidnapper is the
threat, he comes to be seen as one who gives out
rewards. The victim can’t think of going anywhere
else. In fact, the prospect of being free makes the
prisoner uncomfortable, even frightens him. He

not returned.
(Devarim, 30:3-5)
B. Hashem commanded that six Arei Miklat — cities of
refuge should be set aside. The Torah then instructs
that when Hashem will expand the borders of Eretz
Yisroel you should establish another three cities. How-
ever, we do not find anywhere in Torah that the Yid-
den fulfilled the mitzvah of the additional three Arei
Miklat. Hashem definitely did not give this mitzvah for
nothing. If he gave us this mitzvah he gives us the obli-
gation to fulfill it and he knows that it will be fulfilled.

We therefore must say, that there will come a time in the
future, when both of these mitzvos will be fulfiled—in the
times of Geulah. These mitzvos then prove that Geulah will
arrive!

(Rambam, Hilchos Melachim ch. 11)

@® Day3 @

doesn’t want it, and has to be shown how to appre-
ciate freedom again.

Galus is the same, a prison for the Yidden. We have grown ac-
customed to conditions where we are indebted to other leaders.
We cannot imagine that this is not the way it was meant to be, and
there is a better world waiting for us. We were, and still are, im-
prisoned. Moshiach is coming to lead us out by the hand to free-
dom.

‘

A3. Galus Seems Real; Geulah like a Dream: The There are
Yidden who question the whole matter of Geulah. They wonder
why speak non-stop about one subject, the coming of Moshiach.

“They think: It would be understandable if mention of
Moshiach’s coming were to be made occasionally. But why talk
and get excited about it at every farbrengen, as if the purpose was
to force the concept of Moshiach into the listener’s head!?

“They conclude that this whole idea of Moshiach’s coming is like
a dream. A good dream, a nice dream — but not realistic. Why,
they ask, is it necessary to talk about dreams? (continued on next

page)




<Believing in Moshiach>

-/

Q. WHAT IS SO HARD ABOUT BELIEVING IN MOSHIACH?

The knowledge that we are still in galus, has caused the
galus to appear real, and the geulah to appear to him as if it
was a dream. The exact opposite is true. Galus is but a
dream; geulah is reality!

Regarding the times before Moshiach it says: "o 11790"
- “We are like dreamers”, since galus is really a dream world.
It seems to exist, but it is merely a dream. Soon we will wake
up and realize that the galus is over and we will enter the times
of Moshiach.

Things will be different when Moshiach comes. We will all
realize that galus was like a dream, and the only important
things are Hashem and Kedusha.

*

Galus is Temporary; Geulah is Perma-

However, the Rabbi shrugged indifferently. “Why should |
purchase a house here? Moshiach is coming very soon and | look
forward to settling in Yerushalayim. | will buy my house there!”
Believing in Moshiach means believing that he will come today!

Wasted Payment: A Jew operated an inn and a store for
which he prepaid an annual rent to the local Poritz. As he was
growing old, he sent his son one day to sign the annual contract
on his behalf. The son, hoping to avoid the difficult trip every
year, asked the Poritz to agree to a three-year contract, which he
did, and the son paid for the three years in advance.

Hearing this, the father was very upset. “Look here! We
believe with perfect emunah in the immediate arrival of

Moshiach. In fact, he is coming this year, for sure.

nent: Yaakov Avinu’s best years were in Mitz-
rayim; nevertheless, before his passing, he
made Yosef swear that he will take him out of
Mitzrayim and bring him into Eretz Yisroel.
Our Chachamim learned that one of the
reasons that Yaakov did not want to be buried
in Mitzrayim, was so the Yidden should re-
member that their true place is not in Mitz-
rayim, chas v'shalom, but in Eretz Yisroel.
Even though nowadays we are in Galus
and free to learn Torah and do Mitzvos, we
must always remember that our place is not in
Galus, and await the Geulah. Our place is in
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And you’ve gone and wasted two years’ payment
for nothing!”

This is the simple emunah of a yid—to
believe that at any moment Moshiach will come.

The New Parah Adumah: When a new
Parah Adumah was born in Eretz Yisroel, R” Moshe
Feinstein said, that we will not use this cow as a
Parah Adumah and he explained why:

“The Din says that a Parah Adumah has

Eretz Yisroel with Moshaich.

Therefore we beg Hashem (like Yaakov
begged of Yosef), “Take us out of Galus, and bring us to Eretz
Yisroel.”

‘{

Q. WHAT DOES BELIEF IN MOSHIACH REALLY ENTAIL?

A2. Believing Moshiach Will Arrive Today: Ina
small town in Eastern Europe, a Rabbi portrayed this belief.
Whenever he would hear noise or a commotion outside, he
would rush out and inquire eagerly, “What is going on? Has
Moshiach arrived?”

For many years, this Rabbi was in urgent need of a
new house. Once, his followers informed him of a house that
was available for sale. “It has many roomes, it’s in perfect con-
dition, it’s near the shul, and the price is right,” they told him
excitedly.

® Day4d @

to be at least two-years-old, in order to be used as
a Kosher Parah Adumah. Since, by the time this Parah Adumah
had reached the age of two, Moshiach will definitely be here al-
ready, therefore we have to go and search for a Parah Adumah
that is already two-years-old.”

Next Year in Yerushalayim: After the Seder on Pesach
night, we proclaim, “L’shanah Haba’ah B’Yerushalayim” — next
year in Yerushalayim. Why do we say “next year in Yerushalayim”
if we want Moshiach now?!

This doesn’t mean that we should have to wait until next
year to be redeemed. The Geulah should happen immediately.
And then, next year at this time, we will already be in
Yerushalayim.




<Amiﬁng the Geulah>

Q. WHAT DOES BELIEF IN MOSHIACH REALLY ENTAIL?
(conT’D)

Moshiach is coming Today: The Gemara tells us that the
great Tanna, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi once met Eliyahu Ha-
navi, at the entrance to Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai’s cave. He
asked him: “When is Moshiach coming?”

“Go and ask him yourself,” Eliyahu replied.

“Where is he to be found?”

“Among the paupers at the gates of Rome, replacing the
bandages over his wounds, one by one. All other paupers re-
move all their bandages at once and then replace them. The
one who does it in layers, you will know is Moshiach.” (Why
does he do them in layers? Because if Hashem will tell him to
go redeem all the yidden, Moshiach does not want to hold
back until he puts on his bandages.)

Following Eliyahu’s directions, Rabbi Yehoshua went to
Rome and discovered Moshiach. “When are you coming, my
master and teacher?” he asked him.

The same is true of waiting for Moshiach. It is not enough)the
Rambam writes, to simply believe that Moshiach will come and
patiently wait for him. One must anxiously look forward to his
arrival.

You are waiting for something important a letter, a package,
information to include in a report. You are certain it should have
already come. The deadline is fast approaching. Each time the
telephone rings, you hope. Every person who passes through the
door could be the messenger-service. The mail carrier and the
UPS truck take on a new importance. You are on edge, waiting
and waiting.

Every single day, we are supposed to wait for and expect
the arrival of Moshiach, much like the impatiently awaited arrival
of an important item or event.

The Yismach Moshe’s Excitement: The great Tzadik Reb
Moshe Teitelbaum, also known as the Yismach Moshe, sat at his
desk studying Torah with great concentration.

“Today,” Moshiach answered.

The rest of the day the Tanna waited ea-
gerly for Moshiach to come. When the day
had gone by and Moshiach still had not come,
he disappointed returned to Eliyahu. upset.
“He deceived me,” he complained. “He said ‘I
am coming today,” but has not come.”

“What he had in mind,” Eliyahu replied,
“was the possuk: "ynwn 19P2 oxk o1n"- Today,
if you would listen to His voice.”

The Rebbe says the lesson in this is: When
Moshiach was asked, “When are you com-
ing?” he didn’t answer, “If all the Yidden listen

2oNDIRA 2T DI 20TV

Jews, the time of your Geulah has

Meanwhile, his family waited anxiously
for their beloved guest to arrive. It had been a
long while since they had last seen him. When the
Yismach Moshe heard that his son-in-law would
stay over for Shabbos his heart filled with joy, and
he could hardly wait for his arrival. Therefore his
family positioned themselves in the street, and
they kept going to the window to check if he was
coming down the road yet, so they could immedi-
ately inform the Yismach Moshe of his arrival.

After a long while, one of the family
members spotted him and yelled in great excite-

to Hashem, then | will come today.” He simply
said, “Today” without any conditions.

Only when the day has passed and he has not arrived, do
we have to ‘answer’ that the reason must be that we have to
listen to Hashem’s voice.

We have to also behave in this way; when we are asked
when is Moshiach coming we must say, “Today!” without add-
ing any conditions...

Q. WHAT DOES AWAITING REALLY MEAN?

Al. Believing vs. Awaiting: We wait for many things. We
wait on line in a supermarket. We patiently wait our turn in
the dentist’s office. We have to wait for what we know will
eventually come, but takes time to arrive.

A visit to the dentist is a good example. We know that it is
coming but we aren’t exactly looking forward to it Other
things we await impatiently — our next vacation, a special birth-
day present, etc. We count the days, and wait anxiously for
them until they arrive.

@ 5 @

ment, “He’s here! He’s here!”

The Yismach Moshe, who heard the excited shout all the way
from his room, cried out with joy, “He’s here! Quick, give me my
Shabbos clothing, so that | can greet him face to face.

After a few minutes the guest arrived. When the Yismach
Moshe saw that this guest was in fact his son-in-law, he slumped
to the ground in a faint. When the others heard the ‘thump’ they
quickly rushed to his room to see if everything was okay. Upon
seeing that he had fainted, they hurriedly brought water and
smelling salts, and moments later Reb Moshe opened his eyes.

“What happened?” they all asked him, “You awaited his arri-
val with such great eagerness?!”

“When someone yells, ‘He’s coming!’ with such great excite-
ment,” explained the Tzadik, “who else could they mean if not
Moshiach himself. | therefore fainted when | saw that it was not
Moshiach after all!”

{Application: We should be honestly expecting Moshiach to
come at any moment; so much so that the very thought of it fills
our body with excitement.}

(To Await Moshiach)
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/P,: <Amiﬁng the Geulah>

Q. WHAT DOES AWAITING REALLY MEAN? (continuation)

Always Prepared for Moshiach: The Yismach Moshe al-
ways had a set of Shabbos clothing prepared near him, so that
when Moshiach arrives, he is right away prepared to greet him
face to face.

Has Moshiach Arrived? Whenever the Yismach Moshe
would hear a commotion in the street, he would ask, “What is
doing there, has Moshiach arrived?”

A2. Thinking About Moshiach Daily: We know that
Moshiach’s times are compared to the day of Shabbos. Just as
throughout the week one must constantly think about Shabbos
and set aside his best things for Shabbos, so too, one must
constantly think about Moshiach, and prepare

Q. WHY SHOULD WE AWAIT MOSHIACH?

Al. It is an Expression of your Belief: To believe in the com-
ing of Moshiach and to await him are two separate concepts: “To
believe” is to agree with the Torah that Moshiach will come even-
tually, whenever that may be. “To await” means an active and
eager anticipation of the geulah, that it occur speedily: “I await
him every day..,” literally.

If one does not really sense every day that Moshiach can
come that day, it follows that his belief in the coming of Moshiach
is extremely weak.

‘

A2. It Is an Obligation to Await: “Happy are all those that
wait for him.” (Yeshayahu 30:18) Waiting for Moshiach, and an-
ticipating his coming, is not simply a high merit but an obligation.
As mentioned, the Rambam rules that, “Whoever does not be-
lieve in — and whoever does not await (eagerly looking forward

to) — the coming of Moshiach, in effect denies

for his immediate arrival!

The Berditchiver’s Invitation: The great
wedding between the grandchildren of the
Berditchiver and the Baal HaTanya was under-
way and the family of Reb Levi Yitzchak of
Berditchev was very excited about the upcom-
ing wedding. Baruch Hashem, the prepara-
tions were going well so far. In fact, the invi-
tations had already been sent out.

The holy Berditchiver called one of his chil-
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the whole Torah...” Like we say, n1mR2 pPnaRn 2IR"
T 9D AR TATanw D Yy R ,mwnd DR e
"B manR -““I believe with complete emunah in the
coming of Moshiach. Though he delays, nonethe-
less | await him every day...”

Therefore, because of this obligation to
await Moshiach, one of the first questions an indi-
vidual is asked by the Beis Din shel Maaleh is
“Tzipita liyeshu’ah?” — did you look forward to
the Geulah? (Shabbos 31a)

‘

A3. Moshiach is waiting for us to Await

dren into his study and said, “Tell me, my son,
have the invitations been sent out yet?”

“Yes father, they have.”

“And what do they say on them?”

“They say — ‘with gratitude and thanks to Hashem, we invit-
ed you to come join in our Simchah. The wedding will take
place iy”h on... in the town of Berditchev’.”

The Tzadik shook his head in displeasure. “I’'m afraid we’ll
just have to send out another set of invitations,” he said, “this
time with the correct version on them.”

“What’s the correct version father?”

“The correct version,” said Reb Levi Yitzchak, “is ‘the wed-
ding will take place iy”h on... in the holy city of Yerushalayim.
If, chas v’shalom, Moshiach will not yet be here by that time,
then the wedding will take place in the town of Berditchev.”

Application: Our longing for Moshiach should be so strong
that it shows in everything that we do, in every little detail of

our daily lives.”
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Him: Even though we have been in Golus so long,
we always have to remain focused on our goal—bringing
Moshiach!

A mashal to illustrate this is: The entire audience was sitting
in the auditorium waiting for the show to begin. Everyone was
excited about the show; they had been waiting for a long time for
it to come to town. The world-renowned performer was finally
making his appearance here. The curtain was still drawn, but
everyone knew it would open any moment. But it didn’t!

Slowly, the hush in the audience turned into a quiet rumble.
Women exchanged recipes, businessmen discussed financial
matters. Everyone was still anxious for the show to begin, but
spoke about other things since nothing was happening on stage.

Where was the performer? Actually, he was right there be-
hind the curtain. He was even peeking through a crack watching
the audience and thinking, “If they were more anxious for me to
come | would be able to appear.”

Moshiach is ready to appear. He is waiting for us more than
we are waiting for him, but he is waiting for us to await him!
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Q. WHY SHOULD WE AWAIT MOSHIACH? (CONT'D)
The Chafetz Chaim related the following story: “There
was once a great Gaon, who was asked to become Rav over a
very large town, but he absolutely did not want to.
“When the men of the city saw that he did not want
to come, they sent two messengers to tell him that, “Thirty
thousand Jews (as many as lived in the city) are waiting for

”

you...

“When he heard that this large amount of Yidden are
awaiting his arrival, he took his coat and said... “I’'m coming
right away!”

“So too,” the Chafetz Chaim concluded, “is with the
coming of Moshiach. When Moshiach knows that we are
awaiting him, he too will come speedily!”

A4. Hashem is waiting for us to await him: In Shemoneh
Esrei every day we say, “Speedily cause the

7’: <Awaiting the GeulaD

Just like in the mashal, because he saw with his own eyes
that the paper fell in to the garbage, he was sure he would find it
there, so with every paper that he took out, he knew he was
getting closer.

So too we are certain that Moshiach is going to arrive. Every day
that passes and Moshiach is still not here yet, should make us
await his arrival even more on the following day, for we are now a
day closer to his arrival!”}

{

A Second Closer: The Chozeh of Lublin had a clock that
would chime, marking every second that passed. One day, he re-
ceived a guest, who heard his clock chime, and said, “You know,
each time | heard the noise of you clock it makes me more scared,
because it means, once second closer to the day of my death...”

The Chozeh answered him, “By me, it’s quite the opposite!
Each second that | hear the clock chime, | become happier, be-
cause it’'s one moment closer to the “coming of Moshiach!”

{

Q. HOW IS IT POSSIBLE TO BELIEVE IN HIS COMING IF

descendant of Dovid (Moshiach) to flourish...
for we hope for salvation all the day..”

The meaning is clear: “Speedily cause the
descendants of Your servant Dovid to flour-
ish,” and if it is said that we lack merit, cause it
to flourish anyway — “because we hope for
your salvation..,” that is, because we have the
hope. In the merit of that hope we deserve
that You redeem us!

‘{

Q. HOW IS IT POSSIBLE TO AWAIT HIM IF IT IS
TAKING SO LONG?
A. The Longer It Takes, The Sooner His

SRINAT DR N2PR PTN

Tzedakah hastens Geu-

THERE IS SO MUCH EVIL IN THE WORLD NOW?

A. The Bottom of the Wheel: In these
days, when all around us we see the thick darkness
of Golus, it is clear that we have already reached its
last days. Since any lower darkness is unimagina-
ble, we are certain that the darkness must immedi-
ately be followed by the Geulah—the sun rises
after the darkest part of night.

When someone is halfway up the edge of a
(ferris) wheel its next turn can either raise him or
lower him. When, however one is at the very
bottom of the wheel, whatever direction it turns
must raise him. Now in Galus we are at the bottom

Arrival: Some people get discouraged by the

fact that Moshiach’s arrival is long overdue. If he has taken so
long already, they ask, why should we still bother waiting for
him now? However, in truth, it is the opposite. When some-
thing is truly dear to you, the longer it takes to arrive, the more
eagerly you anticipate it.

