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Pastor Bonnie is back!
Feel free to stop by the church
office on Thursday, August 3

anytime from 10am - noon for
refreshments and to welcome her

home from her sabbatical. 

Many thanks to our sabbatical Pastors!
A special thank you to our

wonderful substitute
preachers, Rev. Penny Sarvis
and Rev. Marty Williams.
Together, they have served
our church faithfully and

joyfully. It has been a
pleasure having the

opportunity to work with
both of them. 



Treasurer's Article
It is hard to believe that summer is half over. I hope everyone is
enjoying the warm weather and staying cool. The Solar project is

officially completed, we just received the final approval from PG&E
at the beginning of July. We should start saving on utilities now,  

 especially with all the warm weather. Pledges are strong and
expenses are down for the year. We are short $5000 in the fund
raisers account, but we have the Peddlers Fair coming in August.
This fundraiser should make up that short fall. Thanks for all your

financial support. Patty

We need a volunteer to oversee a yard sale at

Union on 8/12. No moving of stuff required, we

just need someone to be present to allow people

to look at stuff in basement, Sunday School room,

etc. Anything not sold (or taken) will go up to the

Peddlers Fair. The less we have to transport to

Murphys, the better. Call the church office or

Joe Jackson if you are able to help!

We have several members who are in

need of transportation to and from

church, as well as other errands. If

you can help, please reach out to the

Parich Care Team or the church office. 



 

By the time this is written the youth will have gone and
returned from Camp Tamarack.  Stella, JT, Gabe and Solomon
went this year and Tanya went as a Camp Counselor. I am sure 

Christian Education Recap

Vacation Bible School
August 7- 11, 2023 

9am - 12pm 
 

Join us for Sunday
School! 

Every Sunday from
9:45 - 11:45 am

they had a wonderful time. Make sure and ask them about it. 
In other news, we are busy preparing for Vacation Bible School. It will be held
August 7-11th, the first week Pastor Bonnie is back. We will be tie dying t-shirts
the first day, making lasagna on Thursday and having a picnic in the Murphys
park on Friday.It will be a busy, fun time for all. Please spread the word about it.
VBS is for children 4-11 years old. The Junior High and high school students will
be helpers (shepherds) for the younger children, and will receive a special gift at
the end of VBS. Let us know if you have an older student who would like to help
out. Hope everyone is staying cool. -Patty 



I first met Barbara Peterson as a neighbor. One of our monthly game
nights fell the night before her 80th birthday. Learning that her

family planned a gathering later in the week, many made suggestions
and offers to include her on her birthday which she responded "maybe"
" I'll think about it", "I'm not sure", etc. However, when it was my turn

I said "I'm going to church-- you are welcome to join me". Her
immediate answer was "Yes". From that 

 week on she attended regularly, got involved with Women's Fellowship, served on Worship Team
and often volunteered as a literigist and ushering. 

Barbara enjoyed the Chocolate Festival bringing her famous Naiamo Bars and serving coffee. 
Barbara was raised in Vancouver, British Columbia, and moved to San Jose with her husband and

young family. 
Her love of children and animals continued throughout her life. As a young girl she was an
accomplished dressage horse competitor. Her interest in anything connected with horses was

always part of her life. We all knew that Kentucky Derby day was her MOST favorite day of the
year. A recent great joy was her visit with Marilyn Baisel to her daughter's horse ranch near

Lockeford and seeing the young colts.
After moving to Murphys Barbara enjoyed a career in real estate and worked at the Murphys

hotel. She was often recruited to play competitive Bridge. 
Looking forward to joining Barbara's family on August 19th to celebrate their mother,

grandmother and friend. 
Submitted by: Connie Cook

 

 

Remembering Barbara Peterson

Sharon Grassmyer, Margaret White, Barbara Peterson, Feb. 2020



Long time member, Gail Withuhn passed into eternal
rest on July 3, 2023. There will be a celebration of
life at UCC Murphys on Saturday October 14, the

time is TBD. In the meantime, cards can be sent to: 
The Withuhn Family P.O. Box 561 Burson, CA 95225 

In memory of Gail Withuhn



 

Congratulations, Peter!

After 4 and 1/2 years of paperwork and appointments, Peter Marai-

Muro is a Citizen of the United States. A small celebration, put

together by the Hospitality committee, was held for him on Sunday,

July 16. Congratulations, Peter! We are so proud to welcome you!



The reader board
is back! Thank you,
Joe Jackson for
repairing this! 

Book Study meetings: 
August 17, 2 - 4pm
August 31, 2 - 4pm

The Book Club is part of our
Christian Education program and
meets every other Thursday in the

Eastman Education Center. Contact
Patty Haskell or Liz Tussey for more

details. 

