
January 2025

Next Luncheon Meeting
Date: Wednesday, January 15th, 2025

Time: Check in 10:30am | Meeting Starts at 11:00am
Price: $40 per person

Reservations:
Must make reservations by Wednesday, January 8th

Please make reservations via the OCGSRW Signup 
Genius email that will be sent to you in early January. 
Simply follow the instructions in the email to make 
your reservations. Payment will be made when you 
arrive at the meeting by check or cash.

Please Note: We can no longer save seats. Only those members who hold a patron 
membership are allowed to have a seat saved for them. All others are first-come, first 
served. Please arrive early if you have multiple guests in order to find seats together.

Editor and Contributor: Joan Garnett 
To submit newsletter articles, please send to 

jpowgar@outlook.com

DISCLAIMER: No information transmitted through this 
newsletter is to be considered a position or endorsement. 
It is for information only.

Volume: 02  Issue: 01

OC GOLDEN GAZETTEOC GOLDEN GAZETTE

Location:
Marbella Country Club
30800 Golf Club Drive
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

Meetings held monthly except July, August & December
UNITED FOR A STRONGER TOMORROW 	 WWW.OCGSRW.ORG

OCGSRW EVENTS CALENDAR

January 1st  –	 Happy New Year! 2025...hard to believe 
that number is here! Here’s to it being a fabulously 		
successful year for President Trump and his newly 	
formed cabinet and administration! 

January 8th  –	 OCGSRW Board Meeting from 		
9:30am – 11:30am at Michelle Morgan’s office. 

January 15th –	 Next OCGSRW luncheon meeting	  	
at Marbella Country Club, 30800 Golf Club Drive, 		
San Juan Capistrano. Enjoy delicious food, 		
great friendships and amazing speakers. 
Remember to check in early as we start promptly at 11:00am.

10:30am	 –	 Check in/chat with friends
11:00am	 –	 Meeting begins/club business
11:30am	 –	 Lunch is served
12:00pm	 –	 We will hear from our own First 			 

	 Vice President, Dr. Nancy Jimeno

January 20th –	 President Trump’s Inauguration. There are 
two local events affiliated with our club celebrating this historic 
event. Flyers for both events are in this newsletter on page 4.

For more GSRW events, information, ways to be involved and 
take action, please visit our website at gsrw.org.

“Who is in charge in the largest higher Education System in America?” 
California State University and University of California System
Many Americans have lost faith in our institutions of higher learning. Let’s 
discuss these questions and examine the state of higher education in American 
particularly at California’s community colleges and state universities. 

Former Senator and current President of the University of Florida Ben Sasse put it best: “We’re not 
perfect [at University of Florida], but the adults are still in charge.” (Senator Sasse makes sense of 
course, but he is one of a rare breed, conservatives in higher education).
Who is in charge of the largest higher education system in America, the California State University 
and University of California system? And perhaps an even more important question Sasse raises, 
“Why the hell should anybody spend the money to send their kid to college?” (The Wall Street 
Journal, May 3, 2024). 
Dr. Nancy Jimeno shares her perspective and experience of teaching as an adjunct professor of 
political science in the California State University system for twenty years, all of them as a conservative. 
Nancy is a fifth generation Californian, raised in Orange County. She has been interested in politics 
since her first foray into campaigning at the age of ten, working with her parents and paternal 
grandparents on the GOP’s 1964 effort to elect Barry Goldwater. The bitter loss gave impetus to her 
determination to become involved in championing Republican candidates for office and the ideals 
and policy preferences of the Republican Party. 
In 2004, Nancy became an adjunct professor of political science at California State University Fullerton 
(CSUF). During her time at CSUF, Nancy served for six years on the Orange County Transportation 
Agency’s Environmental Oversight Committee, as the faculty advisor for CSUF Republican Club 
(touted as the best party on campus!), on the Academic Senate Committee for Sustainability and as 
faculty advisor for the Neuman Club (for Catholic students). 
A generous grant of $250,000 from CalTrans gave Nancy the opportunity to be the project manager 
for the agency’s ‘Walk Riverside’ walkability study between 2012 and 2014, while teaching at CSUF. 
The two-year endeavor was undertaken in partnership with the Riverside County Transportation 
Commission, the City of Riverside, the County of Riverside Department of Public Health and UC 
Riverside, under the guidance of UC Riverside’s Professor Juliann Allison. 
Nancy holds a M.A. and a Ph.D. in political science from UC Riverside, and graduated Summa Cum 
Laude from CSU Fullerton with a bachelor’s degree, also in political science. 
Newly retired, Nancy lives in Coto de Caza with her husband Mark, two Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels, two orange cats and a parakeet named Steve. Her daughter and granddaughter live in 
Rancho Santa Margarita. 

