
Urson Russell
Republican Candidate 37th Assembly District

Common Sense for California Assembly District 73 
(Serving Costa Mesa, Irvine, and part of Tustin.)  Urson 

Russell is not a politician — he’s a problem-solver, a 
business leader, and a lifelong Southern Californian who 

knows what makes this state extraordinary.  
Join us and learn his reasons for running for assembly.

Guest Speaker:

March 2026

Next Luncheon Meeting
Date: Wednesday, March 18th, 2026

Time: Check in 10:30AM | Meeting Starts at 11:00AM

Price: $40 Member | $45 Non-Member
Reservations:
Must make reservations by Friday, March 13th

Please make reservations online: Signup Genius 
Payment will be made when you arrive at the meeting 
by check, cash, or via ZELLE. Please see the QR code 
inside this edition to make your payment.

Please Note: We can no longer save seats. Only those members who hold a patron 
membership are allowed to have a seat saved for them. All others are first-come, first 
served. Please arrive early if you have multiple guests in order to find seats together.

DISCLAIMER: No information transmitted through this 
newsletter is to be considered a position or endorsement. 
It is for information only.

Volume: 03  Issue: 03

OC GOLDEN GAZETTEOC GOLDEN GAZETTE

Location:
Marbella Country Club
30800 Golf Club Drive
San Juan Capistrano, CA

Meetings held monthly except July, August & December
UNITED FOR A STRONGER TOMORROW 	 OCGSRW.ORG

OCGSRW THIS MONTH

Sun 8th	 •	 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Wed 11th	•	 OCGSRW Board Meeting 	
		  9:30AM – 11:30AM

		  Home of Jan Day

Mon 16th	•	 OCGOP Central Committee Meeting
		  7:00PM, Hotel Zessa 
		  201 E. MacArther Blvd, Santa Ana

Tue 17th	 •	 St. Patrick’s Day 

Wed 18th	•	 OCGSRW Luncheon Meeting
		  Marbella Country Club
		  30800 Golf Club Dr, San Juan Capistrano
		  (More details on right)
		  10:30AM	–	Check-in/Social
		  11:00AM	–	Meeting Begins
		  11:30AM	–	Lunch is Served
		  12:00PM	–	Guest Speaker

Fri 20th	 •	 First Day of Spring 

Sun 29th	 •	 Palm Sunday

For more OCGSRW events, information, ways to be involved 
and take action, please visit our website at ocgsrw.org.

NEXT LUNCHEON MEETING: MARCH 18TH

Michael Maxsenti
Republican Candidate 47th Congressional District

Michael is a native Californian, raised in Southern 
California, where his parents instilled in him the values 
of hard work, integrity, and service to others.  In his 
career, he has walked many paths: executive, small 
business owner, and political patriot.  Issues: Economy, 
Public Safety & Crime, Education & Parental Rights, 

America First – Make America Healthy Again and Accountability in Congress.

Keynote Speaker:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4CAAA629A5F9C25-62587597-march
http://WWW.OCGSRW.ORG
http://ocgsrw.org
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COMING TOGETHER | WORKING TOGETHER

President’s Message
“Why Be Part of the Solution?”

Restoring Local Control, Civic Responsibility, and California’s Future
California stands at a crossroads. For many lifelong residents, the 
Golden State we once knew feels increasingly out of reach. Communities 
across the state are experiencing sweeping legislative changes that 
reshape neighborhoods, housing policy, taxation, and local governance 
— often without meaningful local input. Being part of the solution begins 
with one simple but powerful step: becoming informed.
Being informed is the first step toward meaningful change.

When we take the time to understand the issues affecting our 
communities, we empower ourselves to have productive conversations 
with friends, family, and neighbors. We can begin restoring California 
to the Golden State so many of us remember — a place where local 
communities had a stronger voice in shaping their future.

Local control is under pressure. At last month’s luncheon meeting, 
Mayor John Campbell of San Juan Capistrano shared how Sacramento 
lawmakers have increasingly taken control over local land-use planning, 
reducing the authority of city councils and residents. This reflects a 
broader concern many Californians share: decisions that reshape our 
communities are being made far from the people who live in them.

Why Elections Matter — Especially in Orange County
More than ever, the upcoming primary and general elections carry 
significant weight — especially here in Orange County.

