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We hope that you will carefully
examine the scores of legislators
and then write or call elected
officials to let them know that

We are pleased to present our
seventh annual legislative
scorecard reflecting women's
priorities in the state of Colorado!
The Women's Lobby of Colorado
seeks to provide better
opportunities for women in our
state by ensuring that public
policies reflect gender equity
and justice. Since 1993, our
volunteer organization has kept
the needs of women front and
center in our state's public policy
debate by consistently
maintaining an active lobbying

We hope that this scorecard will
serve as a guide to Coloradans on
issues that are important to
women. Provided in this
scorecard are the voting records
of each member of the Colorado
State Legislature on priority bills
for the Women's Lobby that were
considered in the 2015 session.

you reviewed their votes. While
a legislator’s overall score reflects
how their votes align with the
positions of the Women’s Lobby
of Colorado, you can also focus
on their votes on the legislation
that reflects your priorities.

You can determine who your
state senator and state
representative are by visiting:
www.votesmart.org.

presence at Colorado's Capitol.

SCORING METHODOLOGY

Scoring Key:

This year the Women's Lobby se-
lected a total of 14 bills to score.
The bills were priority bills for the
Women's Lobby of Colorado, our
member organizations, or for our
partners in coalition efforts to rep-
resent the needs of Colorado

women at the Capitol. All bills se-
lected were voted on by either the
whole Senate, whole House, or
both. In the Senate we were able
to score 7 bills and in the House
we were able to score 11 bills.

We also discuss some bills that we
endorsed or opposed that did not
make it out of committee, and we

Women's Lobby of Colorado
P.O. Box 300423
Denver, CO 80203-0423

note how the committee members

voted. Votes cast in committees
are not counted in a legislator’s

score. Only the floor votes taken
by all senators or representatives
are considered in the final score.

A score reflects the percent of the
time that legislators’ votes were
consistent with the Women's
Lobby of Colorado position.

< = Indicates the legislator
voted consistent with the
position of the Women’s Lobby
of Colorado.

® = Indicates the legislator
voted against the position of
the Women'’s Lobby.

= Indicates the legislator
was absent and did not vote.
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SUMMARY OF BILLS ON SCORECARD

Senate Bill 15-12 Colorado Works Pass Through Child Support Payment Sent to the Governor
WLC Supported Senator John Kefalas Passed Senate 26-9
Representative Brittany Pettersen Passed House 43-21, 1 absent

Current law requires that an individual eligible for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) in the Colorado
Works Program assign to the Department of Human Services (DHS) his or her right to receive child support payments.
The state may retain all child support payment income as a reimbursement for TANF assistance paid. Effective January 1,
2017, the bill requires that the state pass through such income to the TANF recipient. Under the bill any child support
income a TANF recipient receives will not be considered income when calculating the amount an individual's basic cash

assistance.
Senate Bill 15-30 Prostitution Defense for Human Trafficking Signed by Governor
WLC Supported Senator Morgan Carroll Passed Senate 35-0

Representative Mike Foote Passed House 65-0

This bill addresses culpability for the crime of prostitution when the person is a victim of human trafficking. Specifically,
it: 1) creates an affirmative defense for state or municipal offenses committed on or after July 1, 2015, if the act was
committed as a direct result of the person being a victim of human trafficking; and 2) establishes a procedure to petition

the court to vacate convictions for state or municipal offenses committed prior to July 1, 2015.

Senate Bill 15-69 Repeal Job Protection Civil Rights Enforcement Act
WLC Opposed Senator Laura Woods Passed Senate 19-16
Representative Kevin Priola Failed House Committee

The bill sought to reverse certain changes to state employment law enacted by HB13-1136, which established com-

pensatory and punitive damages for individuals who have been found to have been discriminated against by the Col-
orado Civil Rights Division on the basis of disability, race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, religion, age, national
origin, or ancestry. This bill would eliminate those options, as well as limited remedies awarded by CCRD.

Bill failed to pass the House State, Veterans and Military Affairs Committee by a vote of 9-2.

