
Urson Russell is the President of Patriot Force 
California, a grass roots organization that works to 
restore election integrity by educating citizens on how 
their elections are processed in California, including 
informing them of their civic duty to preserve our 
republican form of government.
Urson will explain the most effective method by which 
our elections can return to being honest, transparent 
and accurate.

April 2025

Next Luncheon Meeting
Date: Wednesday, April 16th, 2025

Time: Check in 10:30am | Meeting Starts at 11:00am
Price: $40 per person

Reservations:
Must make reservations by Wednesday, April 9th

Please make reservations via the OCGSRW Signup 
Genius email that will be sent to you in early April. 
Simply follow the instructions in the email to make your 
reservations. Payment will be made when you arrive at 
the meeting by check or cash, or via ZELLE. Please see 
the QR code inside this edition to make your payment.

Please Note: We can no longer save seats. Only those members who hold a patron 
membership are allowed to have a seat saved for them. All others are first-come, first 
served. Please arrive early if you have multiple guests in order to find seats together.

DISCLAIMER: No information transmitted through this 
newsletter is to be considered a position or endorsement. 
It is for information only.

Volume: 02  Issue: 04

OC GOLDEN GAZETTEOC GOLDEN GAZETTE

Location:
Marbella Country Club
30800 Golf Club Drive
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

Meetings held monthly except July, August & December
UNITED FOR A STRONGER TOMORROW 	 WWW.OCGSRW.ORG

OCGSRW EVENTS CALENDAR

April 1st   –  	April Fools’ Day.

April 9th    –	 OCGSRW Board Meeting: 	
	9:30am – 11:30am at Jan 
Day’s home. 

April 16th  –	 OCGSRW Luncheon Meeting: 		
Marbella Country Club. 			
Enjoy delicious food, great friendships and 
amazing speakers. 			 
Remember to check in early as we start 	
promptly at 11:00am.
10:30am		–	 Social
11:00am		–	 Business Meeting
11:30am		–	 Lunch
12:00pm		–	 Guest Speaker: Urson Russell

April 20th  –	 Easter Sunday 

April 21st  –	 OCGOP Central Committee Meeting: 7:00pm, 
Hilton Hotel Costa Mesa, 3050 Bristol Street.

NEXT LUNCHEON MEETING: APRIL 16TH

The State of California’s Elections:
What you need to know and what you can do

Our Speaker

Happy 
Easter

For more GSRW events, information, ways to be involved and 
take action, please visit our website at gsrw.org.

http://WWW.OCGSRW.ORG
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COMING TOGETHER | WORKING TOGETHER

President’s Message
“Who Really Holds Power in Our Communities?”
In 1788, James Madison, speaking to the Virginia Convention, warned: 
“Since the general civilization of mankind, I believe there are more 
instances of the abridgement of freedom of the people by gradual and silent 
encroachment of those in power, than by violent and sudden usurpation.”
Madison’s words still ring true today. Representative government must 
remain close to the people to remain both legitimate and effective. But 
what does “local control” really mean, and why should we care?
Over the past few years, we’ve witnessed how state-imposed mandates—
especially concerning housing—have increasingly encroached upon our 
communities. This trend places us on dangerous ground as state powers 
continue to infringe on local rights and needs. A key example of this is 
the growing push for regional governance—a system that distances 
lawmakers from the communities they are supposed to serve.
The California housing bills, once touted as solutions to affordable housing 
issues, are turning out to be much more than they appear. Rather than 
rescuing communities, these bills are becoming “Trojan horses” designed 
to benefit developers while stripping away local control.
But it doesn’t stop there. A prime example of this ongoing infringement is 
the proposed Lithium Battery Storage Facility in our local area.
In 2022, Assembly Bill 205 introduced a new, streamlined “Opt-In 
Certification” process for clean energy projects, including energy storage 
systems, through the California Energy Commission (CEC). Once an 
application is submitted, the CEC has the sole authority to certify the 
project site and facility—completely bypassing city approval processes. 
This means that local elected officials have no say in critical decisions 
affecting their communities.
This shift of power to the California Energy Commission, a body appointed 
by the governor and confirmed by the state senate, represents another step 
toward undermining local democracy. The state, not our elected leaders, is 
deciding what’s best for our communities.
The underlying goal of these projects—promoting renewable energy—is 
important. However, we must also raise serious concerns about the safety 
of these facilities. Take, for example, the recent lithium battery storage 
fire in Monterey County, near the agricultural areas of Moss Landing. 
When fires break out, toxic air spreads across fields, devastating both the 
environment and local public health.
The solution is clear: we need a stronger, more vocal presence in land-
use decisions. It’s crucial that our communities maintain control over 

