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“Since my shoulder 
surgery, I can walk my
dog with confidence.”

Marsha W.
Shoulder Replacement Surgery, Oct. 2024 (left) & Mar. 2025 (right)

After two shoulder replacements with Munson Orthopedic 
Institute, Traverse City resident Marsha W. is walking her 
dog, back to yoga, and sleeping on her side again—
all without pain. 

Watch her journey from pain to full recovery
and get started on your own at: 
munsonhealthcare.org/MOI

F O R U M

BY ELIZABETH MOORE 
and SHARON WORKMAN

We commend Traverse 
City Area Public Schools 
for embracing the science 
of reading curriculum 
to address the shocking 
decline in our children’s 
reading ability (as re-
ported Jan. 10-11 in the 
Record-Eagle). Fewer than 
40% of third-graders are 

only half of our com-
munity’s children are 
entering kindergarten 
with the skills they need 
to succeed.

This is an urgent prob-
lem. Children who are not 
reading by third grade are 
four times more likely to 
drop out of high school.

While this new curricu-
lum is one big step in the 
right direction, it is not 
enough. The foundation 
for literacy is built before 
children enter kinder-
garten. Ninety percent of 
brain development occurs 
by age 5. Babies are wired 
to learn through loving 
interactions with care-
givers, laying the ground-
work for literacy.

life are a critical window 
for learning language. 
The American Academy 
of Pediatrics encourag-
es new parents to begin 
reading at birth to create 
a language-rich environ-
ment that makes reading 
and learning a joy. When 
young children are read 
to, their vocabulary grows 
exponentially.

Research shows that 
reading aloud to a child 
every day, starting at 
birth, is the single most 

important thing we can 
do to ensure school suc-
cess. Yet, many parents 
don’t know how essential 
this simple practice is to 
their child’s development. 
And technology is com-
peting for our time and 
focus, making it harder 
for families to maintain 
reading routines.

In the Grand Traverse 
region, two local nonprof-
its, Sunrise Rotary’s Born 
to Read and Dolly Par-
ton’s Imagination Library 
are working together 
with other community 
partners to change these 
trends and increase 
school readiness.

Through our ‘Books 
from Birth’ partnership, 
Born to Read provides 
every newborn at Munson 
Medical Center a gift bag 
with books and informa-
tion for parents about the 
importance of reading 
with their baby, starting 
at birth. Staff at Munson 
encourage parents to sign 
up for the Imagination 
Library before leaving the 
hospital.

Once enrolled, the 
child receives an age-ap-
propriate book from 
the Imagination Library 
every month until their 
5th birthday. All children 

Grand Traverse region are 
eligible to register. Books 
are free to participating 

families. Both Born to 
Read and the local Imag-
ination Library are run 
entirely by volunteers and 
supported by donors and 
grantors in our commu-
nity.

Born to Read and Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination 
Library also work with 
community schools, 
libraries, health clinics, 
day care centers, baby 
pantries, and others to 
distribute books, encour-
age parents to read with 
their children and register 
them to receive Imagina-
tion Library books.

Research shows this 
program works. Numer-
ous peer-reviewed studies 
report that participating 
children are read to more 
often and gain kinder-
garten readiness skills. 
Starting in infancy mat-
ters. The longer a child is 
enrolled, the stronger the 
impact.

This investment in 
early childhood literacy, 
together with the innova-
tive curriculum TCAPS is 
now implementing, prom-
ises to reverse declines 
in third-grade reading 

our children’s success in 
school and in life.

For more information, 
please visit: rotaryborn-
toread.org and dpil-gtre-
gion.org

About the authors:
Elizabeth Moore is the 
main coordinator of Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Li-
brary GTR. Sharon Work-
man is co-chair of Sunrise 
Rotary Born to Read.

Embracing the science of reading

Moore Workman
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Who are we? I wish I 
knew.

Mary Ann Borton
Suttons Bay

A world less safe
So the Trump admin-

istration, in its wisdom,
has recently rescinded 

nursing homes. Just think
what that means for your 
friends and loved ones.

They have also reduced 
safety requirements for 
the nuclear industry. Now 
the regulations only sug-
gest to not contaminate 
the water.

And, to top it off, they 
let the nuclear treaty with 
Russia expire.

Government is supposed 
to step in to keep us safe 
from these things because 
one else is going to.

Peter Brown
Beulah

Troubled water
To bring our people back

together, we must reclaim 
common ground where we 
can agree on some aspects 
of shared interests and 
respectfully disagree on 
others. Yet, when we try to
bridge our polarized poli-
tics by acknowledging that 
there are some positive 
policies with the current 
administration, we get
accused of both-sidedness.

How else are we going to 
reclaim common ground?

At the same time, we
must protest the extreme 
and often likely illegal 
actions of the Trump
administration (tariffs, 

innocent immigrants, war
crimes, etc.).

There is scant compara-
bility between the extreme 
actions of the Trump
administration and any 
other administration, e.g.
Biden exceeding his power 
by trying to eliminate 
student loans is mild com-

pared to Trump exceeding
his power in almost every 
part of government while 
circumventing Congress 
and trying to ignore or 
politicize the courts.

On top of the lack of 
comparability between 
Trump and any oth-
er administration, the
Trump administration, its 
followers, and media spew
relentless lies and mis-
information the likes of 
which we Americans have 
never experienced before. 
Trump supporters only
believe their own sources 
of information and the 
demonization of their 
opponents.

While every adminis-
tration has stretched the 
truth to justify their poli-
cies or actions, the Trump 
administration is taking it 
to a whole new level.

So how do we build 
bridges in this poisonous 
and biased political envi-
ronment?

Keep speaking up for
what’s right for all Ameri-
cans. Keep reaching across 
the political divide to 
agree on common ground 
with regards to affordabil-
ity, immigration, social
services, foreign affairs,
everything. Demonstrate
that the power of the 
people is the ultimate 
power when we join hands 
to use it.

Signs are growing that 
most Americans are not 
happy with Trump ad-
ministration actions. Keep 
talking, writing, pushing, 
stretching for the hand 
across the divide.

We must move forward
together, resolved to re-
store our democracy.

Phyllis Craun-Selka
Lake Ann

Previously published in the Feb. 14, 2026, edition of the Traverse City Record-Eagle  
https://www.record-eagle.com/opinion/forum-moore/article_3faa1055-
d17b-45ca-8b5d-8b896b68b28a.html 