Votes Against: Representatives Su Ryden, Joe Salazar, Mike Foote, Susan Lontine, Dianne Primavera, Jack Tate, Dan Thurlow,
Max Tyler, Yeulin Willett

Votes For: Representatives Stephen Humphrey and Patrick Neville

Senate Bill 15-77 Parents Bill of Rights
WLC Opposed Senator Tim Neville Passed Senate 18-16,1 absent
Representative Patrick Neville F ailed House Committee

The bill sought to create a "Parent's Bill of Rights" to set forth specific rights of parents in regard to the education
and physical and mental health care of their children. Specifically, the bill prohibited the state or any other govern-
ment entity, including schools, in Colorado from infringing upon the fundamental rights of a parent to direct the
upbringing, education, and physical and mental health care of his or her child without first demonstrating that there
is a compelling governmental interest and no less restrictive manner of doing so. The bill would have required con-
sent of parents for youth to receive any counseling, health care, and education services in schools.

Bill failed to pass the House Public Health Care and Human Services Committee by a vote of 7-6.

Votes Against: Representatives Dianne Primavera, Jonathan Singer, Jessie Danielson, Joann Ginal, Jovan Melton, Dominick Moreno,
Max Tyler

Votes For: Representatives Kathleen Conti, Justin Everett, Janak Joshi, Lois Landgraf, Lang Sias, JoAnn Windholz

Women's Lobby of Colorado P:720-675-9414
P.O. Box 300423 Email: info@womenslobbyofcolorado.org
Denver, CO 80203-0423 Web: www.womenslobbyofcolorado.org


http://www.womenslobbyofcolorado.org

Senate Bill 15-268 Offenses Against Unborn Children
WLC Opposed Senate President Bill Cadman Passed Senate 18-17
Representative Polly Lawrence Failed in House Committee

This bill sought to create new criminal charge of fetal homicide, and also included a definition of fetal personhood in the
Colorado criminal statutes.

Bill failed to pass in the House State, Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee by a vote of 6-5.
Votes Against: Su Ryden, Joe Salazar, Mike Foote, Susan Lontine, Dianne Primavera, Max Tyler
Votes For: Steve Humphrey, Patrick Neville, Jack Tate, Dan Thurlow, Yeulin Willett

House Bill 15-1001 Early Childhood Educator Development Scholarships
WLC Supported Representatives Brittany Pettersen and Alec Garnett Passed House 33-30, 2 absent
Senator Nancy Todd Failed Senate Committee

The bill sought to create a scholarship grant program within the Colorado Department of Human Services (CDHS) to
provide assistance to individuals who are obtaining a postsecondary credential in early childhood education.

Bill failed to pass in the Senate Education Committee by a vote of 5-4.
Votes For: Senators Mike Johnston, Andy Kerr, Michael Merrifield, Nancy Todd
Votes Against: Senators Owen Hill, Vicki Marble, Chris Holbert, Tim Neville, Laura Woods

House Bill 15-1033 Strategic Planning Group on Aging Sent to the Governor
WLC Supported Representative Dianne Primavera Passed House 44-21
Senator Larry Crowder Passed Senate 27-8

The bill creates a strategic planning group to study issues related to the increasing number of Coloradans age 50 and
older. The group will consist of 20 voting members to be appointed by the Governor by August 1, 2015 and the bill
specifies the required composition of the group members. By November 1, 2016, the group must present to the
governor and the General Assembly data and specific recommendations to develop an action plan on aging in Colorado
through the year 2030.

House Bill 15-1079 Teen Pregnancy Dropout Prevention Program Funding
WLC Supported Representatives Don Coram and Jessie Danielson Passed House 46-19
Senator Ellen Roberts Failed Senate Committee

This bill sought to extend the repeal date of the Teen Pregnancy and Dropout Prevention program within the Depart-
ment of Health Care Policy and Financing (HCPF) from September 1, 2016, to September 1, 2020. The bill also allows
General Fund moneys to be appropriated in support of the program's costs.

Bill failed to pass in the Senate Finance Committee by a vote of 3-2.

