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Introduction

The infrastructure proposed for Ardleigh as part of the Norwich to Tilbury project would 
result in overhead and underground lines encircling the village and the building of the huge 
substation that forms the East Anglia Connection Node (EACN).

Ardleigh is noted for its rich heritage. The village has been continuously occupied since 
Neolithic times. The area is well known for crop marks in the fields that show signs of early 
occupation. In the village there are 69 Grade II and 2 Grade II* listed buildings, monument 
sites and the remains of Roman roads. The harm to this heritage would be extensive.

The Ardleigh History & Heritage Survey was produced by Ardleigh residents in conjunction 
with the corresponding ESNP campaign group survey, to help assess these harms. It adopts 
the same questions and provides the same options for multiple choice answers as the main 
ESNP survey. The information produced complements other responses relating to Ardleigh 
in the ESNP survey.

This document is intended to provide a brief overview of the Ardleigh survey. All map 
images are purely for illustrative purposes. Please refer to the NGET Norwich to Tilbury 
website for more accurate maps.
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Introduction: The History & Heritage of Ardleigh

ÅA defining feature of Ardleigh is its rich historical and archaeological character.

ÅIt is believed that the Parish has been settled in excess of 3000 years. Ardleigh appeared 
in the 1086 Domesday Book, with its population of 38 households placing it in the largest 
20% of all settlements recorded at this time. It is notable that there are 5 entries for 
Ardleigh in the Domesday Book

ÅThe Norman Conquest meant great changes for Ardleigh. The land was divided into four 
manors, which indicates the prominence of the settlement at that time.

ÅA tabulated history of Ardleigh is provided in Appendix A. 

ÅThe Parish currently has 69 Grade II and 2 Grade II* listed buildings and one Scheduled  
Monument site.

ÅThere is a notably high concentration of Grade II listed buildings at the historic core of 
!ǊŘƭŜƛƎƘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ /ƻƭŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ wƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ DǊŀŘŜ LLϝ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
Church, parts of which date to the 14th century, is also prominently located here.

Additional information on the history can be found on the Ardleigh Parish Council website:
https://ardleigh.website/ardleigh-history
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Location of the Proposed 
Infrastructure in Ardleigh
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bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ DǊƛŘΩǎ tƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ !ǊŘƭŜƛƎƘΥ
The area before construction
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https://norwichtotilburymap.nationalgrid.com/

https://norwichtotilburymap.nationalgrid.com/


bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ DǊƛŘΩǎ tƭŀƴǎ for Ardleigh:
The area during and after construction
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Approximate location of the proposed pylons, undergrounding 
and substations in Ardleigh in relation to heritage assets
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Proposed EACN substation site
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Proximity of the proposed EACN substation site to the Dedham Vale National Landscape (AONB) 



Proposed EACN substation site

Image showing the proposed site 
for the EACN substation.

Please note that this shows just a 
small section of the 40ha 
greenfield site that has been 
selected for EACN.
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Proposed location of further substations

View of the fields 
adjacent to the 
proposed EACN site 
where the additional 
windfarm substations 
are currently planned to 
be located.

The mounds of soil are 
from excavations 
associated with the 
archaeological surveys. 
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Monument Sites
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Monument Sites
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Map to show the approximate location of two 
monument sites in Ardleigh in relation to the 
proposed routes for the overhead lines and 
undergrounding. 

This is split into two sections:

The top single hatched areas marked A and B 
represent the corresponding areas identified in EAA 
Report 90, as referenced in the next slide.

The lower cross hatched sections represent 
Scheduled Monument List Entry Number: 1002146 
Ϧ/ǊƻǇ ƳŀǊƪ ǎƛǘŜ { ƻŦ !ǊŘƭŜƛƎƘάΦ

The incursion of the proposed infrastructure is clearly 
visible on this map. The disruption extends 
significantly beyond the cable route, due to the width 
of the undergrounding, the haul roads and land 
required during construction.

Important archaeology is therefore very much at risk.

Routes of 
Roman Roads



Monument Sites
ά!ǊŘƭŜƛƎƘ ƛǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƛƴ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎǊƻǇƳŀǊƪǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ RomanoBritish burials, boundaries 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘέ ϝ

The ancient monument sites play a central part in the ancient history of the village of Ardleigh.

