


 

Thursday 28th April 2022 

Gresty Road 

Crewe Alexandra 

1—5 

Tuesday 3rd May 2022 

Pirelli Stadium 

Burton Albion 

1-5 

Wednesday 18th May 2022 

London Road 

Peterborough United 

2-8 

Monday 23rd May 2022 

The New Den 

Millwall 

8-0 

Monday 23rd May 2022 

Brisbane Road 

Leyton Orient 

5-2 

Thursday 14th July 2022 

Moss Rose 

Macclesfield 

4-4 

Saturday 24th September 2022 

Excelsior Stadium 

Aidrieonians 

2-7 

Sunday 25th September 2022 

Rydale Park 

Gretna FC 

8-3 

ForÊtheÊfirstÊofÊourÊ2023ÊTourÊGames.ÊFollowingÊwhat,ÊinÊmyÊeyes,ÊwasÊaÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
fantas cÊsuccessfulÊ2022ÊforÊtheÊgroup. 

Ê9ÊGamesÊatÊallÊnewÊgroundsÊtoÊtheÊpreviousÊFAÊregulars,ÊandÊnearlyÊeveryÊ
gameÊ100%Êa ended.ÊQuiteÊaÊfewÊgoalsÊandÊsomeÊbeingÊrealÊcontendersÊifÊweÊ

hadÊaÊ’GoalÊofÊtheÊSeasonÊcompe on,ÊandÊsomeÊnotÊquite! 

ThanksÊtoÊeveryoneÊwhoÊa endedÊandÊtookÊpart,Êhere’sÊalreadyÊlookingÊfor-
wardÊtoÊallÊourÊotherÊventuresÊforÊ2023,ÊalreadyÊconfirmedÊWalsallÊandÊÊÊÊÊÊ

PlymouthÊArgyle. 

OnceÊAgainÊIÊhopeÊallÊtheÊplayers,ÊofficialsÊandÊsupportersÊenjoyÊtheÊgameÊasÊ
muchÊasÊtheyÊhaveÊinÊallÊourÊpreviousÊevents. 

BeingÊonlyÊformedÊinÊ1999,ÊDorkingÊareÊprobablyÊtheÊnewestÊclubÊwe’veÊvisited. 

ThatÊalsoÊgoesÊforÊtheÊNewÊMeadowbankÊStadiumÊopenedÊinÊ2018ÊonÊtheÊsiteÊofÊtheÊformer,Ê
nowÊdisbandedÊDorkingÊFC,ÊwhoÊhadÊplayedÊonÊtheÊsiteÊsinceÊ1953,ÊholdingÊ3,000Êspectators. 

ThisÊisÊtheÊWanderersÊfirstÊseasonÊinÊtheÊNa onalÊLeagueÊhavingÊsecuredÊpromo onÊinÊaÊÊ3-2Ê
winÊoverÊEbbsfleetÊinÊtheÊNa onalÊLeagueÊSouthÊPlay-offÊFinalÊlastÊseason. 

ThatÊgameÊalsoÊsawÊÊtheÊrecordÊa endanceÊatÊMeadowbankÊStadiumÊofÊ3,000Ê. 

MeadowbankÊStadiumÊisÊalsoÊtheÊhomeÊofÊtheÊSurreyÊFA,ÊwhoÊuseÊtheÊvenueÊforÊallÊtheirÊÊÊÊ
trainingÊcoursesÊandÊlectures,ÊandÊwho,ÊkindlyÊ,ÊhaveÊletÊusÊhaveÊuseÊofÊtheÊStadiumÊtoday. 

ThisÊseason,ÊlosingÊtoÊEastliegh,ÊandÊLastÊseason,ÊlosingÊtoÊHayesÊandÊYeading,ÊhasÊseenÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
Dorking’sÊbestÊtwoÊseasonsÊprogressÊinÊtheÊFAÊCupÊ(4thÊQualifyingÊRound). 

