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We are pleased to present our
eighth annual legislative
scorecard reflecting women's
priorities in the state of Colorado!

Our goal is that this scorecard
serves as a guide to Coloradans
on issues that are important to

women and families.

This scorecard provides the
voting records of each member of
the Colorado State Legislature on
priority bills for the Women's
Lobby that were considered in
the 2016 session.

A legislator’s overall score re-
flects how their votes align with
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SCORING METHODOLOGY

the positions of the Women's
Lobby of Colorado.

Since 1993 the Women's Lobby
has sought to provide better
opportunities for women in our
state by ensuring that public
policies reflect gender equity
and justice.

In total the Women's Lobby select-
ed a total of 12 bills and 2 amend-
ments to score this year. These
bills/amendments were priorities
for the Women'’s Lobby, our
member organizations, or our coa-
lition partners, with the goal of
representing the needs of Colora-

do women at the Capitol.

All bills/amendments were select-
ed were voted on by either the
whole Senate, whole House, or
both. In the Senate we were able
to score 6 bills and one amend-

ment, in the House we were able
to score 12 bills and one amend-
ment.

Votes cast in committees were not
counted in a legislator’s score. On-
ly the votes taken by all Senators or
Representatives while on the floor
of their Chamber were considered
in the final score.

Each legislator’s score reflects the
percent of the time that legislators’
votes were consistent with the
Women's Lobby position on the bill
or amendment.

Scoring Key:

V = Indicates the legislator
voted consistent with the

position of the Women’s Lobby.

X = Indicates the legislator
voted against the position of
the Women's Lobby.

O = Indicates the legislator was
absent and did not vote.

NV = Indicates the legislator
did not vote because they were

not yet in that office.
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Women'’s Lobby of Colorado at the Colorado Legislature in 2016

In 2016, the Women’s Lobby focused on bills that matter to Colorado women — including

bills to improve our state’s education system, access to child care for all families, equal pay

policies for women, bills to improve women’s health, and bills to better protect domestic

violence and sexual assault victims.

This year the Women's Lobby had our most active session ever, supporting 25and opposing

insurance with increased access to birth control and

"The Women's Lobby of Colorado
broadly represents women, and
fights to ensure legislation passed
reflects gender equality for all

, == We also testified in opposition to two bills that could women across our state."

Women'’s Lobby Board have made women’s lives harder, including a proposal - Morgan Carroll, State Senator

better coverage in breast cancer screenings, rein-
statement of a law allowing parental leave for school

| activities, and several pay equity bills.

Chair Peg Perl speaking at | 15 allow employers and businesses to discriminate in
the Women'’s Legislative

benefits and services based on religious views, and a
Breakfast

bill targeting abortion providers for unnecessary requ-

lations that would have reduced access to safe and legal abortion care in Colo-

rado.

While this session seemed to be one of disagreements between the Chambers
with opposing party leaderships, there were a few wins for women and families.
These included the inclusion of family planning funding for low-income women
to access long acting and reversible contraception in the budget and require-
ments that Colorado employers provide pregnant women physical accommo-
Women’s Lobby participated in a Women

dations at work. These policy wins deal directly with our mission, to promote o
and Families Wednesdays Lobby Day at the

justice and equity for Colorado

Capitol this session

“The Women’s Lobby of Colorado is an im-
portant voice at the Capitol about the issues

women.

that impact Colorado women and families.” But, we saw stalling by some legislators on policies that would greatly

 Brittany Pettersen, State Representative help women and families. In fact, Republicans on the Senate State,
Veterans, and Military Committee defeated six of our priority bills this
session, including a bill to help Colorado low-income families afford child care, a
bill to remove barriers to birth control in private insurance, a pay equity bill, a bill
to improve insurance coverage of breast cancer screenings, and a bill to reinstate
a law allowing parental leave from work for academic activities. Another bill,
also dealing with pay equity for women made it through that Committee, but

was defeated in the Senate with all Senate Republicans voting against it.

While we were disappointed the Colorado legislature did not do more for Colo-

rado women and families in 2016, we look forward to working with them next

Women’s Lobby Board Member Sue

year to do just that.
Brown testifying in support of a pay equity

bill sponsored by Rep. Jessie Danielson
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SUMMARY OF BILLS ON SCORECARD

Senate Bill 16-022 Child Care Assistance Cliff Effect Pilot Program
WLC Supported Senator Beth Martinez Humenik
Representative Brittany Pettersen

Passed both Chambers, Signed by the Governor

The bill removes limitations on a pilot program created in 2012 to help mitigate the cliff effect for low-income families
who are working and receiving child care assistance. The bill removes the existing 10-county cap on the number of coun-
ties that may participate in the program, and removal of the two-year participation requirement for counties if the
Department of Human Services (DHS) determines that participation during a shorter period will contribute relevant data
to the evaluation of the pilot program.