decisions that impact our safety, quality of 
life, and the future of our cities and towns. We 
cannot allow Sacramento lawmakers to continue 
overriding the voices of local leaders—and the 
will of the people.
If we remain passive, this “runaway train” of 
state overreach will keep barreling forward, 
leaving our communities vulnerable to decisions 
made far from home. It’s time to reclaim local 
control and demand accountability. We cannot 
continue to be a one-party state where our 
voices are ignored.

Linda Koelling, 
President, OCGSRW

A Message from Newly elected Chair of the 
California Republican Party
Dear Fellow Republican,
I am deeply honored and truly humbled by the overwhelming love and 
support I have received since being elected as Chair of the California 
Republican Party. This victory is not mine alone. It belongs to every 
delegate, volunteer, donor, and grassroots leader who has fought 
tirelessly to grow our movement and stand against the failed policies 
that have plagued our great state.
Change is coming to California. The people of this state are fed up with 
the years of Democrat mismanagement, corruption, and failures that 
have made life unaffordable and unsafe. Californians are ready for bold 
leadership that will fight for their families, protect their freedoms, and 
restore opportunity.
We will not sit back and wait for change. We are going on offense. We will 
expand the battlefield, take the fight to every corner of this state, and hold 
Democrats accountable. This means building the strongest grassroots 
operation we have ever seen, giving our candidates the resources to win, 
and working together at every level to take back California.
The energy at this convention was electric. Californians are demanding 
change, and we saw that shift in 2024. More communities are rejecting 
the radical policies that have failed them. I believe 2026 will be our year, 
but only if we do the work. Every door knock, every phone call, and 
every dollar raised must be focused on one mission: winning.
I am ready to stand with you in this fight. Thank you again for your trust, 
your passion, and your commitment to this cause. Now let’s get to work 
and Make California Great Again.
Sincerely,
Corrin Rankin
Chair, California Republican Party
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Register to Vote/Absentee Ballots/Election Questions: Orange County Registrar of Voters, 1300 South Grand Ave., Building C
 Santa Ana, CA 92705 - Telephone: 714-567-7600 | Website: www.ocvote.com

Voter registration forms are also available at our General Meetings, at most U.S. Post Offices, at Public Libraries and the Orange County 
Republican Headquarters. Voter registration closes fifteen days prior to any election.

http://www.ocvote.com
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One of the goals for our newly formed club is 
to attract and grow our Republican voter 
base, and that starts with reaching out to the 
conservative thinking young students in our 
community high schools. We want these 
students to know we are active, supportive 
of their plans for higher education and eager 
to engage with them on their viewpoints and 
opinions on the issues we all confront in our 
state and country. 

For 2025, our club will be offering a 
graduating senior from either CUSD or SVUSD 

a $1500 Scholarship for college, university 
or trade school. The information on this 
Scholarship will be available on our website 
as well as posted on the websites of the 
participating high schools. The deadline for 
application is April 15th, 2025. If you know 
of a graduating senior from any of these high 
schools that would qualify, please let them 
know! Our Scholarship Committee members, 
Marilyn Parker, Linda Pillsbury and Nancy 

Jimeno look forward to this exciting project!

Please support AB303 for safe siting of battery 
energy storage systems. Local communities 
should have a say in where these projects are 
located. SAFETY COMES FIRST! Check the 
location of the proposed area: 1,200-1,500 
feet from residential homes, schools, medical 
facilities, railway service, businesses and 
Interstate 5. We must contact the California 
Energy Commission and state officials to stop 
this project.

The OCGSRW Renewed 2025 Scholarship Program
By Marilyn Parker

March Speakers: 
Issues Facing Our Communities

Membership Renewal
RENEW Your Membership TODAY for $45 so you don’t miss receiving 
our beautiful Newsletter and other special events.
Members bring a NEW friend or neighbor to our next meeting on 
April 16th. Pay by Zelle or bring your checkbook. 
Lunch is $40 per person.
Access the New or Renewal Membership Application HERE.
Please mail your check today with the Membership Application to: 

Orange County Golden State Republican Women
31103 Rancho Viejo Road, Suite #D3292
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 

Please call Jan Day, Membership Chair if you have any questions 
714-747-6339.