Midyear elections are more important than ever. Political control in 
Orange County and throughout California continues to shift, and many 
believe the future direction of our state is at stake.  

For lifelong residents — whether from San Francisco, the Bay Area, 
or Southern California — the changes over the decades have been 
significant. From the era of Nixon and Reagan to the administrations of 
Gray Davis and Arnold Schwarzenegger, and now a prolonged period 
of one-party leadership, California’s political landscape has evolved 
dramatically.

Some feel this shift has brought policies that:
•	 Increase taxes
•	 Impose statewide mandates on local communities
•	 Prioritize broad ideological goals over local input

Elections determine the direction of policy which is why our 
participation is so important..
When voter turnout drops — particularly in primaries and midterm 
elections — outcomes can change dramatically. Ballot measures and 
district changes can reshape political representation for years. We 
cannot afford disengagement.

Over the coming months, we will invite candidates running for local, 
state, and congressional offices to share their perspectives so you can 
make informed decisions at the ballot box.

The path forward begins with informed citizens who exercise their 
constitutional right to vote.

California’s future will not be shaped by those who sit on the sidelines.

Being part of the solution means:
•	 Staying informed on local, state, and national issues
•	 Learning about candidates before voting
•	 Encouraging respectful, fact-based discussions
•	 Showing up to vote in every election — primary and general

Civic participation is the foundation of representative government.

Awareness →→ Education →→ Action 
Change doesn’t happen by accident. It happens when engaged citizens 
educate themselves, share accurate information and participate in the 
democratic process.

Voting is not just a right — it is a responsibility.  
As Ronald Reagan said: 
“History is a river that may take us at will. But we 
have the power to navigate, to choose direction 
and make our passage together.”
Linda Koelling, 
President, OCGSRW

2

Register to Vote/Absentee Ballots/Election Questions: Orange County Registrar of Voters, 1300 South Grand Ave., Building C
 Santa Ana, CA 92705 - Telephone: 714-567-7600 | Website: www.ocvote.com

Voter registration forms are also available at our General Meetings, at most U.S. Post Offices, at Public Libraries and the Orange County 
Republican Headquarters. Voter registration closes fifteen days prior to any election.

“History is a river that may take us at will. 
But we have the power to navigate, to choose 

direction and make our passage together.”

http://www.ocvote.com
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2026 Membership
New & Renewal
Apply HERE
Zelle or check accepted 

Bring a Guest
Invite a friend or neighbor

Lunch Fees
$40 Member | $45 Non-Member

Mail-In Address
Please mail check and application to: 

Orange County Golden State 
Republican Women
31103 Rancho Viejo Road,  
Suite #D3292
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 

Membership Questions? 
Jan Day, Chair | 714-747-6339
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$45

$75

$35

BRING A FRIEND AND RECEIVE 3 FREE RAFFLE TICKETS

OCGSRW February Meeting Recap

OCGSRW Members got a glimpse into the state of the city of San Juan Capistrano from Mayor John Campbell. His presentation generated some good question 
which the Mayor happily answered during and after the meeting. The Mayor assisted Phoebe by selecting the winning ticket for the gift basket.

More pictures from February meeting with Mayor John Campbell. 
Great information about the city of San Juan Capistrano and the 
impacts of the state overreach.

We had a very nice lunch as well!
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Democrats are doing it again…raising taxes! But they say that they are 
merely proposing a study before they enact this new tax on us. We 
know that this is just another Trojan Horse effect to be able to find new 
ways to raise more taxes. 

Surprise, surprise… the bill is motivated by declining gas tax revenues 
as more Californians are driving electric vehicles and fuel-efficient cars.
A recent report indicated that California’s gas tax is currently $0.61 
per gallon, which generates billions of dollars annually, but the 
Transportation Commission projects a loss in revenue over the next 
decade to be around $31.3 billion dollars. 

The bill, AB 1421 aims to explore a fair way for motorists to contribute 
to transportation funding potentially replacing or supplementing the 
gas tax. You’re probably wondering how they can achieve this? The 
mileage tax could range from 6-9 cents per mile which for an average 
driver traveling 15,000 miles per year could amount to $900 – $1,200 
annually. Collection methods under consideration include odometer 
readings, GPS tracking or other reporting mechanisms which 
translates to me that they will have a constant eye on what we do and 
where we go. 