Senate Bill 16-212 12 Month Eligibility Child Care Assistance Program
WLC Supported Senator Larry Crowder
Representative Janet Buckner

Passed both Chambers, Sent to the Governor

This bill makes changes to align state law on eligibility for the Colorado Child Care Assistance Program (CCCAP) with fed-
eral law. Specifically, if an eligible participant's income rises above the level set by the county to deny child care assis-
tance during the twelve-month eligibility period, the county must continue providing the child care subsidy until the next
twelve-month redetermination period, and must provide no less than 90 days notice. This helps prevent families from
being cut off instantly from child care.

House Bill 16-1001 State Contractors Certify Compliance With Equal Pay Laws
WLC Supported Senator Jessie Ulibarri
Representatives Jessie Danielson and Janet Buckner

Postponed Indefinitely in the Senate State Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee 3-2
Members voting in support of the bill were Senators Jessie Ulibarri and Matt Jones. Members voting against were Sena-
tors Owen Hill, Ray Scott and Jerry Sonnenberg.

HB1001 was the Women’s Lobby of Colorado’s priority bill this session. The bill would have required companies to certify
that they are in compliance with state and federal equal pay standards before being awarded a state contract. HB1001
would have ensured businesses receiving state contracts demonstrate they pay men and women the same for equal work.

House Bill 16-1002 Employee Leave Attend Child's Academic Activities
WLC Supported Senator Andy Kerr
Representative Janet Buckner

Postponed Indefinitely in the Senate State Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee 3-2
Members voting in support of the bill were Senators Matt Jones and Andy Kerr. Members voting against were Senators
Owen Hill, Ray Scott and Jerry Sonnenberg.

In 2009, the Legislature passed Parental Involvement for Academic Achievement which allowed many Colorado employ-
ees to take leave to attend their children’s school activities. This legislation sunset on September 1, 2015, and legislation
the Women'’s Lobby supported to re-authorize it failed last session. HB1002 was the second attempt to reauthorize the
law and would have allowed employees of Colorado businesses to take up to 18 hours of leave per academic year to
tend to their children’s parent-teacher conferences, special education services and dropout prevention meetings.
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SUMMARY OF BILLS ON SCORECARD

House Bill 16-1050 Early Childhood and School Readiness Legislative Commission
WLC Supported Senator Mike Merrifield
Representative Brittany Pettersen

Postponed Indefinitely in the Senate State, Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee 3-2
Members voting for the bill were Senators Jessie Ulibarri and Matt Jones. Members voting against the bill were Senators
Owen Hill, Ray Scott and Jerry Sonnenberg.

HB1050 would have created a commission to evaluate policy options to best help low-income parents afford child care.
For many working families child care is one of the most expensive bills each month and we need policies to ensure all

Colorado workers have a fair shot to care for their families.

House Bill 16-1080 Assault By Strangulation
WLC Supported Senators John Cooke and Mike Johnston
Representatives Mike Foote and Lois Landgraf

Passed both Chambers, Sent to Governor

HB1080 updates Colorado’s first and second degree assault statutes to recognize the lethality of strangulation and suffo-
cation. Women, who make up the majority of domestic violence victims, are more likely to be the victims of strangula-
tion. Currently in Colorado, most cases of strangulation are charged as a third degree assault, which is a 1st degree mis-
demeanor. Many cases of strangulation/suffocation are written as municipal court violations. This does not reflect the
seriousness of the crime and does not hold perpetrators accountable for this violent crime.

House Bill 16-1156 Extend Pay Transparency Protection to All Employees
WLC Supported Senators Kerry Donovan and Rollie Heath
Representatives Jessie Danielson and Joseph Salazar

Passed House, Died on Senate Third Reading by a vote of 18-16 with one excused

HB1156 would have extended the protections under the Colorado Wage Transparency Law which was enacted in 2008
to allow employees to discuss and share their wage information with each other without fear of retribution to employees
currently without the protections, such as those with state jobs. These are important protections for women who are of-
ten paid less than their male counterparts.

