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A newsletter for the artists and writers of the Billings Arts 
Association to share our creativity and inspiration.

Billings Arts Association is 
a regional 501(c)3 
organization which 
encourages participation 
and appreciation of the 
visual arts and supports art 
education with art material  
grants.   

Member benefits include 
art exhibits, membership 
meetings, networking, 
workshops, demos, 
volunteer opportunities,  
BAA newsletter “Images” 
and BAA website.

Local discounts for framing 
and art supplies as shown 
on the members' only page 
of our website: https://
billingsartsassociation.com/
   

MISSION
STATEMENT

and 
MEMBER
BENEFITS

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
I think the last time I wrote the 
Director’s Statement I was looking out 
my window at a snowstorm. Today the 
sun is shining, and the temperatures 
will be in the mid to upper sixties. How 
quickly things change. One change that 
took me by surprise is the resurgence 
of art after the pandemic. We all owe a 
debt of gratitude to Elizabeth and the 
previous BAA Board for navigating us 
through those difficult times. The 
excitement we are seeing today is 
because they never let the organization 
wither, they always looked to the future. 

  
I’m constantly amazed by the talent of artists in our community. It seems 
that every day I hear a new name and see a work of art by an artist I’d 
not heard of before. As we navigate Spring in Montana, we are starting 
to see art opportunities blooming all around us. Ev will highlight some of 
those in this newsletter, and if there are any that we might have missed 
please let us know. There are a couple of new ones that just sprouted 
over the last few days, and we’ll update those in the next few days. This 
is a great time of year, and an exciting time to be an artist or art 
enthusiast. We hope you get involved in many of these opportunities. 
  
We are always looking for help. You can check out our website to see 
open Board and Chair positions, but we are always looking for 
volunteers and fresh ideas. We had 4 guests at our last board meeting, 
and the input we got from them was refreshing and extremely helpful. 
  
As we leave the lonely confines of winter, social connections are 
important, and fuel both our well-being and our creativity. 
  
Create! 
  
John 
  

https://billingsartsassociation.com/
https://billingsartsassociation.com/
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 BAA ANNUAL MEETING AND PICNIC

BAA Annual Membership Meeting and Picnic 

June 17, 2023   Noon – 2 

Veteran’s Park Shelter (Poly & 13th) 

• Summer Fun & Art Camaraderie  

• Voting on officers for the coming year  

• Updates on new events and venues 

• Door prizes 

Sign up and pay for your meal by mailing your check to P.O. Box 81273, Billings, MT 
59108 or by PalPal / credit card on our website (www.billingsartsassociation.com ) by 
JUNE 1.   BAA will furnish bottled water but feel free to bring a beverage of your choice.   

            LUNCH CHOICES

Box lunches from Jimmy John’s   (Circle one) All choices $8.00 

Little John Combo (6” Sandwich with lettuce & tomato and chips; condiments 
to add)     

               

Roast Beef         Turkey          OR                          Vegetarian Salad 

Name     phone#                      email address 

____________________      ________________    __________________ 

http://www.billingsartsassociation.com
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DanWalt Gardens Mother’s Day Exhibit

BAA will be showing art and making art at DanWalt Gardens’ Opening Day on 
Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 14, 2023, from 10 am to 3 pm.  Dan Walt Gardens is 
such a lovely place to paint and display art.  The event is open to the public for $10 with 
children under 8 free. BAA artists are comped for participating in the show.  Dan Walt 
Gardens will serve cheesecake.

John Kennedy, Clint Lunde, and Elizabeth Waddington will be promoting via Community 7 
taping on May 5th (shown in the week before the event) It will also be advertised through the 
BAA and DanWalt social media accounts on FB and Instagram.

May 14th Set up begins at 9:30. Please park in the lot in back (off King Ave) and enter through 
the gate.  Your table is 6 ft by 2 ft and your work should fit on the surface without restricting 
traffic. We encourage you to have your own method of payment but will have the BAA PayPal 
for processing credit cards if you do not.

