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UCC at the 
Poor People's Campaign 
in Washington DC!

 

   
 

 
 

Beginning Sunday June 5, we will
once again be sharing refreshments
and loving conversations following

our worship service. This is the first
time we will be doing this inside

since COVID. It is a great joy to be
able to have this important
companionship each week. 

We do know that this is a time when
masks will come off. Please be

cognizant of those who are not able
to participate in taking off their

masks and allow plenty of room at
the exits for those of us who need

to steer clear of a “maskless”
gathering. 

 
Connie Cook, the Chair of

Hospitality will have a sign up sheet
for you to offer your time and
talents to contribute to future

hospitality hours. This is a gift and
a way in which we bless one
another! See you on Sunday!

Hospitality Time Reopens
at FCCM   

 By: Connie Cook 
 

 June 18, 2022 was 54 years since Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and many others called

for a "revolution of values" in America that
became known as the Poor People's

Campaign. As Wendy Black and I attended this
year's rally we heard Rev. Dr. King's youngest
daughter, Rev. Bernice King state that "He did
not live to see the 1st campaign, however, on
June 19, 1968, my mother, Coretta Scott King,
was in our nation's capital during the initial
Poor People's Campaign...and she made the

appeal that poverty is not a longstanding evil
of the nation, but an actual act of violence

against the dignity, livelihood and humanity
of it citizens." 

   Throughout the event we heard the many
voices from all walks of life state that "we

won't be silent anymore". The campaign has
made me much more aware of the reality of
statistics in our nation as the richest in the
history of the world yet the many millions

considered poor and low-wealth people in our
society today. We heard personal stories from

all 50 states fighting for access to voting,
living wages, health coverage, housing and

the right to form unions in their workplaces.  
   Traveling with 15 others from the Loomis,

CA, UCC church led by their Pastor Rev. Casey
Tannin was an experience that I am still

absorbing as I continue to reflect on how I can
apply the messages and not be silent

anymore. Locally, I see the great need for
affordable housing for our working families

and homeless alike. Being poor is not a Red or
Blue issue -- it is a right or wrong issue. As said
by union leader Fred Redmond, "Being poor is
not a crime. Poverty exists because we allow

it to exist."  
   Make your voice known, make your vote

count. For more information
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org

https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/


Moderator Message    
 
Service Opportunities

 The Blessings Box is looking a little
sad. Because folks don’t always have

access to a kitchen or meal prep
space, we really need to get more

ready to eat canned foods in there.
Spaghetti, ravioli, hearty soups,

tuna are all excellent options. Cans
with a flip lid are preferable to the

ones that require a can opener.
Thank you in advance for being
generous with our neighbors in

need. Also, a big THANK YOU to all
who have contributed in the last

couple of weeks. 

 

Hello everyone, the Parish Care Team
for our church would like to invite

you to consider volunteering to be an
occasional driver for individuals in
our church who need to get to or

return from an appointment, or to
pick up and deliver a prescription

from one of the local pharmacies. The
Parish Care Team will make the

arrangements and call you when you
are needed. If you have questions,

you may call me. My number is in the
church directory. 

 
The Parish Care Team has 5 members,

Carol Dougherty, Marilyn Baisel,
Miriam Thorsen, Judy Regalia and Pat

LaMont. Thank you so much!! Pat
LaMont

I would like to first extend a big thank you
to everyone for a wonderful annual

congregation meeting. Your attendance is
so valued. We are pleased that we needed
no budget adjustments and that giving is

in keeping with our pledges. 
 
 

We welcome our faithful new Council members. They are
as follows: 

Moderator: Carrie Shinn
Vice Moderator: Barbara Olivier

Clerk: Marie Studebaker
Treasurer: Patty Haskell

Assistant Treasurer: Shad Sundberg
Financial Secretary: Gary Carson-Hull

Assistant Financial Secretary: Karl Graves
Members at Large: Liz Tussey, Joe Jackson

Men's Fellowship President: Gary Carson-Hull
 We also have new Committee Chairs and they are as

follows: 
Christian Enrichment: Tanya Sundberg

Finance & Facilities: Matt Graham
Hospitality: Connie Cook

Outreach & Social Justice: Lynne Bird
Parish Care: Carol Dougherty

Stewardship: Carrie Shinn
We are rejoicing that so many of you offered your service
to God through our time and talent sheets. We are excited

about all the possibilities of sharing God's love in our
community through the coming program year. 

