
Tami Wilhelm, a licensed Real Estate professional, 
a member of the Planning Commission for the City 
of Hemet, involved in collaborative planning with 
landowners and government officials to balance 
development and conservation efforts. Appointed to the 
San Juan Capistrano Planning Commission in 2018, 
and currently serves as Vice Chair. Also, a member of 
the San Juan Capistrano Rotary Club. Tami will give us 
an overview of the role of the Planning Commission and 
how the commission shapes the development of a city.  
How can we correct this course of losing local control 
over the development of our communities?

Cathleen Pryor CEO/President & Theresa Ford COO of B.L.E.S.S.I.N
B.L.E.S.S.I.N.™, (Ban Lithium Energy Storage Systems In Neighborhoods) 
A group who works to prevent the development of hazardous facilities near 
homes, schools, and natural habitats by raising awareness, educating the 
public, and advocating for safe community environments. How can residents 
be a part of the solution?

March 2025

Next Luncheon Meeting
Date: Wednesday, March 19th, 2025

Time: Check in 10:30am | Meeting Starts at 11:00am
Price: $40 per person

Reservations:
Must make reservations by Wednesday, March 12th

Please make reservations via the OCGSRW Signup 
Genius email that will be sent to you in early March. 
Simply follow the instructions in the email to make your 
reservations. Payment will be made when you arrive at 
the meeting by check or cash, or via ZELLE. Please see 
the QR code inside this edition to make your payment.

Please Note: We can no longer save seats. Only those members who hold a patron 
membership are allowed to have a seat saved for them. All others are first-come, first 
served. Please arrive early if you have multiple guests in order to find seats together.

DISCLAIMER: No information transmitted through this 
newsletter is to be considered a position or endorsement. 
It is for information only.

Volume: 02  Issue: 03

OC GOLDEN GAZETTEOC GOLDEN GAZETTE

Location:
Marbella Country Club
30800 Golf Club Drive
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

Meetings held monthly except July, August & December
UNITED FOR A STRONGER TOMORROW 	 WWW.OCGSRW.ORG

OCGSRW EVENTS CALENDAR

March 9th  –   Daylight Savings: Set clocks ahead 1 hour.

March 12th  –	 OCGSRW Board Meeting from 
9:30am – 11:30am at Jan Day’s home. 

March 17th  –	 St. Patrick’s Day

March 17th  –	 OC Republican 
Central Committee, Hilton Hotel 
Costa Mesa 7:00pm

March 19th  –	 Next OCGSRW luncheon meeting at 
Marbella Country Club, San Juan Capistrano. 
Enjoy delicious food, great friendships and amazing speakers.  
Remember to check in early as we start promptly at 11:00am.

10:30am		 –	 Check-in/social
11:00am		 –	 Meeting begins
11:30am		 –	 Lunch is served
12:00pm		 –	 Tami Wilhelm SJC Planning Commission/
			   Update on Lithium Battery Issue

For more GSRW events, information, ways to be involved and 
take action, please visit our website at gsrw.org.

NEXT LUNCHEON MEETING: MARCH 19TH

Discussing Community issues: Do Residents Know and Understand what is 
driving the changes in their Communities?

Lithium Battery Storage Systems …Building Awareness

SPRING FORWARD 2025

Our Speakers

http://WWW.OCGSRW.ORG
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COMING TOGETHER | WORKING TOGETHER

