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1. Purpose
This policy outlines the procedures and responsibilities relating to students who abscond from Beacon Independent School, ensuring a safe and appropriate response that prioritises student welfare and safety.
2. Scope
This policy applies to all students, staff, and visitors of Beacon Independent School. It supports our wider safeguarding and behaviour policies.
3. Definition
Absconding refers to when a student leaves the school premises or a supervised off-site activity without permission or supervision, placing themselves at risk.
4. Aims
· To ensure prompt and effective responses to absconding incidents.
· To safeguard students and staff.
· To minimise the risk of recurrence through support and planning.
5. Risk Assessment
All students have an individual risk assessment and behaviour plan which identifies potential triggers, likelihood of absconding, and agreed strategies for prevention and intervention.
6. Preventative Measures
· Strong relationships with students built on trust and understanding.
· Clear, consistent boundaries and expectations.
· Supervised movement across and beyond the school.
· Secure perimeters and sign-in/out procedures.
· De-escalation strategies and calm rooms where appropriate.

7. Procedures if a Student Absconds
· Immediate Response
· Staff to attempt to follow at a safe distance if possible.
· Contact the school office and designated safeguarding lead (DSL).
· School to contact parents/carers immediately.
· If the student cannot be located quickly, contact the police.
· Search Protocol
· Nearby areas are searched safely by available staff.
· School to monitor phone and social media activity where appropriate.
· School logs times, locations, and actions taken.
· Return to School
· On return, the student is welcomed calmly and taken to a quiet space.
· First aid administered if required.
· A Return to School meeting is held with the DSL and/or Head of School.
· The student’s risk assessment and behaviour plan are reviewed.
8. Post-Incident Review
· Staff debrief.
· Student reflection session supported by a familiar adult.
· Parent/carer meeting if necessary.
· Safeguarding team reviews any concerns and decides if further action is needed.
9. Recording and Monitoring
All absconding incidents are recorded in the school’s incident reporting system and monitored regularly by SLT to identify patterns or causes.
10. Roles and Responsibilities
· Staff: Follow procedures, support students, and report concerns.
· DSL/SLT: Coordinate response, ensure follow-up, and report as required.
· Parents/Carers: Work in partnership with the school to prevent recurrence.
· Students: Encouraged to understand the risks and contribute to their own safety planning.
11. Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or following a significant incident.
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