House Bill 16-1227 Exemptions of Child Support Requirements for Child Care Assistance
WLC Supported Senator Owen Hill and Larry Crowder
Representatives Daniel Kagan and Brian DelGrosso

Passed both chambers, Governor signed

This bill will help Colorado teen mothers qualify without having to submit an application for child support as a condition
of receiving child care assistance. For some, who are victims of domestic violence or in fear of seeking child support, this
is a major barrier to getting child care, which could help teen mothers seek further education or employment. The county
can require the parent to attend informational sessions on the benefits of child support and two-parent engagement in a
child’s life. Counties can reinstate this requirement once the parent is no longer a teen.
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SUMMARY OF BILLS ON SCORECARD

House Bill 16-1294 Contraception Coverage in Public & Private Insurance
WLC Supported Senator Lucia Guzman
Representatives Susan Lontine and Daneya Esgar

Postponed Indefinitely in the Senate State Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee 3-2
Members voting for the bill were Senators Irene Aguilar and Kerry Donovan. Members voting against the bill were Sena-
tors Owen Hill, Ray Scott and Jerry Sonnenberg.

HB1294 would have strengthened Colorado’s law around birth control by codifying the Affordable Care Act’s require-
ment that private insurance cover all FDA-approved prescription birth control methods. The bill would have improved

enforcement at the state level to ensure Colorado women can choose the best birth control for them.

House Bill 16-1322 Health Coverage Prescription Contraceptives Supply
WLC Supported Senator Kerry Donovan
Representatives Brittany Pettersen and Don Coram

Postponed Indefinitely in the Senate State Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee 3-2
Members voting for the bill were Senators Jessie Ulibarri and Matt Jones. Members voting against the bill were Senators
John Cooke, Ray Scott and Jerry Sonnenberg.

HB1322 would have allowed Colorado women with private insurance to pick up their annual supply of monthly prescrip-
tion birth control at one time. Studies have shown when women have less interruptions in birth control they are less likely
to have unintended pregnancies, as well as more consistent personal health outcomes.

House Bill 16-1381 Health Care Coverage for Breast Cancer Screening
WLC Supported Senator Nancy Todd
Representative Dianne Primavera

Postponed Indefinitely in the Senate State Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee 3-2
Members voting for the bill were Senators Jessie Ulibarri and Matt Jones. Members voting against the bill were Senators
John Cooke, Ray Scott and Jerry Sonnenberg.

HB 1381 would have clarified an existing law & close a health insurance coverage gap by stating that full coverage for
breast cancer screenings applies to mammograms. Also, it would have required that inconclusive mammogram results or
who are at high-risk for breast cancer, a mammogram & medically recommended secondary screening tests are covered.

House Bill 16-1405 Remove LARC Funding from Budget Amendments
WLC Opposed Senators Tim Neville and Laura Woods (Senate version)
Representatives Patrick Neville and Kim Ransom (House version)

Amendments in both Chambers failed

HB1405 was this year's “Long Bill” which is Colorado’s budget and is authored by the Joint Budget Committee (JBC). This
year it included funding for the very successful Colorado Family Planning Initiative. This program, previously funded by
private grants, provides low-income women access to long acting and reversible contraception (LARC) options, such as
IUDs and implants. Last year legislation to fund the program failed. However, with bipartisan support on the JBC and in
the Colorado Senate, funding for the program was included in this year’s Long Bill. There were two amendments offered

to remove the funding, which the Women's Lobby opposed and have scored.
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SUMMARY OF BILLS ON SCORECARD

House Bill 16-1438 Employer Accommodations Related To Pregnancy
WLC Supported Senator Beth Martinez Humenik
Representatives Faith Winter

Passed both Chambers, Sent to the Governor

The Colorado Pregnant Workers Fairness Act (HB1438) will ensure that pregnant workers can stay safe and healthy while
earning paychecks to support their families. Too often, pregnant women across Colorado are being pushed out of their
jobs or forced to risk their health when they just need a modest accommodation on the job, like a stool to sit on or the
ability to drink water to stay hydrated. This bill will allow pregnant workers to have basic physical accommodations on
the job, and enable them to continue to care for themselves and their families.

Priority bills that died prior to floor votes, so votes were not considered in overall score.

House Bill 16-1203 Women'’s Health Protection Act
WLC Opposed Representative Patrick Neville

Postponed Indefinitely in the House Health, Insurance and Environment Committee

Members voting against the bill were Representatives Beth McCann, Joann Ginal, Dianne Primavera, KC Becker, Susan
Lontine, Daneya Esgar, Janet Buckner. Members voting for the bill were J.Paul Brown, Gordon Klingenschmitt, Janak
Joshi, Lois Landgraf, Stephen Humphrey and Kim Ransom.