AS
SOCIATE

N
EW

 OR RENEW
AL

PATRON

$45

$75

$35

OCGSRW Renewed 2025 

Scholarship Program

From L to R: President Linda Koelling with Tami Wilhelm, Vice Chair SJC Planning Commission; 
Catherine Pryor, CEO B.L.E.S.S.I.N.; Theresa Ford, B.L.E.S.S.I.N. (Ban Lithium Energy Storage 
System In Neighborhoods).

https://ocgsrw.org/scholarship
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/3639fc9d-0740-4aef-b600-18b8c78a58a6/downloads/OCGSRW Membership Application-2024.pdf?ver=1714779494034
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Ban Lithium Energy Storage Systems In 
Neighborhoods (B.L.E.S.S.I.N.)
By Phoebe Wise

Do you enjoy subsidizing the Chinese Communist Party?  You know, 
with all those imported goods, from cheap trinkets to iPhones, that 
Americans buy every year, giving the CCP the dollars it needs to buy 
things like aircraft carriers?  Well, local SDG&E customers will soon 
have the opportunity to up their contribution, thanks to the battery 
energy storage project proposed for the Saddleback Church land along 
I-5 in San Juan.  The developer, Compass Energy, is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of ENGIE, the global French energy giant in which the CCP 
has a 30% stake.  

Exactly what is a battery energy 
storage system, or BESS?  Some 
people mistakenly think it’s a 
place to store your old laptop or 
Tesla batteries before they are 
recycled.  Nope.  This proposed 
facility will have Tesla batteries all 
right, but they will be used to store 
renewable energy, mostly solar, 
for use during hours when the sun 
does not shine.  It would be able 
to power about 60,000 homes for 
four hours.  Pretty small potatoes, 
right?  But it turns out that’s about 
the only positive news.  What is the 
bad news?  Just ask the residents 
near Moss Landing in the Monterey 
Bay region.  

On January 16th of this year 
Vistra Energy’s battery energy 
storage facility at Moss Landing 
exploded in flames and burned for 
days, because there is no way to 
extinguish a lithium battery fire.  
Spraying water makes it worse.  
The resulting 1,000-foot plume of 
toxic smoke spread ashes for miles 
over this precious agricultural 
area, known as the nation’s salad 
bowl.  Later tests revealed levels 
of cobalt, nickel, and manganese a 
thousand times higher than normal 
on soil surfaces.  These are heavy 
metals that can cause cancer and 
alter DNA.  And then there are the 
PCBs, vinyl chloride gas, dioxins, 
and polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) which bring a long list of health 
harms. We may all be eating this residue on our organic produce as I 
write this article.

Moss Landing residents are still coping with the aftermath.  Humans 
are suffering with respiratory issues and rashes on their skin.  Farmers 
have experienced stillbirths in their livestock.  Everyone worries if it is 
wise to return to their homes and whether the water is safe to drink.  
What will be the long-term effects as this rain of heavy metals and 
toxic chemicals from the fire work their way through the ecosystem?  
If you have access to The Epoch Times, there is a well-researched 
overview of the Vistra Energy fire here.

The EPA and state environmental agencies have shown delay and 
negligence in testing and tracking the fallout from this event.  The 
agencies seem more interested in sweeping environmental concerns 
under the rug lest they damage California’s relentlessly aggressive 
green energy goals.  State lawmakers seem equally unconcerned.  

As The Epoch Times reported, “some Democratic lawmakers who 
supported the project accepted contributions from a Vistra super 
PAC during the last election cycle…  None have called for temporary 
moratoriums on utility-scale plants.”

The Moss Landing plant was billed as safe, clean energy, good for the 
environment, and because it used a decommissioned power plant, it 
required no new licensing.  Local governments never had a chance to 
vote on it.  Since that facility was built state laws have tightened, further 
limiting local governments’ ability to refuse permitting to “green” energy 
projects.  The California Energy Commission has instituted an “Opt In” 
program enabling  BESS facilities to be “fast tracked”, bypassing local 
government control.  Neither the San Juan Capistrano city council nor 
the council of its near neighbor Laguna Niguel has approved the project.  