NEXT LUNCHEON MEETING: JANUARY 15TH
We are excited to have one of our very own members, 1st Vice President Dr. 
Nancy Jimeno, as our featured speaker!

mailto:jpowgar%40outlook.com?subject=
http://WWW.OCGSRW.ORG
http://www.gsrw.org
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COMING TOGETHER | WORKING TOGETHER

President’s Message
“California Dreaming”
The year 2025 will stand, historically as a new, positive beginning for our 
country with President Trump back at the helm. The excitement about 
the change that took place in November was like lifting a load off of our 
shoulders. We the people could breathe again!  
We now need to capture this momentum and apply it to the state of 
California.  I wonder sometimes how historians will write the history we 
are living in today. I recently read a book by Kevin Starr called “Golden 
Dreams,” about California in the age of abundance 1950-1963. Starr was 
the State Librarian of California, Emeritus. In his book he chronicled the 
changing landscape of our state with the rise of its suburbs after World 
War II, the emergence of California as a “utopia” of higher education; 
how California became the most populous state, the rising prosperity and 
abundance connected to economic growth and how the state evolved 
into a global commonwealth. 
So, what happened?? How did California transform from golden dreams 
to this nightmare of despair? History may write that forces of change 
were at work behind the scenes to undermine the foundation of the 
American dream in California. I’m not sure we can point a finger at any 
one thing that caused this explosive, free falling dilemma in the state 
but history will show that the leadership began a transformation unlike 
we have ever seen.  
For years Sacramento leaders have consistently courted ideas of how 
to disassemble the structure of local government.  Few are aware that 
their vision involves turning all towns in California into dense urban 
clusters. State overreach and the erosion of local government control 
are legislated through massive numbers of housing bills that threaten the 
quality of life in most California communities. Sacramento’s “one size fits 
all” approach to housing needs is immune to the unique circumstances 
of each community.  
We are at a real crossroad when it comes to planning our community’s 
future and it’s time that we help inform and educate our neighbors about 
these issues.  
I will be proposing a plan for this year that will provide club members the 
“tools” to work with their neighbors and be more proactive. I call upon our 
OCGSRW members to stay apprised with what your city’s issues are and 
ask the question of your city councilmembers…”how can I help?”
If we continue to allow the state to interfere and dictate our community 
planning, we lose our power to improve our communities for the future.

Together we can rebuild the California dream 
but it will take a collective effort. Whatever the 
design for California’s future, it is important 
that our voices are heard so that we the 
people are in control and not the government.  
Change is inevitable but should be planned 
so that it can work effectively for us. The 
California dream is not dead!
Linda Koelling, 
President, OCGSRW

Our Christmas Party at Marbella
Beautiful hanging Christmas lights, and a beautifully decorated 
Christmas Tree was the backdrop for the club’s Holiday “Meet and 
Greet” gathering at Marbella. The food was great and plentiful, lots to 
drink and great people in attendance. Members brought friends who 
wanted to get to know about GSRW. It was a fabulous party.  Thanks to 
all who attended!!

Let’s Be Part of the Solution!
“Let’s work to Make California Great Again. How can we do this?”