President’s Message
“The Only Thing Stopping Us, Is? ……Us!!!”
The American dream is dying a slow death in California. Why have 
Sacramento lawmakers been able to control just about every segment 
of our lives? 
How much do California citizens really know and understand what is 
driving the changes in their communities?   
Our March speaker, Tami Wilhelm will give us an overview of the role 
of the Planning Commission and how the commission shapes the 
development of a city.
How can we correct this course of losing local control over the 
development of our communities?   
We need to have a voice in our community changes and be able to 
assert opinions that will shape the type of growth that makes sense. 
There is a need to also find strong elected officials in our communities 
to help strengthen the voices of the people.
We need residents in our communities to be more proactive and affect 
change. We need to be a unifying organization for all who are pushing 
back on bad projects and ruinous policies. At our March meeting we will 
also get an update on the issue of lithium battery storage.
While every city in California is trying to create an acceptable housing 
element, city councils, their consultants and the citizens, are losing local 
influence over the growth and shaping of our individual communities. 
This control has been yanked from the grips of the people by the over-
reaching leadership in Sacramento. 
We only need to look to the city of Huntington Beach as the example 
for all cities to see the way to say no to Sacramento. As you may know, 
Huntington Beach has been on the front lines fighting back against 
Governor Newsom and the egregious laws changing the landscape of 
all our communities. 
As stated in a recent Wall Street Journal article: Resistance has made 
Huntington Beach a national model for how a red enclave can challenge 
its Democratic state leaders. The title of the article identified Huntington 
Beach as: “Trumpiest City Thrives in Blue California”.  President Trump’s 
administration has taken Huntington Beach’s city attorney Michael 
Gates to serve in the U.S. department of Justice. He will be an asset to 
the DOJ’s efforts.

Community action is a race to restore our 
democratic rights to shape what happens 
in our own neighborhoods and to turn back 
the flood of developer-backed bills that allow 
them to build what they want, wherever they 
want, and leave us with more taxes, more 
traffic and even more dangerous construction 
in high-fire threat areas. Stop the Sacramento 
land grab.
Knowledge is power; lack of being proactive 
sets our cities up for failure. Let’s be part 
of the solution! Remember what Ronald 
Reagan said: “Never let the things you can’t 
do stop you from doing what you can”.

Linda Koelling, 
President, OCGSRW

2

Register to Vote/Absentee Ballots/Election Questions: Orange County Registrar of Voters, 1300 South Grand Ave., Building C
 Santa Ana, CA 92705 - Telephone: 714-567-7600 | Website: www.ocvote.com

Voter registration forms are also available at our General Meetings, at most U.S. Post Offices, at Public Libraries and the Orange County 
Republican Headquarters. Voter registration closes fifteen days prior to any election.

To Our Members

We appreciate all of our selected speakers who bring information 
that is intended to inform and educate our members about issues 
that affect us. It was unfortunate that the presentation in February 
deviated from what was advertised and what we were expecting. 
Our list of speakers for the following months include topics such 
as: “How Planning Commissions shape our Communities”, and 
“Building Awareness about the Plan for Lithium Battery Storage” in 
March; “Voting issues Update” provided by Urson Russell in April. 
We will continue to focus on the topics that align with the goals set 
for the year. 

Thank You,

Linda Koelling, President

Luncheon Speakers

http://www.ocvote.com
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One of the goals for our newly formed club is 
to attract and grow our Republican voter 
base, and that starts with reaching out to the 
conservative thinking young students in our 
community high schools. We want these 
students to know we are active, supportive 
of their plans for higher education and eager 
to engage with them on their viewpoints and 
opinions on the issues we all confront in our 
state and country. 

For 2025, our club will be offering a 
graduating senior from either CUSD or SVUSD 

a $1500 Scholarship for college, university 
or trade school. The information on this 
Scholarship will be available on our website 
as well as posted on the websites of the 
participating high schools. The deadline for 
application is April 15th, 2025. If you know 
of a graduating senior from any of these high 
schools that would qualify, please let them 
know! Our Scholarship Committee members, 
Marilyn Parker, Linda Pillsbury and Nancy 

Jimeno look forward to this exciting project!

President Donald Trump did not set a date but declared through social media platform Truth Social that he would eliminate Daylight Saving 
Time – which would also require approval from Congress.

The OCGSRW Renewed 2025 Scholarship Program
By Marilyn Parker

Is Donald Trump going to end Daylight Savings Time in 2025?

Membership Renewal
From Jan Day, Membership Chair
Become a NEW Member (bring a friend/neighbor) 
or RENEW your membership today!
Renew your 2025 OCGSRW Membership so you don’t miss receiving 
our beautiful Newsletter and other special events. 
Access the membership application here.
Please mail your check today with the Membership Application to: 

Orange County Golden State Republican Women
31103 Rancho Viejo Road, Suite #D3292
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 

Please call me if you have any questions 714-747-6339.

