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ARDLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Ardleigh Parish Council held on 
Monday 8 September 2025 at 7.30pm at Ardleigh Village Hall 

PRESENT: Cllrs Tim Barrott, James Blyth, Helen Fontaine, Jayne Marshall, Carolyn Mason, Jonathan Waters 
Cllr Carlo Guglielmi, Essex County Council (ECC) was also present. 
Officers: Clerk, Rachel Fletcher (minutes). 

ALSO IN Cllr Martin Whiteley attended via Teams link. Three members of the public were present in person.  
ATTENDANCE: 
 

25.106 Chair’s Welcome 
 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

25.107 Apologies and reasons for absence 
 Apologies received from Cllrs Richard Talbot, Emma Thrower. Deputy Clerk, Rachel Edwards and 

Cllrs Carlo Guglielmi, Essex County Council and Zoe Fairley, Tendring District Council (TDC) also sent 
apologies. 

25.108 Public participation session relating to items on the agenda  
 The following items were raised 

• An apparent improvement in parking issues on Station Road was noted. 
• Query regarding digging in fields close to the salt dome- confirmed as National Grid 

archaeological surveying.  Additional evidence/ examples of earlier finds below the level 
of the current trenching should be shared with the council. 

• Two members of the public who were also Millennium Green (MG) trustees raised issues 
relating to play equipment inspections. See also 25.116b. 

25.109 Declaration and Register of Interests and Dispensations 
 It was noted that previously agreed dispensations remained in place. 

25.110 Minutes of meeting held on 14 July 2025 
 The Minutes of the meeting were approved as a true and accurate record. Delegated decisions 

were noted/reconfirmed. 
25.111 Planning Infrastructure and related issues 

 To note updates/ consider actions required relating to large developments and Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) proposed for Ardleigh including: 

a) It was noted that a meeting of the Planning Infrastructure working group had taken place 
with a barrister on 1 September 2025 to discuss the National Grid Development Consent 
Order for Norwich to Tilbury submitted in August.  
The Council considered instructing the barrister at this time, costs to be supplemented by 
crowd funding/ public donations.  
It was agreed to seek additional information from the barrister about the added value 
(over and above the case made by the regional campaign) of focussing on the issues for 
Ardleigh and to confirm what key arguments would be.  
It was agreed that a parallel approach should be made to another lawyer who was 
already aware of the issues due to work for the regional campaign. It was agreed that Cllr 
Whiteley would make that approach. 
It was agreed to seek legal support, limited to preparing a letter to the Planning Inspector 
while they are considering whether to accept the DCO. The spending for this to be 
confirmed by the Clerk using delegated authority having consulted further outside the 
meeting. 
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It was agreed to write to Tendring District and Essex County Council to ask them to 
express concerns about the inadequacy of the consultation as requested by the regional 
campaign. 
It was resolved to contribute £500 to the Essex Suffolk Norfolk Pylons campaign, and to 
reduce the budget for grants to local organisations by an equivalent amount. 
Planning consultants could be approached to quote for supporting Ardleigh (and 
potentially other local parishes) although no decision was made on this. 

b) A further briefing meeting had been offered on the joint windfarms design guide See 
www.northfallsoffshore.com/design-guide or www.fiveestuaries.co.uk/design-
guide.  Councillors who had attended the earlier sessions would assist with drafting the 
Council response. 

25.112 Highways, Public Rights of Way (PRoW) and related issues  
 Note that updates on highways, public rights of way and related issues usually take place outside 

the meeting and should be reported direct www.essexhighways.org/tell-us.  
• Representatives had lobbied a meeting held on 26 August 2025 by Essex Highways in 

relation to diversion routes for the work being undertaken on the A12 Junction 29-33, 
commencing in September 2025.  Subsequently changes had been proposed which 
should reduce the volume and speed of traffic coming through Ardleigh.  

• There was a question about the speed device outside the school which had been out of 
action for more than 6 years. Essex County Council had previously confirmed that it 
would not be replaced. This would be passed to County Councillor Guglielmi in case any 
update to the position. 

• The vegetation issues on Colchester Road raised at the last meeting had not been 
addressed.  Any further evidence of inaccessibility for wheelchair users to be passed to 
County Councillor Guglielmi. 

25.113 Reports and Correspondence 
 a) District and County Councillor reports Written reports received from District and County 

Councillors continued to be emailed to members. 
b) Councillors’ reports including reports of training or meetings. Cllr Blyth reported a discussion 

with the Tendring Tree Officer regarding loss of trees in Wick Lane  (due to the Norwich to 
Tilbury proposals)suggesting that National Grid could use an entrance on Old Ipswich Road 
which has planning permission to potentially save 200+ trees on Wick Lane. 

c) Clerk’s report - A report on key tasks undertaken since the last meeting including delegated 
decisions and key correspondence was noted. 