The Bottom of the Pile: A fellow, R’ Yosef, once
dropped an important bank note, worth many thousands of
dollars, into a huge box of scrap paper. He rummaged through
the papers for hours trying to find his note. A man passed by
and was surprised at the fellow’s eagerness and mounting ex-
citement, even after hours of unsuccessful searching. “Now
that | am nearing the bottom of the stack | am more encour-
aged,” exclaimed the fellow as he scrutinized each piece of
paper, “Because | know it is in here, and I’'m coming closer to
finding it!”

(o’moan )
Application: Since we know Moshiach is certainly coming,
even though he didn’t arrive today we don’t despair.
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of the wheel and it could only get better!

‘{

Q, HOW DO WE START BELIEVING IN MOSHIACH, AND ENTHUSIAS-
TICALLY AWAIT HIS ARRIVAL EVERY DAY?

A. Simply by reading, discussing, thinking, and asking ques-
tions about Moshiach.

It is hard for us to understand what life will be like in the Geu-
lah, which is perfectly normal, too. For the times of Moshiach are
something that no one has ever experienced before... However,
we can at least learn about it to get over our fear of the unknown.

Once the Geulah comes all our doubts will disappear. We will
crave Torah and Mitzvos just as today we hunger for food. There
will be no war, no hatred, or jealousy, because we will see that
every other person is part of us, and only together are we com-
plete.

The Geulah will simply redirect the world to the way it meant
to be - toward goodness and holiness.
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Q. DOESN’T BELIEVING IN MOSHIACH ONLY BRING ONE TO

DISAPPOINTMENT?"

A. Buying a Lottery Ticket: When you buy a lottery ticket,
although statistically you have only a one-in-thirteen-million
chance of winning, everyone who buys a ticket hopes that he
will win. The proof is that you bought a ticket. You begin to
fantasize about what you will do with all the money when you
win. The "hope of winning" adds a spirit of excitement to your
life. You are now more cheerful, more joyful, and, most of all,
more productive because maybe, just maybe, you will be the
winner.

The same is true with Moshiach. The mere hope that
Moshiach can, and will, come today and change your life for
the better, renews your hope and gives you a spirit of opti-
mism and joy that makes your day more productive.

It is ridiculous to say that believing in Moshiach is wrong
because it brings disappointment, as the very

Some time later, he asked his son-in-law, the Rebbe, how| the
people reacted to this statement. At first, the Rebbe did not want
to answer, but when the Frierdiker Rebbe asked again, he replied:
“People are saying that the Lubavitcher Rebbe wants to declare
himself the Moshiach.”

The Frierdiker Rebbe answered, “Nu-nu, but at least they're
talking about Moshiach.”

.

A3. By Demanding Moshiach! True and sincere awaiting, is
proven by what is done to achieve it. For something truly desired
and awaited, one will ask, beg, demand, and do everything possi-
ble to attain it. The same applies to awaiting Moshiach.

Hashem insists that we prove the sincerity of our claim to
want Moshiach by doing everything in our power to bring it
about, including storming the gates of Shamayim with demands
for the geulah: “Bnei Yisroel shall not be redeemed until they will
confess and demand the Kingdom of Shamayim, the Kingdom of

the ‘Beis Dovid’, and the Beis Hamikdash!” (Beis

same people who believed they would win the
Lotto and didn’t, still bought tickets the fol-
lowing week. For even if you are disappointed,
once again your hope is reawakened and you
buy another ticket. Even though Moshiach did
not come last week and we are disappointed,
we reawaken the spirit of hope that today will
be the day.
Q. HOw CAN WE PROVE THAT WE ARE ANX-
10USLY AWAITING MOSHIACH?

Al. By Learning The Laws of Moshiach’s

Times: The Chafetz Chaim arranged that his

Yosef on Tur-Orach Chayim c. 188)

Requesting Moshiach in Davening: The
task of this generation is to bring Moshiach imme-
diately by demanding, “We want Moshiach Now!”

This is not a new concept. After all, every
Yid requests in Shemoneh Esrei that Hashem send
Moshiach immediately. And when it is time for
Mincha, and Moshiach has not yet arrived, we
repeat it again, and if chas v’shalom Moshiach is
further delayed, we repeat the same tefilah yet
again in ma’ariv.

‘

Kollel would learn the laws of Karbonos.

One of his students didn’t want to learn these laws, instead
he wanted to learn other laws... This Chafetz Chaim told him,
“You are a Kohein, what will you do if Moshiach comes tomor-
row, and he will ask you to bring his Karbon... How will you
know what to do if you didn’t learn these laws.

By learning these laws we prove to Hashem that we are
anxiously awaiting Moshiach’s arrival, today!

A2. By Talking about Moshiach: We must talk about
Moshiach to show Hashem we are ready. When we yearn for
something, and earnestly desire it, it is obvious in all we say
and do. And our concern itself, because we talk about it, has a
powerful effect on others. Those around us begin to become
concerned, to share our anticipation, to sympathize and feel a
part of the experience of worry, longing and hope. Then the
others who have joined in our wait will do all they can to assist
us, even imitating if that will help. Jews should do Teshuva to
hasten the coming of Moshiach.
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Falling in Battle: Moshiach’s coming is
hastened when it is asked for and eagerly antici-
pated. The chachomim say that the thousands of people who fell
in the battle of Dovid Hamelech, fell because they did not de-
mand that the Beis Hamikdash be built.

For this reason the chachamim instituted the request for
the rebuilding of Yerushalayim and the coming of Moshiach sev-
eral times a day — in Shemone Esrei and in bentching.

‘

Like a Hired Worker: We daven for the geulah several times
every day. Even so, requesting by itself is not enough. The Chofetz
Chaim writes, “Several times a day we ask for geulah, but asking
alone is not enough. One must demand the geulah, just as a hired
worker demands his salary, because if the worker does not de-
mand his wages, according to halacha, his employer is not obli-
gated to pay him on the very day that he completes his work.

(Baba Metzia 9:12 -111a)

So, too, we must demand our geulah. Failure to do so shows
that this matter is clearly not that urgent to us! (cont’d)
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/P:<When Will Moshiach Come?
Q. WHEN WILL MOSHIACH ARRIVE? HASTENING HiS ARRIVAL!

Q. HOW CAN WE PROVE THAT WE ARE ANXIOUSLY AWAITING
MOSHIACH? (CONT’D)

A4. If We Will Demand: “If we will scream "?nn 7v"
sincerely, Moshiach will definitely come very soon...”

If all Jews, great and small alike, together said: “Father,
enough! Have pity on us and send our Moshiach!” — Moshiach
would certainly have come!

Pesach Sheini: When the Yidden in the Midbar celebrated
Pesach for the first time, there were many people who were
not allowed to bring the Karbon Pesach, because they were
Tamai. They were so upset, that they complained to Moshe
Rabbeinu, "?y721 15" - Why should we be left
out? Why can’t we also bring a Karbon Pe-

It Depends: The navi Yeshayahu says: “The actual date of the Geu-
lah is a guarded secret. It will happen in its time, predetermined from
the beginning of creation, | will hurry it.”

The wording of Yeshayahu seems to display a contradiction:

“Imya" -“In its time” means a set date;

"nawnX” -“I will hurry it” means that it may occur earlier, before
“its time.”

The contradiction is resolved as follows:

“Imya" will occur if they are worthy "I21"

"maw'nX” will occur if they’re not worthy "IT X7"—

The meaning is clear: Moshiach can come any day, even before the
predetermined date: Every generation has a special "yj?" time when its
appropriate for Moshiach to come, for Moshiach is alive and present in
every generation, although hidden. He is ready to be revealed at any
moment but it depends completely on us to hasten it.

(Yeshayahu 60:22)

Q. WHAT IS CONSIDERED “IMya”, THE APPOINTED
TIME BY WHICH MOSHIACH WILL DEFINITELY COME?

sach? And because they were so sincere, Ha-
shem gave them another chance, by making
Pesach Sheini.

These Yidden were upset that they could
not fulfill one mitzvah, and Hashem gave them
the chance to do it. How much more so, we —
who are deprived of so many more mitzvos
because we don’t have the Beis Hamikdash
etc. We must demand from Hashem that He
redeem us, and let us be able to fulfill all of
His mitzvos.

And, just like Hashem fulfilled the de-

STINNT DAY

A. Six Days = Six Thousand Years: The
mefarshim explain that there will be seven millennia
(periods of 1,000 years) of human history, corre-
sponding to the seven days of the week. Each day of
creation can be seen as a thousand years, as we are
told in Tehillim: "A thousand years in your eyes are
like the yesterday that has just passed." (Kappitel 90)

The seventh millennium will benaw Y210w av"
"R277 0w e nam the day which is all Shabbos.

The Torah teaches us that Hashem created
the world in six days. On each day, He added some-
thing to the world to make it more livable. The envi-
ronment improved until, at last, on the seventh day,

mands of the Yidden in the midbar, Hashem
will listen to our tefilos too when we cry out "?°n» 73" and send
us Moshiach, NOW!

Q. HOw DO WE ASK FOR MOSHIACH?

In English: It is important to ask for Moshiach, and
express hope and faith in the immediate arrival of Moshiach,
not only in Lashon Hakodesh, but also in English.

The benefit in this is:

In this way, the whole world will know that the Yidden want
Moshiach now.

Nowadays, so many yidden do not understand Lashon
Hakodesh. We cannot wait until all the Jews will know Lashon
Hakodesh, since we need Moshiach now. Therefore, we de-
clare in a language that all can join in demanding: “We Want
Moshiach NOW!”
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man could survive in comfort, with food and shelter at
his fingertips, without labor.

Hashem provides gashmius conditions of life, so that we can create
a ruchnius world that is fit to be a home for Hashem. Like Shabbos, it
will be an time period devoted to learning Torah in comfort. According
to the cycle of the world, Moshiach will definitely be here by the year
6,000 corresponding to the 7th millennia. (We are now in the year
5,779)

‘

Q. IS IT PROPER TO DESIGNATE A CALCULATED TIME FOR MOSHIACH’S
ARRIVAL?

A. The Gemara Opposes Calculations: We may ask further: Is it
even appropriate to know when Moshiach will come? After all, when
Yaakov Avinu wanted to reveal the date of Geulah to his sons, Ruach
Hakodesh was removed from him, so that he would not be able to tell
them. And although the Nevi'im discussed the conditions that will pre-
cede Moshiach, they did not predict exactly when he would come,
refusing to reveal the deadline for Geulah.

We should not be surprised, therefore, that the Talmud strongly
opposes any such calculations, declaring, "Those who calculate the
end, may their bones decay." The Rambam rules that one should not
try to calculate the time of Geulah.
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Q. Is IT PROPER TO DESIGNATE A CALCULATED TIME FOR
MOSHIACH’S ARRIVAL? (CONT'D)

But many of our greatest leaders and chachamim did, in
fact, calculate when Moshiach would come. The Gemara itself,
right after it criticizes calculating, puts its own calculations!
Many of the greatest chachamim, such as R’ Sa’adyah Gaon,
Ramban and Abarbanel calculated dates for the Geulah. And
even the Rambam, in his letter to Yemen, writes that his family
tradition predicts when the end of the galus will occur. Thus, in
generation after generation, even to our own day, our greatest
leaders and chachamim have foretold the time of Geulah, ap-
parently against the Gemara’s warning to refrain from this!

‘{

Q, WHY DID CHACHAMIM CONDEMN THIS?
A. Weaken the People’s Belief: The Gemara’s also explains
why it’s forbidden. The Gemara continues: "The people will
say, ‘since the time for Geulah has been
reached and it has not come, it will never

A3. Their Words Encourage People to Increase their Avodah:
Furthermore, these tzaddikim did not reveal possible dates for
Moshiach just to give the people encouragement. Rather, they
recognized that in order for the final geulah to be complete -
there had to be an increase in avodah, between the revelation of
the date of Moshiach, and Moshiach’s arrival.

In the past when Chachamim have suggested a date or a year
as an auspicious time for Moshiach, based on calculation of
Pessukim in Tanach, and the time went by without the Geulah,
the Jewish people did not despair, but resolved to work harder, to
do more to bring Moshiach. When these auspicious times for
Moshiach did not work out, (as in the case of Bar Kochva), the
next generation pushed even harder for Moshiach.

*

A4. Chachamim Hint to Hashem to Bring Moshiach: Further-
more, tzaddikim would engage in predictions in order to hint to
Hashem to bring Moshiach, as if to say, “Father, isn’t that what is
promised in Your Torah?”

A tzaddik is obligated to reveal what he

’rn

come’.

In other words, as the Rambam explains, a
predicted Geulah that does not occur may
weaken the people’s belief, be an obstacle for
them. It may cause them to err: Having ex-
pected Moshiach and been disappointed, their
emunah in the coming of Moshiach may be
lessened - or, chas v’shalom, lost altogether.
Therefore, the chachamim davened that those
who speculate regarding Moshiach’s coming,

their calculations should be destroyed.
*

Q. IF THE GEMARA CONDEMNS IT, WHY DID

knows, to publicize that by a certain future date
an aspect of Geulah ought to reach completion,
and may therefore be appropriate for the actual
coming of Moshiach.
*

Q. WHY HAVEN'T PREDICTIONS REGARDING
THE DATE OF MOSHIACH’S COMING BEEN FUL-
FILLED?

A. Unworthy Generation: Most mefarshim
agree that these forecasts were indeed auspicious
times for the geulah if only the Yidden would have
been deserving. (Ketz HaPla’os, ch. 2) In fact,

e 2}a

Treats will be found like

MANY CHACHAMIM CALCULATE THE TIME? Why

would the Rambam in one work say one should not try to fig-
ure out when the Geulah will occur, and in another say his
family has already done it?

*

Al. They are Qualified: Clearly we see, the Gamara con-
demns only the unqualified - who, by their speculations and
miscalculations, will mislead the people and weaken their emu-
nah in Moshiach. But a true tzaddik will not publicize guesses;
he speaks the truth. The certainty of a tzaddik’s prediction
depends not on calculations, but on an inner connection with
Hashem.

*

A2. Their Words Encouraged the People to Believe: The
tzaddikim who discussed dates for the Geulah did so although
aware of the result. They said it at a time when the Jewish peo-
ple were physically oppressed and b’ruchnius depressed. Their
words concerning Moshiach gathered the people together and
strengthened their emunah, arousing in them the desire for
Geulah and giving them the confidence to endure hardship,
whatever its form.
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according to the Zohar, every generation has its
date for geulah but an unworthy generation for-
feits the opportunity. (Tikkunim 95b)

Yet we should not dismiss these dates as unimportant, be-
cause each one of them has been a stepping stone to Geulah.

*

Q. WHAT WAS OUR GENERATION TOLD REGARDING THE TIME OF
MOSHIACH’S COMING?

In 1“wn we were told that it would be a miraculous year, and
although many were doubtful it soon became clear with victory in
the Gulf War.

Our generation has received the prophecy that, "oon2xa yar a7
- The time for your Geulah has arrived. What is the difference
between the calculation of the chachamim and prophecy?

There are certain events which chachamim can foretell, neverthe-
less, because of various reasons, those events never end up hap-
pening. However, when a Navi prophesizes the future—it is guar-
anteed to happen. Therefore we are not afraid to publicize
prophecy to the world, because certainly it will happen!
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Q. WHAT DID THE REBBE SAY REGARDING THE TIME OF
MOSHIACH’S COMING? (CONT'D)

A. Waiting For Our Mitzvah: When Moshiach declares the
world is ready for geulah, it is because he knows the ruchnius
accomplishments of this generation and of the world until
now. His words about Moshiach, are clear and precise. The
time is and must be now. Of course, there are questions.
There is a need to study, to prepare. Moshiach is on the
threshold. We must prepare ourselves, open our own eyes,
arrange and prepare our homes before ‘opening the door’.

Yes, one is allowed to demand, “Why hasn’t Moshiach
come? What can we do to hasten his coming?” But we may
never question, “What if he doesn’t come?” The latter ques-
tion has no basis in Yiddishkeit. Its very wording makes no
sense. It’s like asking, “What if Hashem doesn’t exist or the
Torah isn’t true?” After all, Moshiach is the fulfilment of To-
rah, the completion of Hashem’s purpose in creating the world.

There is, however, a "what if" we should
ask- "What if Moshiach is waiting for my next

Al. Bring in Shabbos Early — Act Moshiachdik: There is
in Yerushalayim who by noon on Friday has already prepared his
home for Shabbos and is seated by his table, dressed in his Shab-
bos garments, studying the weekly Parshah. In many communi-
ties, people will recite Kabbolas Shabbos davening while it is still
day. That’s acceptable; we are even commanded to add from the
weekday to the holy and accept Shabbos before sunset.

Just like we can and should bring in Shabbos early by begin-
ning to act the way we would on Shabbos, it is possible to usher
in the times of Moshiach early by acting in a manner befitting
Moshiach.

Make Here Eretz Yisroel: A Jew who wanted to travel to Isra-
el was asked by a great Tzaddik: “Why must you travel to Eretz
Yisroel? Make this place Eretz Yisroel!”