HB1203 would have decreased access to safe and legal abortion. The bill, similar to bills passed in states like Texas,
would have placed burdensome and unnecessary clinic regulations on abortion providers, required abortion providers to
have admitting privileges at a hospital within 30 miles which endangers rural women'’s access to safe and legal abortion,
and would have moved jurisdiction to the Attorney General from the Colorado Department of Public Health and Envi-
ronment which oversees all health care licensing in the state of Colorado.

House Bill 16-1218 A Woman's Right To Accurate Health Care Info
WLC Opposed Senator Tim Neville
Representative Lori Saine

Postponed Indefinitely in the House Health, Insurance and Environment Committee

Members voting against the bill were Representatives Beth McCann, Joann Ginal, Dianne Primavera, Su Ryden, Susan
Lontine, Daneya Esgar, Janet Buckner. Members voting for the bill were J.Paul Brown, Gordon Klingenschmitt, Janak
Joshi, Lois Landgraf, Stephen Humphrey and Kim Ransom.

HB1218 would have created numerous medically unnecessary and intrusive burdens for women seeking safe abortion
services and for the doctors who provide that care. It would have forced women seeking an abortion to delay accessing
care for 24 hours, and would require doctors to follow numerous of non-medical and meddlesome procedures before
providing abortion care.
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Rankin,Robert | R |57 | vy | v | X | X | X | v | X | v | X | v | X | v | v |53
Ransom,Kim | R [44| X | X | X | X | X | y | X | X | X | X | X | X | X | 8
Rosenthal,Paul | D | 9 Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv v | 100
Roupe,Catherine| R (17 | v | v [ X | v | X | v | v I|Iv IvVvIv]|v ]| X| v |77
Ryden,Susan (D (36| v [ v | v IvIivIivIivIivIivIiv]Iv]|v]| v]|10
Saine, Lori R X | vy [ X | X | X |y | X|yvy [ X|X|[X]|X|[X]2
Salazar,Joseph | D |31 | v [ v | v Iiv IvIivIivIivIvIiv]|Iv]|v]| v |10
Sias, Lang R | 27 v X| v | [ X| v |[X|[X|y|[X|[X]|3
Singer, Jonathan | D | 11 | y Vv Vv Vv v v v v v v v v v | 100
Thurlow,Daniel | R (55| v | v [ X [ X | X | vy | X | v [ X | v | X | X | vy | 46
Tyler, Max D |23 Vv Vv 100
Vaniake: 1Rl | X [ X | X | X[ X |y [ X|v|[X]|X]|X]|X]|X]|1s
VigilEdward | D |62 | v | v | v | Vv |V |V |V |V |V [V |V |V |y [100
Willett,Yeulin | R |54 | X [ vy | X | X | X | y [ X | vy | X |y | X | X | X |3
Williams, Angela | D | 7 Vv Vv Vv Vv 100
Wilson,James [ R [60 | v | v | X | X | X [ y | X | vy | X | X | X | X | X | 31
WindholzJoAnn [ R |30 | v | v | X | X | X | y | X | vy | X | X | v | v | X | 46
Winter, Faith D 35| vy Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv v | 100
Wist, Cole R | 37 X| v | X |y | X]|X[X]|X|[X]15
Young,David | D |50 | v | v | v I v IivIvIivIivIivI|IvI|Iv]v] v 100
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Women's Lobby

Thank You to our Board Members:

Peg Perl, Chair

Ashley Wheeland, Vice-Chair

Mercedes Aponte, Secretary

Roweena Naidoo, Treasurer

Katie Groke-Ellis

Sue Brown

Ali Skewes-Cox

Kiera Hatton Sena

Jordan Sauers

Sophia Guerrero Murphy

Women's Lobby of Colorado Organizational Members Include:

9to5 Colorado

American Association of University Women
Colorado Fiscal Institute

NARAL Pro-Choice Colorado

National Council of Jewish Women

Colorado Organization for Latina Opportunity and
Reproductive Rights (COLOR)

Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains
Conservation Colorado

Colorado Consumer Health Initiative
Colorado Center on Law and Policy
Colorado Coalition for the Homeless
Colorado Youth Matter

Frontline Public Affairs

Good Works Group

Progress Now Colorado

Women’s Collaborative for Colorado
Blossom Project

Women's Lobby of Colorado
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