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Tips if You're Selling

Your Home in the Winter

Selling your home in the colder months can
feel tricky, but winter actually brings unique
advantages. Fewer listings mean motivated
buyers have fewer options, and your property
can truly stand out. Here are some tips on
turning chilly weather into a warm selling
opportunity.

Maximize curb appeal. Snow or no snow,
first impressions matter. Keep walkways
clear, salt any icy areas and trim dead
branches or leftover fall debris. If you have
outdoor lighting, use it to brighten the
pathways and highlight your entryway, as
shorter days mean buyers may be arriving
after dark.

Lean into cozy comfort. Inside the home,
warm temperatures, soft lighting and subtle
seasonal scents help buyers imagine
themselves settling in. If you have a fireplace,
showcase it. Consider layering throws,
arranging comfortable seating and ensuring
windows are spotless to maximize natural
winter light.

Make sure all maintenance is tip-top. Good
maintenance is especially important this time
of year, whether you’re selling or not. Drafts,
fogged windows or heating that struggles to
keep up can raise concerns quickly. Before
listing, service your heating system, seal any
gaps around doors and windows and address
any lingering repairs.

Tidiness is tantamount. Be sure to keep
everything clean and clutter free. Winter
boots and coats can multiply fast at this time
of year, so create a neat entry space and hang
any winter clothing out of the way. Fresh
rugs, clean floors and organized storage areas
will go a long way toward improving your
home’s appearance.

If you’re looking to sell this winter, call or
email me today for more tips on making your
home really stand out.
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The Walking Tool for Tuning Up
Your Creative Senses

We’re often told that if we’re feeling uninspired or at a creative dead end, the
simple act of taking a walk can help get the juices going again. But what if your
mind just can’t escape the mundane patterns even during your walk or the
scenery around your local block seems just as uninspiring as the four walls of the
room you just got out of?

Enter Street Wisdom, the brainchild of entrepreneur, author, speaker and
corporate leader David Pearl. It’s an initiative designed to bring an extra level of
inspiration to those mind-clearing jaunts outside through a number of practices
that help you heighten your awareness of what’s going on around you, become
more in touch with your senses and coax out those moments of inspiration and
new ideas a walk can generate.

Exercises include prompts such as examining your surroundings and making a
mental note of things that particularly attract you as well as those that don’t or
trying to find something beautiful in every single thing you see, even those things
that at first glance seem objectively unattractive in every way.

It’s completely free and is delivered through podcasts, or “tune-ups” in Street
Wisdom lingo, that the listener can take on their walk with them. They have also
hosted live walking events around the globe so that people searching for
inspiration can find those creative sparks communally, and Pearl has released a
book for would-be wanderers. They’re excellent tools for creative soul-searching.

Famous quotes on dreams

I have dreams and I have nightmares. I overcame the
nightmares because of my dreams.
Jonas Salk

Leap of imagination or dreaming is needed, not to lose the
excitement of possibilities. You can also call dreaming a form
of planning.

Gloria Steinem

You are never too old to set another goal, or to dream a new
dream.
C.S. Lewis

Power isn't determined by your size, but the size of your heart
and dreams.
Eiichiro Oda




Want to Take Up Photography?
Here's a Beginner's Guide

Taking up a new hobby is an excellent New Year’s resolution, and with
everyone having a camera at their fingertips these days, you might have an
itch to try properly taking up photography. Becoming a good photographer is
more than just point and shoot, though. It’s all about composition, framing and
understanding space. Here are three top tips for getting started.

Get to grips with the rule of thirds.

This rule is a staple of good photography in which you split the image up into
nine imaginary boxes, all equally spaced across the frame, using two
horizontal and two vertical lines. Placing the subjects of the photo in the cross
sections with background elements such as sky or sea aligned with the lines
helps to create the best possible framing for your picture.

Make use of empty space.

If the subject of your photo is in an interesting or awe-inspiring environment,
the background is going to be important in drawing the viewer to your
photograph. Zooming out and allowing your subject to take up a smaller space
in the picture can bring focus to the beauty of the image and help create a
story as well as taking the pressure off the subject to draw focus.

The frame can be within the picture itself.

While a slightly tricky technique to pull off, sometimes the environment itself
will provide you with a stunning extra frame for your subject within the frame
of the photo. This could be an obvious one like a car window or a doorway, or
it could be beautifully created by objects in the shot, such as gaps in trees in
the foreground or fortuitously placed shapes in the background.

What Is a Preliminary Title Report?

A preliminary title report is at the heart of most real estate transactions and has details
relating to the condition of title for each parcel of real estate. It will verify ownership,

reveal any liens and encumbrances and identify easements. These title search
elements are found in county property records.

Once the information is gathered, it sets forth the conditions for which the title

insurance company will issue a title insurance policy. A preliminary title insurance

report is usually run once a real property sale opens escrow.

The preliminary report will also outline exclusions that would not be covered under
the title insurance policy. The exclusions section of the report is important because it

informs all parties of problems before a sale will close. Unpaid taxes, liens,

unrecorded easements and judgements will be "clouds on the title" that will have to be

resolved prior to change of ownership and before a title insurance policy can be
issued.

Thank you for
your referrals!