AS
SOCIATE

N
EW

 OR RENEW
AL

PATRON

$45

$75

$35

OCGSRW Renewed 2025 

Scholarship Program

https://ocgsrw.org/scholarship
https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/donald-j-trump/
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/113647254141876924
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/3639fc9d-0740-4aef-b600-18b8c78a58a6/downloads/OCGSRW Membership Application-2024.pdf?ver=1714779494034
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The Bill of Rights – The First Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution: Lesson VII
By Nancy A. Jimeno, Ph.D
Nancy.jimeno@gmail.com 

Today we think of the Bill of Rights as something sacred, but many of the 
constitutional Framers thought otherwise. Among those skeptical of a bill 
of rights was James Madison, the primary author of the U.S. Constitution, 
including the first ten amendments to 
the Constitution, known as the Bill of 
Rights. Recall that the constitution 
was completed in 1787, but the first 
ten amendments were not added 
until 1791. The arguments against 
adding a bill of rights included that 
the states already had their own bill 
of rights, that the constitution itself 
limited the power of the national 
government, and a bill of rights was 
therefore unnecessary, and perhaps 
most persuasive (and prescient), 
Alexander Hamilton’s argument 
that defining specific rights would 
invite overly broad interpretation of 
the enumerated rights. It should be 
noted that earlier in this series, we 
discussed the notion of natural rights, 
which are rights that are inherent and 
unalienable. The Framers viewed a 
bill of rights not as the government 
granting its citizens’ rights, but as the 
guarantor of its citizens’ rights.

James Madison had argued in 
Federalist 10 that an enlarged 
republic, with a citizenry that held 
a variety of perspectives, would 
make a tyranny of the majority or 
of the minority unlikely and thus a 
bill of rights unnecessary. He finally 
relented and supported a bill of 
rights as a campaign promise he 
made while running against James 
Monroe for a coveted seat in the House of Representatives. Once 
elected, Madison kept his campaign promise and delivered a speech 
on the House floor in 1789, supporting adding a bill of rights to the U.S. 
Constitution. Two years later, eleven states ratified the Bill of Rights, 
putting them into play, with Virginia being the last to ratify in December 
of 1791. (Keep in mind that, at this time, the U.S. Constitution did not 
apply to the states.)

The First Amendment is first because the Framers were educated in 
formal logic and put the most important claim of rights first. The First 
Amendment guarantees six freedoms:
First, that “Congress shall make no law” establishing a particular religion. 

Second, nor shall Congress pass any law “prohibiting the free exercise” 
of any religion, or the lack thereof. Not requiring religious exercise is a 
guarantee that my own father, an agnostic, took seriously. Often when 
I taught the First Amendment to undergrads, they would challenge 

this portion of the First Amendment, 
wondering whether satanic worship 
was covered by this guarantee. It 
is. I would tell them that they could 
worship the Sun or the Moon if they 
so chose to do so and their freedom 
to do so was covered under the First 
Amendment. 

Third, Congress shall make no law 
“abridging freedom of speech.” As 
with any freedom, freedom of speech 
in not absolute, which was famously 
pointed out by Supreme Court 
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. in 
his 1919 written opinion in Schenck v. 
United States.

Fourth, freedom of the press, which 
was originally meant to protect those 
who published, including authors of 
books.

Fifth, the right of the people to 
peacefully assemble. Of course, even 
a local parade or large gathering 
requires a permit, but this right was 
meant to allow Americans to come 
together and form associations, clubs, 
guilds, etc. This freedom is one that 
is quickly removed when tyrannical 
forces take over a country and is thus 
of considerable importance. 

And sixth, the right of the people to 
petition their government for redress 

of grievances. Petitioning government for redress includes through 
lobbying, litigation and seeking policy change through peaceful 
protest or demonstrations but does not guarantee a particular 
outcome to the petitioner.
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Here is a sample of a portion of the 2022 election USA data.

Election Advocacy Day Article
By Lisa Hazelton

On February 25, 2025, four members from OCGSRW visited the 
CA Capital for Election Advocacy Day. They had at least eight 
appointments set with Assembly and Senate Election Committee 
Members to discuss the state of our elections. We are also volunteers 
with United Sovereign Americans (USA), not official spokespersons. 