The difference between Eretz Yisroel and the rest of the world
is — Eretz Yisroel is the Holy Land. We must also make the place
where we live a holy land. When we use our
rooms to daven and learn Hashem’s holy Torah

mitzvah, my next act of kindness?"

‘

Q. How DO WE HASTEN MOSHIACH’S ARRI-
VAL?

A. It all depends on our actions throughout
galus (Tanya, perek 37). Every mitzvah we do,
every word of Torah we study, every effort for
goodness and kindness adds some light that
pushes away a little more darkness, and adds
another brick, so to speak, to the ruchnius
Mikdash HaShlishi - the third Beis HaMikdash.
When we have done all that we are able to do
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Moshiach suffers in our

and do other mitzvos, like inviting guests to our
house, then we make our house holy. We are
making our private rooms just like Eretz Yisroel!

And when we live our lives in this way,
using our time for only holy things, and making
our surroundings holy, then we are “making this
place Eretz Yisroel”, and we have a personal Geu-
lah. And this will bring Moshiach, who will re-
deem us and make the whole world holy.

‘

Just a Sniff: Reb Mendel Horodoker was a great

to purify the gashmius world, Moshiach will
come.

The concept of a time for geulah is difficult to understand.
Although there may be an appointed time for Moshiach’s arri-
val all that is necessary for Moshiach to come is that the Jewish
people “listen to His voice” and carry out their Avodah of To-
rah and Mitzvos in an appropriate manner.

‘

WHAT CAN WE DO TO HASTEN MOSHIACH’S ARRIVAL?
Al. Bring in Shabbos Early — Act Moshiachdik:
A2. Do Teshuva
A3. Keep Shabbos
A4. Learn Torah and Keep Mitzvos
A5. Go on Shlichus and Do Mivtzoyim
A6. Give Tzedakah
A7. Increase Achdus, Ahavas Chinam
A8. Beseech Hashem, Daven
A9. Study About Moshiach
A10. Await Moshiach
A11. Have Children
A12. Mitzvos of Women
A13. Rejoice in the Geulah
A14. Prepare the World
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Tzadik. In his later years, he lived in Eretz Yisroel.
Once, he heard a great commotion in the streets.
When he asked what had happened, he was told that the sound
of a Shofar was heard coming from one of the tall mountains and
people are saying that Moshiach is here!

Reb Mendel walked over to the window, opened it and said,
“Moshiach did not come yet. | don’t feel the presence of
Moshiach.” (Later it became known that some crazy man had
climbed to the top of the mountain, and had blown the Shofar.)

Now, we can ask, if R” Mendel could know by sniffing the air
that Moshiach had not yet arrived, why did he have to go to the
window?

R’ Mendel lived with Moshiach. In R’ Mendel’s room, there
was always the spirit of Moshiach. Therefore, Reb Mendel had to
sniff the air outside to know if Moshiach had come to the entire
world.
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Q. How bo WE HASTEN MOSHIACH’S ARRIVAL? (CONT’D)

There are numerous other ways to hasten the geulah prior to
its final date. We cannot just sit back and wait for it to happen.
We learn this from Noach. After forty days of the Mabul, Noach
opened the window of the Teivah, and sent the dove to see if the
water subsided. He did whatever he could to find out if the land
was dry, so that he could leave the Teivah.

We too, who realize that the time has come for us to “leave
the Teivah” and get out of Galus, must yearn for the Geulah, and
do whatever we can to bring it about.

‘

Special Mitzvos... The Rambam teaches us that the world is
compared to a "scale that is evenly balanced". The tiniest weight
on any side will tip the scale. So too, the world is evenly bal-
anced, half Mitzvos and half Aveiros. By doing even the ‘tiniest’
Mitzvah, that can be the final action that will tip the scale and
bring Moshiach NOW!

We must increase in performing good deeds, both toward
our fellow man and toward Hashem, while spe-

It says in Gemara (Shabbos 153: 1) that the reason we mus
Teshuva every day, is because man can never know how long he will
live.

In the seforim of the Maharal, it says another reason why one
must do Teshuva every day: “When Moshiach will come it will be too
late to do Teshuva. And since we hope that Moshiach can come to-
day, we must take the opportunity to do Teshuva now, so that we will
not remain with our aveiros when Moshiach comes.

The Rebbe said: “Instead of doing Teshuva because you fear the
“day of death”, better do Teshuva because you await the coming of
Moshiach every day...”

In these days especially, when by Hashem’s kindness we
stand at the threshold of Geulah, we must make every possible effort
to strengthen every part of our frumkeit. Mitzvos must be observed
b’hiddur — with beauty, and |*Tn nliwn 0197, beyond what is
required. Minhagim must be kept carefully, and nothing compro-
mised.

‘

cifically intending to hasten the Geulah. Every
time we assist a needy person, every act of
kindness, every effort in studying the Torah and
fulfilling its mitzvos - all these actions hasten
the Geulah.

When a person sows the ground and plants
seeds, he knows that eventually beautiful flow-
ers will grow. In the same way, when a person
studies Torah or fulfills a mitzvah, he should be
aware of the effect of his actions. It should be
clear to him that he is now sowing something
that will lead to an ultimate sprouting of
Moshiach.
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A Tiger and Goat will

Q. Will the Geulah be delayed because there are
unfortunately many Jews who do not conduct their
lives according to Torah?

Al. It’s Not Our Fault: Absolutely Not! In
our times, any Yid that does not follow the Torah
simply was never taught the importance of following
Hashem’s mitzvos. And since he doesn’t not know,
he cannot be blamed for doing something wrong — it
isn’t his fault, he is considered to be “an infant that
o was captured”,- "nawiw pi'n" who does not know
J A8 any different. So what Teshuva can we expect?

m\ o\ A2. Moshiach Will Inspire Teshuva: It is
true that Moshiach’s coming requires Teshuva, but
Moshiach himself will inspire the Teshuva, when he

In truth, one’s entire Avodah during this
period of Galus should be permeated with the constant anticipa-
tion and longing for the Geulah. In every mitzvah that he does —
a yid should sense that he is thereby hastening the Geulah.

When Moshiach comes, he will ask us all of us, “What did
you do to bring Moshiach closer?” Since he wants, to come so
badly, he will also thank each and every one of us, who helped
bring Moshiach closer!

‘

A2. Teshuvah: First and foremost, among these special mitz-
vos is teshuvah. “When you return unto Hashem... Hashem will
have compassion upon you, and restore and gather you from all
the nations...” (Devarim 30:2ff.)

“Immediate Teshuva will bring about immediate Geulah!”
We say in the Yom Tov tefilah, ™a%a8n 1193 1°nxwn *10n" —
”because of our sins we were sent from our land”, therefore we
can realize because of our Teshuva we will also return to our
land.
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arrives. Even before revealing himself, he will be busy
persuading Yidden to walk in the ways of Torah. If his campaign suc-
ceeds, geulah will come immediately and without undue suffering.
Even the beginnings of Teshuva are enough, and full Teshuva will fol-
low after Moshiach comes.

A3. Every Yid has Done Teshuva: The Geulah will not be with-
held! The Gemara states: If a man marries a woman on the condition
that he is a tzaddik even if he is now a complete Rasha, the marriage
remains. Why? Because in a moment he could do Teshuva in his
heart. We learn from this that even if man does Teshuva in an in-
stant, he is considered a tzaddik.

The lesson for us is: Every Yid has for sure, by now, done a mo-
ment of Teshuva in his heart, where he regrets imperfect actions that
he has done in the past, and resolves to be a better person. There-
fore, we see that the Geulah cannot be withheld because we are miss-
ing Teshuva, because every Yid has already done Teshuva.

A4. Forgiveness: First Hashem will redeem us, then Hashem will
forgive all our sins, like we say in Tehillim (Kappitel 130) nX 779° Rym"
"paw 91 YR — “Hashem will redeem, forgive all of our sins”.
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Q. How bo WE HASTEN MOSHIACH’S ARRIVAL? (CONT’D)

A3. Shabbos: If Bnei Yisroel will keep just one Shabbos
properly, Moshiach will come immediately. Moshiach will
come if they just keep one Shabbos, because Shabbos is equiv-
alent to all the Mitzvos. (Shemos Rabba, 25:12)

A4. Learning and Teaching Torah: As the Zohar says,
“Because of Torah study they will return to Eretz Yisroel and be
gathered in from the galus. Especially by studying pnimiyus
Hatorah, chassidus.

The Baal Shem Tov writes in a letter that on Rosh Hashanah
of the year 5507, his neshamah ascended to the ruchnius
realms, and beheld incredible sights. On his way back to earth,
the Baal Shem Tov stopped off in ‘Gan Eden Ha’Tachton’ (the
lowest of the seven Gan Edens) where he met many different
types of neshamos. The neshamos recognized
the great Tzadik and asked him to accompany

A5. Shlichus and Mivtzoyim: “When your wellsprings|are
spread...” This means, not only must we learn Chasidus to hasten
Moshiach’s coming, but also be the Rebbe’s Shliach to spread His
teaching’s outward.

Every Jew has 10 ruchnius powers within his Neshama that he
uses to serve Hashem. Hashem made everyone of us his Shliach
to bring Moshiach. Shliach, in Hebrew, has the numerical value
(gematria) of 348. So, as a Shliach(=348) we take our 10 powers
and do all that we can to bring Moshiach. The numerical value
(gematria) of Moshiach=358, teaching us that Shlichus will lead to
Moshiach.

On the end of the Kohein Gadol’s robe, along the hemline,
were golden bells. Whenever the Kohein Gadol would come into
the Beis Hamikdash, the bells would ring to announce his arrival.

The many years in Galus can be compared to a long robe. We,
who are at the very end of Galus, can be compared to the bottom
of the hemline with the bells.

What lesson can we learn from bells that would

them to higher places. R’ Yisrael agreed, how-
ever he was afraid that once he went up so
high, Shamayim wouldn’t let him back down.
He therefore asked his teacher Achiyah
HaShiloni to go up with him.

Soon they rose to an incredibly high place,
and before their eyes stood the heavenly pal-
ace of Moshiach, which is where Moshiach
learns Torah with all the Tannaim and
Tzaddikim who have already passed away.
They were granted the privilege of entering
the palace of Moshiach. The Baal Shem Tov
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ring when the Kohein Gadol entered the Beis
Hamikdash?

We, too, can enter the Beis Hamikdash, by bring
ourselves and others into a life and environment
of kedusha. And we should this Shlichus with
much publicity (like going out into the streets with
Mitzvah Tanks, loudly and publicly urging Yidden
to put on Tefillin etc.), just like the Kohein Gadol
was heard when he came into the Beis Hamik-
dash.

‘

asked, "7 °nxp nR" - “Master, when are
you coming?”

Moshiach answered, "nxm P movn o wd" - “when the
wellsprings of your chassidus will be spread outward.”

Upon hearing these words, the Baal Shem Tov immediately
returned to earth and spread his teachings, in greater amounts
and to more people than he had ever done before.

‘

Spread Chassidus: Since this was publicized, throughout
previous generations they have worked on spreading Chassi-
dus. However, in our times there is a difference: We should
also spread Chassidus but we must stress and emphasize that
this is to bring Moshiach closer. The same is with Torah learn-
ing and doing Mitzvos. All must be with the Kavanah to hasten
the coming of Moshiach.
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Learn From the Order of Parshiyos: There is sig-
nificance of the names and order of the Parshiyos
in Bereishis. Vayishlach, after one goes on Shlichus, spreading
Torah and Mitzvos, comes Vayeisheiv — sitting in peace with
Moshiach; Mikeitz — and end to all evil; Vayigash — coming close
to Hashem; and Vayechi — Techias Hameisim and Chayim
Nitzchiyim (living forever)!

A6. Tzedakah: Our compassion for the poor causes compas-
sion in return from Shamayim, which hastens the coming of
Moshiach and the days of our geulah. (see Shabbos 139:a) %"
"APTND 7AWy 070N vewn1a “Zion shall be redeemed by justice and
her settlers with tzedakah.” (Yeshayahu 1:27)

In the Gemara it says, "72IXNT DX N2PAW P78 777" — The
mitzvah of Tzedakah is great, for it hastens the coming of
Moshiach. When one gives Tzedakah he should have Kavanah
that this Tzedakah should bring the Geulah closer.
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Q. How bo WE HASTEN MOSHIACH’S ARRIVAL? (CONT’D)

A7. Achdus of Bnei Yisroel: Before Yaakov Avinu passed away,
he addressed all his sons: “Gather together and | shall tell you what
will happen to you in the end of days. Assemble yourselves and
hear..” (Bereishis 49:1-2) The Mefarshim try to explain why the
repetition of “gather” and “assemble”?

The Midrash tells us that with these words, he warned them
against any disagreement among themselves. (Bereishis Rabbah
98:2) He said to them: “Though it is not known when the day of
Judgment will be, | do tell you that the hour you gather together
you shall be redeemed. Then he proceeded to bentch them when
they were assembled.”

The unity of Bnei Yisroel, all being as one, is the preparation
and condition for the ultimate geulah, as it says, 7v 7783 PR PR
"nAR 7782 09210 w- Yidden will not be redeemed until they are
united.

Hatred caused the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash and the
present galus. Correcting this condition will bring about the re-
building of the Beis Hamikdash and the Geulah.
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The Berditchiver’s Tefilah: R’ Levi Yitzchak used to ‘demand’
from Hashem: “Ribbono Shel Olam! Why don’t you treat us at least
(as well) as a simple Yid behaves... | once saw a simple Yid, who was
holding his ‘Tefilin shel Rosh’ and it fell from his hand and he immedi-
ately bent down to retrieve the Tefilin from the ground and kissed
them.

“Hashem! We are your Tefilin! And we have ‘fallen’ into
Galus, for many years, why don’t you pick us up?”

(49 ‘v o"n yaxa xaIn)

Only one Request: A young boy approached his Rebbe and said
that he has only one request — that Moshiach should come.

His Rebbe looked at the boy and pointed his hand in the
direction of the line of people waiting to meet with him. “Do you see
all these people? One of them is going to approach me to request a
brachah for children, a second one a brachah for health, a third advice
for his business etc...

“If they would all request Moshiach, as you have
done, then he would surely come immediately!”

‘

Since the second Beis Hamikdash was de-
stroyed because of Sinas Chinam, and still has not
been rebuilt, we must increase our Ahavas Chi-
nam to bring Moshiach.

‘

The geulah will unify all Yidden, from the
greatest to the smallest, for not a single Yid will
remain in Galus. In preparation for this state,
one should make every effort to unify all the
different kinds of Yidden, in a spirit of Ahavas
Yisroel and Achdus Yisroel.

‘

A lion, like cattle will eat

When a yid davens Shemone Esrei and he says the
words, "mPnEn 7777 772y 77 ng X" he requests from
Hashem to send Moshiach, and he should think about
the meaning of these words, and also think, “What
have | done today, to bring Moshiach closer.”

*

A9. Study about Moshiach: We are en-
couraged us to study topics relating to Geulah and
become knowledgeable in all there is to know. The
greatest fear is fear of the unknown. Learning about
Moshiach will help us conquer our fears, and will

(Al make us feel comfortable with the idea of Moshiach.

A8. Beseech Hashem to Hasten Moshiach’s Coming: When our
ancestors cried out to Hashem and begged for geulah, they were
redeemed from Mitzrayim. We, too, must beg and daven to Ha-
shem, asking Him to speedily send us Moshiach and bring Geulah
for every day in Galus is a wasted opportunity.

Did you know that on an average day we mention the Geulah
70 times in our daily tefilos? When we show Hashem that we real-
ly mean what we say, he will respond We have to ask Hashem, Ty"
"?mn- till when?!

‘

Yidden Should Want: A person came to his Rebbe and re-
quested brachos for himself and for his family. He continued to
add more and more requests until the Rebbe told him: “Perhaps
you should request that Moshiach should come?”

He answered: “Im yirtzeh Hashem!”

His Rebbe: “Hashem already wants it; the Jewish people
should also want it!”
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Learning about Moshiach allows one to ‘taste’ what
the times of Moshiach will be like. More importantly,
it is the quickest way to hasten his coming.

In addition, just as before we perform a mitzvah we must learn
the necessary halachos of how to properly fulfill this mitzvah, so too
before the coming of Moshiach, we must learn the parts in Torah that
discuss Moshiach.

‘

A10. Await Moshiach: As it says, “A generation that awaits
Moshiach’s coming will immediately be redeemed” (Hilchos Teshuva,
7:5) We must have emunah and bitachon just like the Yidden in Mitz-
rayim were redeemed because of their faith. Anticipation of the com-
ing of Moshiach and awaiting Moshiach will hasten and actualize the
Geulah.
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Q. How Do WE HASTEN MOSHIACH’S ARRIVAL? (CONT’D)

Al11. Having children: It says, “The descendant of David
Hamelech will come when all the neshamos have been taken out
of the heavenly treasury.” (Yevamos 62a) When all the
neshamos will descend to this world, Moshiach will come. It
therefore follows that the birth of a Jewish baby is not only a
private cause for celebration for his parents and family, it is a
cause for rejoicing for all Yidden. Every Jewish baby that is born,
every neshama that comes down to this world, brings the geulah
closer.