The area around the Scheduled Monument in Ardleigh has produced a huge number of archaeological finds, 
from the earliest Neolithic finds through the Bronze Age, Roman period, Iron Age and Saxon period.  The 
largest Bronze Age urnfield ever found in England was found in the area, which shows that Ardleigh was a 
flourishing community in the years 1400BC to 800BC. 

The regions denoted by Areas A and B in the previous map are additional ancient monument sites identified in 
EAA Report 90**. These ancient settlements extended significantly beyond the Scheduled Monument.  Further 
evidence that the ancient settlements extended significantly beyond the Scheduled Monument, is illustrated in 
ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ !ǊŘƭŜƛƎƘ ŎǊƻǇƳŀǊƪ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎƭƛŘŜΦ

The boundaries of the Scheduled Monument were drawn purely to illustrate the extent of the archaeological 
investigation that had been carried out at the time (hence the straight line for example). There are currently 
large areas of unexcavated archaeology. It is considered highly likely that if it was properly investigated the 
scheduled monument site would cover a much greater area, including land north of Little Bromley Road.

* Colchester Archaeological Trust http://cat.essex.ac.uk/reports/CAT-report-0894.pdf

** The Archaeology of Ardleigh, Essex: Excavations 1955-1980 by N.R. Brown East Anglian Archaeology Report No. 90, 1999
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Monument Sites

ά¢ƘŜ !ǊŘƭŜƛƎƘ ŎǊƻǇƳŀǊƪ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄέ

1994 rectified plot from:

The Archaeology of Ardleigh, Essex: 
Excavations 1955-1980
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Monument Sites
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Additional monument sites were 
ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ άIŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ DŀǘŜǿŀȅέ 
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/

The approximate route of the proposed 
infrastructure in Ardleigh was added to the 
Heritage Gateway map on the left. 

Details of the HERs numbered 1 to 6 that coincide 
with the route are referenced in the survey and 
links to Heritage Gateway included.

It was notable how much of the route is across 
HER record polygons and how many additional 
HER record points are in close proximity to it.



Monument Sites

ÅAs can be seen from the slides presented, Ardleigh has an incredibly 
significant ancient history. Images such as the paintings by Roger Massey-
Ryan and the evidence of the settlements, help in visualising within the 
current landscape the lives that were led in much earlier times.

ÅIt should also be noted that, even with the extensive and compelling 
evidence that the cropmark images provide, this is just the evidence that is 
visible at the surface.

ÅFrom the limited exploration to date, it is to be expected that further 
important archaeology is buried and is therefore at great risk from the 
construction of infrastructure on the huge scale that is being proposed.
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Roman Roads
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Roman Roads

ÅThe nearby city of Colchester occupies the site of Camulodunum, the first major city in Roman Britain and its 
first capital.  The remains of Roman pottery kilns have been discovered on farmland in Ardleigh. Pottery was 
produced there using clay from the nearby Martells Pit.

ÅThe village is also intersected by two Roman roads. Both of these cross the proposed Norwich to Tilbury 
EACN site.

ÅEvidence of one of these roads was obtained during excavation at Ardleigh Park by P R Holbert in 1975*. 
Recently available LiDAR data** released by The Environment Agency has helped verify this.

ÅInitial evidence of the second of these roads was presented in CAG Bulletin Vol19 1976 (ref. R H Farrands). 
This route was also recently verified by LiDAR data and by satellite images.

ÅThe approximate routes of these roads are shown in the next slide. This is followed by some of the 
supporting evidence.

* Colchester Archaeological Group Bulletin Vol. 19 1976
** http://www.twithr.co.uk/ http://www.twithr.co.uk/essex/colchester-lawford-harwich.htm
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Roman Roads
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The red dotted lines 
are known Roman 
roads.

The green dotted 
line is the projected 
route of a Roman 
road. 



Roman Roads: LiDAR Images
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!ƭƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳΥ ά¢ǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎ ς wƻƳŀƴ wƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ .Ǌƛǘŀƴƴƛŀέ  ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦǘǿƛǘƘǊΦŎƻΦǳƪκ

LiDAR Image Route plotted on local map



Roman Roads: LiDAR Images

tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ά9ŀǎǘ !ƴƎƭƛŀ 
Connection Node Substation 
нлно LƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ {ǳōǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ½ƻƴŜέ 
added to LiDAR image (in blue) to 
show how the Roman road (as 
bounded by the parallel white 
lines) intersects the site.
It was subsequently discovered 
that the Roman road shown in 
red on the right of this image 
continued to the left in a straight 
line through the village.
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Roman Roads: Satellite Images
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The pink lines are 
known Roman 
roads.