USA is a nationwide organization with thousands of active volunteers 
in over twenty states. We shared their findings from California’s own 
elections data, obtained via FOIA’s (Freedom of Information Act) 
requests for the 2024 election. Our objective is Election Validity. 
We were very focused in our meetings, sharing the USA data, the how 
and who obtained the data, and three specific questions for each of 
our representatives to answer:

1)	 Why are elections certified without regard for their purpose and 
without proof? 

2)	 How can we have certainty without securing every step from 
registration through certification? 

3)	 Will 2026 be too big to rig? 

The RISK - USA ’s analysis shows the voting system is in a Total Loss 
of Control breach, a national cyber-infrastructure designation defined 
by the Department of Homeland Security. There is a marauder in our 
system whose intentions are currently unknown, and there is likely 
more than one. 

How do we secure liberty and property for future generations? 

To hear my report, please attend the OCGSRW luncheon meeting March 
19th and I will briefly share during the Americanism portion of the event. 

To find out more about United Sovereign Americans please visit 
unite4freedom.com. 

“Small is Beautiful,” 	Carolyn M. Scott’s documentary film that focuses on the future of a development project in Northern California’s 
Sonoma County, specifically, the development of the Sonoma County Development Center, …Something small 
communities throughout California are facing!! By Linda Koelling, President

SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL explores 
the challenges facing a small rural 
community waging a fierce battle 
against a massive development 
project threatening to engulf a 
wildlife sanctuary and a community’s 
way of life.

Set against the backdrop of 
California’s increasing wildfire 
risks, the documentary highlights 
the precarious balance between 
urban expansion and environmental 
preservation. This rural community 
finds itself not only fighting to protect 

its natural heritage but also grappling with the potential catastrophic 
consequences of introducing large-scale development into a fire-prone 
landscape. 

The Sonoma Valley Next 100 Years Project released a proposal in 
September 2022 that is founded on seven principles: Keep the land at 
SDC in public ownership in perpetuity; make sure the local community has 
a strong say in the future of the land; protect the open space and expand 
the wildlife and riparian corridors; and choose a scale of development that 
is compatible with the rural character of Sonoma Valley.

“I find the proposal to be profound and comprehensive,” Scott said. “It 
represents a collaborative effort by the community aimed at preserving 	
	      regional biodiversity while responsibly planning for the 	
	      future of the land.”

In “Small is Beautiful,” she explores the challenges facing the rural 
Sonoma Valley community as it battles urban sprawl and destruction of 
the wildlife corridor.

“The documentary transitions seamlessly from the local to the statewide 
perspective, shedding light on new legislations’ sweeping impacts across 
California,” she said. “Disguised as ‘affordable’ housing mandates, 
these new laws bypass local authority and circumvent environmental 
and land use regulations.”

Scott said that the film raises important questions, such as, “Why 
are environmental laws circumvented to facilitate luxury housing 
developments?”

“The film advocates for the principles of decentralization and local 
empowerment, essential for building resilient communities capable of 
managing their own lands and resources,” she said. “Also, the idea 
of keeping things small, decentralized and local is central to the idea 
of building resilient communities that are empowered to manage their 
own lands and resources, not driven by outside entities that have zero 
knowledge of the people and lands they live on.” 

https://www.sonomanews.com/article/news/sonoma-developmental-
center-film-scott/

http://www.unite4freedom.com
https://www.sonomanews.com/article/news/sonoma-developmental-center-film-scott/
https://www.sonomanews.com/article/news/sonoma-developmental-center-film-scott/
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Are We Tired of Winning Yet?  Heck, No!
Californians Win Big for MAGA
By Phoebe Wise

As we cheer the wins of the prime movers and shakers in the war 
against the Deep State—President Trump himself, Elon Musk, and 
those rollicking 20-somethings at DOGE—let us not forget the less 
prominent warriors who have fought in the trenches for us the past 
few years.  