BAA will be sponsoring a show and exhibit at McCormick’s during the month of August and 
September, 2023.  The show is limited to 20 artists due to hanging system.  Each artist may submit 
two pieces.  There will be no commission charged by McCormick’s.  Please obtain an entry form 
and labels from Elizabeth Waddington at waddingtone@gmail.com.  You must be a paid up 
member of BAA to show.

Please bring your art to McCormick’s between 1 - 2 PM on Thursday, July 27, 2023
Please pick up your art between 1 - 2 PM on Thursday, August 31, 2023. 

McCORMICK’S CAFE EXHIBIT 
AUGUST and SEPTEMBER, 2023

2419 Montana Avenue
Billings, MT 

McCormick’s Cafe Exhibit

Mother’s Day Exhibit

DanWalt Gardens 

720 Washington St. 
Billings, MT 59101 

mailto:waddingtone@gmail.com
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The Journal Project 
  
BAA has started sending a landscape watercolor journal out on a journey of BAA Artists. The idea is to 
capture a little bit of your creativity, but also to learn a little bit more about our artists; what and why they 
create. Once an artist has completed a spread (two facing pages), they will pass it along to another 
BAA artist. At the end of the project we hope to have a full journal that we can share online. Just 
another way to learn more about each other, what makes us tick. Think of it as a visual memoir of two 
pages. 

BAA NEWS

THANK YOU TO SANDY RAYMOND

A big THANK YOU to Sandy Raymond for being BAA 
Treasurer and for stepping up for a two-year stint in this 
vital position and for advocating for online transactions 
when applicable.  She did a great job that we all appreciate.  

Billings Arts Association at the June 2nd ArtWalk 

Billings Pollinator group has asked the Billings Arts Association to join them for the 
June ArtWalk on June 2nd, 5pm-9pm. We will be in the 29th St. Alley (the alley 
between the Hedden-Empire building and the Park 3 garage) where we will share 
works from the Billings Arts Association and the Pollinator Group will have 
information about the upcoming pollinators week.  

BAA can host 4-5 artists, and the art should be mostly related to pollination (bees, 
flowers, bats, birds, etc.). This is an exciting opportunity with lots of traffic, so let us 
know if you are interested. There will soon be a sign up on our website, but don't 
hesitate to shoot Elizabeth Waddington or John Kennedy an email indicating your 
interest.

The Pollinator Fair  
The Pollinator Group is still having their Pollinator Fair behind St Andrews Church, 
180 24th St W, Billings, this year on Saturday, June 24. Please let us know if you are 
interested in showing, selling, demonstrating, or hosting a kids make and take table at 
this event,
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 OFFICER AND VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

GREAT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
New board positions are Assistant Director (Elizabeth would like to step down 
to Secretary).  BAA also needs Art Show Chair, Grant Chair and Website 
Chair. 

Marion Hedge was co-chair of the Gainan’s Show last year and is willing to be 
co-chair again this year.  BAA needs a volunteer to co-chair with Marion for the 
September 14, 15, and 16, 2023, Gainan’s Show.  Also please consider being a 
committee member as this is our biggest show of the year.  

Ev Bergeron has been the Editor of the Images Newsletter since August of 
2014 (almost ten years) and has loved doing this job but would like to give 
someone else a chance to be editor.  She uses Pages on an Apple computer 
but you can use whatever format or media program you wish. 

If you are interested, please contact John Kennedy at 
kennedymontana@yahoo.com or Elizabeth Waddington at  
waddingtone@gmail.com

Brandi McArthur has volunteered to be our new Social Media and Public 
Relations Chair.  

Marion Hedge is our acting interim Treasurer pending election.

Phil Bell is a candidate for Member at Large position pending election.  A 
Member at Large is an officer whose duties and responsibilities are not fixed 
but vary according to the needs of the association and as directed by other 
board members.  

mailto:kennedymontana@yahoo.com
mailto:waddingtone@gmail.com
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ARTSHOP 
ArtShop is an artists’ coffee held on the third Saturday of every month.  
Please bring your artwork or just come to be inspired.  