25.114 Planning Applications 
 Applications published, received, validated and/or decided since the last meeting were noted. 

Comments on new applications and appeals were agreed as outlined below.  
It was noted that, where appropriate, reference would be made to the Neighbourhood Plan 
policies/Village Design Statement when commenting on planning applications. See 
htps://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/planning/planning-applications for current applications. It was 
noted that weekly lists provided by Tendring District Council (TDC) were sent to Councillors. 
Applications published/ received/ validated and/or decided since the last meeting were noted in 
a separate paper.   

 a) 25/01213/FULHH Proposed single storey side extension to replace existing. San Lorenzo, 
Bromley Road, Ardleigh CO7 7SJ No comment. 

b) 25/01270/FULHH Proposed annex. Yaffle, Crown Lane, Ardleigh CO7 7RA. No comment. 
c) 25/01249/FUL Peake Fruit Ltd, Home Farm Lane, CO7 7NA. The Council supported the 

proposal but would ask for consideration to be given to access including through the farm to 
avoid more large vehicles on Home Farm Lane and the railway bridge. Lighting and screening 
and the Ardleigh Neighbourhood Plan. Would be mentioned. Councillors to add further 
comments before submission. 

Other/Appeals To note or consider any other applications including enforcement issues. 
To note updates on application 20/00594/FUL. Refusal of 25/00933/NMA 

http://www.northfallsoffshore.com/design-guide
http://www.fiveestuaries.co.uk/design-guide
http://www.fiveestuaries.co.uk/design-guide
http://www.essexhighways.org/tell-us
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=T0ZPY3QB0OT00&activeTab=summary
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=T1NKOVQB0OT00&activeTab=summary
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T1CFNMQB0OT00
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SYBCM5QB0EL00&activeTab=summary
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25.115 Community Projects, events and assets 
 Community Projects and Initiatives To receive updates on any developments including reports 

received (Community Speedwatch, Ardleigh Practical Actions for Climate and Environment 
(APACE), Police reports, Millennium Green).  
a) A report had been received from Community Speedwatch, checks were down due to 

volunteer availability, at the last check 700 cars had passed in a single hour, 10 of which were 
speeding. 

b) Requests for Support- see 25.111. £500 to be allocated from the Community Grants Fund to 
support the regional campaign Essex Suffolk Norfolk Pylons legal costs. 

c) Ardleigh Advertiser/ Parish Council newsletter. There was a discussion about the demise of 
the Ardleigh Advertiser which was missed.  The Parish Council could produce one-off 
newsletters for issues of specific concern (eg if crowd funding was launched for a legal 
campaign) but did not currently have capacity to do this regularly.  If a member of the public 
wished to start a new regular publication this would be welcomed by the Council. 

25.116 Amenities and Contracts 
 a) Council contracts and contractors The Annual Street Light inspection was noted. The cost of 

un-metred electricity had continued to rise, reaching almost £100 per month for eight 
footway lights. 

b) Play and Exercise equipment – to note/discuss recent concerns and consider proposals to 
update inspection protocols (see attachment).  
There was a discussion about internal communications and steps taken following an 
approach to two councillors by a member of the public at the Recreation Ground regarding a 
play inspection. It was felt that the matter could have been handled differently and that the 
uncertainty had been stressful, especially for the Councillor who had undertaken the specific 
inspection. It was agreed that the Chair would speak to the Councillor in question and offer a 
personal apology and explanation.  

The Council discussed the need to always work openly and courteously together.  

A new protocol, as outlined in the circulated paper was approved, designed to avoid future 
misunderstandings.  In addition to was agreed that lanyards be issued to all councillors and 
staff/ those inspecting on behalf of the council and additional notices be put on noticeboards 
close the play equipment to explain the inspection process.  MG trustees present confirmed 
that their noticeboards could be used for this. 

No further action in relation to the incident in July would be taken by the Council, especially 
since no formal complaint had been received. Councillors were asked to provide up to date 
images for lanyards. The Councillor biographies on the website would also be updated- all 
councillors to check and update their entries. 

c) Cemetery/churchyard matters An update was provided on two reports on proposed tree 
work to the yews requested by the Churchwardens/Diocese following a meeting with church 
representatives. A further approach following discussion at the PCC was awaited.  In the 
meantime, it was agreed to undertake consultation with the public via social media. 

Since the meeting there had been other correspondence relating to war memorial. It was 
noted that there was a lack of clarity on roles and responsibilities. It was agreed that a 
representative would attend a booked training course on Parish Councils’ responsibilities on 
closed churchyards. Following this the Council would consider further training and/or 
employing specialists to topple test gravestones. 