I succeed when people like you
refer me to your friends, neighbors

and loved ones. It's the best kind
of feedback I can receive.

So thanks for continuing to pass
this newsletter on to people you
care about.

Creamy Lemon Cabbage
Pasta

A delicious and simple pasta dish packed
full of green goodness!
Serves 4

6 tbsp olive oil

4 large handfuls fresh breadcrumbs
5 garlic cloves, finely chopped

2-3 cups fusilli pasta

1 medium onion, chopped

1 cup white wine

lemon zest

1 cup créme fraiche

1/2 savoy cabbage, thinly sliced

Heat oven to 400F. In bowl, mix half the oil
with breadcrumbs and two garlic cloves
and season well. Spread out on large baking
tray and bake for 8 minutes until crisp and
golden. Remove and set aside. Cook pasta
in large pan until a/ dente. Save pasta water
and set aside.

Pour remaining oil into frying pan, add
onion and garlic, cook for 4 minutes until
golden, add wine and lemon zest. Reduce,
then add créme fraiche. Remove from heat
but keep warm. Add cabbage to pasta water
and cook for 3 minutes. Drain and return to
pan, add creamy sauce to pasta and toss
together. Dish up and top with the crumbs.
Serve.




Planning to Buy This Year? Focus
on These Goals

If you’re hoping to buy a home this year, you may be feeling a mix of
excitement and pressure. Rising costs, competitive markets and everyday
expenses can make the dream feel distant. But with good planning and clear
goals, it’s absolutely achievable. Here are some things to focus on so that
when the right home comes along, you’re ready.

Build a realistic budget. Start by building a budget that reflects not just the
purchase price but the true cost of homeownership. Think about closing
costs, moving expenses, maintenance, insurance and an emergency buffer.
It’s not about restricting yourself; it’s about giving your future self stability
and breathing room.

Have a clear saving strategy. When your income arrives, set up automatic
transfers to a dedicated home fund. Cancel any unnecessary subscriptions,
cut out frivolous spending and consider directing any bonuses solely toward
your goal. Consistency is key here, and even small steady deposits add up
faster than you think.

Keep your credit score in check. Your credit health really matters. Review
your credit report, pay down any debt and avoid taking on new credit if
possible. A stronger score can mean a better rate, leading to thousands saved
over time.

Learn about the market. Follow local listings, talk to your mortgage
advisor early and outline your “must-haves” versus “nice to haves.” This will
help you build a realistic picture of what you can afford or what you may
have to save extra for.

Focus on progress, not perfection. Smart financial choices put you closer to
unlocking the front door of a place to call home, but don’t let it destroy your
mental health in the process. If you make the odd slip-up or have to dip into
your fund in an emergency, don’t dwell on it and just focus on building it
back.

You’re building these savings not just for today but for your future. For more
tips on how to get there financially, call or email me today.

Quick Quiz

For an answer, email me at
br@brettroderman.com or call
404-229-7600.

With three million people in

transit every day, what is the

world’s busiest subway station?

Worth Reading

14 Helpful Tips for New Year
Digital Decluttering

Data Pacific

A fresh year brings a chance to reset
not just our homes but also the spaces
we use most: our digital ones.
Overflowing inboxes, photo libraries
bursting at the seams and apps we
haven’t touched in months can quietly
drain our energy and focus. But with a
little intention, a calmer, clearer
digital world is within reach. These
simple steps from Data Pacific can
help you lighten the load. More:
https://tinyurl.com/worth0126a
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35+ Creative Presentation Ideas &
Tips That Engage

Design Shifu Team

Designshifu.com

This approach is designed for those
who want to transform their
presentations from information dumps
into memorable, compelling
experiences. By promoting a two-way
street of interaction, the techniques
foster active audience participation
rather than passive listening. Design
Shifu’s tips redefine presenting,
offering a clear roadmap for crafting
decks that convey information and
truly captivate. More:
https://tinyurl.com/worth01261b
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This newsletter and any information contained herein are intended for general informational purposes only and should not be construed as legal, financial or
medical advice. The publisher takes great efforts to ensure the accuracy of information contained in this newsletter. However, we will not be responsible at any
time for any errors or omissions or any damages, howsoever caused, that result from its use. Seek competent professional advice and/or legal counsel with
respect to any matter discussed or published in this newsletter. This newsletter is not intended to solicit properties currently for sale.
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Wondering What's
Happening in Your
Neighborhood?

How has the price of your home changed
7 9 3 4 in today's market? How much are other
homes in your neighborhood selling for?

Real Estate News You Can Use
Brought to you free by Brett Roderman

These are all critical questions that
shouldn't be overlooked when thinking

6 1 about buying or selling your home.
Whether you're curious about prices in

1 5 your area, whether it's an excellent time to
sell, or just need an expert to answer your
7 3 2 8 6 questions, I can give you the tools and
offer guidance through the entire buying
or selling process.

Let me know how I can help by simply
9 6 giving my office a call at 404-229-7600 to
set up a time to connect.

4 9 2 3 8 Contact me today:

404-229-7600
8 1 4 9 br@brettroderman.com
www.BrettRoderman.com

Sudoku instructions: Complete the 9 x 9 grid so that each row, each column and each of
the nine 3 x 3 boxes contains the digits 1 through 9. Contact us for the solution!