By Linda Koelling, President

How much do California citizens really know and understand what is 
driving the changes in their communities?  Why are we losing local 
government control and how can we the people stop it?  Community 
Conversation will provide the opportunity for Neighbors working with 
neighbors to have a voice in their community changes and to shape 
the growth that makes sense.  Learn about the issues, ask questions of 
local leaders. Learn how you can be part of the solution. 

Community action is a race to restore our democratic rights to shape 
what happens in our own neighborhoods and to turn back the flood of 
developer-backed bills that allow them to build what they want, wherever 
they want, and leave us with more taxes, more traffic and even more 
dangerous construction in high-fire threat areas. Knowledge is power; 
lack of being proactive sets our cities up for failure.

Intended Outcomes of Community Conversations
1.	 To generate a spirit of curiosity, respect and appreciation among 

those of differing perspectives.
2.	 To bring forth the trust and courage to generously express and 

appreciate one another’s revealing of heartfelt values, principles and 
sense of purpose.

3.	 To listen and actively support the discovery of common interest and 
concerns.

4.	 To be open and curious about all perspectives and see what can be 
learned from listening to one another rather than debating differing 
opinions on any topic or issue.

5.	 To inspire a sense of openness, willingness and even partnership for 
further connecting or cooperating in some way.

6.	 To evoke a direct experience of an authentic, meaningful; and 
rewarding conversation.

7.	 To foster a sense of confidence and willingness in participants to 
take a more pro-active engagement in their community. 

In the new year our OCGSRW club members will have the tools to be 
more engaged in their communities. Let’s be part of the solution!

2

Register to Vote/Absentee Ballots/Election Questions: Orange County Registrar of Voters, 1300 South Grand Ave., Building C
 Santa Ana, CA 92705 - Telephone: 714-567-7600 | Website: www.ocvote.com

Voter registration forms are also available at our General Meetings, at most U.S. Post Offices, at Public Libraries and the Orange County 
Republican Headquarters. Voter registration closes fifteen days prior to any election.

http://www.ocvote.com
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Article III of the Constitution: Lesson V
By Nancy A. Jimeno, Ph.D
Nancy.jimeno@gmail.com 

As you read Article III of the U.S. Constitution, you will find that it is 
succinct; it consists of only three sections. Article III establishes the 
judicial branch, the Supreme Court, both its original and appellate 
jurisdictions, the static compensation of Justices and the lifetime 
tenure of the Justices, “during good behavior.” However, there is no 
mention of what is known as judicial review – the most important 
power of the Supreme Court, which is the power to determine which 
actions of congress, acts of the president, and which laws are or are 
not constitutional. Let’s “unpack” the provisions of Article III, the portion 
of the document with which most Americans are the least familiar.

What is “good behavior”? Why are the Justices given a lifetime tenure? 
What is the difference between original and appellate jurisdiction? If 
it is not a provision of the constitution, how was the Supreme Court 
accorded the power of judicial review?

The “good behavior” clause, taken from British common law, assures 
that the Justice holds the position for life and cannot be removed without 
a process of debate. The intent of the clause is that the Justices be 
protected from removal from the Court for disagreement on judicial, 
legal or political opinion; although Justices may be impeached for 
cause (which causes have yet to be determined). The importance of 
lifetime tenure is obvious from the above description – the Justices 
need not worry that disagreement with the president who nominated 
him or her or with congress, or even public opinion, would mean 
removal. Judicial independence is as important to Justices as academic 
freedom is to professors. Here is an example: President Eisenhower 
appointed Earl Warren (a Los Angeles native) to the position of Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court in 1953, thinking that Warren was a 
moderate Republican. But it turned out Chief Justice Warren would be 
better described as echoing the Progressivism of early 20th Century 
California; he was a UC Berkeley grad, after all! Warren turned out to 
be politically and socially a liberal. It was Warren’s influence that led 
to the unanimous decision in the landmark case of Brown v. the Board 
in May of 1954. An argument can be made the Warren’s political and 
social views did not influence his legal decisions.