Why is this a surprise. This is when you begin to consider giving 
lawmakers in Sacramento a cognitive test as part of their application 
process to run for office. Here’s the situation: the Democratic majority 
have pushed the need for all of us in California to have electric vehicles 
to protect the environment and eliminate gas vehicles by 2035. The 
problem with this thinking is that where will money come from to fix 
streets, roads and related infrastructure items? Electric cars and no 
gas cars equals, NO gas tax. The problem with their ideas, is that 
they don’t think things through. They throw an idea in the air, force the 
people to comply and forget about thinking through potential long-term 
consequences. 

As of January 29, 2026, AB 1421 passed the California Assembly and 
was sent to the Senate for further consideration. The bill’s research 
and recommendations are due by January 1, 2027, after which the 
Legislature may consider enacting a mileage-based tax system. 

We must continue to contact Sacramento lawmakers in your area 
both Republican and Democrat and tell them to vote NO on this 
study and stop any consideration for a Mileage tax.

📞  THE ACTION LIST: CALL THESE 9 SENATORS ANYTIME
Note: You can call any time—even at midnight! If it is after office hours, simply leave a voicemail. Staffers are required to log every message, 
and a full voicemail box sends a powerful signal that the public is watching. 

🎤 SAMPLE VOICEMAIL SCRIPT (Perfect for late-night calls!)

“Hi, my name is [Your Name] and I am a taxpayer from [Your Location]. 
I am calling to urge Senator [Senator’s Name] to support and pass the SAVE Act. We must secure our elections by requiring documented 
proof of citizenship for voter registration.”

1.	 John Thune (Majority Leader):  
	 202-224-2321 (SD)

2.	 Rand Paul: 202-224-4343 (KY)

3.	 Thom Tillis: 202-224-6342 (NC)

4.	 Todd Young: 202-224-5623 (IN)

5.	 Jerry Moran: 202-224-6521 (KS)

6.	 Susan Collins: 202-224-2523 (ME)

7.	 Chuck Grassley: 202-224-3744 (IA)

8.	 Lisa Murkowski: 202-224-6665 (AK)

9.	 Mitch McConnell: 202-224-2541 (KY)

ALERT...ALERT...ALERT
State Assembly Bill to Study Mileage Based Road Fees… Just Another Tax on the People

‼️ CALL TO ACTION: PROTECT THE VALUE OF YOUR VOTE ‼️
By: Linda Mortimore

Treasurer Needed ASAP

I seriously love being Treasurer and being involved with OCGSRW.  I’m simply not home enough to do this job and I don’t want to 
not do it to the best of my abilities, so it’s time to hand over the reins. 

Requirements and responsibilities include:

If you’re interested, please contact Linda Koeling at 650-464-2479.

Regards,
Carol Allen

•	 Proficient in Excel and Quicken 

•	 Keep track of all club finances 

•	 Check people into our monthly meetings 

•	 Upload the per capita to GSRW  

•	 Attend Board meetings 

•	 Provide monthly reports 

•	 Provide a yearly budget (2026 is already done)

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=233c6c068cc152878d5ea0b8f355d41210872ee294132542f8b6eff2616cf8f9JmltdHM9MTc3MTcxODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=30984541-8c17-619d-3bb8-53a88df96094&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90cmFja2JpbGwuY29tL2JpbGwvY2FsaWZvcm5pYS1hc3NlbWJseS1iaWxsLTE0MjEtdmVoaWNsZXMtcm9hZC11c2FnZS1jaGFyZ2UtdGVjaG5pY2FsLWFkdmlzb3J5LWNvbW1pdHRlZS8yNjcyMTA0Lw
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=233c6c068cc152878d5ea0b8f355d41210872ee294132542f8b6eff2616cf8f9JmltdHM9MTc3MTcxODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=30984541-8c17-619d-3bb8-53a88df96094&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90cmFja2JpbGwuY29tL2JpbGwvY2FsaWZvcm5pYS1hc3NlbWJseS1iaWxsLTE0MjEtdmVoaWNsZXMtcm9hZC11c2FnZS1jaGFyZ2UtdGVjaG5pY2FsLWFkdmlzb3J5LWNvbW1pdHRlZS8yNjcyMTA0Lw
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=233c6c068cc152878d5ea0b8f355d41210872ee294132542f8b6eff2616cf8f9JmltdHM9MTc3MTcxODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=30984541-8c17-619d-3bb8-53a88df96094&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90cmFja2JpbGwuY29tL2JpbGwvY2FsaWZvcm5pYS1hc3NlbWJseS1iaWxsLTE0MjEtdmVoaWNsZXMtcm9hZC11c2FnZS1jaGFyZ2UtdGVjaG5pY2FsLWFkdmlzb3J5LWNvbW1pdHRlZS8yNjcyMTA0Lw
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=233c6c068cc152878d5ea0b8f355d41210872ee294132542f8b6eff2616cf8f9JmltdHM9MTc3MTcxODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=30984541-8c17-619d-3bb8-53a88df96094&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90cmFja2JpbGwuY29tL2JpbGwvY2FsaWZvcm5pYS1hc3NlbWJseS1iaWxsLTE0MjEtdmVoaWNsZXMtcm9hZC11c2FnZS1jaGFyZ2UtdGVjaG5pY2FsLWFkdmlzb3J5LWNvbW1pdHRlZS8yNjcyMTA0Lw
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Do You Know How to Catch Wild Pigs?
Author: Unknown