BAA will be meeting in the Murdoch Room at Yellowstone Art Museum, 
401 N 27th St, Billings, MT on May 20, July 15, August 19, October 21, 

and November 18, 2023, at 10:15 am.  Please bring your own coffee.  

YAM is a 
wonderful 
venue for BAA’s 
ArtShops

Dave Omen
shows his 
native art.

DonDen
Harmala’s
dynamic
Painting

Dawn Sherseth gave a presentation on 
wood carving at the March Art Shop.  

Kathleen 
O’Leary 
tapestry
Painting
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Urban Sketchers Symposium held at the YAM on March 18, 2023

The Urban Sketching Symposium at the Yellowstone Art Museum was a wonderful collaboration of 
artists coming together to learn about art and sketching and the joy of creating.  The most often 
response was “very inspiring.”  The combination of kid’s projects, pop-up art show, on-site art shops 
to buy supplies, numerous instructional classes on urban sketching, perspective drawing, journaling 
your thoughts and ideas, travel journaling, nature and garden journaling culminated in an 
inspirational sketching symposium.  Thank you to Crooked Line Studio and Arts’ Paper and 
Paint for selling art supplies. 

URBAN SKETCHERS SYMPOSIUM

John Kennedy 
teaches the joy of 
urban sketching.

Collaborative Art by 
all participants of 

symposium

Betina Johnson’s art Dan Granger Ev Bergeron and Elizabeth
Waddington 

Julie Durrett,  
Crooked Line 
Studios

Sara 
Creeden, Arts’ 
Paper and 
Paint
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BAA SMALL GROUP MEETINGS 
We all agreed that the real goal of these small meetings is building community, getting together with other artists for 
inspiration, and making art. Art can be a solo experience, and the chance to sit in the room with a bunch of creatives 
while we make art is rather compelling. 

OPEN ART 
Crooked Line Studios 
Fridays 10am to Noon 
No charge for BAA members  

CARVING 
Billings Community Center  
360 N 23rd St, Billings, MT 59101 
Wednesdays 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm (2:30 if our hands get tired) 
This group meets in the back room, just bring your tools, a hunk of wood (they have some there if you forget), a few 
Band-Aids, and sit with us and carve.  No charge  

DRAWING 
Figure Drawing (live model, unclothed) 
MSUB Fine Arts Building (off Homer Ave) 
Thursday nights 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
Bring your own supplies (they have easels) 
$5.00 fee to pay for the model (bring cash) 
This is NOT hosted by BAA so you need to get on Joe's text message list to get notifications of cancellations or 
schedule changes  
  
Urban Sketchers  
You can follow on facebook @urbansketchersbillings to see meet up dates, or you can send me an email 
at jkennedymontana@yahoo.com and I'll add you to my email list. There is no set schedule, but in the winter months 
we try to get out every couple of weeks (coffee shops or indoor spaces) and in the better weather we try to get out 
every week (outside). 

BAA MEMBERSHIP DUES

Dues are due in April!  

April is our annual membership renewal drive and it does two things:


1.       Replenishes the coffers (we do award grants for arts education initiatives)

2.       Keeps our membership list current with artists who want to be active in the group.


Mail your check to BAA, P.O. Box 81273, Billings, MT  59108

Or use PayPal/Credit Card on BAA’s website


$25 single / $30 household / $20 student


Your prompt payment is appreciated. Remember that you must be a current (paid up) 
member in order to participate in shows.


mailto:jkennedymontana@yahoo.com
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 BAA PLEIN AIR SCHEDULE

YEAH!! PLEIN AIR - IT IS SO MUCH FUN TO PAINT OUTDOORS!! 

BAA  Artists will be painting from  9 am to noon on the following dates.  JOIN THE FUN. 

     May 9 - Joel's Pond @ Shiloh Crossing   
1101 Shiloh Crossing Blvd, Billings, MT 59102, USA   
Park on South side of Scheel's building. Pond, marsh grasses, sky; benches and  one covered picnic 
kiosk with table. Osprey nest in distance as well as Rims in  even more distance.   

