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BY JIM LOCKWOOD

STAFF WrITEr

Pennsylvania American 
Water’s inadvertent release 
of large amounts of silt from 
the No. 7 Reservoir in Dun-
more into Roaring Brook and 
the Lackawanna River violat-
ed the state’s Clean Streams 

Law and regulations on sedi-
ment control, according to 
the state Department of  
Environmental Protection.

The silt and sediment pol-
lution from a PAW project to 
rehabilitate the reservoir’s 
old dam muddied Roaring 
Brook and the Lackawanna 

River for miles. The DEP 
became aware of  the pollu-
tion Feb. 4 and has been 
investigating. Environmental 
advocates of  clean water-
ways, including the Lackawa-
nna River Conservation 
Association and Trout 
Unlimited, have expressed 

fears that ecological damage 
from the sediment will signif-
icantly impair the waters and 
their aquatic wildlife of mac-
roinvertebrates and fish for 
some time, perhaps years.

The DEP on Wednesday 
released to media outlets 17 
reports of  inspections at dif-

ferent waterway locations 
that represent the first time 
the DEP said it has deter-
mined violations have 
occurred.

Water company spokes-
woman Susan Turcmanov-
ich said in an email that PAW 
received the reports from 

DEP on Friday, March 1, and 
“This was the first corre-
spondence we received from 
DEP indicating any viola-
tions related to this permit.”

The violations include:
Regulations on erosion 
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and sedimentation con-

trol during a dam project 
requiring that work “must 
be done in a manner to min-
imize erosion of  banks and 
bed of  the stream and 

disturbance of  the regimen 
of  the stream.”

The Clean Streams 

Law’s prohibition against 
discharges of “any substance 
of  any kind or character 
resulting in pollution,” and 
that also says, “Any such dis-

charge is hereby declared to 
be a nuisance.”

The DEP has not yet issued 
any notices of  violations or 
imposed fines regarding the 
situation, agency spokes-
woman Colleen Connolly 
said Wednesday.

Previously, the DEP sam-
pled water and sediment 
from the muddied water-
ways and conducted a sur-
vey of  macroinvertebrates. 
Testing of  the samples 
remains underway and 
there are no results yet, 

Connolly said.
Meanwhile, water from the 

reservoir continues to flow 
over the primary spillway of  
the dam, as has been the case 
since valves in the dam were 
closed on Feb. 12, Turcma-
novich said.

“Plans to continue work 
on the dam project are 
moving forward with input 
from DEP,” Turcmanovich 
said.

Contact the writer:  
jlockwood@scrantontimes.com; 
570-209-5893.
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