The Knitters and Hookers will have their next gathering on August 16. They meet
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 11am - 2pm at Liz Tussey's house. 

Small Group Meetings:
 

August 8:  South Grove Bunch
5:30pm in Eastman Contact Faye Morrison

 
August 11: The Wanderers 

10am in Murphys Contact Marilyn Baisel.
 

August 15: Cottage Circle
10 am in Murphys home Contact Meg Self.

 
August 22: Small Group #5

10am in Murphys home Contact Pam Kimes. 
 

August 23: Angels Angels
11am at Union Contact Barb Olivier. 

 
*note that our Family Program Small Group

will not be meeting during the summer.
They will be back in September.  



 

Upcoming Events

Worship at White
Pines

August 20th,
10am

PEDDLERS'
FAIRE

Aug. 25 - 26
 
 

$40/double space
Contact Joe Jackson

for more details.



Community Resources

The Resource Connection Food Bank 
USDA Commodities Schedule and Locations

*1st Thursday of the month 9:00am - 11:00am
(income qualified)

 ARNOLD CHAPEL IN THE PINES 2286
CEDAR LANE; 795-1064

 
COPPEROPOLIS ARMORY 695 MAIN

STREET; 785-2275
 

 RAILROAD FLAT COMMUNITY BIBLE
CHURCH 

56 RAILROAD FLAT ROAD; 293-7307
 

 SAN ANDREAS CALAVERAS SENIOR
CENTER 

956 MOUNTAIN RANCH ROAD; 754-1257
 

 ANGELS CAMP FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
1555 DEPOT ROAD; 736-2464

 
 VALLEY SPRINGS COMMUNITY UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH 
135 LAUREL STREET; 772-2429

 
 WEST POINT VFW BUILDING 202

SPINKS ROAD; 293-3322
 

 MOUNTAIN RANCH COMMUNITY
RESOURCE CENTER 

7869 WHISKEY SLIDE ROAD; 754-4073

https://goo.gl/maps/fgiuf2aw2ds
https://goo.gl/maps/2fhWwL2QuiD2
https://goo.gl/maps/cGm4swdurAA2
https://goo.gl/maps/TbPoybCHEoo
https://goo.gl/maps/YSfnHcpUiat
https://goo.gl/maps/xxo4ZZCibxJ2
https://goo.gl/maps/BgZ7tbDNoWu
https://goo.gl/maps/5T8yL2JYbw62


Prayers answered

The scriptures tell us: “Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by

prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made

known to God. 
Philippians 4:6

We continue to witness the stories of how
God answers our prayers!

God hears our cries and answers them. 
Let us pray daily for the following

members and  friends of our community:
 

 

 
 
 
 

Gary Carson-Hull 2
Tami Chesnut 2

Colby Inks 3
Karen Rojas 4

Patti Hennessee 7
Teddie Jackson 7

Liz Graham 7
Hank Fletcher 12

Teri Olivas 13
Diane Hosmer 13
Maria Restivo 14

Lynne Schneider 17
Bob Henning 19
Erin Borean 20
David Kelly 28

Diane Hosmer 31
 
 

August

Birthdays

 
 
 

All those who are ill: 
Lynne Bird

Dodi Horvath
Gail Williams
Tommy Pratt
Tom Black 

Shirley Soderer
Tabitha Kremesec
Hilary Oldenkamp
Angela Patterson
Tracey Ellifritz
Maggie Di Dio

John G. 
Neil P.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, MURPHYS MISSION STATEMENT
We believe that all people are beloved by God and we strive to serve as a welcoming and nurturing church

community to discern the Bible with insight for today and to live out Christ's teachings. 
The Nugget Committee invites you to submit articles of interest and wishes to stress that the deadline in

always the 15th of each month. 
The Committee reserves the right to edit submissions for length and content. 

www.ucc.org

Staff
Pastor Rev. Dr. Bonnie Hollinger

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. John Randlett
Music Director Dr. Daryl Hollinger

Secretary Jenny Fuqua
Custodian Peter Marai-Muro

Christian Ed Director Patty Haskell
Childcare Shayanna DuCharme

 
Officers

Moderator Carrie Shinn
Vice Moderator Barbara Olivier

Treasurer Patty Hskell
Assistant Treasurer Shad Sundberg

Financial Secretary Gary Carson-Hull

THE NUGGET
 

First Congregational Church of Murphys
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

PO Box 48
509 N. Algiers Street
Murphys, CA 95247

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

 
DATED MATERIAL - DO NOT DELAY

AUGUST 2023
 

Phone: (209)728-3141
Email: nugget@fccmurph.org
Webpage: www. fccmurph.org

God's love echoes through us to all creation. 