May 23 - Montana Audubon Center   
7026 S Billings Blvd, Billings, MT 59101, USA   
Ponds, birds, view of south hills. Come record the landscape or bring an art  project to work on. 
Outhouses on site.   

June 13 - Lake Elmo State Park   
219 Rolling Hills Dr, Billings, MT 59105, USA   
Lake, fishing dock, trail, restrooms. No fee with your MT license plate.   

June 27 - The Windmill & Bar 51   
3429 N Transtech Way, Billings, MT 59102, USA   
Pond with asphalt walking path; shade, Russian Olive trees, usually ducks.   

July 11 - Shiloh ConservaIon Area   
1132 Shiloh Rd, Billings, MT 59102, USA   
Exit off the roundabout closest to Scheel's (looks like you will end up at the gravel  plant) . Many paved 
trails through natural grasses and brush. Main feature, pond  with one moderate shelter from weather.  

July 25 - Riverfront Park, South Billings Blvd (11:30-12:30)   
You could get lost in this vast park, but meet and disperse from the parking lot by  the bridge.   

Aug 8 - Rimrock West Park   
4548 Rangeview Dr, Billings, MT 59106, USA   
at 47th and Rimrock Road. Nice views of the Rims. 

Aug 22 - DanWalt Gardens ($7.50) 
720 Washington Street, Billings, MT 59101, USA 

Sept 12 – (9:30-11:30)  ZooMontana ($10 or $12 depending on age) 
2100 Shiloh Road, Billings 

Sept 26 - Swords Park   
Swords Park Dr, Billings, MT 59105, USA   
Vistas from atop the Rims.   
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GARDEN EVENING SOIREE 

DanWalt Gardens 
720 Washington St. 
Billings, MT 59101 

JULY 26, 2023

5 - 8 PM


BAA is sponsoring a garden evening soiree this year.  There will be an unlimited number 
of artist spaces as we will all be throughout the gardens among the flowers.  On the sign-
up page of the BAA website you can indicate your preference of area (Entrance, 
Japanese Garden, koi pond, gazebo, etc.) Only those with health issues will be inside the 
pavilion. No fee to enter.   To set this apart from our May event, Clint and Suri are adding 
the food and drinks component to the event.  Music will also be provided.  BAA steps up 
our game by not only adding our artwork but maybe a touch of magic with some twinkle 
lights or tulle swags or, I don't know, maybe butterfly wings. Let's have a party in the 
gardens! 

Tables can be provided but linens will be a $15 fee for laundry service (paid by the artist).  We 
encourage you to provide your own table and method of payment though we will have the BAA 
PayPal account available. If you would like to purchase your own "festival" gear (as member 
Shirley Shirley calls these pop-up events) we have sources on the members-only page of the 
website. Folding tables, Easy-up canopies, and even table coverings are listed. 

Build your professional presentation at shows 

Elizabeth will provide at cost (she is not lining her pocket on this) custom cloth 
table coverings. White and Black are always available and colors are generally in 
stock but may have to be shipped.  The interlock knit fabric is serged and hemmed 
to provide years of wrinkle and fray-free use. Fabric content is polyester and cotton 
blend with % of each varying depending on color. The fabric has a slight linen 
texture, again varying by color.   90" x 55" cloth (to cover a 6' x 2' table) will 
generally run about $30.00, Card table size will be $25  (allows for some draping). 
Please allow at least two weeks.  
Colors available: 

BAA news
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BAA NEWS 

URBAN 
SKETCHING 

You can find more information 
about Urban Sketching and see 
some examples on Facebook 
at @UrbanSketchersBillings.  John 
Kennedy is managing their 
Facebook page and you can 
message John on Facebook or call 
him at 406 366-9444.  

Urban Sketchers have a great group 
in Billings.  Join the Fun.