So what information is available 
about the proposed San Juan 
Capistrano plant?  You may have 
gotten a text on your cell earlier 
this year inviting you to participate 
in a telephone town hall put on 
by Compass Energy, the project’s 
sponsor.  I decided to listen and 
was even able to ask a question.  

Compass was most eager to 
emphasize that the batteries in its 
new facility will not be the nickel-
manganese-cobalt batteries (NMC) 
that burned in the Moss Landing 
fire.  Compass engineers on the call 
said that the lithium ion phosphate 
(LFP) batteries made by Tesla will 
be much safer.  But The Epoch 
Times article cited research from 
England’s University of Sheffield 
showing that “while NMC batteries 
release more gas than LFP batteries, 
LFP batteries are significantly more 
toxic when they burn”.  More toxic?  
How can a fire be more toxic than 
the Moss Landing fire?

“Oh,” but the engineers assured, 
“there will never be a fire at the San 
Juan Capistrano BESS because of 
all the safety features.”  

Listeners on the call did not take 
this assertion at face value.  They 
probed the engineers with some 
very good questions:

What about the many wildfires known to have occurred in this location 
in the past?  “No match for our fire mitigation protocols.”  

What about earthquakes?  “No problem.”  

And so there will be constant monitoring? “Yes, by cameras and 
instruments.”  

What, no on-site employees?  “No, the facility will not need to employ 
a single person.”

Dear reader, my question to you is, what could possibly go wrong?

We can imagine a lot of things that could go wrong, but ENGIE, the 
global French company, and its CCP investors do not care about 
what happens to us.  They want to place this dangerous facility in the 
midst of thousands of people instead of locating it at a safe remove in 
the desert because of one thing:  money. It says right on the project 
website that “it connects seamlessly to existing San Diego Gas & 
Electric infrastructure without requiring transmission line upgrades.”  

continued on next page

[To Be Announced]

https://www.theepochtimes.com/article/massive-lithium-ion-battery-fire-raises-questions-about-californias-energy-future-5820830?utm_medium=app&c=share_pos2&pid=iOS_app_share&utm_source=iOS_app_share 
https://compassenergystorage.com/the-project/
https://compassenergystorage.com/the-project/
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That translates into more profit for them.  But of course would they not 
pass along the costs to us in rate increases anyway, and would we 
not be willing to keep ourselves and our children safe by putting those 
BESS units at a safe distance?

Or perhaps there is no safe distance for these SCTE (Spontaneously 
Combusting Toxin Emitters) and they need to be nixed until a safer 
“clean” energy solution can be found.

Better yet, why not try to upgrade California’s petroleum industry instead 
of driving these companies out of the state?  As the Escondido Mayor 
Dane White said in The Epoch Times article, “I’d rather them drill for oil 
in my city than put one of these [BESS facilities] in here.”

By now you are asking, what can I do to keep this Compass Energy 
project out of my area?

Fortunately there is hope. A citizen’s group has arisen to lead the 
fight.  Its name is B.L.E.S.S.I.N., which stands for Ban Lithium Energy 
Storage Systems in Neighborhoods. On March 19th two of its members 
spoke at our Club’s luncheon meeting. Cathleen Pryor and Theresa 
Ford gave a good presentation and answered questions about the 
issue. If you go to their website, BlessinOC.org, you will find more 
information and resources.  

One resource on their website is a letter you can copy and send to your 
State Assembly person.  AB 615 and AB 303 are two Assembly bills that 
address the safety issues with BESS.  Urge him or her to support them.

Compass Energy still has more hurdles to clear before the final approval 
of its project by the California Energy Commission. Now is the time to let 
them know your objections.  The BlessinOC.org website has a formal 
letter you can send, or you can write your own.  Contact the CAC online 
or by post:  

California Energy Commission
Re: Docket # 24-OPT-02
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

B.L.E.S.S.I.N. can also use volunteers and donations. They can tell you 
how to host your own meeting to inform your friends and neighbors 
about the issue.

Finally, you can attend one of their group meetings to connect with like-
minded people.  Check their website for future meetings.

Bring your questions, ideas, and neighbors! Your participation is essential 
to ensuring our voices are heard and our community is safeguarded.

Cathleen and Theresa look forward to seeing you!

Is there some movement in finally getting honest elections? One state is 
making a change. Will the Orange County Board Supervisors finally hear the 
concerns of the people and bring back precinct elections and get rid of VCA?  