ToÊsayÊthatÊtheÊWanderersÊhaveÊhasÊaÊsuccessfulÊfewÊyearsÊinÊanÊunderstatement.ÊInÊ2017-18Ê
theyÊwonÊtheÊIsthmianÊLeagueÊDivisionÊ2ÊSouth,ÊtheÊfollowingÊseasonÊ2018-19ÊtheÊIsthmianÊ
PremierÊDivision.ÊTheÊfollowingÊtwoÊseasonsÊwereÊdisruptedÊbyÊtheÊCovidÊPandemic,ÊtheÊfirstÊ
curtailedÊearlyÊwithÊoneÊoffÊNa onalÊLeagueÊSouthÊPlayÊoffÊdefeatÊÊtoÊWorthing,ÊtheÊfollowingÊ
seasonÊdeclaredÊ‘nullÊandÊVoid’ÊwithÊDorkingÊsi ngÊtop,ÊthenÊtheirÊpromo onÊfinallyÊÊinÊMay. 



Tonight sees the inaugural outing of our fantastic new set of kits, arranged, 
personalised and being delivered with ‘forever’ squad numbers by our own 
Jon Dixon, who has done a fantastic job with the whole project—that’ll 
teach him to volunteer after a few drinks in the hotel bar in Scotland! Well 
Done Jon, absolutely brilliant project and we can’t wait to see the outcome 
tonight. Here is the story of how this developed and was completed by Jon, 
in hos own words: 

The Story of the Kit  

It all started on the second Scotland Tour in the bar. Between us we 
had countless shirts from clubs up and down the land 
but when talking about it, it kind of made sense that 
we should have a Football Aid Veterans kit. I men-
tioned that I had a mate who worked for Puma that 
might be able to get us a deal, and so when we got 
back from Scotland, the question was put to the 
group Whatsapp and responses were positive. In the 
end, we had 32 players that wanted a kit. They were 
asked for their sizes and 3 choices of squad number 
(more of that later). When all 
the sizes came back, it was a 

case of creating a master spreadsheet and 
then matching our overall requirement to what 
was available on the Puma website. There 
were some lovely kits that unfortunately didn’t 
have the sizes we needed so we had to pass 
on those, but in the end we managed to get 2 
great full kits for just £46 per player.   
 

On to the squad numbers…I thought that by asking 
for 3 preferred numbers per player, everyone would 
stand a fighting chance of getting a number they 
wanted, and thankfully it turned out that way. It was 
first come, first served, but most people got their 
first or second choice numbers, so everyone should 
be happy.   
 
The final thing was to get the shirts printed with 
names and numbers and of course the FA Veterans 

badge, which was slightly adapted from the original creation.  
 

Con nued on Page 6 

Con nued from Page 3 

I contacted several shirt printers mainly to be told either that lead 
times were 7-8 weeks, or they would only print on 
shirts that were purchased from them. As I wanted 
to get everything finished for tonight’s game, I 
couldn’t risk a 2 month lead time, but one of the 
printers based near to me recommended a guy who 

used to work for them who had 
set up his own company – 
Wayne at Pryor Prints. I made 
contact with him via Facebook 
and within hours he had responded with costs 
and mock ups of both kits printed up. The 
master spreadsheet was sent to Wayne detail-
ing each name and number and the relevant 

size of shirt. One thing that I had noticed on his Facebook page 
was that he also printed stickers, so I had the idea to have every-
one’s name and squad number, together with the team badge, 
printed on a sticker that was placed on a bag containing each play-
er’s kit – I hope you like that little touch.  
 
Puma delivered the 192 pieces of kit within 2 
weeks of placing the order. The kits were with 
Pryor Prints a week later, and Wayne turned the 
printing around in 7 days, meaning the whole 
process took under a month.  
 
It was then a case of sorting out each player’s 2 
shirts, shorts and socks (3 for Rich and Adam) and packaging eve-
rything up ready for tonight’s game.   

 
I hope you enjoy the kit (wash it inside out and at 
no more than 40 degrees to prolong the life of the 
printing!) and I’m sure it’ll make for some great 
photos in the future.   
 

Question is – do we want personalised jackets for 
arriving to games in??   

Jon Dixon, October 2022 




