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For safety reasons, areas between mines were not excavated,
leaving walls (A) to support the surface. These walls act as dams
in the groundwater that collects, forming the mine pool (B, light
blue areas). Manways and ventilation openings allow water
through into the next section down the valley.
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A typical station operated by the
Hudson Coal Co., 800’ below the borough

of Jermyn, pumped up to 30 million gallons of
water a day.  The costs of running the pumps in the

Northern Anthracite Field eventually exceeded the price
of the coal being brought to market and helped to bring the

demise of the coal mining industry in Northeastern Pennsylvania.
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