A Step Back from Automatic Mail Voting: Article from the Wall Street Journal 

Utah is among the handful of states that conduct primarily postal 
elections, and the current practice is that every voter is automatically 
mailed a ballot. But that’s about to change under a bill recently passed 
by the state legislature, which Governor Spencer Cox’s office tells us 
he plans to sign.

The result is that Utah will transition in 2029 to a system in which voters 
must opt-in periodically to be sent mail ballots. When returning their 
votes, they’ll have to write the last four digits if their state ID’s or Social 
Security numbers, as a means of verification. The receipt deadline will 
move to 8pm on Election day, meaning no more waiting around for days 
to count tardy ballots with timely postmarks.

“I’m very supportive of it. I think it’s a brilliant bill”, Mr. Cox told the 
press. “Lots of people wrongly believe that we have a mass fraud in our 
elections and it’s just not true, but we need to restore trust to them as 
well.” This is the right balancer.

A report last year by Utah’s Legislative Auditor General said that an 
examination of death records found 1,400 people on the voter rolls 
who “are likely deceased,” out of two million total. About half of those 
registrants were marked “active,” so they’d be sent ballots automatically. 
“Two of the matched voters,” the auditor said, “cast ballots in the 
November 2023 election”.

Sounds like an election system with modest reforms which is what the 
legislature has offered, including in provisions designed to improve 
maintenance of voter rolls. Using ID numbers to verify the identities of 
mail voters isn’t foolproof, but neither is today’s method of eyeballing 
signature comparisons.

There are good arguments for going further than Utah’s bill, since 
mail voting is inherently less secure and reliable than showing up at 
the polling place. Even without any intentional fraud, ballots can get 
delayed in the mail or rejected because of mistakes, such as if the voter 
missed the signature line and forgot to sign it. Early in-person voting is 
another way to offer flexibility to citizens.

But the political cultures of states differ and give Utah credit for taking 
a good step. The state’s elections aren’t rife with fraud, but it doesn’t 
mean they can’t be improved, and the same for public confidence.

One STATE makes changes in their Election 
Process…Who is next?
By Linda Koelling

 https://www.forbes.com/sites/rrapier/2024/10/17/why-oil-companies-are-leaving-california/
http://BlessinOC.org
https://blessinoc.org/petition/
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Ecomment/Ecomment.aspx?docketnumber=24-OPT-02
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The Second, Third & Fourth Amendments
By Nancy A. Jimeno, Ph.D
Nancy.jimeno@gmail.com 

The Second Amendment to the Constitution is unique in that it 
assumes a right rather than designates a right. For anyone who has 
ever lived in a rural area, which was the case for most Americans in 
the late 18th century, being armed is simply a given. If you live in the 
country, police cannot get to your location in the three to four minutes 
response time that is typical in many urban areas. For many families 
in years past gun ownership was the means of hunting for food, and 
to this day, gun ownership is a means for self-protection. 

However, it was not for the reasons listed above that the right to bear 
arms was written into the Bill of Rights. The Second Amendment’s 
primary author, James Madison, argued for an armed and “a well-
regulated militia” composed of the people, “as the primary defense 
against a potentially oppressive government, rather than a standing 
army” and not specifically as a means to enforce the law. 

Of course, the Second Amendment is not “selectively incorporated” 
(a term I will explain when we get to the 14th Amendment) into the 
Constitution. Therefore, each state and in most cases each county 
of each state, is able to restrict or allow gun ownership and use at 
it sees fit. For example, Texas has more lenient gun ownership and 
use laws that California does, and within the state of California itself, 
especially regarding the Bay Area, in contrast to our rural areas, laws 
differ considerably. 

The Third Amendment to the Constitution forbids, “in time of peace” 
the quartering of soldiers in the homes of private citizens. This 
amendment was in response to British soldiers being quartered in 
the homes of colonists and getting away with murder, literally. When 
teaching this amendment to my students, I would ask how they 
would react if their family was forced to have a soldier living in their 
homes who would have non-punitive “access” to the women in their 
family. There was always at least one young man who would admit, 
“I would kill him!” Proof that the women’s studies departments have 
not succeeded in emasculating all our young men.