There was a chemistry professor in a large college that had some 
exchange students in the class. One day while the class was in the lab, 
the professor noticed one young man, an exchange student, who kept 
rubbing his back and stretching as if his back hurt.

The professor asked the young man what was the matter. The student 
told him he had a bullet lodged in his back. He had been shot while 
fighting communists in his native country who were trying to overthrow 
his country’s government and install a new communist regime. In the 
midst of his story, he looked at the professor and asked a strange 
question. He asked: “Do you know how to catch wild pigs?”

The professor thought it was a joke and asked for the punch line. The 
young man said that it was no joke. “You catch wild pigs by finding a 
suitable place in the woods and putting corn on the ground. The pigs 
find it and begin to come every day to eat the free food”.

“When they are used to coming every day, you put a fence down one 
side of the place where they are used to coming. When they get used to 
the fence, they begin to eat the corn again and you put up another side 
of the fence”. “They get used to that and start to eat again.

You continue until you have all four sides of the fence up with a gate in 
the last side”. “The pigs, which are used to the free corn, start to come 
through the gate to eat that free corn again. You then slam the gate on 
them and catch the whole herd”.

“Suddenly the wild pigs have lost their freedom. They run around and 
around inside the fence, but they are caught. Soon they go back to 
eating the free corn. They are so used to it that they have forgotten how 
to forage in the woods for themselves, so they accept their captivity.”

The young man then told the professor that is exactly what he sees 
happening in America. The government keeps pushing us toward 
Communism/Socialism and keeps spreading the free corn out in the 
form of programs such as supplemental income, tax credit for unearned 
income, tax exemptions, tobacco subsidies, dairy subsidies, payments 
not to plant crops (CRP), welfare entitlements, medicine, drugs, etc., 
while we continually lose our freedoms, just a little at a time as the 
government forces us to participate in many of these programs whether 
or not we want to.

One should always remember two truths: There is no such thing as a 
free lunch, and you can never hire someone to provide a service for you 
cheaper than you can do it yourself. If you see that all of this wonderful 
government “help” is a problem confronting the future of democracy in 
America, you might want to share this with your friends.

God help us all when the gate slams shut!

Quote for today: “The problems we face today are there because the 
people who work for a living are now outnumbered by those that vote 
for a living.”

This is for all you educated people that think uneducated people are dumb. Let’s see how this works out for you and your family if this country keeps 
pushing for socialism.  CRITICAL LIFE LESSON.

Leadership
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JUST FOR LAUGHS
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DIRECTORY OF STATE & FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVES 

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT 71
Assemblywoman Kate 
Sanchez 
Serves OC cities of 
Mission Viejo, 
Rancho Santa Margarita, 
and unincorporated 
areas of Orange County

DISTRICT OFFICE
22342 Avenida Empresa 	
Suite 275
Rancho Santa Margarita, 
CA 92688
949-459-7170
ad71.asmrc.org

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0071
916-319-2071

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT 72
Assemblywoman 
Diane Dixon 
Serves OC cities of Aliso 
Viejo, Lake Forest, 
Laguna Beach, 
Laguna Hills, and 
Laguna Woods 

DISTRICT OFFICE		
4100 MacArthur Blvd.
Suite 340 
Newport Beach, 
CA 92660
949-798-7221  
ad72.asmrc.org