First comes to mind our local hero, Dr. 
Aaron Kheriaty.  To refresh your memory, 
Dr. Kheriaty was the director of the medical 
ethics program at UC Irvine School of 
Medicine who was fired for his opposition 
to vaccine mandates. Together with Dr. Jay 
Bhattacharya and other prominent experts, 
he became a plaintiff in the lawsuit now 
known as Missouri v. Biden, which addresses 
state-sponsored censorship in the digital 
age.  

After he spoke at our luncheon in early 2023, 
I followed the progress of his lawsuit in the 
May 2024 and August 2024 editions of this 
newsletter, here and here.

The issue at the core of Missouri v. Biden could not be more important:  
freedom of speech, government censorship of media, and equal 
access to internet platforms.  Apparently, President Trump thinks it’s 
important too.  On his first day in office he signed an executive order 
to dismantle the government censorship complex.  Dr. Kheriaty gives 
full details in his January 29, 2025 article in Substack. 

The Executive order recognized that “over the last 4 years, the 
previous administration trampled free speech rights by censoring 
Americans’ speech on online platforms, often by exerting substantial 
coercive pressure on third parties, such as social media companies, to 
moderate, deplatform, or otherwise suppress speech that the Federal 
Government did not approve.”  It ordered the reversal and defunding 
of this censorship, and directed the Attorney General to begin an 
investigation of past conduct of those responsible.

Dr. Kheriaty has expressed his delight in this very significant executive 
order, and he awaits with interest to see what the Attorney General 
Pam Bondi will turn up in her investigations.

In the meantime, as director of DOGE, Elon Musk has wasted no time 
acting on this executive order.  His brilliant band of 20-somethings 
has uncovered millions of dollars of payments from USAID and 
other government agencies to left-wing media outlets like Politico.  
In a nutshell, our tax dollars have gone to fund propaganda and lies 
designed to bring down Trump and his MAGA supporters, i.e., you and 
me, while government-funded censorship has deprived us of access 
to media platforms where we could defend ourselves.  

As for Dr. Kheriaty’s free speech case, it was sent back by the Supreme 
Court last June for lack of standing.  However, in August of 2024 it was 
consolidated with a case brought by Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. and was 
found to have standing in the second go round.  I wrote about this in 
the October 2024 newsletter.    

The consolidated case is known as Missouri v. Biden, and we can 
hope it may soon return to the Court.  This issue needs to be settled by 
the Court, and not just by an executive order, however momentous.  If 
not, the censorship we have suffered under these past few years could 
start up again if the other party returns to power.  Nefas nefandi. (In 
Latin, that means something like “I don’t even want to think about it”.)

While we wait to see what happens with Missouri v. Biden, we can 
rejoice in wins for two more California residents:  Dr. Jay Bhattacharya 
and RFK, Jr.  

Dr. Bhattacharya of Stanford University is a 
co-plaintiff in the Missouri v. Biden case with 
RFK, Jr. and Dr. Kheriaty.  In late November 
of 2024 Trump announced he would appoint 
Dr. Bhattacharya as Director of NIH, the 
National Institutes of Health:   “Together, 
Jay and RFK, Jr. will restore the NIH to 
the Gold Standard of Medical Research 
as they examine the underlying causes of, 
and solutions to, America’s biggest Health 
challenges, including our Crisis of Chronic 
Illness and Disease. Together, they will work 
hard to Make American Healthy Again!” 

In October of 2020 Dr. Bhattacharya was a 
respected epidemiologist and professor at 

the Stanford Medical School when he and Dr. Harvey Risch of Yale 
and other prominent health professionals signed the Great Barrington 
Declaration, a critique of the COVID19 lockdowns that were causing 
untold harm around the world.  For his brave effort to turn the course 
of events, he and his co-signatories were maligned and slandered 
by Anthony Fauci, Francis Collins, and others in the federal health 
agencies, and were deplatformed on the internet.  In response to this 
violation of First Amendment rights, he became a co-plaintiff in Missouri 
v. Biden.  Now he will oversee the agencies that tried to destroy him and 
his reputation—the hunted becomes the hunter.  We hope that he roots 
out the corruption there and brings reform.  