Original jurisdiction means simply what it says – there are certain 
cases that come directly, or originally. Most cases are appellate cases, 
or cases that are brought up on appeal from the lower courts. In fact, 
one of the nicknames of the Supreme Court is “the court of last resort.” 
The Supreme Court accepts cases that are of national importance, 
such as Brown or the recent Dobbs case that overturned Roe v. Wade. 
In the Brown case, the NAACP, seeking a means of establishing civil 
rights for Blacks, had begun their effort by bringing equal rights cases 
(under the 14th Amendment) regarding Blacks being forbidden in 
restaurants, on public transportation, in hotels and in public restrooms. 

They soon changed their focus to schools, reasoning that education 
was important to all Americans, correctly determining that the Supreme 
Court would be more likely to take the case were it about education. 

In the mid-50s, much of the country followed the legal doctrine of 
“separate but equal” established in a post-Civil War case, Plessy 
v. Ferguson (1896). In deciding Plessy, the Court upheld the 
constitutionality of racial segregation, as long as the facilities provided 
were “equal,” a standard that proved to do nothing more than sanction 
the Jim Crow laws of the time. A few years after its founding in 1909, 
the NAACP began to file class action lawsuits strategically across the 
country.  The plethora of cases across the country made it clear that 
the notion of equality was one of national and therefore constitutional 
import. One such case that the NAACP did not bring but watched 
closely, was Orange County’s Mendez v. Westminster (1947). The 
Mendez case was the first case in which the judge’s decision noted 
emphatically that “separate in inherently unequal.” The case had to do 
with segregated schools (Mexican schools) in the Westminster School 
District that had been integrated until the early 1900s when California’s 
Progressive Movement demanded that public schools be segregated. 
The NAACP’s counsel, a young Thurgood Marshall (later to become 
the first Black man appointed to the Supreme Court), wrote an amicus 
curiae, or “friend of the court” brief, for the Mendez case. Finally, in 
1953 the Supreme Court agreed to grant Brown v. Board a writ of 
certiorari, a Latin term meaning “bring up the case.” Thurgood Marshall 
argued for the plaintiffs before the Supreme Court for Brown v. Board 
during the definitive 1954 trial that overturned Plessy v. Ferguson and 
ended the doctrine of separate but equal, rendering segregation of 
public facilities, including schools, unconstitutional. 

Brown v. Board (named for the Kansas family that was alphabetically 
first in the list of plaintiffs in the class action case), as is often the case, 
is important not in regard to the case itself as much as for the legal 
standard the case establishes.  For example, the doctrine of “separate 
but equal” established in Plessy, the counter understanding that 
“separate is inherently unequal” established in Brown and the right to 
privacy in Roe v. Wade (recently overturned by Dobbs). 

There is another landmark case, hinted at earlier that established 
judicial review, Marbury v. Madison (1803). Marbury is considered 
the most important decision in American constitutional law, 
because it established the power of the Supreme Court to strike down 
laws and statutes, Acts of congress and of the president that violate 
the U.S. Constitution.  This power is NOT found in the text of the 
U.S. Constitution. The Supreme Court arrogated unto itself the power 
of judicial review/opinion, written by Chief Justice John Marshall, 
which states, “It is emphatically the province and duty of the Judicial 
Department to say that the law is. What is the story behind Marbury? 
Watch this short cartoon on YouTube! Marbury v Madison Explained: 
US History Review.

mailto:Nancy.jimeno%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFFZYJzv8-I&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFFZYJzv8-I&t=1s
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Inaugural Ball in the OC
We have been invited to attend an Inauguration Ball at The Hills Hotel 
on January 20, sponsored by South Orange County Republicans. 
This is another opportunity for our women’s clubs to come together 
to celebrate a very special event.