‘

A12. Through the Mitzvos of the women: 770y w1 mo2"
"SX3T2 — ”Just like our fathers were redeemed from Mitzrayim in
the z'chus of the righteous women of the generation, in the
same way, the future geulah will come about in the z’chus of the
avodah of woman and girls.” In order to help bring Moshiach we
must be very careful with the special mitzvos of the women,
among them — Kashrus, Tznius and lighting Shabbos candles.
Specifically about Shabbos candles it says, oxX"

A14. Prepare the world: A team of reporters from C
was recording the distribution of dollars. After a while the Rebbe
turned to them and gave them a dollar, saying, “This is for chari-
ty.”

CNN: Can you tell us the message you have for the world about
Moshiach?

It was printed in all the press in all countries. If you want to
repeat to them, repeat to them, ‘Moshiach is ready to come now.
It is only that on our part we do something additional in the realm
of goodness and kindness.”

CNN: People should be doing goodness and kindness for him to
come?

At least a little more, then he will come immediately.

The future geulah will apply not only to Yidden, but to the
whole world as well. In order for the world to be ready for a state
of geulah, it needs to be prepared. Yidden must take action to
prepare even the Goyim in the world for the geulah. We have to

influence the nations of the world to act in a civi-

Sw MM aa% axon IR ,naw Sw M1 oawn anx
"% — “If you keep the mitzvah of Shabbos
candles, | will show you the candles of
Yerushalayim.”

(Likkutei Sichos, vol. 20, p. 227)

A13. Rejoice in the Geulah: The story is
told of one of the tzaddikim of Poland, the Ru-
zhiner, that when he was a little boy asked his
father for an apple but was refused But the
little boy really wanted some. He kept asking
for the dessert, but his father didn’t give it to
him.

Suddenly, he had an idea. In a loud and
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lized manner, through the observance of the She-
va Mitzvos Bnei Noach. It is for this reason that
the Rebbe encouraged us to publicize these seven
mitzvos to the goyim around us.
(Sichas Parshas Beshalach, 5743)

The World is Ready: ‘A question has
been asked. ‘If the sheva mitzvos have been in
effect for so many hundreds of years, why is it
that only recently it has been stressed, and so

clear voice, he made a brachah on the apple.
Now his father, who did not want him to make a brachah L’vata-
lah, had no choice but to give it to him.

In our situation too, if the Yidden begin now to rejoice al-
ready in the geulah, out of absolute bitachon that Hashem will
speedily send Moshiach, this joy (and emunah) itself will ‘force’
Hashem — our father in heaven — to fulfill his children’s wish and
to take them out of Galus.

(Likkutei Sichos, vol. 20, p. 384)

Simchah Breaks Boundaries: The nature of Simchah is that
it breaks all boundaries. As we see, when a Yid rejoices by the
wedding of a son, even if he has a shy nature, suddenly on this
night he’s talking to everyone, because his great Simchah drew
him out of the boundaries.

Or even a man who is a miser, and never gives away as much
as a penny to anyone, but when he is at his child’s wedding sud-
denly he let’s loose and gives because of the Simchah...

From this, we understand, that with great Simchah we can
break the boundaries of Galus, and dance to the complete Geu-
lah!
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constantly?’
The Rebbe explains the simple reason why these
mitzvos must be spread now.

In previous generations, it was impossible to influence non-
Jews in this regard. Any attempt to influence a non-Jew in reli-
gious matters would usually endanger one’s life, thus people
were exempt from reaching out to the Bnei Noach.

Today, however, we see that the world has changed drastical-
ly. Not only is it possible to influence non-Jews without endan-
gering oneself, but they are actually appreciative. When you tell
them that there is a Creator and that they can help make the
world a better place in which to live, through keeping the Sheva
Mitzvos, they see that you care for their well-being.

Furthermore, the Rambam uses the expression, ‘lakuf’ — to
forcefully influence them. Even if after you tried several times
they still don’t listen, try again. We frequently see that although
people are sometimes spoken to five times, they don’t change
until they hear it a sixth time.”
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A14. Prepare the World (cont’d) Someone might wish to
complain:  “Is teaching Goyim about Sheva Mitzvos what we
should focus on? There are so many other issues with Yidden
which need our attention.”

Obviously, this complaint cannot be taken seriously. By
the same reasoning, you could do away with all 613 mitzvos, chas
V'shalom. Ask someone to do a mitzvah, and he can reply, “But
there’s something else important that | am attending to.” There-
fore, we must be concerned with all the mitzvos — in this case,
spreading the sheva mitzvos B’'nei Noach.

‘

Apparently Not Enough Has Been Done: When Mr. Binyamin
(Bibi) Netanyahu passed by the Rebbe, he was received with a
smile, and while shaking his hand, the Rebbe said, “I have not seen
you for a long time!” Mr. Netanyahu said that he came to request
the Rebbe’s brachah.

The Rebbe said: “Since we met last, many things have hap-
pened, but one thing has remained the same — Moshiach has not
yet come! You must do things to speed his com-

Hastening Moshiach,
imanei HaGeula
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Simanei HaGeulah—Signs of the Geulah

It is difficult to believe that Moshiach can come right now when we
see so much evil in the world. It says that Moshiach will come ‘B’hesech
Hadas’ when our knowledge is removed from it. Does that mean we
shouldn’t think about his coming—chas v’shalom! It means, though, that
Moshiach will come when our knowledge tells us that it’s impossible for
him to come now, with much evil going on in the world!

Q. HOW WILL WE KNOW THAT MOSHIACH IS ABOUT TO COME?
WHAT WILL BE THE SIGNS?

A: The time appointed by Hashem for the Geulah is a closely
guarded secret. Nevertheless, we are offered many hints to rec-
ognize its closeness: “When you see a generation declining, hope
for him... when you see a generation overwhelmed by many trou-
bles..., await him”. (Sanhedrin 98a)

“When you see nations fighting each other, look toward...
Moshiach.” (Bereishis Rabbah 42:4). When certain conditions
come about, expect the imminent coming of Moshiach.

ing?”

Most of these conditions are quite disturbing,

To which, Mr. Netanyahu replied: “We are 197 YN 271 771 clearly displaying a situation of the very “bottom
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doing

The Rebbe disagreed: “But apparently, this is
not enough, because a number of hours in this
day have already gone by and he has still not
come. Since there are still a few hours left in this
day, we can still try today.”

‘

“WHAT DIFFERENCE WILL IT MAKE IF WE ARE
SPARED A SECOND FROM GALUS, AFTER BEING IN
THIS GALUS FOR MORE THAN 1900 YEARS?”

The Gemara (Sukkah 52: 2) tells us that Galus A cow & bear will graze together

is one of four things that Hashem regrets making,

of the pit.” The Talmud relates that in the time
before Moshiach: children will despise their par-
ents, arrogance will rule, wrong will be called
right, everyone will do as they please, and society
will be stretched and torn., nations will fight
against each other. In short, it will be a time of
suffering that will make it look as if Hashem were
asleep. These are the birth pangs of Moshiach,
bearable only in anticipation of the bliss that fol-
lows them.

Little wonder that some chachamim expressed

and Hashem doesn’t want us to stay in Galus.

Why does the Gemara have to tell us this? So that we should
not be too happy and comfortable with Galus, and we should al-
ways remember that Galus is something which is not good, and we
don’t belong here.

We must utilize every second in Galus to fulfill Torah and Mitz-
vos with a ‘storm’, and through this we could bring the Geulah
even a second closer.

We have to explain to the child that every second that we are
in Galus, Hashem is also found in Galus with us, with all his Mala-
chim (and Hashem has more Malachim than the pennies in Ameri-
ca’s treasury). And every second longer is not just another second,
it causes Hashem more pain...it is another second of keeping the
Shechinah in Galus, along with all these Malachim, and all
neshamos of Yidden. This adds up to hundreds of thousands of
seconds. Which is therefore understood that every second earlier
which Moshiach arrives, is really a lot earlier.
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nervousness about those days in terms of, “Let
Moshiach come, but let me not see him.”
‘Sanhedrin 98b) The Gemara says that in ‘lkvesa D’Meshicha’ in
the last days of Galus, each day we continue to remain will get
worse and worse!

The attitude, however, is to await his coming in spite of it all.

(The Rebbe said that the war that the Midrash discusses was the
‘Gulf War’ the great war when Iraq who is called ‘Melech Pras’ waged
war against Kuwait, the ‘Melech Aravi’, two great world nations.)

Q. THE REBBE ASKS, “WHY MUST THE GEMARA TELL US ABOUT
THE HARDSHIPS? WHAT IS THE PURPOSE?

A. If the Torah would not tell you, we would become very dis-
couraged, when we are nearing the end of the days of Galus, and
yet we would still be witnessing many evil occurrences. It would
really weaken our Emunah in the imminent arrival of Moshiach.
Therefore, the Torah tells us so that not only won’t our Emunah
be lost, instead it will be strengthened — because we will know
that when these signs occur then "mwn ump vX vXk" — behold,
Moshiach is about to come!
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Si i HaGeulah
Q. WHY WILL THERE BE SO MUCH EVIL BEFORE THE COMING OF

MOSHIACH?

A1l. Evil Rises In One Last Struggle: Before evil is erased, it will
rise in one last great struggle, become stronger, attacking society and
the individual, rising like a fever before it is broken.

Or, take for example, two people who are fighting with each oth-
er. They're wrestling, and finally — one is overpowering the other,
and pushes him to the ground. While he lies there on the ground,
fearing defeat, he makes a last effort, and with all his might, he tries
once more to be victorious.

We have done so much good during all this time in Galus. We
have brought so much holiness into the world. The forces of evil,
seeing that their end is near, are only putting in all their last remain-
ing strength, trying to have a bad influence.

So don’t feel discouraged because of increasing bad that you
might see in the world. It’s just another sign, that Galus is at its very
end.

A2. A Bath of Hot Water to Scrub: The times of Moshiach are
compared to Shabbos. Just like before Shabbos we
bathe in hot water to clean ourselves, so too the

Q. WHAT CAN WE DO TO SPARE OURSELVES FROM THE NEGATIVE sw
THAT WILL PRECEDE GEULAH?

A. Let him busy himself with Torah and acts of loving-kindness
(Sanhedrin 98b) These signs do not have to occur, if we follow in the
ways of Torah and mitzvos.

1”

‘

Q. ARE THERE ALSO GOOD AND HAPPY SIGNS INDICATING THE IMMI-
NENT COMING OF MOSHIACH? WHAT ARE THEY?

A. Yes. Immediately before the coming of Moshiach there will be a
lot of wealth; (Sanhedrin 97a) more Torah-study; and opening of the
“gates of wisdom above and the wellsprings of wisdom below,” proven
also by scientific and technological discoveries and advances. There will
also be a revelation of the chassidic teachings of the Torah; and also —
“In the time that Moshiach will awaken, many wonders and miracles will
occur in the world.”

‘

Q. HAVE ANY OF THESE POSITIVE SIGNS TAKEN PLACE YET?
Al. Advances in Knowledge: The Zohar predicted that in the era
before Moshiach, the world would see an extraordinary explosion of
knowledge, secular as well as holy, an overwhelming

troubles of Galus ‘cleans’ us from anything bad,
and prepares us to be able to greet Moshiach
Tzidkeinu. -

A3. Yeridah L’'Tzarich Aliyah: Even though we
don’t know all the details of the coming of
Moshiach, one thing is clear: There is a yeridah
before an aliyah - the world will get worse, before
it gets better. This can be seen by the geulah from
Mitzrayim, the closer the Yidden came to Geulah
the more they suffered. For example, after Ha-
shem sent Moshe with news of the geulah, Phar-
aoh instead intensified their work, withholding
straw. Only then did the Maakos begin, which
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The earth will be filled with knowledge of

expansion of technology and miraculous material ad-
vancement.

Since the Industrial Revolution, some two hundred fifty
years ago, science and technology have given us: radio,
television, automobiles, airplanes, telephones, comput-
ers, penicillin, vaccines, laser surgery, sanitation, refrig-
eration, food in abundance, internet and - increased
longevity. The possibility of prosperity exists for the
first time in history.

Gashmius progress prepares for the coming
of Moshiach.

Our current wealth results not from coinci-
dence or the sudden "brilliance" of modern life, but to
the approaching geulah and fulfillment of Hashem’s
plan.

eventually brought the Geulah.

Similarly, the Kli Yakar writes along the same lines, “every day,
closest to dawn, the darkness is at its deepest... Similarly, in the win-
ter, close to sunrise, the dark become stronger” — but the suffering
will immediately be followed by the Geulah.

A4. No Pain, No Gain: Like an olive press, the suffering of Galus
extracts the “oil” of the Yidden, their mesiras nefesh and closeness to
Hashem. (Menachos, 53b) The nisyanos before Geulah, pave the
way for the revelation of Hashem.

The challenge for us is to turn despair into joy, evil into acts of
kindness. This is the requirement for the era of happiness, and peace.
This will bring Moshiach.

Even with all the explanations for Golus, we still cannot
understand why it has to be done in such a painful way? Yet, we
trust in Hashem, and believe with complete faith, that it is really for
our good.

When Moshiach comes, we will understand all this. We will
see clearly the good that there is in Galus. And then, we will thank
Hashem for all that he has done.

@® Dayl7 @

‘

A2: Attack of Planet Jupiter: One sign taught by the Zohar pre-
dicts that around the time of Moshiach’s coming, a tremendous war will
take place. This is what will take place: a group of objects in space will
attack the planet Jupiter, and all this will be seen by people on earth.

Well, it was Shabbos afternoon—July 17, 1994, at exactly 4:04 p.m.
when the first space object crashed into Jupiter and exploded into a
huge fireball. This object, which was about a mile long, was actually part
of a huge comet, which had recently split apart into 21 pieces. The hole
that this object made in Jupiter was around a 1000 miles wide. But don’t
worry - Jupiter is nine times the size of the earth, so it’s not a big deal
for it. The very same night two more of these twenty-one space- objects
attacked Jupiter. This three-attacks-a-day business repeated itself every
day for an entire week.

Now scientists predict that even people with very powerful tele-
scopes would not be able to see much. But they were wrong! Just as
the Zohar predicted, even people with weak telescopes were able to see
amazing flashes of fire on Jupiter. And that’s not all; the U.S. had a
spacecraft there named "Hubble" which took pictures of what was hap-
pening and transmitted them back to Earth!

Another amazing sign of the special times that we are living in!
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— Q. HOW IS IT THAT OUR GENERATION, “IKVESA D’MESHICHA”
(THE HEELS) WILL BE ABLE TO BRING MOSHIACH?

Many times we ask, is it fair that the present generation
should be able to merit the Geulah when this was withheld from
previous generations? Those before us were so much greater
and more pious than we are, as it says: 1IX ,0°OR?1D D°1WKR7 OR"
".0°1AM20 1R ,0TR 120 2PNWROT OK ..07X% 2120 “If the earlier
generations were like malachim, we are but like plain humans; if
they were like humans, we are like donkeys!”

(Yerushalmi, Shekalim 5:1)

‘

Al. Feet Heal the Head: The following Mashal can be
given to answer this famous question. In recent years, a new
method in healing, called reflexology was found. The doctors
using this method cure all sicknesses in the body through apply-
ing pressure on different parts of the foot. As a result, even
diseases that are found in the head are cured through the foot.

The same is true with our generation. Although the previous
generations were indeed greater than ours,

The Last Saw: A great Tzadik once told the following mashal
as an example: “There was once a rich and powerful king who
had many beautiful gardens surrounding his huge, magnificent
palace. The king loved to stroll through the gardens and look at
the beautiful flowers and trees. There was one thing, however,
which upset the king very much; right in the center of one of the
gardens stood a tremendous, ugly tree. It was old and dry with
roots sticking out on every side, and it detracted from the beauty
of the garden. The king had already tried a number of times to
have the royal gardeners chop it down, but they hadn’t been able
to do it; the tree was simply too thick.

One day the king had a wonderful idea. He sent messengers
throughout his kingdom to announce to the people that anyone
who would succeed in chopping down the huge, ugly tree would
receive the honor of marrying his daughter, the princess.

Strongmen came from far and wide with all kinds of axes.
They each took their turn in hacking at the tree, but it was use-
less; not even a dent could be seen on the tree.
One day, a skinny, little man with a small hammer

nevertheless, it is within our power, the power
of ‘lkvesa D’Meshicha’ the heels of Moshiach -
to heal what was done in all previous genera-
tions and bring Moshiach.

A2. On Giants’ Shoulders: Additionally,
the answer could also be understood through a
different example: In general, a giant can see a
lot farther than a dwarf. This is when they
both stand on the same ground. However,
perched atop giants’ shoulders, a dwarf can see
even farther than the giant. So too our genera-
tion is dwarfed in comparison to previous great
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in his hand arrived at the palace gates and said
that he wants to take a swing at the tree. Every-
one laughed when they heard this, but they let
him try for the king had said that anyone was per-
mitted to try.

The little man walked up to the tree, and
hit it once with his small hammer. Down came the
tree, crashing into many pieces!

Everyone just stood there in amazement,
unable to believe what they had seen. After they
regained their wits, one of the ministers hurried to
inform the king of what had taken place. The king
rushed to the scene, where the little man with the

generations but, having inherited all their To-
rah and Avodah, we stand on their shoulders,
and we can reach a higher level than they did.