On February 13 Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., his 
co-plaintiff in Missouri v. Biden, was sworn in 
as Secretary of Health and Human Services.  
Talk about the mother of all role-reversals!  
The man who literally wrote the book on 
Fauci is now in charge of Fauci’s former 
domain?  Sweet!  

There are so many other wins—too many 
to count.  But not too many to celebrate, as 
long as the bubbly lasts.  I would like to end, 
though, by spotlighting another Californian, a 
very local hero, David Daleiden of the Center 
for Medical Progress in Irvine.  I covered 
his case in the October 2024 issue of this 
newsletter.  

Daleiden is the pro-life activist who at age 24 began work as a citizen 
journalist to expose violations of federal law by Planned Parenthood.  
Posing as a potential buyer of aborted fetal remains, Daleiden filmed his 

continued on next page

https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/3639fc9d-0740-4aef-b600-18b8c78a58a6/downloads/OCGSRW%20Newsletter-May2024.pdf?ver=1738629400546
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/3639fc9d-0740-4aef-b600-18b8c78a58a6/downloads/OCGSRW%20Newsletter-August2024.pdf?ver=1738629400546
https://substack.com/home/post/p-155295220?source=queue&autoPlay=false
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/3639fc9d-0740-4aef-b600-18b8c78a58a6/downloads/4ef3244f-cb8d-437c-abab-db94932d62b5/OCGSRW_OCTOBER2024NEWSLETTER.pdf?ver=1738629400546
https://www.hoover.org/research/man-who-talked-back-jay-bhattacharya-fight-against-covid-lockdowns
https://www.hoover.org/research/man-who-talked-back-jay-bhattacharya-fight-against-covid-lockdowns
https://www.hoover.org/research/man-who-talked-back-jay-bhattacharya-fight-against-covid-lockdowns
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09LVYYTJJ/?bestFormat=true&k=the%20real%20anthony%20fauci%20robert%20f%20kennedy%20jr%20book&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-pd-bk-d_de_k0_1_9&crid=38SML0NJDUO7O&sprefix=the%20real%20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09LVYYTJJ/?bestFormat=true&k=the%20real%20anthony%20fauci%20robert%20f%20kennedy%20jr%20book&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-pd-bk-d_de_k0_1_9&crid=38SML0NJDUO7O&sprefix=the%20real%20
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/3639fc9d-0740-4aef-b600-18b8c78a58a6/downloads/4ef3244f-cb8d-437c-abab-db94932d62b5/OCGSRW_OCTOBER2024NEWSLETTER.pdf?ver=1738629400546
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/3639fc9d-0740-4aef-b600-18b8c78a58a6/downloads/4ef3244f-cb8d-437c-abab-db94932d62b5/OCGSRW_OCTOBER2024NEWSLETTER.pdf?ver=1738629400546
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conversations with employees eager to provide the product and published them on the internet in 2015.  The damage done 
to Planned Parenthood’s reputation was so great that they sicced Kamala Harris on him.  

Then Attorney General of California, Harris probably felt she owed the abortion giant some quid pro quo for its 
donations to her campaign, so in early 2016 she sent 11 armed agents of the California Department of Justice to his 
small apartment in Irvine.  They seized his equipment and computers, aiming to scrub his videos from the internet.  
Court rulings blocked further publications of his videos.  Harris then proceeded to prosecute Daleiden for violation 
of California’s video recording laws, even though the videos were filmed in public spaces with no expectation of 
privacy.  No other journalist in CA has ever been prosecuted either before or since in this manner.  For nine long 
years Daleiden battled the State of California in court, facing $25 million in fines and the prospect of spending the 
rest of his life in prison. 

On January 27 of this year, the State of California dismissed the case against Daleiden and his fellow undercover 
reporter Sandra Merritt, and it will be expunged from their records.   

Daleiden and his Center for Medical Progress are now free to publish more investigations on their platform.  As for 
Planned Parenthood, CMP’s reporting helped disqualify the abortion giant from state and federal funding in Texas, and 
they now face a nearly $2 billion federal False Claims Act case from the disqualification.

The pro-life heroes that Kamala Harris tried to bury with lawfare have won a complete victory, while one of her big donors is on the run.  
Stay tuned; we are not tired of winning!