The tenets of the Fourth Amendment to the Constitution originated 
in English law well before the first pilgrims landed on American soil. 
The idea that even the king must ask permission to enter the home 
of his subjects was codified in the Magna Carta, issued in June of 
1215. That permission must be granted to enter, even to the ruler is 
connected to the “Castle doctrine,” the legal principle that claims the 
right to use lethal force to defend against intruders in one’s home. 
William Pitt’s famous quote (1763) comes to mind: “The poorest man 
may in his cottage bid defiance to all the forces of the crown.” The 
Fourth Amendment is based on these political principles and states 
that the people have the right “to be secure in their persons, houses, 
paper, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures…
and no Warrants shall issue but upon probable cause…” [Italics 
added]. 

Does this amendment also guarantee your right to the information 
kept on your computer? The TV show, The Kalb Report, featured 
Ruth Bader Ginsberg and Antonin Scalia debating this and the tenets 
of the First Amendment. I showed it to my students for years and it 
is well worth your time to watch it: The Kalb Report - Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg & Antonin Scalia.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0utJAu_iG4&t=229s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0utJAu_iG4&t=229s
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Many of our members know that our President, 
Linda Koelling, was mayor of Foster City in 
the San Francisco Bay Area before moving to 
Orange County in 2022.  We can imagine the 
professional know-how and organization that 
such a position would require, but few would 
guess the courage it demanded.  For example:  
when some new desalinization equipment was 
being tested in Sausalito, Linda was one of 
the city officials from around the Bay who was 
invited to inspect it.  She was accustomed to 
filling this type of official role, but not prepared 
for the presenter’s extraordinary demand:  
drink the desalinated water.  She did.  I can 
only marvel at her daring; as a fellow Bay 

Area expat I know about the mercury from the quicksilver mines of the 
Gold Rush era, the industrial poisons from Silicon Valley, the garbage, 
sewage, and other unpleasantness lurking in the sludge of the Bay.  Yet 
the equipment did its job, and she lived to tell the tale.

On another highly ceremonial occasion she was invited to the Ferry 
Building in San Francisco with other Bay Area officials to meet Prince 
Charles.  Before the encounter everyone was instructed in royal protocol—
do not attempt to shake hands unless the prince extends his hand first.  
As Charles made his way down the receiving line, he spotted Linda and 
paused to chat.  “And where is Foster City?” he asked.  Linda explained 
that it was a small city on the Bay halfway between San Francisco and 
San Jose.  When he expressed further interest, she told him he would be 
welcome to visit, but first he would have to exchange the blue-and-gold 
Cal Berkeley tie he was wearing for a red Stanford tie.  He laughed and 
extended his hand for her to shake.

Perhaps her unflappable manner of dealing with the many celebrities 
and politicians she met over her years in public service can be traced 
back to her immigrant Italian family.  Her maternal grandparents arrived 
in San Francisco only a few years before the great earthquake and fire 
of 1906, and subsequently found themselves tent dwellers in the Marina.  
Her paternal grandparents came in the years just afterwards.  Both sides 
settled in the famous North Beach neighborhood of San Francisco and so 
were participants in the rebirth of the city.  

Linda’s parents moved to nearby Francisco Street overlooking Ghirardelli 
Square.  That is where Linda grew up. It is also where she got one of 
her first introductions to local politics.  The much hated and hideous 
Embarcadero Freeway had been built in the 50s and it was intended to 
connect the Bay Bridge with the Golden Gate Bridge.  However, only 

the section along the eastern shore of the Bay was built before progress 
ground to a halt.  Residents of the densely packed SF neighborhoods 
understandably did not want to see their homes bulldozed for a noisy, 
smoggy freeway.  Linda’s mother was involved with the Russian Hill 
homeowner’s association that helped keep the bulldozers at bay, and the 
connector was never completed.  

That prompted some profanity a few decades later when my Texas brother 
came out to visit me in the early 80s.  We were returning to the South Bay 
from a trip to Napa Valley. I exited the Golden Gate Bridge and began the 
slow, stop light-laden course through the northern tip of San Francisco in 
order to reach the Embarcadero.  After about fifteen minutes of the scenic 
route my Houston brother had had enough and growled, “Where the hell 
are you taking me?  Where’s the damned freeway?”  It’s just California, I 
explained, but now I know whose mom was at least partially involved in 
stopping that project.