IMAGES ART GRANTS 

The Billings Arts Association Images Art Grant 
encourages and supports art education in our 
community. We know how art and art 
appreciation has shaped our lives, we hope 
we can do a small part to help shape the lives 
of others.  

The BAA Board has approved giving a grant to 
an artist who wishes to further their art 
career.  We will sponsor a partial scholarship 
for a MAP (Montana Artrepreneur Program 
participant. The Board voted to fund a $500 
scholarship (it costs $500 to join the training 
program and there are additional expenses 
the participant will need to cover for travel 
and weekend cadre meet-ups). We want to 
encourage artists who want to make a career 
of creating. 

If you are interested in pursuing the MAP 
program or know of someone who would be a 
good candidate, the Art Grant Application and 
Guidelines are under “Images Art Grant” on 
BAA’s website 
www.billingsartsassociation.com. 

If you know of any art educators who 
are in need of art supplies for their 
classes, please refer them to our 
website or give them an Art Grant 
Application.The Board voted to 
approve giving $500 grants to art 
educators.
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Sandstone Gallery
2913 2nd Avenue N. 59101

256-5837 

The BAA has space at Sandstone Art 
Gallery where members can sign up to 
exhibit for a two-month period at a cost of 
$50. Ev Bergeron is the Sandstone 
Coordinator.  If you have any questions or 
want to be on the 2024 list, her email is 
evbergeron@gmail.com.   

A Community of Artists:
If you'd like to work with other artists, Crooked Line 
Studio has two opportunities for you to "meet up" 
with artists:  Monday from 5:30 - 8 pm and Friday 
mornings from 10 am - noon.  There is no cost to 
BAA members.

A group of BAA members have been meeting on 
Friday mornings.  Bring your own art supplies and 
projects. 

A SAMPLE OF CROOKED LINE’S ART CLASSES
Check their website for cost and to sign up ( https://
crookedlinestudio.square.site/ )  

WEDNESDAY MAY 10TH 
Studio Open 11-6pm

After School Art for Kids! 2:45-4:45pm

Watercolor Wednesday w. Dan Granger  5:30-8pm

Mom's Garden w. Teresa Brown 6-8:30pm 


THURSDAY MAY 11TH 
Studio Open 11-6pm

Mixed Media Meet Up  6-8:30pm

Painting 102 w. Carolyn Thayer 6-8:30pm


FRIDAY MAY 12TH 
Studio Open 11-6pm

Open Art! 10am-Noon 

Open Oil 1-4pm

Friday Painters w. Carolyn Thayer 1-3:30pm

Sketchbook Your Life w. John Kennedy 6-8pm


SATURDAY MAY 13TH 
Studio Open 11-6pm  


MONDAY MAY 15TH 
Open Art! 6-8:30pm

Painting 101 w. Carolyn Thayer 6-8:30pm

Poppy Fields w. Teresa Brown 3-5:30pm


TUESDAY MAY 16TH 
Studio Open 11-6pm

Colored Pencil Pet Portraits w. Ceilon Aspensen 6-8:30pm 


WEDNESDAY MAY 17TH 
Studio Open 11-6pm

After School Art for Kids! 2:45-4:45pm

Watercolor Wednesday w. Dan Granger  5:30-8pm 

Creature Design Course w. Moriah Kesinger 6-8:30pm


BAA EXHIBITING ARTISTS FOR 2023 

APRIL-MAY 
Joey Kiernan

Carolyn Kennedy

JUNE-JULY

John Kennedy

Dorene Amber

AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 
Patricia Mutch

Marion Hedge

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 
Patti Gordon

Emilie Huber


CROOKED 
LINE 
STUDIO

IMPORTANT:  If you cannot exhibit 
during the months you signed up, please 
let Ev know ASAP.  

https://crookedlinestudio.square.site/
https://crookedlinestudio.square.site/
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MAY 

May 14         10 AM- 3 PM           Mother's Day Show 
      DanWalt Gardens   
      720 Washington Street, Billings, MT 

May 20   10:15 AM  ArtShop 
      Yellowstone Art Museum, Murdock Room 
      401 N 27th St, Billings, MT 

