HOW CAN YOU KNOW YOU ARE SAVED?
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Few questions are more important than: How can you know you are saved?

Some people feel secure because they once prayed a prayer, walked an aisle, were baptized, joined a
church, or had an emotional experience. Others truly trust Christ as their God and Savior but still struggle
with doubt because they sin or wonder whether their faith is strong enough.

Christians can have real assurance, but it must rest on Jesus, His promises, and the evidence of His work
in our lives.

1. WHAT ACTUALLY SAVES US?

Only Jesus Christ, our God and Savior, can save us from the eternal penalty of sin. We receive that
salvation only through repentance and faith in Him. We aren’t saved because we're good enough,
baptized, church members, or better than others, because “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God” (Rom. 3:23 ESV).

Salvation is God'’s gift: “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is
the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8 NASB).

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John
14:6 CSB). “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been
given among men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12 NASB).

Jesus died for sinners and rose again. He calls us to turn from sin and trust Him: “repent ye, and believe
the gospel” (Mark 1:15 KJV).

So the question isn’t, “Have I been good enough?” It is, “Am I trusting Jesus Christ alone to save me?”

2. HAVE I REPENTED AND TRUSTED CHRIST?

Repentance means turning from sin, as the Bible defines it, and turning to God. Faith means trusting
Christ alone for salvation, with a new desire to obey Him. We must have “repentance toward God and
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21 NASB).

Saving faith is more than knowing facts about Jesus. Paul wrote, “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus
is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Rom. 10:9
CSB).

Then comes this promise: “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Rom. 10:13
CSB).

To "call upon the Lord" means turning to Jesus in repentance and faith, confessing Him as Lord,
believing His death and resurrection, and depending upon Him alone to save you. Prayer may express
that faith, but the words themselves aren’t a magic formula.

Jesus promised, “whoever comes to me I will never cast out” (John 6:37 ESV). Scripture likewise says,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31 KJV).

We aren’t saved by the strength of our faith, but by the Savior in whom we trust.
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3. DOES MY LIFE SHOW EVIDENCE THAT GOD HAS CHANGED ME?

Good works don’t save us, but salvation produces good works: “For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Eph. 2:10
NASB).

Jesus described His people this way: “My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow me” (John
10:27 CSB).

The Bible connects knowing Christ with obedience. “And by this we know that we have come to know
him, if we keep his commandments” (1 John 2:3 ESV).

This doesn’t mean Christians become sinless. The question isn’t merely, “Do I ever sin?” but whether
your relationship with sin has changed. Do you excuse and embrace it, or does it grieve you and lead you
back to repentance?

Genuine faith produces genuine fruit, even when that fruit is imperfect.
4. WHAT IF I STILL SIN?

Every Christian still sins. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us”
(1 John 1:8 KJV).

Sin doesn’t automatically prove someone is unsaved. Christians still struggle with temptation and
weakness. But Christians aren’t supposed to make peace with sin.

God promises, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NASB).

There is a difference between struggling against sin and surrendering to sin. A Christian may fall badly
and need repentance and restoration, but someone who claims Christ while deliberately embracing
continual rebellion shouldn’t assure him- or herself that everything is fine.

The Christian life isn’t sinless perfection. It's increasingly marked by repentance, faith, and obedience to
God's Word.

5. DOES A PRAYER, BAPTISM, OR CHURCH MEMBERSHIP PROVE YOU'RE SAVED?

No. A prayer may express genuine repentance and faith, but merely repeating certain words—even a
“sinner’s prayer”—doesn’t save anyone if you don't really mean it. Baptism is commanded by Christ, and
church membership matters, but neither replaces actual faith in Christ.

The gospel promise is for the one who believes since “whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life” (John 3:16 KJV).

Salvation also gives us a new standing before God. “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1 CSB).

Walking an aisle, raising a hand, or growing up in a Christian home doesn’t prove conversion. The
question isn’t merely, “Did something happen years ago?” It is, “Am I trusting Christ now?”

6. CAN A TRUE CHRISTIAN LOSE SALVATION?

No. If saved, always saved.

Jesus said of His sheep, “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them
out of my hand” (John 10:28 ESV). He then said, “My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and
no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand” (John 10:29 KJV).
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Paul gives the same assurance: “neither death nor life ... nor anything else in all creation will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39 ESV).

God also continues the work He begins: “He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day
of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6 NASB).

This doesn’t mean everyone who once professed faith is necessarily saved. False professions are possible.
But when God truly saves someone, He keeps that person.

If saved, always saved—not because saying a prayer guarantees salvation, but because Christ
preserves those He truly saves.

7. WHAT IF 1 HAVE DOUBTS? CAN I REALLY KNOW?

Doubt doesn’t necessarily mean you're unsaved. A desperate father told Jesus, “I do believe; help my
unbelief” (Mark 9:24 NASB). Genuine believers can struggle.

But Scripture also tells us to examine ourselves: “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Examine
yourselves” (2 Cor. 13:5 CSB).

Ask yourself: Am I trusting Christ alone for salvation? Have I turned to God in repentance and faith?
Do I believe the gospel? Do I desire to obey Christ? When I sin, do I regret the sin and want to repent?
Is there evidence—however imperfect—of God’s work in my life?

If you aren’t sure, don’t manufacture assurance from a past prayer, baptism, or emotional experience.
Come to Christ now. Confess your sin, repent, believe the gospel, and call upon the Lord to save you. You
don’t need to know the exact date you were saved to know whom you are trusting today.

If you are trusting Christ, take God at His Word. If uncertainty remains, talk with a faithful pastor or
mature Christian who can walk through the gospel and these Scriptures with you.

CONCILUSION

How can you know you are saved? Look to Christ, then look for His work in your life.

You don’t get baptized to get saved; you get baptized because you are saved. Likewise, you don’t do
good works to earn salvation; you do good works because Jesus earned your salvation. Your works don’t
save you. They are evidence of what Christ has done in you.

Don’t place your hope in a prayer, baptism, church membership, emotions, or your own goodness. Place
your hope in Jesus Christ.

Call upon Jesus in repentance and faith, trust His promises, and rest in the Savior who both saves and
keeps His people.

30f3