What about past sins, are they cumulative too? Unlike
bad—which once Hashem forgives ceases to exist—goodness is
eternal and increases from generation to generation. Our gen-
eration therefore is full with goodness collected over time from
the Avos and previous generations, but none of their sins.

‘

A3. Because Only a Minor Task Remains: Each generation
has its own mission. Previous generations were given difficult
and complicated tasks. These generations brought tremendous
holiness into the world, refining the darkness of Golus. They
brought the Shechina almost completely down here. Thanks to
them only a minor task remains, which even simple people like
us can do. When our lowly generation completes our Avodah,
Moshiach will not only come in our merit, but by virtue of all
previous generations. Their good remains.
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hammer was standing next to the fallen tree, a
smile on his face.

“How can it be,” asked the king in wonder, “that the strongest
men in all of my kingdom, using the sharpest axes couldn’t even
dent the tree, and you, little man, knocked it down with a small
hammer?!”

“It’s very simple,” answered the little man. “After all the
mighty blows which the tree received from the strongmen and
their axes, it was ready to fall down. Although it appeared to be
as strong and tough as ever, in truth, the only thing needed to
push it over was one small thing.”

{Application: Our generation must be especially aware of the im-
portance of every little mitzvah. One small mitzvah may be all that’s left
to bring Moshiach, after the hard work of all previous generations.}

‘

A4. We should not say that we don’t have the power, we are
given special Koichos. It’s up to us now!




<_Identifying Moshiach>

Q. HOW IS IT THAT OUR GENERATION, “IKVESA

D’MESHICHA” (THE HEELS) WILL BE ABLE TO BRING MOSHIACH?

A5. A Good Deed Done From Hardship Has Greater Merit:
Finally, the very deterioration of our conditions, makes it so
much more difficult for us to achieve ruchnius perfection,
which makes even our slightest mitzvah much more valuable
to Hashem, for “one thing in suffering is better than a hundred
in ease.” (Avos of R’. Nosson 3:6) Which teaches us that: “a
very small act in this generation is equal to many great mitzvos
in others; for in these generations evil is extremely overpower-
ing, to no end, unlike in previous times!” (Hilchos Teshuvah
3:2)

‘

Q. WHO IS IT THAT WILL BRING THE GEULAH?

A. Dependent on and in the merit of the Women of our
Generation: The Gemara relates that only through the merit
of the Jewish women were Bnei Yisroel redeemed from slavery
in Mitzrayim. 12°MaR 1HRA DPIPIR w3 Mo

The Qualities of Moshiach:

Q, WHAT ARE THE QUALITIES OF MOSHIACH?

Al. Human King: The Jewish belief in Moshiach requires belief
not only in the days of Moshiach, but also belief in a human being —a
king - a leader of the Jewish people who, through Hashem’s power,
ushers in this new era.

Our belief in Moshiach being a Human king is so important, that
the Rambam states that whoever does not believe in a Jewish leader
and king who will usher in the times of Moshiach has denied the
Neviim and the entire Torah.

‘

Q. Why a human Moshiach? Why can’t Hashem bring about
these changes Himself, without a human messenger? Why can’t Ha-
shem simply inspire people to live in peace and harmony?

A. In truth, Hashem has always chosen individuals to lead His
people. Moshiach will not be the first person in Jewish history to lead
his generation to geulah, to be the messenger of Hashem’s revelation
to the Jewish people. Moshe did that. Moshiach will not be the first
person to lead the Jews into Eretz Yisroel. Yehoshua
did that. And Moshiach will not be the first through

"a¥nn Centuries later, the Ari"zal wrote that
the same will be true in the future: o> w1 mor"
"SRAT? 1°7°0Y - Moshiach will come to redeem
the Jewish people from galus through the
merit of the Jewish women.

Q. WHAT IS THIS UNIQUE QUALITY OF THE
JEWISH WOMEN, AND WHY IS IT RELATED SPE-
CIFICALLY TO GEULAH?

A. Emunah: To answer this, we must un-
derstand the nature of Geulah and the basic
difference between man and woman, or, male
and female..

whom Hashem will build a place to dwell. Dovid
HaMelech and Shlomo HaMelech did that.

The concept that chosen individuals be-
come leaders of the Jewish nation has always been a
part of Jewish life. Jews, in all times, flocked to a
person who represented a Torah way of life, wheth-
er it was a Navi, Melech, or a Rav. In fact, according
to the Zohar, every generation has its own Moshe, its
own leader.

Hashem created His world so that people
will change the world, perfect it and ultimately make
the world that which Hashem intended it to be: "A
home for Hashem." Moshiach, too, will be only one

Geulah means going beyond "reality," —
leaving our mitzrayim, our limitations. To go beyond reason
requires a belief, a trust in that which cannot be analyzed or
understood. And this is the ruchnius nature of women — to
have Emunah.

Throughout the history of our Yomim Tovim we see an ex-
pression of Emunah of the women often in the form of mesiras
nefesh. As we see in the following examples:

A. By Cheit Ha'eigel: Moshe did not come down from Har
Sinai when he promised. Reality says something went wrong.
Emunah says Moshe must come down when he promised, so
"reality" is wrong. Nevertheless, the women did not participate
in Cheit Ha'eigel.

B. Purim: Achashveirosh has decreed that anyone may Kkill
the Jews. Logic would say to hide from him or bribe him. But
Esther fasted and davened for three days, and the Yidden were
saved.

Rationally, we know Geulah is not near. We have too many
troubles, there’s too much suffering, life is as hard as always.
But the women demonstrated that we should have Emunah.
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more link in the glorious chain of Jewish tradition of
great and inspiring leaders to direct the Jewish peo-
ple and the entire world into an era of peace.

‘

Q. We may ask, how can one person change the world? We
must understand how a Jewish leader may deeply influence the Jew-
ish people, but how can he affect the 5 billion non-Jews?

A. One possible approach, oddly enough, can be found in a ma-
shal to the power of evil. We have witnessed one of the most horri-
fying events in history. One evil individual nearly shattered civilization
and almost destroyed the Jewish people. Hitler’s ability to persuade
the masses, to arouse the evil side of millions of people, uncovered
unimaginable levels of wickedness, producing an disaster from which
the world still has not fully recovered.

Even recently, we have seen other tyrants influence a large part
of the world. If one individual can persuade millions to abandon all
compassion, how much more so can a single good and holy person
influence tens of millions towards decency and morality.

Such a person, however, must possess more than charisma and
great leadership skills. He is chosen by the qualities he possesses.




—
Q. WHO 1S MOSHIACH?

A. Determining Moshiach is a three-stage process:

1) In every generation there exists an individual, hid-
den or recognized as a leader, who has the potential to
be Moshiach.

2) This individual emerges on the world scene and
displays the characteristics of Moshiach as described in
the Torah and Halacha. We then assume he is Moshiach
— ‘Chezkas Moshiach’

3) Finally, he brings about the changes, which mark
the times of Moshiach. We then know he is definitely
Moshiach — ‘Moshiach Vadai.”

‘

A. A Tzaddik from your generation. Any time is a po-
tential time for the coming of Moshiach. Moshiach is
already on earth, a tzadik appearing and
existing in every generation. “In every

The students of Rabbi Shila used to say that Moshiagh’s
name is Shilo.” The Talmud continues to list each yeshivah
in which the leader of that particular Yeshiva was consid-
ered to be the long-awaited Moshiach.

Reb Yanai's students said that Moshiach’s name is
Yinun’.

The Yeshiva students of Rav Chanina said that
Moshiach’s name is ‘Chanina’.

Others said Moshiach’s name was Menachem.

All brought pessukim from Tanach to prove their as-
sumptions.

May we merit the Geulah Miyad (immediately) 7°». This
Hebrew word is made up of three letters: Mem, Yud, and
Daled. We have learned that the word Miyad stands for

three leaders of generations: Moshe
Rabbeinu, Yisroel Baal Shem Tov, and Dovid

generation is born a descendant of Yehu-
da fit to be Bnei Yisroel’s Moshiach!” (R.
Ovadiah of Bartenura)

“And just as Moshe the first re-
deemer of Bnei Yisroel, reached the age of
eighty years and did not know or sense
that he would redeem Bnei Yisroel, even
when Hashem said to him, ‘Come and |
will send you to Pharaoh..” (Shmos 3:10),
he declined and did not want to accept
that mission. So too it will be with

Hamelech.
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Our Chachamim insisted that we expect
Moshiach’s revelation every day. We have a
responsibility to familiarize ourselves with the
qualifications for Moshiach, to look for his
arrival, and to search, without prejudice, for
any individual in our generation who emerges
as a potential Moshiach.

Moshiach.

At the proper time, Hashem will reveal Himself to
Moshiach, and the spirit of Moshiach, which is hidden
above, until his coming will rest upon him.

(We also find with Shaul Hamelech that the malchus
and the Ruach Hakodesh which he had not sensed at all
within himself, came upon him after he was anointed.)

The tzaddik himself does not realize this potential.
Because of our aveiros, many such tzadikim passed away
already. We did not merit that they should be Moshiach.
They were fit for this, but their generations were not fit.

Q. How does one know who the Moshiach of his gen-
eration is?

The leader of the generation is also the Moshiach of the
generation.
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Every generation must have an individual
who is the potential Moshiach, chosen by
Hashem to redeem the Jewish people and usher in the
times of Moshiach, should it be the appropriate time.




2) What are the characteristics of the ‘Potential
(Chezkas) Moshiach’?

A. The Rambam briefly summarizes the conclusions of the
Neviim and chachamim who preceded him. (interestingly, alt-
hough one may find different opinions about the details of other areas
of Halacha, all later ones agree with the Rambam’s principles concern-
ing the identity of Moshiach.)

In order to be presumed to be Moshiach, an individual must:

1. ""717 nean T9n 7" Be from the House of Dovid.

2. ""1aR 717D mIxna pown ,7Ina A" Be knowledgeable in
all aspects of Torah and Halacha, and fully observe them.

3. "apTa Py 2 TeoR bR B 719" Guide his fellow
Yidden back to keeping Torah.

4. "7 namon anem" Fight the war of Hashem, leading the
fight against evil.

We have clear-cut guidelines for judging an individual’s
ability to be Moshiach. Let’s look at them
closely.

What are the qualities of a Definite Moshiach?
Then the Rambam continues: We can identify that he is definitely
Moshiach (Vadai) If...

1. He did [these things above] successfully (and defeated all the
nations around him),

2. "Iipnm wTpnin N1 N "Built the Beis Hamikdash on its site

3. 7xaw 'nT yaj"Gathered all Bnei Yisroel from the dispersed
lands.
He will [then] correct the entire world to serve Hashem in unity.

If he meets all the above criteria, then he is definitely Moshiach. Had
the Yidden only paid more attention to these halachos, we could have
spared ourselves much of the crushing disappointment generated by false
Moshiachs throughout the ages. For these fakes built their cases on misin-
terpreted midrashim, signs etc., but none passed the Rambam’s Halachic
test.

‘
Q. DOES MOSHIACH HAVE TO DO WONDERS FOR US TO BELIEVE IN HIM?
A. The Rambam does not hold that one of the qualities of

Moshiach will be that he will perform miracles and won-
ders (like Techiyas Hameisim) to prove that he is

1. Many Jewish families today can still
trace their lineage to Dovid HaMelech. For
example, the Maharal of Prague, had docu-
mented evidence of his descent from Dovid
HaMelech, and we have records and testimo-
ny easily verifying ancestry back to his time.

2. What does it mean that Moshiach will
be expert in all aspects of Torah? It means,
simply, he will be an extraordinary scholar,
constantly discovering new and deeper in-
sights into Torah, whose knowledge extends
from the Torah She’Beksav to the Torah
She’Baal Peh, from knowing the details of Ha-
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The names of Moshiach

Moshiach.

A proof for this is seen in the story of Ben
Kuziva. Decades had passed since the destruction of the
second Beis Hamikdash, and the persecution of the Jew-
ish people by the Roman Empire just kept getting worse.
At that time, the Romans still allowed the Yidden to
remain in Eretz Yisroel, however, they governed the land
in a cruel manner.

During this time period there lived a great
tzaddik and leader by the name of Shimon Ben Koziva.
He learned and taught great amounts of Torah, and was
exceptionally careful in his observance of Mitzvos.

Ben Koziva — as he was called at that time —
couldn’t bear the suffering of his Jewish brothers and so,

lacha to a profound understanding of more

ruchnius concepts. This phenomenal knowledge will be
demonstrated by his published works and speeches, available
for the public.

3. What of the third guideline, the ability to lead his fellow
Jews back to frumkeit? This means that Moshiach must be a
great Jewish world leader, who actively reaches out to all Jews
in every corner of the globe. This can only be done by estab-
lishing a network of religious, educational and social institu-
tions that affect everyone, regardless of background and affilia-
tion, and touching non-Jews as well.

4. Finally, our assumed Moshiach energetically involves
himself in every aspect of Jewish survival, from fighting assimi-
lation and intermarriage to insisting on the security of the Jews
in Eretz Yisroel. He must also be a force for universal morality,
promoting freedom, responsibility and civilization among the
nations.

According to the Rambam and all other experts, we must
consider anyone who possesses these traits to be Moshiach.
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in secrecy, he organized a small Jewish army and began
to strike back at the Roman soldiers stationed in Eretz
Yisroel. His small army grew very quickly and the Romans soon began to
fear him very much. They sent thousands of soldiers from Rome to Eretz
Yisroel in order to defeat him. But Hashem was with Ben Koziva, and
instead it was they who defeated the Romans battle after battle, and
made a great Kiddush Hashem.

It was at this time in history that the great Tanna, R’ Akiva lived. Rab-
bi Akiva recognized the great level of Ben Koziva and announced to the
Jewish people that Ben Koziva was in fact — Moshiach! (From then on R’
Akiva called him Bar Kochva because Moshiach is referred to as Kochev, a
star.) When Bar Kochva would go to battle the Romans, R’ Akiva would
carry his armor.

More than two years passed, and one day, unexpectedly, the Romans
attacked. Bar Kochva and the Jewish people fought back, but this time
they did not have HaShem’s help, and so they lost the great battle. Due
to his aveiros, Bar Kochva was eventually killed, thus disqualifying him as
Moshiach. It was only afterwards that all understood that he wasn’t
Moshiach. However, the entire time that they did believe in Moshiach,
we don’t find that they asked him to “show them miracles.” Because
Moshiach will not need to perform miracles for us to believe in him.

(Rambam Hilchos Melachim, ch. 11, To Await Moshiach)

@
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, WHAT IS THE CHARACTER OF MOSHIACH?

A. The first critical trait is humility, which all true Jewish lead-
ers have possessed. Moshiach, in particular, will be the most
humble of men, despite the greatness of his leadership.

We see this in Moshe - the very first Moshiach of the Jewish
people - described as possessing both royalty and humility.
Moshe’s power, his leadership, his royalty came from his bitul,
his ability to be ego-less, so as to be a keili for transmitting
Hashem’s message to the world.

‘

Q. WHAT ARE SOME OF THE QUALITIES OF MOSHIACH?

Al. Very Wise: “Behold, My servant shall be wise, he shall be
dignified and lofty....” (Yeshayahu 52:13). His wisdom shall ex-
ceed even that of Shlomo HaMelech

A2. Greatest Leader: He shall be greater than the Avos,
greater than all the nevi'im after Moshe, and in many respects
even more exalted than Moshe. His stature and honor shall ex-
ceed that of all kings before him. He will be an

7’: <IdenﬁMng Moshiach>
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Q. WHY MUST MOSHIACH, THE INDIVIDUAL WHO WILL BRING GEU-
LAH TO THE WORLD, UNDERGO ILLNESS AND PAIN?

There are two basic reasons.

Al. Suffers For His Generation: The first has to do with the
relationship between Moshiach and his generation. The suffering of
Moshiach is for the sake of, and to atone for, his generation.

There is a famous story about a Rebbe. At a yechidus, a young
man expressed grief over some aveiros. His Rebbe uncovered his
arm and pointed out a section that had shriveled, saying, "See how
my skin clings to my bones, and all this from your ‘aveiros of
youth.”" The story shows that, despite this Rebbe’s high ruchnius
level, he was so bound up with his chassidim that one’s unsatisfac-
tory ruchnius state could affect his physical health - literally shrink-
ing his skin.

‘

Another example of a leader’s devotion to his people, to
the extent that he suffers for them - After the Jewish people sinned
with Cheit Ha’eigel, Hashem said he would destroy
them and build a new nation through Moshe. How-

extraordinary navi, second only to Moshe, with
all the ruchnius and mental qualities that are
necessary to be blessed with the gift of nevuah.

ever, Moshe, who had not sinned, who had not

noan -I‘”: -”?:ys” even been with the people at the time, replied that

he was willing to continue only if Hashem would

A3. Worried about his people: As a faithful A0 7T ,l-m.ln: forgive the people. If Hashem would not, however,

shepherd he already cares so much about his
people that he volunteered to suffer all kinds of

agonies to assure that not a single Jew of all LT

times will be lost.
A4. Occupied with Torah and Mitzvos:

2979 MIXAS ,‘?_61:71 Moshe demanded to be removed from the Torah.

That Moshiach not only is willing to suffer, but,
Chas v'shalom, may have to suffer for his people,

58"‘”’ 173 1']1:’1 follows naturally from his relationship, the insepa-

rable bond he has with them.