The green line is 
the projected line 
of a Roman road. 



Roman Roads: Satellite Images
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Enlarged view of 
this section 
provided in the 
next slide.



Roman Roads: Satellite Images

26



Conservation Area
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Conservation Area

In recognition of its clear heritage value, a substantial proportion of Ardleigh 
village has been a designated Conservation Area since 1981. 

The Conservation Area Appraisal adopted by the District Council in 2006 
summarises the special interest of the Conservation Area as follows:

ά!ǊŘƭŜƛƎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀǘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻŀŘ ƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 
retains its fine church and sequences of attractive vernacular buildings. The 
well-treed approaches to the north and the east are essential to the 
character of the village and are also included in the Area. The village 
expanded southwards in the 19th century, resulting in further groups of 
distinctive buildings, which with their settings are also recognised by Area 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ
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Image showing part of the 
Conservation Area in Ardleigh, 
including Sǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ 
of the medieval buildings clustered 
around the crossroads.
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Conservation Area ς Ancient House
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Ancient House, Ardleigh (Grade II Listed)
From: Tendring District Council 
άIŜǊƛǘŀƎŜψ{ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅψнфлтмфΦǇŘŦέ

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ 
with some sixteenth, seventeenth and later 
alterations and additions. It has retained its 
original roof structure, and once housed the 
Kings Head Public House in the late 
eighteenth century. The identified features 
are prominent features of the building and 
ŀǊŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƻŦ 9ǎǎŜȄΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǾŜǊƴŀŎǳƭŀǊΦέ



Conservation Area
This map shows the location 
of the listed buildings within 
the Ardleigh Conservation 
Area (denoted by the black 
boundary) and the 
approximate distance of 
nearest pylons to the centre 
of the village.
Please note that the 
undergrounding section, 
which is denoted by the 
black dotted line, is even 
closer in some cases. Trench 
widths of up to 120m also 
need to be considered.
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Green Spaces
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Green Spaces

Various green spaces in the village that have historical connections 
were identified as part of the survey.  These were divided into the 
ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ά[ƻŎŀƭ DǊŜŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜέ ƻǊ ά{ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘŜŘ hǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜέΣ 
in accordance with the Ardleigh Neighbourhood Plan 2020 ς 2033*. 

* Ardleigh Neighbourhood Plan 2020 - 2033 
https://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/planning/Planning_Policy/Ardlei
gh/Ardleigh%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
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Local Green Spaces

ÅThe Ardleigh Neighbourhood Plan 2020 - 2033 states that Local Green Space 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛǎΧά5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀōƭȅ 
special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for example 
because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value, tranquillity or 
ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜέΦ

ÅThe plan includes 24 Local Green Spaces. This document just focusses on those 
where there is considered to be an historical link and that are either in close 
proximity to, or coincide with, the proposed Norwich to Tilbury power lines.

ÅIt should be noted that all the more recent Local Green Spaces were identified by 
local residents as part of the Neighbourhood Plan consultation. The 
announcement of East Anglia GREEN (subsequently renamed as Norwich to 
Tilbury) was a later development.  
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Local Green Spaces

35

Locations of the referenced Green Spaces and approximate distances from the proposed pylons 

GS05 was not 
included in this 
survey as no 
historical links 
were identified



Local Green Spaces

D{лоΥ άCƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƭŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ /ƻƭŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ wƻŀŘέ
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The description for Local Green Space 3 from the Ardleigh Neighbourhood Plan 2020 ς 2033 states:

άtŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΣ ŦŀǊ-reaching public views to be had both across the arable landscape 
and back towards the settlement edge. These views are genuinely representative of the Landscape 
Character Area and largely unchanged since historic times. The space is emblematic of the historic (and, 
in other places, eroded) abrupt spatial relationship between the medieval nuclear village of Ardleigh and 
the surrounding working countryside. It has been used for recreational walking by villagers for hundreds 
ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎΧ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƭŀƪŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƭŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀǘǎΦ DƛǾŜƴ ƛǘǎ 
close proximity to the village centre, it is a surprisingly tranquil place with a perceptible sense of being 
ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳǎŜ ōȅ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŎƭǳōέΦ 



Image of the fishing lake, which is part 
of D{лоΥ άCƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƭŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘǎ 
ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ /ƻƭŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ wƻŀŘέ
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