Votes For: Senators Mike Johnston and Andy Kerr
Votes Against: Senators Tim Neville, Owen Hill, Chris Holbert
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House Bill 15-1133 Pay Equity Commission
WLC Supported Representative Jessie Danielson Passed House 36-28, with 1 absent
Senator Jessie Ulibarri Failed Senate Committee

This bill sought to continue the 11-member Pay Equity Commission in the Colorado Department of Labor and Employ-
ment (CDLE).

Bill failed to pass in the Senate State, Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee by a vote of 3-2.
Votes For: Senators Matt Jones and Jessie Ulibarri
Votes Against: Senators Ray Scott, Jerry Sonnenberg, Owen Hill

House Bill 15-1164 Postponement of Jury Service for Breastfeeding Signed by Governor
WLC Supported Representative Brittany Pettersen Passed House 58-7
Senator Andy Kerr Passed Senate: 25-10

This bill amends the Colorado Uniform Jury Selection and Service Act to excuse a potential juror who is breast-
feeding a child. The postponement of jury duty may not exceed two consecutive 12-month periods, and a judge or
jury commissioner may request a physician's note or medical statement supporting the postponement.

House Bill 15-1194 Authorize General Fund Dollars for LARC Services
WLC Supported Representatives KC Becker and Don Coram Passed House 37-26, 2 absent
Senator Mary Hodge Failed Senate Committee

The bill sought to continue the Family Planning Program within the Department of Public Health and Environment
(DPHE), providing an appropriation of $5,000,000 General Fund in FY 2015-16, and requiring an annual appropria-
tion of moneys each year thereafter from the General Fund to the DPHE. If passed, the funding must have been used
to continue a grant program providing Long Acting Reversible Contraception (LARC) methods to low-income and
uninsured women to reduce the number of unintended pregnancies in Colorado.

Bill failed to pass in the Senate State, Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee by a vote of 3-2.

Votes For: Senators Matt Jones and Jessie Ulibarri
Votes Against: Senators Ray Scott, Jerry Sonnenberg, Owen Hill

House Bill 15-1221 Employee Leave to Attend Child’s Academic Activities
WLC Supported Representatives John Buckner and Rhonda Fields Passed House 34-30, 1 absent
Senator Andy Kerr Failed Senate Committee

House Bill 09-1057 created the Parental Involvement in K-12 Education Act (Act) which allows a non-supervisory employ-
ee who works for an employer with at least 50 employees to take unpaid leave for the purpose of attending parent-
teacher conferences or other specific academic activities. This bill would have expanded the definition of academic ac-
tivities and makes the school activities of preschoolers eligible for parent leave. The bill also sought to remove the repeal
date of September 1, 2015.

Bill failed to pass in the Senate State, Veterans, And Military Affairs Committee by a vote of 3-2.
Votes For: Senators Matt Jones and Jessie Ulibarri
Votes Against: Senators Ray Scott, Jerry Sonnenberg, Vicki Marble
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House Bill 15-1235 Colorado Retirement Security Task Force
WLC Supported Representatives John Buckner and Brittany Pettersen Passed House 33-30, 2 absent
Senators Pat Steadman and Nancy Todd Failed in Senate Committee

The bill would have created the Colorado Retirement Security Task Force in the legislative branch to study retirement se-
curity options that will promote greater retirement security for Coloradans. The bill specifies various areas of study for the
task force, including, but not limited to: 1) existing barriers to retirement; 2) access to employer-sponsored retirement
plans; 3) the types of employer-sponsored retirement plans and individual retirement products currently offered in the
state; 4) studying the feasibility of creating a statewide retirement savings plan for private sector employees; 5) estimates
of the average amount of retirement wealth state residents have upon retirement; and 6) estimates of the average
amount of retirement wealth that are recommended for a financially secure retirement in Colorado.