Moshiach shall meditate on the Torah and be '-‘P.’: PT”’” " 117,77 .

preoccupied with mitzvos. He shall teach all the

Jewish people and instruct them in the way of Wem maaminen =iy

Hashem. He will prevail upon Bnei Yisroel to

A2. Suffers from Transformation: The second rea-
son for Moshiach’s illness has to do with Moshiach
himself. As we have explained before, geulah is a

follow and observe the Torah, repair its breach-
es, and fight the battles of Hashem. Moshiach
will reveal altogether new insights, making manifest the hidden
mysteries of the Torah.

A5. Respected by Goyim: Though Moshiach comes first to
Bnei Yisroel, all the nations will recognize his wisdom and sublim-
ity and submit to his rule. He will guide and instruct them as well.

A6. Performs Miracles: The Rambam says that there is no
need for Moshiach to perform signs and wonders to prove him-
self. Nonetheless, he will do so.

‘

The Suffering of Moshiach: The Gemara describes the
whereabouts of Moshiach in Galus saying, “He is sitting among
the sickly paupers at the gate to Rome, putting bandages over his
sores.” Yeshayahu describes at length "a man of pains and ac-
quainted with sickness." Many mefarshim, such as Ramban and
Abarbanel, explain this refers to Moshiach.
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process: the potential Moshiach becomes the pre-
sumed Moshiach (chezkas Moshiach), and then the confirmed
Moshiach (Moshiach Vadai). The suffering of Moshiach, then, is part
of the transformation, the process of becoming Moshiach.

For this reason, the time of the coming of Moshiach is often
referred to as the "birth pangs of Moshiach," for just as the labor
and delivery of a newborn involves a tremendous, difficult struggle,
so, too the emergence of Moshiach may well require a painful dis-
ruption of previous conditions, leading to confusion, agitation and
disorder. Naturally, this would affect the generation and Moshiach.

Q. WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR US TO KNOW ABOUT THE SUFFER-
ING?

A. Knowing of the illness and pain that Moshiach accepts for our
sake must change us as well. When children see a parent sacrificing
for them, it arouses a determination to improve, to be worthy of
what is being done for them. The Ramban explains that the pain of
Moshiach will result in our self-improvement, thus bringing
Moshiach. This means that we can spare Moshiach his pain and
hasten his revelation by increasing our mitzvos. Our actions - our
words and thoughts - count in the struggle to bring Geulah.
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Q. How MOSHIACH WiLL REVEAL HIMSELF — NATURAL OR

SUPERNATURAL?

A. One opinion, based on pessukim in Tanach, suggests that
geulah will come suddenly, changing reality in an instant. The
Navi Malachi (3:1) declares, onX WK NTRT 192°7 PR K12 DRND"
"owpan "The Master whom you seek will suddenly come to his
Beis HaMikdash," and Metzudas Dovid comments this is under-
stood as a reference to Moshiach. This means, Moshiach will
arrive immediately, without any advance warning or prepara-
tion.

The very belief in the coming of Moshiach includes the daily
expectation of his arrival - without preparation or forewarning.
As the Rambam puts it: “Even though he tarries, | will wait for
him every day”, which means, Moshiach can come at any mo-
ment.

Q. BUT HOW IS IT POSSIBLE FOR MOSHIACH

Q. ARE THERE REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS MIRACULOUS REVELA-
TION?

A. Chachamim explain: If we are worthy, geulah will be sudden
and supernatural, with the third Beis HaMikdash descending from
shamayim. The advantage of such an arrival is obvious: we avoid
the wars, the suffering, and the ‘birth pangs’ that would otherwise
precede Geulah.

‘

Q. WHAT IF WE DON’T MEET THESE REQUIREMENTS? HOW WILL
MOSHIACH COME?

A. Our tradition also says Moshiach can come "in his time,"
after long preparation, struggle and through natural means.

In the Gemara, the movement toward geulah is compared to
the unfolding of the dawn. There will be a period of confusion and
turmoil; the people will doubt Moshiach, question his qualifica-
tions, and even persecute him - because of the uncertainty and
chaos of the times. Moshiach will even appear as a pauper, as the

navi says, "mnn Sy 2011 w" - lowly and riding a

TO JUST SUDDENLY APPEAR?

A. When we look at the world of nature,
sometimes we can see the development of a
major event - a hurricane, for example. Even
so, we cannot forecast - until practically the
last minute - where it will land, make itself
felt. Other times, acts of nature occur unex-
pectedly, as if spontaneously - like the volcano
that explodes without warning or the tornado
that suddenly springs into existence.

In retrospect, we can trace the process of
development; uncover the preconditions for
the devastating, senses-numbing event. But

2°NKRY 2an12r nneY

Swords will be beaten to plow-

donkey,

According to this perspective, the time before
Moshiach will be one of unprecedented difficulty.
There will be increased personal problems: ruchni-
us dilemmas, emotional traumas, deteriorating
relationships. There will be economic disaster, na-
tional and international upheavals, strife and con-
flict. All this will lead to a war.

In fact, the Rambam declares that
Moshiach must come in a natural manner. Unlike
the opinion of a sudden, miraculous, yet peaceful
revelation of Moshiach, the opinion of a natural
process of geulah speaks of a period of turmoil and

b

until the earthquake happens, until it abruptly
emerges, it has been concealed. And so we are surprised, won-
dering how it could have happened without warning.

The miraculous appearance of Moshiach will be like these -
a sudden, spontaneous emergence. And of course, though tak-
en by surprise, in retrospect, we will be able to mark the hid-
den steps, discover the prior ruchnius development.

He Will Reappear: When Moshe Rabbeinu came to
the Yidden, the first time, he told them the news of their Geu-
lah. Afterwards, he hid in Midyan for a while, Moshe Rabbeinu
first came to the Yidden to tell them that Hashem will take
them out of Mitzrayim. Then he reappeared a long while later,
(after the 10 makkos, and karbon Pesach...) and actually took
them out of Galus.

The Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 11:2) tells us that the same
is with Moshiach. First he will come once and tell us a7 373"
"0onRa — the time of your Geulah has arrived, then he will be
hidden, only then will he suddenly reappear, and reveal him-
self and take all the Yidden out of Galus.

(2 ,8" 7" 0w Sy Nk nowa w'n 9'"Y)
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violence immediately prior to Moshiach.

Q. IF THERE ARE TWO OPINIONS OF HOW MOSHIACH WILL COME,
(a peaceful revelation or painful appearance) HOW CAN WE RECON-
CILE THE TWO? DOES THE RAMBAM CONTRADICT HIMSELF?

A. The Rambam supports both views. Surely, there must be a
combination of "ynpa"- in its time and "mwsnRa" - | will hasten it."

How can this be so? Every phase of "in its time" can be has-
tened supernaturally. The process of geulah can be speeded up,
condensed into a brief period. In fact, the process itself contains
the potential for the instantaneous revelation of Moshiach: the
more effort we put into preparing, the more diligently we perform
mitzvos and learn Torah, the more we try to add a little kindness
and a little goodness to the world, the more we know about
Moshiach and the more anxiously we await - the more quickly
Moshiach will come -- immediately.
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Q. WHAT WILL OUR GEULAH BE COMPARED TO?

A. The Navi says about the days of Moshiach, yaR% TnRY 220"
"NR9D1 ARIR ,0°7%7 - “As in the days of your going from the land of
Mitzrayim, | will show you wonders.” The galus from Mitzrayim,
which we celebrate every Pesach, is the model for the final Geu-
lah, in which we will also be shown many wonders, but even
greater ones.

It also says in the writings of the Arizal that the
neshamos of the last generation of Galus, are ‘gilgulim’ from Yid-
den who were taken from Galus Mitzrayim. Therefore, both expe-
rience a similar Geulah.

Moshiach, in many ways, will be comparable to Moshe.
1. They will care for every individual.
2. They will be on the highest ruchnius and intellectual level and
vet will be the most humble of men.
3. Moshiach, like Moshe, will undergo many trials before his
leadership is finally accepted.
4. Both will disappear and then reappear:

7’: <The 2 Geulos—Then 8>

AS. (continued) So why do we tell the Rasha this? Shouldn’t we
tell him something more positive that will make him look forward to
the Geulah. We tell him, that it will be different when Moshiach
comes. Every single Yid that remains in Galus will be part of the Geu-
lah, even a Rasha. Therefore, every Yid should and must help to
bring about the Geulah, speedily!

The Yom Tov of Pesach: Mitzrayim in Hebrew is associated
with meitzarim - boundaries and limitations. Each year, the Yom Tov
of Pesach gives us the ability to rise above our individual limitations
and experience geulah in a personal sense.

Our Chachamim say: "In every generation, a person is required to
see himself as if he left Mitzrayim." This is possible only when a per-
son gives up his sense of self and personal concern. For indeed, a
sense of self is the greatest limitation a person can have. Therefore,
as a preparation for Pesach, we rid our homes of chametz, and re-
frain from eating it for the eight days. For chametz rises, pointing to
puffed-up pride and conceit, while the flatness of
matzah shows humility that opens us up for Hashem

Moshe was up on Har Sinai and hidden from
Bnei Yisroel. Only after 40 days he reap-
peared with the Torah. So too, first
Moshiach will appear and announce, "The
time of your geulah has arrived". Then he
will be hidden for a while and only after-
ward reappear and give us the Torah of
Moshiach.

Many comparisons are made between
the times of Moshe and the times of Moshiach,
and the chachamim and nevi’im agree that many
details will be repeated:

1. Intense Suffering and slavery of the

to take us out of our Mitzrayim, with Moshiach
NOW!
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QOO PANR
NN
“nINDD1

Shevi’i Shel Pesach - The Seventh Day of
Pesach: On this day we celebrate the anniversary of
the Krias Yam Suf. How did the sea split? Nachshon,
the leader of shevet Yehuda, jumped into the sea
and continued advancing forward until the water
reached his nostrils. Only then did the waters make a
path. He sets an example for all of us teaching us to
follow the Horaos of the Rebbe, confident that Ha-
shem will do the rest, and take us out of Galus imme-

Yidden for many years before Geulah

2. Peace Precedes Right Before Geulah: However, just like
the Yidden only went out of Galus on Pesach, but since
Rosh Hashana — when the Makkos began — they enjoyed
peaceful times. So too, by the Geulah, and even now,
when we are at the end of Galus, Hashem helps us that it
should be good for us both b’gashmius and b’ruchnius.

3. Doubt surrounding the announcement of geulah and the
miracles connected to the geulah from Mitzrayim.

4.  We Will Not Have to Run: Even though the two Geulos
will be comparable, the future Geulah will be a lot great-
er. When the Yidden left Mitzrayim, they left in a hurry,
like a servant runs from his master, However, when we
leave we will not run, we will go out proud.

5. Everyone Will Leave: By the Seder we tell the Rasha,
ORI AR oW IR — If you were in Mitzrayim you
would not have been redeemed. When the Yidden were
slaves in Mitzrayim, and were told by Moshe Rabbeinu
that they will soon be free, there were a few Yidden that
did not want to go out of Mitzrayim. They died during
Makkos Choshech.
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diately.

‘

Acharon Shel Pesach - The Eighth Day of Pesach: With all the
connections between Pesach and the days of Moshiach, it is not sur-
prising that the Baal Shem Tov instituted the "Moshiach Seudah,"
that connects Pesach with Moshiach. On this day, the Baal Shem Tov
would call his students to gather for a special meal which he called
Mashiach’s Seudah. The Baal Shem Tov would celebrate this meal
with matzah, "the food of emunah," for with Mashiach’s coming, our
emunah will be lifted to higher plateaus. The Rebbe Rashab, the fifth
Lubavitcher Rebbe, added the custom of drinking four cups of wine.
For on that day, the Baal Shem Tov explained, the radiance of
Moshiach is openly revealed. By eating and drinking, we internalize
the revealed holiness.

The Haftorah reading for this day centers around the coming of
Mashiach, containing Yeshayahu’s Nevuos of the era which Mashiach
will introduce: " The wolf will dwell with the lamb, the leopard will lie
down with the young goat..The earth will be filled with the
knowledge of Hashem as the sea covers up the ocean bed."




<The Days of Moshiach>

THE DAYS OF MOSHIACH — WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN MOSHIACH COMES!
oshiach will introduce a new era in history. In the times of Moshiach
many wonderful things will occur.

The Beis Hamikdash will be restored

Kibbutz Galiyus

End to Evil, Tumah and Aveiros

Awareness and Knowledge of Hashem

Universal Worship of Hashem

Universal Peace and Harmony

Techiyas Hameisim

Blissful Utopia: End to Disease and Death

Material Abundance

~EommpOwR

A. RESTORATION OF THE BEIS HAMIKDASH

Moshiach shall restore the Beis Hamikdash in Yerushalayim. This re-
fers to the third Beis Hamikdash that will stand forever, in fulfillment of
the Nevuah of Yechezkel 37:26-28: “I shall give My Beis Hamikdash in their
midst forever.” Indeed, Moshiach must accomplish this task before we
can with absolute certainty declare him to be Moshiach.

The Beis HaMikdash has always had a crucial place in Jewish life. Even
today, before the revelation of Moshiach, the importance of the Beis
HaMikdash remains: we remember it at weddings; we fast on Tisha B’Av -
the day it was burned; we study its structure; our

The destruction of the first two Batei Mikdashos was not reckless or withou
reason. It was a positive act, with a constructive purpose, as it is written, "He
poured out His anger on wood and stones and He did not pour out His wrath on
Bnei Yisroel."

The first Beis HaMikdash was destroyed by Bavel, because the Jewish people
were guilty of avodah zarah, and bloodshed, resulting in a four hundred year ga-
lus. The second Beis HaMikdash was destroyed by Romans, because of sinas chi-
nam, the hatred of one Jew toward another without cause, resulting in our cur-
rent galus of almost two thousand years. (We must therefore add in Ahavas Chi-
nam in order to bring Moshiach now.)

In order to save the Jewish people, Hashem destroyed His house. It was the
only way possible to repair and restore the relationship between Hashem and the
Jewish people.

There is an additional point: Halacha explains that one is granted permission
to tear down in order to build when the building will take place on the same site
and for a structure of equal or higher holiness.

From this we can conclude that the goal of the destruction of the Beis HaMik-
dash was not the destruction itself but for the sake of something higher, "in order
to build" a Beis HaMikdash of even greater holiness. This type of destruction is a
preparation for, and is therefore called building. That is, the destruction and the
tearing down itself is a type of building, in this case, the construction of the third
Beis HaMikdash. May it be completed speedily in our days.

times of tefilah correspond to the karbonos and our
tables, with challah and salt, are likened to the miz-
beach.

We must believe that the Beis Hamikdash could be
restored at any moment. In fact, for this reason Koha-
nim are careful not to become tamay so that they can
immediately begin serving in the Beis Hamikdash.

There is even an opinion that says Kohanim should
not drink too much wine so that they will always be
prepared to serve, just as when the Beis Hamikdash
stood, a Kohein was not allowed to drink wine. How
long does it take for a small amount of wine to wear
off? Not more than 24 minutes! Therefore, we see
clearly from the Gemara, that it is likely for Moshiach
to come with a complete Beis Hamikdash, in no more
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The Third Beis HaMikdash

Q. Who will build the third Beis Hamikdash? How long will it
last?

A. It says in the Zohar that the first and second Batei Mikdash-
os were built by man, therefore they did not last forever. The
third Beis Hamikdosh is different because it is built by Hashem
and therefore will last forever. Hashem builds the third Beis
Hamikdosh with our good deeds of Torah and Mitzvos
throughout the Golus. Every Mitzvah adds another brick to the
walls of the third Beis Hamikdosh, which is built in shamayim.
It waits for us to complete the preparation for Moshiach then
it will come down to Yerushalayim.

There is another opinion that says that Moshiach himself will
build it. They are not contradicting each other — both opinions
are true! The Midrash relates, that when the Beis Hamikdash
was destroyed, it sunk into the ground, and remains hidden
there until Moshiach will come speedily in our days. So the

than 23 minutes and 59 seconds.

“The third Beis Hamikdash will first materialize in the shul of the
Leader of the Generation and then be transported to Yerushalayim. Beis
Moshiach’ (house of Moshiach) has the gematriya = numerical value 770,
the same as the word ‘Poratzta’ meaning you have jumped out. The
chachamim interpret this word to be a reference to Moshiach himself, as
it says ‘the Poretz (Moshiach) will rise up before wus.”

A footnote on the above says: “At the time of the arrival of Moshiach,
he will stand on the rooftop of the Beis Hamikdash and announce, ,0m1y"
"0on7IRA AT 347,07 — humble ones, the time of your redemption has
arrived. This ‘rooftop of the Beis Hamikdash’ refers to the Mikdash Me’at
of Galus, which substitutes for the Beis Hamikdash.