 



Treasurer's Article

 
The Summer 2022 Directory is

finally done! Thank you to all who
provided updated photos and

contact info. If you see that we
have the incorrect info or would like

your picture included or changed,
don't worry! We will be updating it
again for the Winter 2023 edition.

We like to keep this directory
current, as it is an invaluable

resource for our congregation to
stay connected. You can pick up
your copy at the church office, in

the Social Hall on Sundays, or
contact Jenny at the office to have

a digital copy emailed to you. 

We are pleased to announce the
return of Taize services on the

first Wednesday of every
month at 7pm in the Sanctuary. 

Taizé As I prepared to write an article for my
“new job” as Treasurer I didn't know
where to begin. We have so many
projects going on that it is hard to keep it
all straight. We have been busy with the
solar project, purchasing a new organ and 

 

 The good news is the funds are there to do these projects
and to pay our staff, thanks to the generosity of the

Congregation. The teams have done a good job managing
their budgets and spending wisely. We have restricted

money in the budget for camperships for helping our youth
attend camp this summer and for the Christian Education
Director wages. We continue to monitor our endowment

investments, which have been correcting themselves.
Needless to say, I think the Church finances are in good

shape and no budget adjustments are needed. 
As we enter into our summer activities, please continue with

your generous contributions to our Church. We will be
looking forward to our solar panels and our new Christian
Education Director. Please don’t hesitate to call me if you
have any questions on the finances of the church.   -Patty

 

continuing our support for our local partner, The Resource
Connection/ Food Bank. We now have a new secretary and
will are advertising for the CE director position. All of these

items effect the budget and the financial health of the church.

We had our Strengthen the Church offering last
month and our members sure came through! We were

able to raise $433 for our church through your
generous offerings. 

Many thanks to all who contributed! 



This year's Vacation Bible School
will be held July 25 - 29 at FCCM.
The theme for this year's camp is

"Compassion Camp - Changing the
World With Loving Kindness" 

Recycling    
 First Wednesday of every OTHER

month. Next one is July 6. 
Please have all your items sorted

and masks are required when
dropping off your recycling.

 
 

Thank you! 

 
 

Did you know that our UCC Conference has camping opportunities for our
children and volunteer positions for adults? In the past we have had

children and youth attend who shared that this experienced geared them
toward careers and life choices of service to others and impacted their

faith journey in a powerful and positive way. We have scholarships for our
children. If you would like your child to attend, there is a Junior camp July
17-23 for children entering 3 to 6th grades in the fall of 2022. The cost is

$270 but we have camperships if needed. You can also volunteer while
your child participates in the marvelous programs. There is also a camp

for Youth in grades 7 to 12 on July 24-30. Call the church office to
register your child and call Jennie Hobson at (559-893-3430) to

volunteer.  You may also call our own Tami Chestnut for more
information. She is going to be the Camp Nurse July 17-23. Her phone

number is: 209-728-7259.

UCC Camping Changes Lives!

Compassion Camp is a program where kids and families explore
what it means to have compassion for others, ourselves, and the

world. As we look around the world, our deep need for
compassion becomes more evident with each passing day,

perhaps now more than ever. Compassion Camp’s goal is to
cultivate compassion for each other, ourselves, and the world.

We will examine different places in our lives where we can
cultivate compassion. Using each of the Compassion Camp

components, we’ll explore themes of compassion as they relate
to each session’s scripture.

LGBTQ
 

We are continuing with the schedule
for youth on the 1st and 3rd

Tuesdays of each month at 7pm to
8:30pm via Zoom.

Thank you for your support and for
sharing this information with those
who can benefit from the support of

this group!
 

Thank you,
Matthew Johnson

(209) 352-1828
"Love Never Fails..."

Call the church office to register!



New Members
Welcomed on 

Pentecost Sunday

Pastor Bonnie and the rest of the congregation
were pleased to welcome several new

members to our church. It was a wonderful
reception, and that chocolate cake was

delicious! It is always a pleasure to expand our
community and a lovely time was had by all.

There were also baptisms that took place with
Jodie Gibson, Marian Picher, Erika and Henry

Ayers. How joyful!   