Inaugural Celebration in Oak Glen
Riley’s Farm is in beautiful Oak Glen, California. The farm was built 
in the 1880’s and is famous for its educational field trip presentations 
covering American History. It is also a theatrical venue, as well as 
a working farm.

Let’s Celebrate!! Visit the website to register here.

TWO CELEBRATIONS OF PRESIDENT TRUMP’S 
HISTORIC 2025 INAUGURATION!

https://gsrw.org/event/gsrw-inauguration-watch-party-breakfast/
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The OCGSRW Renewed 2025
Scholarship Program
By Marilyn Parker

One of the goals for our newly formed club is to attract and grow 
our Republican voter base, and that starts with reaching out to the 
conservative thinking young students in our community high schools. 
We want these students to know we are active, supportive of their plans 
for higher education and eager to engage with them on their viewpoints 
and opinions on the issues we all confront in our state and country. For 
2025, our club will be offering a graduating senior from either CUSD or 
SVUSD a $1500 Scholarship for college, university or trade school. The 
information on this Scholarship will be available on our website by 1/5/25 
as well as posted on the websites of the participating high schools. The 
deadline for application is 4/15/25. If you know of a graduating senior 
from any of these high schools that would qualify, please let them know!  
Our Scholarship Committee members, Marilyn Parker, Linda Pillsbury 
and Nancy Jimeno look forward to this exciting project!   Happy 2025!

Please Renew Your Membership!
From Membership Chair, Jan Day 
Be a part of our conservative momentum! Please renew your 
OCGSRW membership today by mailing a check with the 
membership application to: 

Jan Day 
2 Tranquilo Drive 
Rancho Mission Viejo, 92694 

Since we can no longer save seats, consider becoming a 
Patron for $75. This will allow our membership team to mark 
and save a seat for you at our meetings. 
Please call me if you have any questions 714-747-6339.

Setting Goals for 2025
1.	 We are focusing our club activism on: The 

California education system, what’s happening 
in our schools and local government control 
issues.

2.	 How can we stop State overreach?

3.	 Creating individual community information 
groups…being pro-active in our communities. 
Be part of the solution!

Changes/Additions for 2025
1.	 Introducing our Club Scholarship Program, 

offering $1,500 to a graduating high school 
Senior from any high school in the Capistrano 
Unified School District or the Saddleback Valley 
Unified School District. Applications will be 
accepted beginning in January with a deadline 
of April 15, 2025. 

2.	 We will offer a few dinner meetings instead of 
all luncheons in the new year. These will be in 
the Spring. 

3.	 Building our club

We want to hear from our members. What other 
goals and/or changes would you like to suggest?

https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/3639fc9d-0740-4aef-b600-18b8c78a58a6/downloads/OCGSRW%20Membership%20Application-2024.pdf?ver=1714779494034 
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JUST FOR LAUGHS
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DIRECTORY OF STATE & FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVES 

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT 71
Assemblywoman Kate 
Sanchez 
Serves OC cities of 
Mission Viejo, 
Rancho Santa Margarita, 
and unincorporated 
areas of Orange County

DISTRICT OFFICE
22342 Avenida Empresa 	
Suite 275
Rancho Santa Margarita, 
CA 92688
949-459-7170
ad71.asmrc.org

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0071
916-319-2071

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT 72 
Assemblywoman 
Diane Dixon 
Serves OC cities of Aliso 
Viejo, Lake Forest, 
Laguna Beach, 
Laguna Hills, and 
Laguna Woods 

DISTRICT OFFICE		
4100 MacArthur Blvd.
Suite 340 
Newport Beach, 
CA 92660
949-798-7221  
ad72.asmrc.org 

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0072
916-319-2072

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT 74 
Assemblywoman 
Laurie Davies 
Serves OC cities of 
Laguna Niguel, 
Dana Point, San Juan 
Capistrano, and 
San Clemente 