Q. Why did Hashem allow the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash,
twice?

A. According to Halacha, the Beis HaMikdash should never have been
destroyed! Halacha states that anyone who breaks vessels, tears clothes
or demolishes a building, simply to destroy, violates the commandment
against being wasteful. When Hashem says, "Behold | am sending Nevu-
chadnezzar, king of Bavel, My servant" - does this not violate the prohibi-
tion of destruction for no reason?
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third Beis Hamikdash will come from Hashem. But, Moshiach
himself will put up these doors. Could a house without doors
be considered a true house? Of course not! So, by Moshiach putting up the doors
it is actually considered as if he built the entire Beis Hamikdash.

Q. Why does Moshiach have to erect the gates, why can’t Hashem com-
plete that too?

A. When someone builds something alone, he receives much more pleasure
than when it is built for him. Although Hashem can build the entire Beis Hamik-
dash alone, because of his great chessed, he wants that we should have a part in
rebuilding it.

When Moshiach will erect the gates, it will be considered as if he alone built
the whole Beis Hamikdash.

Q. How large will it be?

A. It says in the Midrash that the third Beis Hamikdash will be as big as the
entire city of Yerushalayim. This is because even when we are in Galus, Hashem
has provided ‘mini’ Batei Mikdashos; Every shul and Yeshivah where Yidden gath-
er to daven and learn is a ‘Mikdash Me’at’.

When Moshiach will come and build the third Beis Hamikdash, all of the
“Mikdoshei Me’at” will be brought over to Eretz Yisroel, and connected to the Beis
Hamikdash. Therefore, when Moshiach will come, the Beis Hamikdash will be as
large as the entire city of Yerushalayim.




B. KIBBUTZ GOLIYUS

Through Moshiach, we will have Kibbutz Goliyus, all Yidden from
all over the world will reunite.

The promise of Kibbutz Goliyus occurs in Devarim 30:3-4. There
it states that “Hashem... will return and gather you from all the na-
tions where He scattered you... Even if your dispersed will be at the
furthermost parts of the world from there Hashem your Hashem will
bring you into the land which your forefathers inherited.”

The ten lost Shevatim will return: “The ten shevatim of the
Northern Kingdom of Bnei Yisroel, sent by the Assyrians before the
destruction of the first Beis Hamikdash (lI-Melachim, ch. 17), and
dispersed beyond the river Sambatyon and the ‘Mountains of Dark-
ness,” will also return.” (Sanhedrin 110b) It was about a hundred and
thirty five years before the destruction of the first Beis Hamikdash
when all of the Shevatim except for Yehuda and Binyamin were ex-
iled from Eretz Yisroel by the king of Ashur (Assyria). Except for a few
thousand, the rest of them did not return from their lands of Galus at
the time of the second Beis Hamikdash.

Ever since then it has been accepted as a fact

This promise of the return of Bnei Yisroel is unconditional. It will occur
even if they should not want to return: Interestingly, even the wicked, and
even those who, materially satisfied, do not want to go out of galus - even
these are to be included in Geulah. For Hashem will arouse within them -
within the wicked and within the comfortable — to do teshuvah. This, in
turn, will lead them to come before Hashem on the holy mountain in
Yerushalayim.

C. ONLY GOOD — THE END OF EVIL, TUMAH AND SIN

The Times of Moshiach will mark the end of evil and sin:

(Tzephaniah 3:13): “Bnei Yisroel will not do any wrong, and they will
not speak lies nor shall a dishonest tongue be found in their mouth.”

(Yirmiyahu 50:20): “In those days and in that time, says Hashem, the
sin of Bnei Yisroel shall be searched for, but it will not be...”

When Moshiach comes, our true inner goodness can express itself.
Hate, jealousy, laziness, and anger will disappear. We will not commit
aveiros anymore, even those done by accident. When a child is born, we
do not need to instruct the child not to stick their hand into a fire. The
child understands on his own, that a fire is very hot, and he does not

have to be reminded of this. So too, when Moshiach

that most of the world’s ‘known’ Jews are either
from Shevet Yehuda or Shevet Binyamin (although
hardly anyone knows their exact shevet, that is
something that Moshiach will reveal to us when he
comesl!)

So what happened to the rest of us? Where are
they? The chachamim tell us that the ten lost She-
vatim were exiled to the lands that are behind the
Sambatyon River. (The chachamim describe the
Sambatyon as a river, which throws around rocks
the entire week, but rests on Shabbos.) Exactly
where the river is located has remained a great
mystery throughout the years of our galus. Only a
few righteous tzaddikim have ever really known
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comes we will not need to be reminded not to do avei-
ros we will know on our own, because Hashem will
shecht our Yetzer Harah, as it says, 772X a8km0I M AR
"R M —and the tumah (Yetzer hara) | will remove
from the earth.

When Moshiach comes, a tamay animal, a chazer (pig)
too will be kosher. Therefore, it is called by the name
chazer, which means to return, because when
Moshiach comes it will return to being Kosher.

Why will it be kosher, what will change? Now
in Galus, it has only one sign, split hooves, but when
Moshiach will comes it will also chew its cud.

the secret of the Sambatyon.

‘

Q. Why did Hashem allow the Yidden to be scattered and sepa-
rated?

A. It says in the Gemara, that Hashem did the Yidden a favor by
spreading them out between all the nations. Because in this way,
even if one nation would try to harm the Yidden, they could escape
elsewhere, or at least the other Yidden would be safe.

Chasidus explains another purpose for Yidden being spread out
amongst all the nations of the world: By learning Torah and doing
Mitzvos in all parts of the world, we purify and elevate all the other
nations.

‘«

Q. Who will return in Kibbutz Goliyus?

A. Rashi explains that the possuk in Devarim specifies that each
and every Yid will be redeemed individually. Or, to quote Rashi, "He
will literally seize each person by the hand and gather Bnei Yisroel,
one by one."
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Hashem will also eliminate illness, hunger and other
suffering, and the goodness of nature will surface in all
areas of life.

‘

D. AWARENESS AND KNOWLEDGE OF HASHEM

The times of Moshiach will be a time of universal awareness and
knowledge of Hashem:

Yeshayahu 11:9: "zvoom 2% 2D 77 DR w7 PIRA IR . the earth
shall be full of knowledge of Hashem as the waters cover the sea.

The navi Yeshayahu 40:5, in describing the times of Moshiach, de-
clares: “The glory of Hashem shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see
together that the mouth of Hashem has spoken.” A beautiful, poetic
statement, of course, but what does it mean? How does this explain
what Geulah will be like?

‘

Q. How is this different from the way it is in Golus?

A. The difference between the times of Moshiach and now is: now we
don’t feel we are being constantly created. We have a sense of inde-
pendence. (This explains how people can ignore or deny Hashem: they

don’t "hear" Hashem saying, every instant, "Let there be.")
‘

The Return of Nevuah: In Olam Hazeh only ‘special people’ were
Nevi’im, but in Olam Habah, everyone will be Nevi’'im.




<The Days of Moshiach>

E. UNIVERSAL WORSHIP OF HASHEM

Moshiach shall mend the whole world so that all shall serve Ha-
shem in unity:

Zechariah 9:16: “..every one that is left of all the nations that
came against Yerushalayim shall go up from year to year to bow be-
fore the King, Hashem..”

Zechariah 14:9: "TNX mMwi TNX ‘D n'D' XINN DR nlt Hashem
shall be King over the entire earth. In that day Hashem shall be One
and His Name One.

‘

A priest once wanted to mock a chassid, and asked him, “”What
will you do if Moshiach will come and | won’t believe in him?”

The chassid answered, “If you will not believe in him, neither will
11" Since, when Moshiach comes, everyone will believe in Hashem,
without exception, for the entire world will change.

‘

During Galus, the advantage that a Yid has over other crea-
tions is that he is able to serve Hashem. In the

The Wolf will lie with the Lamb — Peace

It is well known that Moshiach will bring an era of global peace.
Yet...Every day the newspaper seems to headline the same event: strife
here, war there. Only the names change. Yesterday it was Somalia, the
day before the Khurds or Bosnia, today Afghanistan or Iraq, tomorrow -
we’ll agonize over the battles and killing and hatred starting — some-
where... Day after day, as soon as the fighting ends in this corner, hostil-
ity and bloodshed begin in another corner. The world seems to be in a
sticky situation of conflict, never able to resolve the differences, to
harmonize the divisions.

When the "rational" person is told that Moshiach will make it
better, surely he should react skeptically. What is Moshiach going to do,
wave a magic wand to end the hate? That is fantasy.

But Moshiach is not a fantasy, he is a fundamental concept of Juda-
ism, and what he will accomplish, including universal peace, a fact of
Halacha.

The Rambam, explains in the Mishneh Torah, why rivalry and ha-
tred will cease with the coming of Moshiach: with the coming of
Moshiach, the emotional source for the world’s conflicts, whether be-

tween individuals or between nations, will itself disap-

times of Moshiach, all creations will worship Ha-
shem too. It says in the Midrash that when
Moshiach will come, if a person will want to pluck a
fruit from a tree on Shabbos, the fruit itself will call
out to him saying, “It's Shabbos today!”

When Moshiach will come, the whole world will
change. The world itself will recognize and feel that
Hashem is the only true existence, and Shabbos is
His day of rest.

‘

Similarly, it is very important to try and study
words of Torah while one is walking in the street.
When Moshiach comes even inanimate objects will
begin to speak. The earth will voice its complaint
and say, “Why did people walk on me at times
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A wolf will dwell with a lamb

pear because all the material things we fight over, the
"comforts" of life, will exist in abundance and be avail-
able to all.
‘
The Great Day of Judgment
When Moshiach comes, our chachamim
teach, there will be world peace. This means, there
must also be universal justice. For the basis of true
peace is true justice: when an individual both knows
and feels that he is being treated fairly, that he is re-
ceiving what he deserves, that things are going the
way they’re supposed to, that the good people are
rewarded - then he is sure that justice is being done
and he is content. If a person feels he has what he

when they were not thinking or speaking Torah?!”
‘{

F. UNIVERSAL PEACE AND HARMONY

The awareness and knowledge of Hashem will remove the atti-
tude that leads to war. It will be an era of peace in Eretz Yisroel and
throughout the world:

Yeshayahu 2:4 and Michah 4:3 predict: "..o°nx% omaan inno" “they
shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning
hooks. Nation shall not lift a sword against nation, nor shall they fight
any more.” Michah 4:4 continues: “Each man shall sit under his vine
and under his fig-tree, and none will frighten them..”

" .

This new attitude of mankind will also be reflected in the animal
world: Yeshayahu 11:6-9: "wasov axr " “The wolf shall dwell with
the lamb and the leopard shall lie with the kid, and a calf with a lion’s
cub and a fatling together, and a small child shall lead them. The cow
and the bear shall graze, their young ones shall lie down together...
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Hashem as the waters cov-
er the sea.”
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wants, and knows he wants only what he needs, he
will be at peace with himself and therefore with the
world.

Obviously today, we have not reached such a level of justice. We
are still deficient in recognizing the guilty or identifying the innocent.
What is lacking in our system of justice? Why can our judges not judge
rightly? And how will Moshiach show us true justice?

Part of the problem is that we can only try actions: a person’s mind
and heart are, ultimately, hidden. So the picture we have of a case is
never complete, but always in some sense superficial. Indeed, now we
can never truly fulfill Hillel’s principle, "Do not judge your fellow man
until you reach his place." We can never reach his place - the depth of
his mind and heart. Therefore, we have to rely on evidence and testi-
mony, that is, sight and sound. But as we know, evidence can be falsi-
fied.

However, Moshiach will possess an internal sense. Moshiach, then,
will judge, not according to sight or sound - to the superficial - but by
smell, by reaching the essence. In short, Moshiach will be able to judge
with absolute certainty.

As a result, there will be universal justice, for everyone will both
know and feel that he is being treated fairly, that he is receiving what
he deserves, that things are going the way they’re supposed to, that
the good are rewarded. The world will certainly
know that justice is being done and be content.




H. END TO DISEASE
The times of Moshiach will witness ultimate gashmius and ruchnius bliss.
All will be healed. (Bereishit Rabba 20:5) The blind, the deaf and
the dumb, the lame, whoever has any blemish or disability, shall be
healed from all his disabilities: “The eyes of the blind shall be clear-
sighted, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened.. the lame shall leap...
and the tongue of the mute shall sing..” (Yeshayahu 35:5-6).

There will be a life of ease. Our gashmius needs will be taken care
of by others, as it is said, “Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks
and aliens shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers.” (Yeshayahu
61:5)

The earth will be extraordinary fertile, yielding an overabundance
of every kind of pro-duce, and trees will grow ripe fruits every day. “I
will call for the grain and increase it .. and | will increase the fruit of the
tree and the produce of the field..” (Yechezkel 36:29-30) “At that time
there will be neither famine nor war, neither envy nor strife. All good
things will be bestowed in abundance, and all delicacies will be accessi-
ble like dust.”

Death itself shall stop, as it is said, “Death shall be swallowed up
forever and Hashem shall wipe the tears from every face..” (Yeshayahu
25:8) The wondrous events and conditions of the

Who will arise at the Techiyas Hameisim of the Dead? The Torah|tells
us that if a Jew lives well and fulfills his purpose, his reward is Olam
Habah. On the other hand, we are told "Ra7 22w pbn o v R 90"
that all Yidden, without exception, will inherit Olam Habah (Sanhedrin:
Chelek). This implies even those who have not lived well and fulfilled
their purpose. Which is correct? The Rebbe has explained (Sefer Ha-
Maamarim Melukot Vol. 4, p. 177) that Olam Habah (the World to Come)
is a term which refers to two separate states.

The first is Gan Eden. It is for neshamos, when they have successfully
finished their mitzvos. The neshomah is in Gan Eden as a reward. There
it learns the Torah it learned on earth at a much higher level, and enjoys
the glow of Hashem’s shechinah. We are told that this is so pleasurable
that one moment of this pleasure is greater than the entire life on this
world (Pirkei Avos 4:17).

The other state of Olam Hababh, is Techiyas HaMeisim .This will be a
time when neshomos are restored to life into their bodies. The period of
Techiyas HaMeisim will follow the revelation of Moshiach (13 Principles
of the Rambam).

Those people who are alive when Moshiach comes will not necessari-

ly die before the period of Techiyas HaMeisim. So the

times of Moshiach will completely overshadow all
and any miracles that happened before, even those
by the geulah from Mitzrayim. (Yirmiyahu, 23:7-8)

Q. Why will all the pain and suffering vanish?

Al. These Brachos are not an end in themselves.
They are but a means towards a higher goal: Our
aspirations are to be free to devote ourselves to
Torah and its wisdom, with no one to oppress and
disturb us.

A2. Any sensible person who believes in a Crea-
tor must conclude that His world was not intended
solely for all the pain and suffering we have experi-
enced in the past. Yiddishkeit has always taught
that all the events from creation to the present is
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contradiction is resolved; Gan Eden is a reward for
some; Techiyas HaMeisim rewards all Yidden - both are
Olam Habah.

Even as to those of whom the Chachamim said that
they do not have a share in Olam Habah, this means
that their body will decompose, while the Divine
neshamah, which is eternal, will be restored to life in a
different body.

At what stage will the Techiyas Hameisim take
place? The Geulah will follow this order: the building of
the Beis HaMikdash, the Kibbutz Galiyus, and forty
years later Techiyas Hameisim. Until the era of Techiyas
Hameisim, the world will remain unchanged and will

part of a process. Every goal requires effort, and
hardship. For instance, a student goes to school, stays up all night
studying, takes exams and at the same time must keep up with emo-
tional and social changes in life. But finally, after graduating, he is able
to "make it in life," then he understands the reasons for his struggles
and his achieved capability becomes evident. Similarly, when Moshiach
comes, we will realize that all of the suffering now is only part of a
process, which will become manifest in the age of Moshiach.

G. TECHIYAS HAMEISIM:

One of the most basic beliefs of Yiddishkeit is that there will come
a time when every Yid who ever died (and righteous goyim) will live
again. According to Jewish tradition, this will take place during the
time of Moshiach. “Your dead shall be revived; my corpses shall arise;
awaken and sing you who dwell in the dust...” (Yeshayahu 26:19)

“Behold | will open your graves and raise you from your graves, My
people; and | will bring you into the Eretz Yisroel.” (Yechezkel 37:12-
14)

“Many of them that sleep in the land of dust shall awake..” (Daniel
12:2) “You shall know that | am Hashem when | open your graves and
when | revive you from your graves, My people. | shall put My spirit
into you and you will live, and | will place you upon your land.”
(Yechezkel 37:12-14)

“Many of them that sleep in the
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follow the laws of nature.

Where will the Techiyas Hameisim take place? Both for those bur-
ied in Eretz Yisroel and for those buried outside the Land (to which the
bodies will be brought by the Malach Gavriel), the Techiyas Hameisim
will take place in Eretz Yisroel. (For, since Hashem swore that he would
rebuild Yerushalayim, the neshamah will enter the body only in a place
that will stand forever, so that the neshamah likewise will live in the
body forever.)

The bodies of those buried outside Eretz Yisroel will have to roll
through the ground until they reach Eretz Yisroel. Yet Tzaddikim will be
spared this ordeal, for tunnels will be formed through which they can
walk upright to Eretz Yisroel.

