
GETTING STARTED WITH JS8/JS8CALL



JS8/JS8CALL ARE…

JS8 IS THE PROTOCOL

JS8CALL IS THE SOFTWARE

CREATED BY JORDAN SHERER, KN4CRD

USING FT8 PROTOCOL AS A BASE



WHO’S USING JS8

 Source: pskreporter.info

 1/22 8:30 AM thru 1/23 
8:30 



COMPARED TO FT8

 Source: pskreporter.info

 1/22 8:30 AM thru 1/23 
8:30 



WHERE CAN YOU 
FIND JS8 
TRAFFIC?

Band Frequency

160m 1.842

80m 3.578

40m 7.078

30m 10.130

20m 14.078

17m 18.104

15m 21.078

12m 24.922

10m 28.078

6m 50.318



FT8 VS JS8…SOME DIFFERENCES

Item FT8 JS8

Mode FT8 MFSK

Sub-Mode None JS8

Format Structured Unstructured/RagChew

TX/RX Interval 15s Depends on message length. Xmit 
in Frames

Sideband USB USB

Appears in Log as: LoTW FT8 DATA

Appears in Log as: QRZ FT8 JS8



WHAT YOU NEED 
TO GET 
STARTED…

SAME BASICS AS 
FT8

RADIO COMPUTE 
DEVICE

ACCURATE 
TIME

JS8CALL 
SOFTWARE

AUDIO A DESIRE TO 
LEARN

A LITTLE 
PATIENCE



RADIO

 Rig Control

 Audio Out

 Audio In



COMPUTE DEVICE

 Ability to run JS8Call 
software

 Interface for Rig Control

 USB or Audio Out + Audio 
Cable

 USB or Audio In + Audio 
Cable



ACCURATE TIME

 Seconds count…

 …against you

 Check your time

 NTP keeps you on 
time. I use Meinberg
NTP



JS8 SOFTWARE

 JS8Call –
Software from 
the author.

 Runs on:
 Windows

 Mac

 Linux

 RaspberryPi



JS8CALL
IN ACTION

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA





DIRECTED 
COMMANDS

 JS8Call offers pre-defined 
messages for common 
functions



PRE-DEFINED 
MESSAGES

 You can also create and save 
custom messages.



JS8 EXCHANGE

 Unlike the structured exchange 
of FT8, JS8 doesn’t have one.

 You can carry on a full QSO

 QSO between N4KIN and 
WE4SEL 



JS8CALL LOG ENTRY

 Access Logging by clicking Log button.

 Two logs created:

 js8call.log – FT8 format log

 Js8call_log.adi – ADIF format log

 For Windows, logs located in:

 C:\Users\[username]\AppData\Local\JS8Call

 For me:

 C:\Users\n4kin\AppData\Local\JS8Call

 No logging automation.





MORE INFORMATION

Website Description

http://www.js8call.com Home of JS8Call software

https://docs.google.com/document/d/159S4wqMUVd
MA7qBgaSWmU-iDI4C9wd4CuWnetN68O9U/edit

Getting Started Guide

https://groups.io/g/js8call JS8Call Discussion Group

https://github.com/jsherer/ft8call FT8Call Design Document