Joan Garnett is officially stepping down from her two-year stint as Editor 
of this newsletter; fortunately we will all have the opportunity to thank 
her for her outstanding work at upcoming meetings, as she will remain 
an active member.

Joan grew up in Anaheim, and like so many natives of this amazing region 
we call Orange County, she enjoyed some fascinating experiences in 
the course of her career.  After graduating from college with a major in 
French and German, her first job was at Music Man in Fullerton.  Music 
Man manufactured electric guitars and amplifiers, and it was founded 
by Leo Fender, the godfather of the modern electric guitar.  After selling 
his original company to CBS, Leo decided that he wanted to keep 
innovating and improving on his original creations.  Musicians from all 
over the world recognized the quality, and they came to music trade 
shows in the US to get the goods.  

That is where Joan came in.  Because of her fluency in French and 
German she was hired to interact with international customers.  Some 
of the perks of her job were getting to meet famous musicians like 
Emmylou Harris.  Eric Clapton and Bonnie Raitt were other early 
celebrity customers.  Leo Fender himself was no less a celebrity.  
Although known throughout the world, Fender was an unassuming man 
who lived in a mobile home on several acres in Fullerton.  He couldn’t 
play a single note of music on the guitar, but his self-taught engineering 
prowess made possible the creativity of others.

Joan has lots more interesting career stories, but this is supposed to 
be a short article.

I asked Joan about her political formation and how she got involved in 
our Club.  Like many Irish Catholic families in the 60s, Joan’s family 
were ardent supporters of John F. Kennedy; they were devasted by his 
assassination.  In the 70s Joan saw how Jimmy Carter’s policies ruined 
the American economy, and from the time when Ronald Reagan ran for 
President in 1980, she never looked back at the Democrat Party.

It was the COVID era that really awakened Joan to the dire problems 
that our beloved country suffers from today.  When the egregious lies 
of the state-sponsored media became apparent during the lockdowns, 
she found alternate sources of information.  At this point she is an 
accomplished navigator of what is known as the Alternative Media, 
though it is rapidly becoming the standard media.  Ask Joan if you want 
suggestions for your new favorite alternative news sources.  

Being informed about censorship, persecution of patriot citizens, 
wokeness, election fraud—in short, all the evils sponsored by the 
Deep State—led to Joan’s political evolution:  she has progressed 
from being merely a reliable voter to active participation in MAGA 
causes and in our Club.    

In addition to her political involvement, Joan is active in ministries at two 
parishes, St. Timothy’s and Mission Basilica.  She and her husband will 
soon be leaving to go on a pilgrimage to Mexico City and the shrine of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe.    

Bon voyage, Joan, and thanks for all your great work on behalf of the 
Club and this newsletter!

Meet the Board: Joan Garnett
By Phoebe Wise

https://www.centerformedicalprogress.org/2025/01/breaking-state-of-california-agrees-to-end-unprecedented-prosecution-of-cmps-undercover-video-reporting/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/planned-parenthood-must-face-trial-over-texas-medicaid-fraud-claims-2023-10-24/
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DIRECTORY OF STATE & FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVES 

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT 71
Assemblywoman Kate 
Sanchez 
Serves OC cities of 
Mission Viejo, 
Rancho Santa Margarita, 
and unincorporated 
areas of Orange County

DISTRICT OFFICE
22342 Avenida Empresa 	
Suite 275
Rancho Santa Margarita, 
CA 92688
949-459-7170
ad71.asmrc.org

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0071
916-319-2071

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT 72 
Assemblywoman 
Diane Dixon 
Serves OC cities of Aliso 
Viejo, Lake Forest, 
Laguna Beach, 
Laguna Hills, and 
Laguna Woods 

DISTRICT OFFICE		
4100 MacArthur Blvd.
Suite 340 
Newport Beach, 
CA 92660
949-798-7221  
ad72.asmrc.org 

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0072
916-319-2072

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT 74 
Assemblywoman 
Laurie Davies 
Serves OC cities of 
Laguna Niguel, 
Dana Point, San Juan 
Capistrano, and 
San Clemente 