In what manner will the body be restored to life? Our chachamim
teach: As a person leaves [dies], so will he come - whether blind, deaf,
clothed, or whatever; as Hashem says, "Let them arise as they left, and |
shall heal them." Some understand "clothed" as referring to the shrouds
in which a person was buried, others understand it as referring to the
clothes he was accustomed to wear.

Hashem says, “Let them arise as they were before, then | shall
heal them.” Hashem will do this by removing the protective cover of the
sun, thus enabling the intense rays to reach the earth and heal all the
sick people.”




<The Days of Moshiach>

In what order will all the Yidden be restored to life?

According to the Gemara: The first to be restored to life will be
the dead of the Eretz Yisroel, after them the dead of other lands, and
then those who died in the wilderness. Some hold that the order will
be: the dead of the Eretz Yisroel, after them the dead of other lands,
and then "those who slumber in Chevron" (i.e., the Avos) in order that
the Avos should awaken in joy, when they see their descendants who
have arisen from their graves, in a world filled with righteous people.

According to the Zohar: The tzaddikim will take precedence over
other men. They will all be called by name in alphabetical order.
There may be exceptions to this schedule — certain people will reach
Techias Hameisim right away and lead us out of Galus to Eretz Yisroel.

Other opinions mention that it will go in the above order, except
that the first to be restored to life will be those who are humble.

What of the people who will be alive at the time of the Techiyas

Hameisim?

They too will die, and Hashem will immediately resurrect them, in
order that no trace whatever should remain of the tumah of this
world - so that there will be a new world, Hashem’s
handiwork. When the body returns to dust, any

The bone was brought and ground in the set of millstones, but cqu
n’'t be damaged. It was thrown into a burning fire but was not con-
sumed. It was then soaked in water but did not dissolve.

In the Sefer ‘Eliyahu Rabbah’ it is written that this bone receives its
nourishment from the food eaten Motzei Shabbos at Melava Malkah. This
makes death and decay unable to destroy it.

The Zohar writes that at the time of the Techiyas Hameisim Hashem
will soften this bone with “nnn 70" the Dew of the Techiyas Hameisim
forming a clear and pure liquid: it serves as yeast to dough, and from it,
the entire body will be rebuilt. All other parts of the body will come to-
gether, expand and then take shape, the skin, flesh, bones and vessels,
Hashem will then complete this body with a Neshamah.

Q. In the case of a neshamah which descended to this world more
than once, in which body will it be restored to life?

A. If one does not complete his mission on earth, the neshama must
return again to complete the unfinished work. A Neshama therefore,
may have been in many different bodies.

The famous question is: “Which person will receive the neshama at
the time of Techiyas Hameisim?”

bad that might have gotten mixed into it also “turns
to dust”, so the body once again becomes pure.

(This should not be a matter of concern: Imag-
ine you see everyone lying down for a moment --
and then ‘wake up’ completely refreshed. Would
you hesitate to do the same?)

This process is necessary because of the curse
given to Adam (Bereishis 3:19), "For dust you are,
and to dust shall you return". The truth is that this
curse can be accomplished instead in a ruchnius
sense by being humble. Just like the ground is
stepped upon and does not complain, a person
who is humble does not get offended when things
don’t go exactly his way. Only those who are ex-
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At the time of Techiyas Hameisim, each part of the
neshamah will descend into their respective bodies, as
separate entities. The part of the neshama utilized and
developed during the first life will be give chayus to the
first body. The part of the neshama developed during
the second life span will give life to the second body,
and so on.

(There is no problem in saying that a man has
only "part" of a neshamah, for each part of the
neshamabh incorporates all of its parts, which together
constitute the level of a complete neshamah.)

‘

Q. How will life be after the Techiyas Hameisim?

tremely humble (and have b’ruchnius "returned to
dust" through self-nullification), will be able to
avoid this experience.

‘

Q. How will the body be rebuilt?

When a person’s neshamah leaves his body, and he is buried in
the ground, as time passes, the body turns to dust. How will it come
back by Techiays Hameisim?

A. Even when the whole body turns to dust, there is one bone of
the body that remains intact, called the ‘Luz’ bone. (Some hold that it
is part of the spine: some say at the nape of the neck where the knot
of the tefillin is placed, and others say that it is the lowest bone of the
spine.)

Andrius once asked R’ Yehoshua ben Chananya, “How will Ha-
shem restore the bodies at the time of Techiyas Hameisim?”

Rabbi Yehoshua answered: “From a tiny bone in the spine called
Luz.”

Andrius asked: “How do you know that this bone will not rot until
then?”

Rabbi Yehoshua replied: “Bring me the bone and | will show you

1
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A. Chayim Nitzchiyim: In the era of the Techiyas
Hameisim there will be neither eating nor drinking,
neither jealousy nor hatred nor competition; rather, the tzaddikim will sit
with crowns on their heads, and enjoy the light of the shechinah. They
will not return to their dust, but will live forever. After Techiyas
Hameisim we will live forever! In fact, even non-Jews are going to live
very long lives. As the navi Yeshaya tells us, “a one-hundred-year-old
person will be called a child!”

When Hashem created the world, he intended that man will live
forever. It was only because of Cheit Eitz HaDaas of Adam and Chava,
that Hashem introduced the concept of death.

Q. What was so evil about this sin that because of it we have the
concept of death?

A. The Rebbe explains: When Adam sinned, a spirit of evil, of tumah,
entered him. If he would have lived forever, the bad would have also
remained forever. Instead, when he passed away, so did the evil.

When Moshiach will come, it will be, "yIRT 1 P2UR AR™IOT MY DR,
all tumah will be removed from the earth. Therefore, we will have the
resurrection of the dead, and all will live forever, Chayim Nitzchiyim.




—"

I. MATERIAL ABUNDANCE: The Rambam says at the end of Yad Hacha-
zakah, that when Moshiach comes delicacies will be found like sand on the
floor, "oy> o¥n o1TYRn 901" but everyone will be so involved in
understanding G-dliness, they will not be interested in this. (But telling of
the sweets, will help interest a child now to await Moshiach.)

In the times of Moshiach, all trees will bear fruit. First there will be a
time period when all trees of Eretz Yisroel will give forth fruits, then as sec-
ond time period when all trees around the world will bear fruit. In Galus,
fruit grow only once or twice a year, whereas in the times of Moshiach new
fruit will blossom every day.

‘

Large Fruit: Nowadays, the wheat grows to the length of man’s feet;
when Moshiach comes, it will grow to the height of a very tall mountain.
(Maharasha)

The grapes will be so large, that we will need a large wagon or ship to
carry even one grape. But, if they will be so large, how will we carry it from
place to place? The midrash says that Hashem will send a wind which will
blow the fruit to us, exactly when we need it.

‘

Bread and Clothing: Rabban Gamliel taught that when Moshiach

comes the city of Eretz Yisroel will give forth baked

On January 31, 1992 the President of the United states and the Prime Miriste
of Russia, together with some leaders of other powerful countries, gathered to-
gether at the central meeting place of the United Nations (a special organization
whose goal is to create peace and harmony among the different nations) and de-
cided that once and for all they were really going to put an end to war. This would
be done by each country destroying a certain amount of its weapons and by work-
ing together to create peace, unity, harmony and friendship among themselves.
Billions of dollars’ worth of nuclear weaponry was destroyed, thousands of tanks
were remodeled into tractors, and leaders of the superpowers met and slashed
their military budget!

This is the fulfillment of Yeshayahu’s nevuah, “They shall beat their swords into
plowshares...” These signs are all taking place because, Moshiach is almost here

‘

Another event took place not long ago in which we see these words of the
Navi coming true. There is a country in Africa called Somalia which had a terrible
civil war in 1991. The main fighting took place in the capital- Mogadishu. As a result
of the war, there was not enough food in the city, and so about four million people
were in danger of starving to death. In fact, every day, hundreds of people were
starving to death. When the United States of America heard about this, they sent
warplanes loaded with food, medicine and clothing to help out these people. Ra-
ther than using these planes for war, and rather than keeping the food and clothing
for themselves, the USA was now using these things to help out needy people who
were not related to them and never had anything to do with
them. This is the exact opposite of how things used to be.

loaves and clothing. When one of his students heard
this teaching he laughed, and said, “How can it be?”
Rabban Gamliel took him outside and showed him
mushrooms which were growing on buildings, and then
the student understood that if during Galus, things can
grow from building, definitely when Moshiach comes,
baked loaves of bread and nice clothing will ‘grow’ from
Eretz Yisroel!

Children When Moshiach Comes: It says in the
Midrash that in the times before the Mabbul, when a
baby was born he was already able to stand on his feet
and go work in the field. How much more so, when
Moshiach comes — when there will be no resha’im in
the world — this is how it will be.

Additionally, now it takes a woman nine months to
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We are seeing how the entire world is beginning to
change and just as the navi said- beginning to change for the
better.

A2. Kibbutz Goliyus: Another sign of the coming of
Moshiach is we see that Kibbutz Goliyus has already begun.
The nevi’im predict that at the time of the future Geulah, one of
the great miracles that Hashem will perform will be that the
northern part of the world (which is where Russia is located)
will even help the Jewish people leave so that they can settle in
Eretz Yisroel.

Among the many horrible decrees placed upon the
Jews in Russia, the Yidden were forbidden to leave the country.
That is how they got the nickname the Iron Curtain. In the year
1990, Mikhail Gorbachev became the president of Russia; to
everyone’s surprise, he began to make changes for the better in

carry the baby; when Moshiach comes a woman will
carry the baby for nine hours. In each one of those hours, the baby will
grow in one hour what normally takes one month.

‘

Days of Joy: During the seven days of Sheva Brachos following the
Chasunah of the Rebbe Rashab (in Elul, 5635) the chassidim celebrated with
indescribable joy. On one of those days, his father, the Rebbe Maharash,
sat at his window and watched the dancing in the garden in dozens of cir-
cles.

Turning to two chassidim, standing next to him, he said: “See my chil-
dren, how chassidim are glad in the joy of a mitzvah. This is how Jews will
dance in the streets in the days of Moshiach.”

‘

HOW WILL WE KNOW THAT THE DAYS OF GEULAH HAVE BEGAN?
If the prophecies regarding the Days of Geulah are fulfilled.

‘

WHICH PROPHECIES CONCERNING THE DAYS OF GEULAH HAVE BEGUN BEING
FULFILLED?
Al. No More Wars: One of the Nevuos about the future geulah is that
at that time there will no longer be any wars. The world will use its
weapons and war machines only for good things.
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the laws of the government. Slowly it began to be easier to be
a Jew in the land of Russia. Then on August 19, 1991, while
Gorbachev was on vacation, some wicked members of the government tried to
take over the entire country. With the help of the army and the Russian secret
police, they tried to force the people to go back to following the old laws.

Hashem however, made a miracle and an amazing thing happened. Instead of
being afraid, the people — led by one of their good leaders — rebelled against the
troublemakers. Three days later these dictators surrendered and Gorbachev took
over once again. Shortly afterwards many of the 15 republics of Russia made their
own government and so by late 1991, Russia was no longer the powerful country it
had once been, and the Iron Curtain collapsed.

They Jews were ecstatic. They left Russia by the tens of thousands. Most of
them went to Eretz Yisroel, but many of them went to the U.S. as well. To date,
over 400,000 Jews from the Soviet Union alone, have emigrated to Eretz Yisroel.

Just as the nevi’im predicted, the non-Jews actually helped the Yidden by
teaming up with Israel, to arrange a special airline, (Aeroflat) to carry Yidden to
Eretz Yisroel. This is similar to the way it happened in Mitzrayim. During Makkos
Bechoros, when the Egyptians saw that so many people were dying, they knew that
they had to free the Yidden. They were so desperate to have the Yidden leave,
they actually gave them their own sheep, cattle, gold, silver, and clothing as gifts!

Similarly, we now find ourselves just before the ultimate Geulah, and we have
seen how the Russian government actually helped the Jews leave! Judging by
these signs taking place throughout the world, the preparation for geulah is com-
plete, and all we must do is, “receive Moshiach in actuality, in order for him to
fulfill his mission and redeem Bnei Yisroel.”




<Fulﬁlled Prophecies o{>

The Ten Lost Shevatim: Lately, we have begun to see the fulfill-
ment of the Nevuah which says, “The ten shevatim will also return.”
(Sanhedrin 110b) They too will be part of the Geulah.

Indeed, in recent times it has been discovered that in various lands
such as Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, China and Burma there live she-
vatim or groups of people who claim to be descendants of certain she-
vatim. Numbering around 40 million altogether, some of their tribes
have names very similar to the names of the shevatim. Others have
named the areas in which they live after places mentioned in the Torah.

Some of the tribes actually have ancient customs that are either
similar or exactly the same as some of the mitzvos mentioned in the
Torah — like Shabbos, Kashrus, Tzitzis and Bris Milah on the eighth day.
Some of these Tribes have special charms with words like, ‘Sh’'ma Yis-
roel’, written on them; some have peyos, some have ancient Siddurim;
some have ancient cemeteries in which the names of their ancestors
are written in Lashon HaKodesh, and some shect animals very similar to
the way it was done in the Beis Hamikdash.

Another interesting point: In the northeastern part of India, there
are about a million such people. Around 3,500 of them have their own
separate Jewish community, in which they daven, study Tanach, do
Bris-Milah and keep Kosher as best as they can.

.

Q. WILL WE STILL HAVE MITZVOS WHEN MOSHIACH COMES?

A. The word "mitzvah" means a commandment, an expression of
Hashem’s will. By observing a mitzvah in all its details, we do what Hashem
wants, namely bring Hashem into the world. When Moshiach comes, how-
ever, the whole world will be filled with knowledge of Hashem, as the wa-
ters cover the sea. So why will we need to perform a mitzvah?

The Rambam writes that the objective of Moshiach is to restore mitz-
vos to their original glory. Moshiach will restore both the quantity and the
quality of the mitzvos, so they may be observed as they were before the
Beis HaMikdash was destroyed and the Jewish people driven into galus.
For now, we cannot observe all 613, and our performance of those we can
is limited and restricted. But Moshiach will change that.

Indeed, one of the qualifications of Moshiach is that he be totally,
completely dedicated to mitzvos. In his own life, Moshiach will show us
how to fulfill the mitzvos completely and totally. Far from being irrelevant,
the mitzvos themselves will become purer, holier.

Why, then, does the Talmud say that when Moshiach comes, all the
festivals except Purim and Yom Kippur will no longer be in effect? Doesn’t
this suggest some mitzvos, at least, will be annulled?

We can answer this with a simple analogy: A candle shin-

They call themselves Shevet Menashe. Just a few
years ago, a few of them moved to Eretz Yisroel and
underwent proper conversion just to be sure about
their Jewishness.

A3. An Increase in the Knowledge and Recog-
nizing of Hashem: A number of non-Jewish schools
in the U.S. now have something called, ‘a moment of
silence’. This is a special moment at the very begin-
ning of the school day in which the students sit si-
lently and think about the fact that there is a creator
Who controls the world and Who hears and sees
everything. These thoughts cause the children to
behave differently, better!

It’s an excellent thing for Jewish public-school
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Hashem will make a great meal for Tzaddikim

ing in the sunlight still provides illumination, but it is so
dominated by the sun, its light is almost invisible and
largely irrelevant. In the same way, the light of Moshiach,
and the "new" holidays that will be established with his
coming, like the transformation of Tisha B’Av, the day the
Beis HaMikdash was destroyed, into a festival, - this light
will overwhelm the light of all other Yomim Tovim.
; Today, mitzvos are performed because they are a com-
7 mand. Doing a mitzvah during the times of Moshiach,
! however, will be natural, and automatic, because our
every thought, word, and act will be but an expression of
‘ Hashem’s Will.

The Livayason Banquet: A Taste of things to come: It’s

students, who don’t get to learn about Hashem the

rest of the day, and it’s also a very good thing for the other students
because it will help them grow up to be righteous gentiles. For this
reason, we need to work on instituting a ‘moment of silence’ in the
public schools in their area.

The world is getting ready. An amazing event had transpired. An
American leader, who for years opposed prayer in public schools, and
even a ‘moment of silence’ in the schools, has suddenly made an about-
face. He publicly stated, “How is it possible that schoolchildren learn
math, geometry, etc. and learn nothing about what is right and wrong?
The latter is certainly more important,” he claimed, “because it is nec-
essary for daily life.”

this shows us the prophecy that one day the “whole world will
serve Hashem” is already beginning to take place. Even governments
are now realizing how important it is to teach students about the Crea-
tor of the world!
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Friday afternoon and everyone is busy, but we stop to
taste the food of Shabbos. Actually tasting the Shabbos
food while it’s still Friday afternoon is a mitzvah. In the history of the
world, it’s now like Friday afternoon. Soon, when Moshiach comes, it will
be Shabbos for the whole world.

Then we will have a special feast. We will have fish, wine and meat.
The wine is a special wine kept since the beginning of creation. The fish
will be from the giant Livayason. The meat will be from the wild ox, the
Shor Ha’bar. Some say we will live in a Sukkah made from Livayason skin.

.

The Torah of Moshiach: It says about the times of Moshiach, 770"
""R¥N nRn 7wTn — A new Torah will be taught. This is the Torah of Chasidus,
which explains why only now, close to Moshiach’s coming, have we been
privileged to learn this.