DISTRICT OFFICE 	 
32332 Camino 
Capistrano  
Suite 102A  
San Juan Capistrano, 
CA 92675  
949-240-7300 
ad74.asmrc.org

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0074
916-319-2074

STATE SENATE 
DISTRICT 37 
Senator Dave Min (D)	
DISTRICT OFFICE		
2151 Michelson Dr 
Suite 258
Irvine,CA 92612
949-223-5472		
Senator.Min@
Senate.ca.gov 

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
1021 O Street 
Suite 6710
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-651-4037

STATE SENATE 
DISTRICT 38
Senator Catherine 
Blakespear

DISTRICT OFFICE
24031 El Toro Rd 
Suite 201A
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-598-5850
Senator.Blakespear@
Senate.ca.gov 

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
1021 O Street 
Suite 7340
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-651-4038

President Joseph Biden (D)
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500 
202-456-1414 
whitehouse.gov

Governor Gavin Newsom (D)
Office of the Governor State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814 
916-445-2841
gov.ca.gov

Katrina Foley, 5th Dist.
Orange County Board of Supervisors
400 W. Civic Center Drive
Santa Ana, CA 92701
714-834-3550

U.S. Senator Laphonza Butler (D)
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3841 | 202-228-3954

U.S. Congressman Mike Levin 
(D-49th Dist.)
33282 Golden Lantern, Suite 102
Dana Point, CA 92629
949-281-2449

U.S. Senator Alex Padilla (D)
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3553 | 202-228-3789

Don Wagner 3rd Dist.
OC Board of Supervisors
400 W Civic Center Dr. 
Santa Ana, CA. 92701 
714-834-3330
Donald.wagner@ocgov.com

https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad74.asmrc.org
mailto:Senator.Min%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
mailto:Senator.Min%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
mailto:Senator.Blakespear%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
mailto:Senator.Blakespear%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
http://www.whitehouse.gov
http://www.gov.ca.gov
mailto:Donald.wagner%40ocgov.com%20?subject=


31103 Rancho Viejo Road, Suite #D3292  •  San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675-1759

City of Aliso Viejo 
12 Journey, Suite 100
Aliso Viejo, CA 92656
949-425-2500 
avcity.org

City of Dana Point
33282 Golden Lantern
Dana Point, CA 92629
949-248-3500
danapoint.org

City of Laguna Beach 
505 Forest Avenue
Laguna Beach, CA 92651
949-497-3311 
lagunabeachcity.net

City of Laguna Hills 
24035 El Toro Road
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-707-2600 
ci.laguna-hills.ca.us

City of Laguna Niguel 
30111 Crown Valley Parkway 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
949-362-4300  
cityoflagunaniguel.org 

City of Laguna Woods  
24264 El Toro Road
Laguna Woods, CA 92637 
949-639-0500 
cityoflagunawoods.org 

City of Lake Forest  
100 Civic Center Drive 
Lake Forest, CA 92630 
949-461-3400  
lakeforestca.gov 

City of Mission Viejo 
200 Civic Center
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
949-470-3000 
cityofmissionviejo.org 

City of Rancho Santa Margarita  
22112 El Paseo
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
949-635-1800 
cityofrsm.org 

City of San Clemente 
910 Calle Negocio 2nd Floor 
San Clemente, CA 92673 
949-361-8200  
san-clemente.org 

City of San Juan Capistrano  
30448 Rancho Viejo Road, Suite 110 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
949-493-1171  
sanjuancapistrano.org

STAY INFORMED!!
CITY CONTACT INFORMATION

Check Council Meetings /Agendas 

https://avcity.org
https://www.danapoint.org
https://www.lagunabeachcity.net
https://www.ci.laguna-hills.ca.us
http://www.cityoflagunaniguel.org
https://www.cityoflagunawoods.org
https://www.lakeforestca.gov
https://cityofmissionviejo.org 
https://www.cityofrsm.org
https://www.san-clemente.org 
https://www.sanjuancapistrano.org