 

Mark and Patricia McCormick join us from Valley
Springs. Mark is a retired Youth Therapist for Calaveras
County Behavioral Health. Patricia is a retired Special
Education teacher. Mark's church experience comes

primarily from the Catholic Church where he served in
Music Ministry and Parish Council for over 30 years.
They have two grown children, Liam and Lin. They

enjoy a wide variety of hobbies including gardening,
hiking, fishing, and are committed to social justice

issues.  

Marie Studebaker was raised in Cloverdale, CA where
she was baptized into the Cloverdale Congregational

Church and attended until she was 18. She received her
B.A. in Education at Southern Oregon University and her
Masters in Counseling from Seattle, WA. She was in the

Peace Corps for 2 1/2 years in Brazil. She married in
1977 and lived in Montana for 22 years, raising a

daughter and a son. Her husband died in 2004 from
Agent Orange exposure from his service in Vietnam. She
retired in 2014 from the Juvenile Justice System where

she served for 30 years working with Juvenile Offenders.
Her children moved to California which caused her to

follow. She has lived in Copperopolis since 2017. Marie
volunteers for the Master Gardeners in Calaveras

County, is an active member of Amador Flyfishers and
sings with the Columbia Chorus. She feels very blessed
to have found FCCM and is looking forward to meeting

all of you. 



 
 

 

Camping With the

Justin Glessman Chris Barton &

Hutton Pratt
Sanders and Gary

Hutton Pratt
Tommy Pratt J.T. Glessman

Alan Horvath
Angelia Yu Ranger Teddie



BIG TREES

Hazel & Dylan
Shinn Pastor Bonnie &

Dr. Daryl
Peter, Vanessa,

and Beni

Carrie, Doug,
Jeri

Hiro Phillips Jeri & Gary

Leslie (Mary Kelly's
future daughter-in-

law) Tanya & Shad The boys go
hiking!



The scriptures tell us: “Do not worry about

anything, but in everything by prayer and

supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests

be made known to God. 

Philippians 4:6

We continue to witness the stories of how God

answers our prayers!

God hears our cries and answers them. 

Let us pray daily for the following members and 

 friends of our community:

 

All those who are ill
Sharon Grassmyer & Family 

Shirley Soderer & Family 

Joanie Singleton 

Tabitha Kremesec 

Connie Cook & Family 

Mary Dahl 

Hilary Oldenkamp 

Angela Patterson 

Diane Brown & Jesse Hampton & Family

Patti & Steve Pollock 

Laura Argento & Sally Elliott 

The Bissell Family 

Monika Riedel 

Tracy Ellifritz 

Kelly Ellifritz

Alan & Dodi Horvath

Jody Quick

Elspeth Mann

Vee Domazlicky & Family

Don Anctil

The Pratt Family

Caity Johnson

Geroge Glessman

BIRTHDAYS
July

Jeff Chadwick 2
 Faye Morrison 2

 Wendy Glessman 8 
 Teglene Ryan 12
 Lynne Klein 15

 Celine Breen 18
Valerie Shinn 24 

 Mandy DeSmidt 26
 Karl Graves 31 

Prayers answered

Items Needed 

for VBS!

We are in need of a
wooden pallet and
24 sticks to be used
for walking sticks.

Please call the
church office if you
are able to donate

these items. 
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Staff

Pastor Rev. Dr. Bonnie Hollinger

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. John Randlett

Music Director Dr. Daryl Hollinger

Secretary Jenny Fuqua

Custodian Peter Marai-Muro

Childcare Worker Angelia Yu

 

Officers

Moderator Carrie Shinn

Vice Moderator Barbara Olivier

Secretary Marie Studebaker

Treasurer Patty Haskell

Assistant Treasurer Shad Sundberg

Financial Secretary Gary Carson-Hull

 

THE NUGGET
 

First Congregational Church of Murphys
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

PO Box 48
509 N. Algiers Street
Murphys, CA 95247

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

 
            DATED MATERIAL— DO NOT DELAY           

JUNE  2022
 

Phone: 209.728.3141
Email: nugget@fccmurph.org
Webpage: www.fccmurph.org

God’s love echoes through us to all creation.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, MURPHYS MISSION STATEMENT
We believe that all people are beloved by God and we strive to serve as a welcoming and nurturing church community to discern

the Bible with insight for today and to live out Christ’s teachings.
The Nugget Committee invites you to submit articles of interest and wishes to stress that the deadline is always the 15th of each

month.  
The Committee reserves the right to edit submissions for length and content.  

www.ucc.org