It was during her school career in sports that Linda found one of her adult 
callings.  She played four sports in middle school and at graduation was 
named the school’s first sportswoman of the year.   She continued to play 
three sports in high school, and one of her first jobs after marriage was as 
a Parks and Recreation Supervisor for the City of Burlingame.  She also 
volunteered on the Parks and Recreation Commission for Foster City.  All 
three of her children as well as her eight grandchildren have carried on 
her sporting tradition.

Linda’s career in elective office began as a Councilmember of Foster 
City in 2003.  She remained on the Council till 2011, serving twice as 
Mayor.  During that time she represented her city on State and County 
Boards and Committees too numerous to mention, but trust me—the list 
is impressive.

Another thing to know about Linda is that she has also faced government 
as an entrepreneur.  In 1988 she founded a private school that ran for 
20 years, until 2008.  She had the same kind of issues with permitting, 
licensing, and so on that any other citizen would have to deal with, and 
I’m sure that experience made her a very responsive and sympathetic 
civil servant.

After moving to Orange County to be near her grandchildren in 2022, 
Linda wasted no time before diving into politics.  In addition to serving 
on the Board of our Club, she ran for and was elected to the Republican 
Central Committee AD 71 in 2024.  Her emphasis is on protecting local 
government control in this era of ever-encroaching power grabs by 
Sacramento.

Linda, we’re not sure how you find time for everything, but we are grateful 
for your leadership as our President!

Meet the Board: Linda Koelling
By Phoebe Wise

			  •   INCREASED in 97% of counties

			  •   INCREASED in 97% of cities 

			  •   INCREASED in 100% of Congressional Districts 

			  •   INCREASED in 100% of State Assembly Districts 

From the end of 2024 to now, just roughly 4 months, over 137,000 newly 
registered Californians have joined the GOP while on the flip side, only 
12,000 Californians joined the democrats.  
This is HUGE!

THANK YOU for your support and dedication. None of this would have 
been possible without the help of our grassroots supporters. 

But the work isn’t over, and we can’t afford to slow down now.  

We cannot let up - together we can ensure Democrats don’t outpace our efforts. So please, stand with us in the 
fight, and let’s continue to take back our state. We need to support our candidates for 2026.
Thank you for everything you do,

OCGOP

CALIFORNIA REPUBLICANS ARE ON A ROLL!
The Secretary of State’s latest Voter Registration update shows some exciting news: California Republicans...

HELP REPUBLICANS GAIN MORE GROUND IN CALIFORNIA

https://l.cagop.org/s/c/6qTNDLzU4x2qWOj2bw_CB1gD1Tw8QMttkT-IWsmd1OkiHcKuYq59Ft3bVr_C6o61TLVJh6a4414sXOVd7yRCHT-bA8sYSOp0fkJBqN1HXPm4O4-QtR9VAamp-1cf-tUdgptsMP5pI-Zec4sx0bzzv8ie4Es74-jDZjQn85Qc6S49ihEo6HwLM1u6GGqbNLsxydgBGYtXHfnfL9b2inpr-nrkT1DDwSRKBcLE5WzRyDORkukqKEEIpsquW1FuIFpQxidhaw0cnnK6-8_RwlecEbDOHAD-sUm0lTEJcxUqQaVyS6vJqHbF2fTq-ALxie-7FNP4iOvXKr6qoNAFGsrYKTMzMxIP3OrhkbB8aJxQUzCB1Kenqs2_9D6Wa4xpa2uqh9SDULYHbC_Es52TPfxRJEqZMhxMak3s1Zom4LjngXlERx0qmqnNWLXVc3AQ7lcje0ZwqnSw-z9RJXVkaXr1JbeLiJ8JkJcHJOVT3XDw/icdY2imrYyayYngOYOE1U_3QhK3u7dbT/7
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JUST FOR LAUGHS
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DIRECTORY OF STATE & FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVES 

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT 71
Assemblywoman Kate 
Sanchez 
Serves OC cities of 
Mission Viejo, 
Rancho Santa Margarita, 
and unincorporated 
areas of Orange County

DISTRICT OFFICE
22342 Avenida Empresa 	
Suite 275
Rancho Santa Margarita, 
CA 92688
949-459-7170
ad71.asmrc.org

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0071
916-319-2071

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT 72 
Assemblywoman 
Diane Dixon 
Serves OC cities of Aliso 
Viejo, Lake Forest, 
Laguna Beach, 
Laguna Hills, and 
Laguna Woods 