Bill failed to pass in the Senate State, Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee by a vote of 3-2.
Votes For: Senators Matt Jones and Jessie Ulibarri
Votes Against: Senators Ray Scott, Jerry Sonnenberg, Owen Hill

House Bill 15-1258 FAMLI Insurance Program and Wage Replacement
WLC Supported Representatives Faith Winter and Joe Salazar Failed House 371-33, 1 absent
Senator Jessie Ulibarri

This bill sought to create the Family Medical Leave Insurance Program (FMLI) in a newly created Division of Family and
Medical Leave Insurance (division) in the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment (CDLE). The FMLI program
would provide partial wage replacement benefits to eligible individuals who are unable to work due to their own serious
health condition, or who take leave from work to care for a new child or a family member with a serious health condition.
Prior to establishing the FMLI program, the division would have been required to conduct an actuarial evaluation to de-
termine the amount of premium required to support the FMLI program and the fund balance necessary to maintain the
FMLI program's solvency.

Bill failed to pass in the full House on second reading by a vote of 31-33.

Priority bills that died prior to floor votes, so votes were not considered in overall score.

Senate Bill 15-285 A Woman's Right to Accurate Healthcare Information Act
WLC Opposed Senator Tim Neville
Representatives Patrick Neville and Lori Saine

The bill would have created the Women's Reproductive Information Guarantee for Health and Transparency Act

(act), specifying terms related to abortions performed in Colorado. Under the bill, an abortion could not be per-

formed or induced without the voluntary and informed consent of a patient who would be undergoing the proce-

dure. In order to fulfill the informed consent requirements, the bill required the healthcare provider to share the fol-

lowing information with the patient at least 24 hours before an abortion is performed:

e the name of the physician who will perform the abortion;

e athorough and accurate description of the proposed method for performing the abortion, including information
on the probable gestational age and anatomical and physiological characteristics of the fetus;

e adescription of immediate and long-term physical and psychological risks involved in the abortion procedure;

e adescription of alternatives to abortion;

e adescription of medical assistance benefits that may be available for prenatal care, childbirth, and neonatal care,
in addition to information on the liability of the father for child support; and
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e any other medical or other information that a reasonable patient would consider important for making a deci-
sion. Additionally, the act requires that at least 24 hours prior to an abortion the healthcare provider give the pa-
tient the opportunity to receive a current picture of the ultrasound portraying the entire body of the unborn
child. In addition, the healthcare provider must provide:

e an oral description of all relevant features of the ultrasound, with audible heartbeat, if present; a written and oral
description of whether or not the pregnancy is viable;

e alist of all known ultrasound providers within a ten-mile radius of the abortion provider, in order to allow a pa-
tient to seek a second opinion;

e adescription of the probable gestational age of the unborn child;

e adescription of the development of the unborn child's nerve endings and the unborn child's ability to feel pain at
each stage of development; and

e astatement that the patient may withdraw consent to the abortion at any time.

The bill would have required any person who recklessly violated any provision of the act commits an unclassified mis-
demeanor and is subject to a fine of up to $100,000 and allowed any person who suffers a loss or injury as a result of
any violation of the act may bring a cause of action against the healthcare provider.

Bill failed to pass in the Senate Health and Human Services Committee by a vote of 3-2.
Votes Against: Senators Irene Aguilar, Linda Newell and Beth Martinez Humenik
Votes For: Senators Kevin Lundberg and Larry Crowder

House Bill 15-1041 Protect Human Life at Conception
WLC Opposed Representatives Steve Humphrey and Kim Ransom
Senator Kevin Lundberg

This bill sought to prohibit licensed physicians from performing abortions except when: 1) the physician makes reasona-
ble medical efforts to preserve both the life of the woman and her unborn child, but an abortion is necessary to preserve
the life of the woman; or 2) the physician provides medical treatment to a woman that results in the accidental or unin-
tentional injury or death of the unborn child. Offenses under the bill would be punishable criminally as a class 3 felony
and conviction constitutes unprofessional conduct for the purposes of physician licensing.