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0072
916-319-2072

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT 74
Assemblywoman 
Laurie Davies 
Serves OC cities of 
Laguna Niguel, 
Dana Point, San Juan 
Capistrano, and 
San Clemente 

DISTRICT OFFICE 	 
32332 Camino 
Capistrano  
Suite 102A  
San Juan Capistrano, 
CA 92675  
949-240-7300 
ad74.asmrc.org

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0074
916-319-2074

STATE SENATE 
DISTRICT 37 
Senator Dave Min (D)	
DISTRICT OFFICE		
2151 Michelson Dr 
Suite 258
Irvine,CA 92612
949-223-5472		
Senator.Min@
Senate.ca.gov 

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
1021 O Street 
Suite 6710
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-651-4037

STATE SENATE 
DISTRICT 38
Senator Catherine 
Blakespear

DISTRICT OFFICE
24031 El Toro Rd 
Suite 201A
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-598-5850
Senator.Blakespear@
Senate.ca.gov 

STATE CAPITOL 
OFFICE
1021 O Street 
Suite 7340
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-651-4038

President Donald Trump (R)
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500 
202-456-1414 
whitehouse.gov

Governor Gavin Newsom (D)
Office of the Governor State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814 
916-445-2841
gov.ca.gov

Katrina Foley, 5th Dist.
Orange County Board of Supervisors
400 W. Civic Center Drive
Santa Ana, CA 92701
714-834-3550

U.S. Senator Adam Shiff (D)
Hart Building #154
Washington, D.C. 20515
202-225-7000

U.S. Congressman Mike Levin 
(D-49th Dist.)
33282 Golden Lantern, Suite 102
Dana Point, CA 92629
949-281-2449

U.S. Senator Alex Padilla (D)
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3553 | 202-228-3789

Don Wagner, 3rd Dist.
OC Board of Supervisors
400 W Civic Center Dr. 
Santa Ana, CA. 92701 
714-834-3330
Donald.wagner@ocgov.com

ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad71.asmrc.org
ad74.asmrc.org

mailto:Senator.Min%40%0DSenate.ca.gov?subject=
mailto:Senator.Min%40%0DSenate.ca.gov?subject=
mailto:Senator.Blakespear%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
mailto:Senator.Blakespear%40Senate.ca.gov?subject=
whitehouse.gov
gov.ca.gov
mailto:Donald.wagner%40ocgov.com?subject=


31103 Rancho Viejo Road, Suite #D3292  •  San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675-1759

City of Aliso Viejo 
12 Journey, Suite 100
Aliso Viejo, CA 92656
949-425-2500 
avcity.org

City of Dana Point
33282 Golden Lantern
Dana Point, CA 92629
949-248-3500
danapoint.org

City of Laguna Beach 
505 Forest Avenue
Laguna Beach, CA 92651
949-497-3311 
lagunabeachcity.net

City of Laguna Hills 
24035 El Toro Road
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-707-2600 
ci.laguna-hills.ca.us

City of Laguna Niguel 
30111 Crown Valley Parkway 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
949-362-4300  
cityoflagunaniguel.org 

City of Laguna Woods  
24264 El Toro Road
Laguna Woods, CA 92637 
949-639-0500 
cityoflagunawoods.org 

City of Lake Forest  
100 Civic Center Drive 
Lake Forest, CA 92630 
949-461-3400  
lakeforestca.gov 

City of Mission Viejo 
200 Civic Center
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
949-470-3000 
cityofmissionviejo.org 

City of Rancho Santa Margarita  
22112 El Paseo
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
949-635-1800 
cityofrsm.org 

City of San Clemente 
910 Calle Negocio 2nd Floor 
San Clemente, CA 92673 
949-361-8200  
san-clemente.org 

City of San Juan Capistrano  
30448 Rancho Viejo Road, Suite 110 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
949-493-1171  
sanjuancapistrano.org

STAY INFORMED!!
CITY CONTACT INFORMATION

Check Council Meetings /Agendas 

https://avcity.org
https://www.danapoint.org
https://www.lagunabeachcity.net
https://www.ci.laguna-hills.ca.us
http://www.cityoflagunaniguel.org
https://www.cityoflagunawoods.org
https://www.lakeforestca.gov
https://cityofmissionviejo.org 
https://www.cityofrsm.org
https://www.san-clemente.org 
https://www.sanjuancapistrano.org