DISTRICT OFFICE		
4100 MacArthur Blvd.
Suite 340 
Newport Beach, 
CA 92660
949-798-7221  
ad72.asmrc.org 

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0072
916-319-2072

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT 74 
Assemblywoman 
Laurie Davies 
Serves OC cities of 
Laguna Niguel, 
Dana Point, San Juan 
Capistrano, and 
San Clemente 

DISTRICT OFFICE 	 
32332 Camino 
Capistrano  
Suite 102A  
San Juan Capistrano, 
CA 92675  
949-240-7300 
ad74.asmrc.org

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0074
916-319-2074

STATE SENATE 
DISTRICT 37 
Senator Dave Min (D)	
DISTRICT OFFICE		
2151 Michelson Dr 
Suite 258
Irvine,CA 92612
949-223-5472		
Senator.Min@
Senate.ca.gov 

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
1021 O Street 
Suite 6710
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-651-4037

STATE SENATE 
DISTRICT 38
Senator Catherine 
Blakespear

DISTRICT OFFICE
24031 El Toro Rd 
Suite 201A
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-598-5850
Senator.Blakespear@
Senate.ca.gov 

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
1021 O Street 
Suite 7340
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-651-4038

President Donald Trump (R)
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500 
202-456-1414 
whitehouse.gov

Governor Gavin Newsom (D)
Office of the Governor State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814 
916-445-2841
gov.ca.gov

Katrina Foley, 5th Dist.
Orange County Board of Supervisors
400 W. Civic Center Drive
Santa Ana, CA 92701
714-834-3550

U.S. Senator Adam Shiff (D)
Hart Building #154
Washington, D.C. 20515
202-225-7000

U.S. Congressman Mike Levin 
(D-49th Dist.)
33282 Golden Lantern, Suite 102
Dana Point, CA 92629
949-281-2449

U.S. Senator Alex Padilla (D)
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3553 | 202-228-3789

Don Wagner, 3rd Dist.
OC Board of Supervisors
400 W Civic Center Dr. 
Santa Ana, CA. 92701 
714-834-3330
Donald.wagner@ocgov.com

https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad74.asmrc.org
mailto:Senator.Min%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
mailto:Senator.Min%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
mailto:Senator.Blakespear%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
mailto:Senator.Blakespear%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
http://www.whitehouse.gov
http://www.gov.ca.gov
mailto:Donald.wagner%40ocgov.com%20?subject=


31103 Rancho Viejo Road, Suite #D3292  •  San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675-1759

City of Aliso Viejo 
12 Journey, Suite 100
Aliso Viejo, CA 92656
949-425-2500 
avcity.org

City of Dana Point
33282 Golden Lantern
Dana Point, CA 92629
949-248-3500
danapoint.org

City of Laguna Beach 
505 Forest Avenue
Laguna Beach, CA 92651
949-497-3311 
lagunabeachcity.net

City of Laguna Hills 
24035 El Toro Road
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-707-2600 
ci.laguna-hills.ca.us

City of Laguna Niguel 
30111 Crown Valley Parkway 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
949-362-4300  
cityoflagunaniguel.org 

City of Laguna Woods  
24264 El Toro Road
Laguna Woods, CA 92637 
949-639-0500 
cityoflagunawoods.org 

City of Lake Forest  
100 Civic Center Drive 
Lake Forest, CA 92630 
949-461-3400  
lakeforestca.gov 

City of Mission Viejo 
200 Civic Center
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
949-470-3000 
cityofmissionviejo.org 

City of Rancho Santa Margarita  
22112 El Paseo
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
949-635-1800 
cityofrsm.org 

City of San Clemente 
910 Calle Negocio 2nd Floor 
San Clemente, CA 92673 
949-361-8200  
san-clemente.org 

City of San Juan Capistrano  
30448 Rancho Viejo Road, Suite 110 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
949-493-1171  
sanjuancapistrano.org

STAY INFORMED!!
CITY CONTACT INFORMATION

Check Council Meetings /Agendas 

https://avcity.org
https://www.danapoint.org
https://www.lagunabeachcity.net
https://www.ci.laguna-hills.ca.us
http://www.cityoflagunaniguel.org
https://www.cityoflagunawoods.org
https://www.lakeforestca.gov
https://cityofmissionviejo.org 
https://www.cityofrsm.org
https://www.san-clemente.org 
https://www.sanjuancapistrano.org

