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Report 2026 | POPP DAPP 

As we glide into 2026, the fashion world is not merely evolving—it is transcending. From the 

metaverse catwalks to AI-designed couture, the runway now spins like a time machine—

transporting us from Y2K nostalgia to post-planetary minimalism. Here’s your exclusive look 

into what’s next and what’s now in fashion. 

Macro Trends: The Big Waves 

1. Neo-Utility & Future Formalwear 

Functional fashion becomes hyper-luxe. Think military tailoring with silk cargo pants, trench-

coats lined with solar-powered heating, and backpacks that double as charging docks. 

2. Emotional Minimalism 

A reaction to overstimulation, emotional minimalism is about garments that feel like therapy. 

Expect ultra-soft fabrics, sensorial linings, and emotional color palettes: soft mauves, healing 

blues, and candlelight beige. 

3. AI Co-Creation: From Muse to Machine 

Fashion design no longer starts with a sketch—it begins with a prompt. Brands are co-creating 

with AI tools to test silhouettes, predict consumer sentiment, and even create personalized outfits 

based on mood inputs. 

Materials Forecast: Textiles Go Meta 
• Digital Threads: Virtual-only collections—NFT accessories, AI-styled avatars, and Snapchat-

filter couture. 

• Biogenic Fabrics: Mushroom leather, algae-based weaves, and cactus silk dominate luxury 

conversations. 

• Shape-Memory Weaves: Clothes that adapt to body temperature, mood, and social calendar. 

Silhouettes & Style Codes 

• Liquid Silhouettes: Drapes are fluid, cuts asymmetrical, seams almost disappear. 

• Bubble Redux: Y2K bubble hems return with structured elegance. 

• Soft Armory: Metallics go plush with satin-finish chainmail and organza-shouldered corsets. 
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Color Forecast 2026 

- Primary Heat: Fiery red, signal yellow, hyper-cobalt 

- Healing Lights: Aqua glass, opal blush, muted lilac 

- Dust & Earth: Burnt umber, ashen lavender, soil taupe 

Pantone Color of the Year: “NeuroGlow” – a cross between lavender and electric silver. 

Consumer Behavior: Gen Alpha’s Takeover 

• Avatar Wardrobes: Digital fashion outsells physical denim. 

• Hyperlocal Haute: Regional crafts meet global runways. 

• Purposewear > Occasionwear: Fashion with social and ecological mission. 

Insider Watchlist: Designers to Follow 

• Aman Mathur (India): Pioneer of "Digital Nawabi" - Mughal meets AR. 

• Livia Ko (Seoul): Clothes that respond to sound and emotion. 

• Tao Bloom (London): Mixes AI code with couture poetry. 

Conclusion 

Fashion in 2026 isn’t just about looking good—it’s about feeling conscious, being connected, and 

wearing meaning. It's a bold new era where imagination is the only fabric that never fades. 