JUNE 

June 2   5 -9 PM   ArtWalk, Pollinator Fair 
      29th St. Alley, Billings, MT 

June 17  Noon- 2 PM  ANNUAL MEETING AND PICNIC 
      Veteran’s Park, 13th and Poly, Billings, MT 

June 24  TBA   Pollinator Fair in Garden behind the church 
      St. Andrew’s Church, 180 24th St W, Billings, MT 59102  
     

JULY 

July 15   10:15 AM  ArtShop 
      Yellowstone Art Museum, Murdock Room 
      401 N 27th St, Billings, MT 

July 20   3 PM   BAA Board Meeting 
      Mazevo, 819 Grand Ave., Billings, MT 

July 27   1-2PM   Artwork drop off  art at McCormick’s Cafe 

AUGUST 

August 3  1 PM - 2 PM  McCormick Exhibit - Bring Artwork 
      2419 Montana Ave., Billings, MT 

August 19  10:15 AM  ArtShop 
      Yellowstone Art Museum, Murdock Room 
      401 N 27th St, Billings, MT 

SEPTEMBER 

September 14  Noon - 2 PM  Deliver and Display Art for Gainan’s Exhibit 

September 15-16 10 AM - 4 PM  BAA Annual Exhibit 
      Gainan’s Heights 

September 27  1-2 PM   Pick up Art from McCormick’s Cafe 

OCTOBER 

October 19  3 PM   BAA Board Meeting 
      Mazevo, 819 Grand Ave., Billings, MT 

October 21  10:15 AM  ArtShop 
      Yellowstone Art Museum, Murdock Room 
      401 N 27th St, Billings, MT 

2022-2023 BAA CALENDAR
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BAA WEBSITE

Visit BAA website to find BAA Artists, 
BAA information, and past and 
current newsletters.  

Contact one of the Board Members 
to add information and to keep your 
artist site up to date at 
bartsassoc@gmail.com.  

BAA Board of Directors and Chairs
Executive Director John Kennedy 406-366-9444 jkennedymontana@yahoo.com
Asst. Director Elizabeth Waddington 406-208-3146 waddingtone@gmail.com
Secretary
Treasurer
Public Relations Chair Brandi McArthur 406-850-6502 BRANDI.blissdesigns@gmail.com
Images Grant Chair
Art Shop Chair Lisa Carnicom 406-534-3672 lisa.carnicom@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor Ev Bergeron 406-208-0411 evbergeron@gmail.com
Sandstone Chair Ev Bergeron 406-208-0411 evbergeron@gmail.com

Executive Board meets quarterly on the 3rd Thursday of the month
January 19, April 20, July 20, October 19, 2023

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO BOARD MEETINGS.

Please enroll me as a member of the  
BILLINGS ARTS ASSOCIATION 

NAME  ______________________________________ 

ADDRESS ____________________________________ 

CITY _____________STATE _______ZIP ____________ 

TELEPHONE __________________________________ 

EMAIL _____________________________________ 

WEBSITE ____________ _______________________ 

__ Individual Membership $25

__ Family Membership $30

__ Student Membership $20

__ Web Page Hyperlink Link $0

__ Member Artist Page $10

__ Member Name Tag $15


Billings Arts Association 
P. O. Box 81273 

Billings, Montana 59108 

ANNUAL DUES  
Annual dues are now due April 30 of 
each year.  Please pay online at BAA’s 
website or send your dues by April 30 
to:  

BAA Treasurer, 
P. O. Box 81273,  

Billings, MT 59108.   

Dues: Individual  $25 - Family $30 - 
Student $20 per year. 

*If your email changes PLEASE let 
Treasurer know your NEW one to keep 
the membership list up to date.

MEMBERSHIP FORM

mailto:bartsassoc@gmail.com
mailto:waddingtone@gmail.com
mailto:BRANDI.blissdesigns@gmail.com
mailto:evbergeron@gmail.com
mailto:evbergeron@gmail.com