Bill failed to pass in the House Judiciary Committee by a vote of 7-6.
Votes Against: Representatives Daniel Kagan, Pete Lee, John Buckner, Mike Foote, Brittany Pettersen, Joe Salazar, John Buckner
Votes For: Representatives Tim Dore, Polly Lawrence, Paul Lundeen, Partrick Neville, Kevin Van Winkle, Yeulin Willett

House Bill 15-1112 Born Alive Infant Protect Act
WLC Opposed Representative Lois Landgraf

The bill sought to prohibit any person from denying or depriving an infant of nourishment with the intent to cause or al-
low the death of the infant for any reason, even if the infant was born alive during an abortion procedure. Under the bill,
a physician performing an abortion must take all medically appropriate and reasonable steps to preserve the life and
health of a born-alive infant. Under the bill, any born-alive infant, including an infant born during the course of an abor-
tion procedure, must be treated as a legal person under Colorado law. The bill would have created three class 3 felonies
and civil penalties and related definitions.

Bill failed to pass in the House Public Health Care and Human Services Committee by a vote of 7-6.

Votes Against: Representatives Dianne Primavera, Jonathan Singer, Jessie Danielson, Joann Ginal, Jovan Melton, Dominick Moreno,
Max Tyler

Votes For: Representatives Kathleen Conti, Justin Everett, Janak Joshi, Lois Landgraf, Lang Sias, JoAnn Windholz
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House Bill 15-1128 Women's Health Protection Act
WLC Opposed Representative Patrick Neville
Senator Tim Neville

The bill would have required the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (DPHE) to license all abortion
clinics in the state. Licenses would have been valid for one year and must have been renewed by the DPHE for an abor-
tion clinic to legally operate in the state. The bill would have required the DPHE to conduct an on-site visit to each facil-
ity prior to initial licensure or license renewals and to establish procedures for conducting inspections. The DPHE would
also be required to promulgate rules and standards concerning: abortion clinic personnel, including that a physician
with admitting privileges at an accredited hospital within 30 miles of the clinic be employed by the clinic and present on
days when abortions are performed; requirements for the abortion clinic's physical facilities; supplies and equipment;
abortion procedures, including use of anesthesia and vital signs monitoring; medical screening and evaluations for each
abortion clinic patient; minimum recovery room and follow-up care standards; minimum incident reporting standards;
and the treatment of personally identifiable patient information. The bill would have established unclassified misde-
meanors and criminal and civil penalties for any individuals who violate the requirements of the bill. The director of the
DPHE would have been required to pursue injunctive relief in the courts against anyone in violation of the terms of the
bill. The bill provides related definitions and licensure fees.

Bill failed to pass in the House Health, Insurance, and Environment Committee by a vote of 7-6.

Votes Against: Representatives Beth McCann, Joann Ginal, Daneya Esgar, Susan Lontine, Diane Mitsch Bush, Dianne Primavera,
Su Ryden

Voted For: Representatives J. Paul Brown, Steve Humphrey, Janak Joshi, Gordon Klingenschmitt, Lois Landgraf, Kim Ransom

House Bill 15-1162 Ban Sex-Selective Abortion
WLC Opposed Representative Dan Nordberg

This bill sought to make performing an abortion and other related actions for purposes of sex selection a class 2 felony.
The bill identifies other actions as including coercion of a sex-selection abortion, solicitation or acceptance of funds for a
sex-selection abortion, or transporting a woman into Colorado to obtain a sex-selection abortion. The bill requires the
court to sentence an offender to between the minimum and twice the maximum presumptive range for a Class 2 felony.
Exceptions are made for saving the life or preserving the health of the unborn child, spontaneous abortion, and removing
an ectopic pregnancy.

Bill failed to pass in the House State, Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee by a vote of 6-5.
Votes Against: Su Ryden, Joe Salazar, Susan Lontine, Dianne Primavera, Mike Foote, Max Tyler
Votes For: Steve Humphrey, Patrick Neville, Jack Tate, Dan Thurlow, Yeulin Willett

This year, the Women's Lobby top priority bills were:

e HB15-1221: Employee Leave to Attend Child’s Academic Activities —Support
o SB268 : Offenses Against Unborn Children —Oppose

Priority bills are actively lobbied by our professional lobbyist.
The Women'’s Lobby of Colorado is represented at the State Capitol by Jennifer Miles.

For the full text of any bill, visit Colorado General Assembly’s website: http://www.leg.state.co.us
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