DISTRICT OFFICE 	 
32332 Camino 
Capistrano  
Suite 102A  
San Juan Capistrano, 
CA 92675  
949-240-7300 
ad74.asmrc.org

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0074
916-319-2074

STATE SENATE 
DISTRICT 37 
Senator Dave Min (D)	
DISTRICT OFFICE		
2151 Michelson Dr 
Suite 258
Irvine,CA 92612
949-223-5472		
Senator.Min@
Senate.ca.gov 

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
1021 O Street 
Suite 6710
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-651-4037

STATE SENATE 
DISTRICT 38
Senator Catherine 
Blakespear

DISTRICT OFFICE
24031 El Toro Rd 
Suite 201A
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-598-5850
Senator.Blakespear@
Senate.ca.gov 

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
1021 O Street 
Suite 7340
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-651-4038

President Donald Trump (R)
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500 
202-456-1414 
whitehouse.gov

Governor Gavin Newsom (D)
Office of the Governor State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814 
916-445-2841
gov.ca.gov

Katrina Foley, 5th Dist.
Orange County Board of Supervisors
400 W. Civic Center Drive
Santa Ana, CA 92701
714-834-3550

U.S. Senator Adam Shiff (D)
Hart Building #154
Washington, D.C. 20515
202-225-7000

U.S. Congressman Mike Levin 
(D-49th Dist.)
33282 Golden Lantern, Suite 102
Dana Point, CA 92629
949-281-2449

U.S. Senator Alex Padilla (D)
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3553 | 202-228-3789

Don Wagner, 3rd Dist.
OC Board of Supervisors
400 W Civic Center Dr. 
Santa Ana, CA. 92701 
714-834-3330
Donald.wagner@ocgov.com

https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad71.asmrc.org 
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad72.asmrc.org  
https://ad74.asmrc.org
mailto:Senator.Min%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
mailto:Senator.Min%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
mailto:Senator.Blakespear%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
mailto:Senator.Blakespear%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
http://www.whitehouse.gov
http://www.gov.ca.gov
mailto:Donald.wagner%40ocgov.com%20?subject=


31103 Rancho Viejo Road, Suite #D3292  •  San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675-1759

City of Aliso Viejo 
12 Journey, Suite 100
Aliso Viejo, CA 92656
949-425-2500 
avcity.org

City of Dana Point
33282 Golden Lantern
Dana Point, CA 92629
949-248-3500
danapoint.org

City of Laguna Beach 
505 Forest Avenue
Laguna Beach, CA 92651
949-497-3311 
lagunabeachcity.net

City of Laguna Hills 
24035 El Toro Road
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-707-2600 
ci.laguna-hills.ca.us

City of Laguna Niguel 
30111 Crown Valley Parkway 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
949-362-4300  
cityoflagunaniguel.org 

City of Laguna Woods  
24264 El Toro Road
Laguna Woods, CA 92637 
949-639-0500 
cityoflagunawoods.org 

City of Lake Forest  
100 Civic Center Drive 
Lake Forest, CA 92630 
949-461-3400  
lakeforestca.gov 

City of Mission Viejo 
200 Civic Center
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
949-470-3000 
cityofmissionviejo.org 

City of Rancho Santa Margarita  
22112 El Paseo
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
949-635-1800 
cityofrsm.org 

City of San Clemente 
910 Calle Negocio 2nd Floor 
San Clemente, CA 92673 
949-361-8200  
san-clemente.org 

City of San Juan Capistrano  
30448 Rancho Viejo Road, Suite 110 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
949-493-1171  
sanjuancapistrano.org

STAY INFORMED!!
CITY CONTACT INFORMATION

Check Council Meetings /Agendas 

https://avcity.org
https://www.danapoint.org
https://www.lagunabeachcity.net
https://www.ci.laguna-hills.ca.us
http://www.cityoflagunaniguel.org
https://www.cityoflagunawoods.org
https://www.lakeforestca.gov
https://cityofmissionviejo.org 
https://www.cityofrsm.org
https://www.san-clemente.org 
https://www.sanjuancapistrano.org

