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SGIP RSSE Eligibility Documenta6on and Qualifica6on 
 
1. log into your SCE account: h4ps://www.sce.com 
 
2. Eligibility 
CARE/FERA/ESA Enrollment Path ( Most Recommended) 

• Documentation: If the household is already enrolled in CARE, FERA, or ESA, simply 
submit proof of that enrollment.  For example, include a copy of a recent utility bill or 
official letter showing active CARE/FERA/ESA status.  The SGIP Handbook explicitly 
requires “proof of eligibility status in … CARE, FERA, or ESA” .  In practice, this means 
providing the utility’s verification of enrollment.  Because these programs already 
perform income checks, the utility’s CARE/FERA/ESA documentation implicitly verifies 
low-income status . (CPUC guidance notes that CARE/FERA customers go through a 
post‐enrollment verification, so ensuring your utility account is current helps the SGIP 
PA confirm your eligibility .) 

• Enrollment :Income Qualified Program 

 

 

Income-Based Eligibility Path (If CARE/FERA/ESA Enrollment not applicable) 

• Documentation: If qualifying by income alone (not via a program), provide proof of 
household income ≤80% of the local Area Median Income (AMI).  Specifically, submit 
the applicant’s most recent federal income tax return.  The SGIP Handbook states 
applicants must give “documentation showing the Host Customer’s household income is 
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80% of the area median income or less based on the most recently available federal 
income tax documentation” .  In practice, this means attaching a copy of the latest IRS 
Form 1040 for the host customer .  One year’s return is usually sufficient – the rule says 
“the customer’s most recent 1040 form should be provided” .  If the customer did not file 
a 1040 for that year, the SGIP administrator will allow an alternative proof (for example, 
a W-2 or 1099 statement, social security award letter, etc.) .  Be sure the tax return (or 
alternative documents) clearly show the total household income; this establishes the 
≤80% AMI threshold for your census tract. 

3. Demand Response (DR) Program Enrollment 

• Requirement: All RSSE applicants must enroll in an SGIP-approved demand-response 
program.  In other words, you need to be actively signed up for one of the utilities’ 
qualifying DR plans by the time the incentive is claimed. 

• Approved Programs:  

            SCE offers several DR programs suitable for residential customers:  

1. Smart Energy Program (SEP): Offers bill credits to customers with eligible smart 
thermostats. 

2. Summer Discount Plan (SDP): Allows SCE to cycle off your A/C during peak periods 
in exchange for bill credits. 

3. Power Saver Rewards Program: Provides bill credits for reducing electricity use during 
peak demand times.  
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• How to Enroll: Households enroll directly through their utility.   

 

  



                                                                                                                                                                   

3200 Guasti Road, Ontario, California, 91761 

 

 

4. Confirm Enrollment 

• Confirmation: After enrolling, you should receive a confirmation email or letter from 
SCE. 

• Documentation: Save this confirmation as proof of enrollment, which be required for 
SGIP RSSE incentive applications. 
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7. Program “ on “ 

• Screenshot: Once you have successfully enrolled in your chosen program, it's may take 
several days for SCE to approve or verify, pls pay attention to the email sent by SCE. 
Monitor the setup process closely, and once the program is operational, print the screen 
and send email to us. 
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Eligibility for Tenants 

To qualify for the RSSE incentive as a tenant: 

1. Primary Residence: The installation site must be your primary residence.  
2. Income Qualification: You must meet one of the following income criteria: 

o Have an annual household income no greater than 80% of the Area Median 
Income (AMI). 

o Be enrolled in a qualifying program such as CARE, FERA, or ESA.  
3. Landlord Consent: Obtain written permission from your landlord to install the battery 

storage system. This consent is crucial, as the installation will affect the property they 
own.  

4. Demand Response Enrollment: Enroll in an approved Demand Response (DR) program 
through your utility provider. 

 
 
Steps to Apply 

1. Assess Eligibility: Determine if you meet the income qualifications or are enrolled in a 
qualifying program. 

2. Obtain Landlord Consent: Discuss the project with your landlord and secure written 
approval for the installation. 

3. Select a Qualified Installer: Choose a licensed contractor experienced with SGIP 
projects. They can assist with the application process and system installation. 

4. Enroll in a DR Program: Work with your utility provider to enroll in an approved 
Demand Response program. 

5. Submit Application: With your installer, complete and submit the SGIP application, 
including all required documentation such as proof of income or program enrollment and 
landlord consent. 

 
Addi5onal Considera5ons 

• System Ownership: Clarify with your landlord who will own the installed system and 
how it may affect your lease agreement. 

• Maintenance and Access: Ensure there is a clear understanding of who is responsible for 
system maintenance and how access will be managed. 

• Potential Lease Implications: Discuss any potential changes to your lease terms 
resulting from the installation. 

 
 