Church clock. The annual inspection and service had been paid by the council. It was 
confirmed that the church would need to cover any additional costs associated with the bells- 
which had delayed the one clock face being connected. Clerk to liaise with church warden. 

d) Village Hall matters 
i. The closure of Ardleigh Pre-School was noted after many years at the Village Hall.  This 

would leave a gap in income and a loss of childcare provision in Ardleigh. Future daytime 
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use of the hall and next steps would need to be considered by a Village Hall Trustee 
meeting. The Village Hall had been advised to wait for legal closure (including Charity 
Commission) and then to advertise any opportunity. There would be continued liaison 
with Essex County Council and with the Village Halls team at Essex Rural Community 
Council. 

ii. Village Hall roof- A quote had been circulated.  The roof was not currently leaking but 
repairs would be required, in due course, and this could present an opportunity to fit 
solar panels if funding were available. It was noted that proposed summer work by 
volunteer organisation did not materialise. This would be considered at a Trustee 
meeting. 

e) Other Amenities and Open Spaces issues 
i. Updates on purchase of land designated at protected Local Green Space at Harwich Road, 

Colchester. This was in the hands of solicitors. Section 106 funding had not yet been 
confirmed. 

f) Biodiversity issues and updates- not discussed. 
25.117 Parish Council Governance and related items 

 To consider and agree updated policy documents: 
a) Financial Regulations- proposed updates with some questions as to authorisation limits were 

circulated.  Councillors agreed to changes to the model regulations based on current practice 
and updating spending limits and other changes to allow for smooth running of the Council. 
Reference to the internal checks procedures would be incorporated into the Financial 
Regulations. An updated version would be brought to the October meeting. 

All governance documents available at https://ardleigh.website/formal-documents.  
25.118 Parish Council Finance 

 a) The following bills for payment were approved including payments made using delegated 
authority during August. Salaries included national pay award and back pay in August. 
 
August payments 

Cottage Landscapes £528.00 
European Administration ltd  £1,080.00 
Ellisons  £1,893.16 
National Allotment Society £85.00 
Adobe  £19.97 
Superfine fencing/Evan Weindling £128.00 
Ardleigh Village Hall £22.50 
Great Oaktree Land Services £594.00 
Cottage Landscapes £528.00 
Salaries x3- including pensions, national insurance £5342.62 

 
September payments 

Go Daddy (reimburse Clerk)  £330.24 
N power £212.33 
Deputy Clerk expenses £9.56 
TDALC membership £20.00 
Cottage Landscapes £528.00 
SLCC enterprises £36.00 
Adobe  £19.97 
PKF Littlejohn £504.00 
Ellisons Solicitors £907.60 
Jill Hamblin £50.35 
Clerk expenses £45.94 

https://ardleigh.website/formal-documents
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A&J lighting solutions £577.50 
Great Oaktree Land Services £618.00 
DM payroll Services ltd £111.60 
Salaries x3- including pensions, national insurance £4757.27 

 
b) Internal Audit report. Cllrs Waters and Barrott had met with the Clerk following which 

comments on the recommendations from the internal audit report were circulated.  The 
following changes were agreed. 
• Council to apply for a debit or pre-payment card for the Clerk so that personal bank 

account was not used for payments such as website renewal where a debit/ credit card 
was the only accepted payment method. 

• Cemetery management. Change with immediate effect that all correspondence either to 
go though the Cemetery inbox or be copied into it. 

• Chair’s allowance. Agreed to reclaim actual expenses rather than put fixed allowances 
through payroll with immediate effect. Arrangements for all councillor allowances to be 
reviewed in due course. 

It was noted that there was increased encouragement to move to .gov accounts for all council 
communications.  This was already in place for the Council itself and for some councillors. There 
would be further consideration of the requirements of the new Assertion 10 on the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Statement before the end of the financial year.  
Other recommendations would be considered as policies were updated. 
c) The appointment of Helen Symmons as Internal Auditor for 2025-26 was confirmed. 
a) Notice of Conclusion of Audit- The Council noted the completion of the review of the Annual 

Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) for Ardleigh Parish Council for the year ended 31 
March 2025. The External Auditors found the information in accordance with Proper 
Practices and no other matters came to their attention. The requirements for publication and 
rights of inspection were noted- see website https://ardleigh.website/annual-audit for all 
relevant documents.  

25.119 Future meetings and meeting closure 
 a) The scheduled next meeting would take place on Monday 8 September 2025, 7.30pm, 

Ardleigh Village Hall (with remote link)  
b) Meeting closed 9.53pm. 

 
 
 
 

Signed by Meeting Chair……………………………………………………………..………………on……….…………………………………………. 
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