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P L E A S E  J O I N  U S  O N  Z O O M

F O L L O W I N G  W O R S H I P !  Y O U

A R E  N E E D E D  T O  V O T E  O N

P O S S I B L E  B Y - L A W  C H A N G E S ,

N E W  O F F I C E R S  A N D  M O R E .  

M a r k  y o u r

c a l e n d a r s - t h e

f i r s t  o u t s i d e

s e r v i c e  w i l l  b e

J u n e  2 7 t h  a t

1 0 : 0 0  i n  t h e

c h u r c h  p a r k i n g

l o t .  M o r e

i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l

b e  c o m i n g .   

 

 

We are in the EASTER

season!  The color is white



 

 

Since the beginning of the pandemic we have had a variety of online
worship experiences. First, Pastor Bonnie and Daryl led worship from the
sanctuary live on Sunday mornings. Then they switched to recording it
ahead of Sunday and posting the recording on YouTube and Facebook.
When Pastor Bonnie had to have surgery, we switched to Zoom worship
at 11 AM on Sundays. Now Penny and I and a few others join Daryl for
those services. They have their joys and their challenges!
Among the challenges: 
• We miss a lot of people – those who can’t or don’t use Zoom or don’t
have good internet connection. We see a smaller group every Sunday.
And we miss hugs!
• We miss the variety of music – piano, organ, special soloists.
• We are probably missing the funds that come in from the plate
collections when we are in person. We must remember to send a check or
go online.
• For me, the preacher, I would prefer not to have to look at my own face
while I preach! If I choose speaker view, it is like talking to a mirror. If I
choose gallery view, I can get distracted by people moving around. (When
we are in our own home it can be easier to act on impulses – snack, check
messages, pet the cat…..)
• And then there are the internet connection issues – like Mickey and
Penny being kicked off internet three times as they tried to finish a
sermon 
But there are some joys!
• People who don’t live in the area don’t have to miss church! We often get
to see Dodi and Alan, Laura and Sally, and others. We can have a
countrywide congregation!
• We can build discussion time into the service. In the sanctuary we tend
to stay more formal and don’t think to pause and ask people what they
are seeing.
• We save paper! No order of worship needed! It’s a green service!
• Daryl can work from home as he takes care of Pastor Bonnie.
• I don’t have to worry about what to wear!
• We aren’t tempted by a table full of sugary treats – better for our health.
• And we don’t have to drive to church, making it even more of an 
 ecological event.
So now as we begin to think about the transition to what is next, we can
look at these challenges and joys. Maybe when we return to in-person
worship, there might be things we could do differently. May we return not
to normal but to a new normal!      
                                                                         Rev. Mickey 

W e  a r e  i n d e e d  P h a s i n g

F o r w a r d  a n d  m a k i n g

p r o g r e s s  w i t h  o p e n i n g .  

 O u r  f i r s t  s t e p  i s  t o

a d d r e s s  g r o u p s  o f  a  s m a l l

s i z e .  W h i l e  w e  r e a l i z e

C D C  C O V I D  g u i d e l i n e s

h a v e  r e c e n t l y  c h a n g e d  w e

m u s t  f o l l o w  C a l i f o r n i a ' s

g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  w i l l

c o n t i n u e  t o  s e e k  t h e

s a f e s t  a v e n u e  f o r  u s  t o

g a t h e r .  W e  w i l l  s e n d

f u r t h e r  u p d a t e s  a s  t h e y

a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e

P h a s i n g  F o r w a r d  A d  H o c

C o m m i t t e e  a n d  C o u n c i l .  

 Y o u  m a y  a d d r e s s  a n y

q u e s t i o n s  t o  D i a n e

H o s m e r  R N  M S N  I B C L C

a t

d h o s m e r M S N @ g m a i l . c o m

o r  c a l l / t e x t  t h e  n u m b e r  i n

t h e  d i r e c t o r y .   

 

Z O O M  W O R S H I P ,  

T H E  C H A L L E N G E S

 A N D  J O Y S

S M A L L  G R O U P S



 

 

 

 

 

 

A s  I  w r i t e  t h i s  t o d a y ,  I  t r u l y  w o n d e r ,  a s  J o b  d i d ,  w h a t

i s  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  l i g h t ?   W e  h a v e  a l l  e n d u r e d

e x t r a o r d i n a r y  t i m e s  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  + ;  s o m e  v e r y

d i f f i c u l t ,  s o m e  w o n d e r f u l  a n d  c o m f o r t i n g .   D i d  y o u

r e n e w  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  c l o s e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  i n  y o u r

“ p o d ” ?    O r  m a y b e  r e c o n n e c t  w i t h  s o m e  f a r  a w a y  f r i e n d s

v i a  Z o o m  o r  s o c i a l  m e d i a ?   I  f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  w a s n ’ t

a l l  d i f f i c u l t  i n  s p i t e  o f  C o v i d ,  s e p a r a t i o n ,  i l l n e s s ,  l o s s .  

 A n d  n o w  w e  a r e  n e a r l y  r e a d y  t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  r e a l m  o f

l i g h t !

T h e  P h a s e d  R e - o p e n i n g  A d - h o c  t e a m  i s  h a r d  a t  w o r k

r e v i e w i n g  c u r r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  n e w

o n e s  a s  t h e y  c o m e  o u t  o f  C D C  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  o f

C a l i f o r n i a .   T h e  g o a l  i s  t o  r e s u m e  i n - p e r s o n  m e e t i n g s  a s

s o o n  a s  p r a c t i c a l ,  a s  t h e  t e a m  d e a l s  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  o f

s a n c t u a r y  s i z e ,  s o u n d  s y s t e m s ,  p a r k i n g ,  S u n d a y  S c h o o l

c l a s s e s ,  e t c .   I t ’ s  n o t  a n  e a s y  t a s k  b u t  t h e  b o t t o m  l i n e  i s ,

t h e  t e a m  a n d  C o u n c i l  w a n t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  e n t i r e

c o n g r e g a t i o n  f r o m  e x p o s u r e  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  i l l n e s s  a n d

m o v e  f o r w a r d  w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t  c a r e .

T h e  C o u n c i l  i s  p l a n n i n g  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  t o  b e  h e l d ,

v i a  Z o o m ,  o n  S u n d a y ,  J u n e  1 3 t h .  P l e a s e  p l a n  t o  a t t e n d

a s  w e  w i l l  b e  v o t i n g  o n  t h e  s l a t e  o f  o f f i c e r s  a n d  t e a m

m e m b e r s  f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g  y e a r ,  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a n y

p o s s i b l e  b u d g e t  a d j u s t m e n t s  a n d  t h e  a w a r d i n g  o f  t h e

“ U n s u n g  H e r o ”  a w a r d .  L o o k  f o r  y o u r  m e e t i n g  p a c k e t  v i a

e m a i l  o r  m a i l  i n  e a r l y  J u n e .  P l e a s e  p l a n  t o  a t t e n d  a n d

p a r t i c i p a t e !

A s  w e  l e a v e  t h e  d a r k n e s s  b e h i n d  a n d  m o v e  t o w a r d s  t h e

l i g h t ,  I  p r a y  t h a t  I  w i l l  s e e  e a c h  o f  y o u  s o o n ,  b e  a b l e  t o

g i v e  y o u  a  s m i l e  a n d  a  h u g  a n d  s t a r t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  o u r

n o r m a l  j o y o u s  c h u r c h  a c t i v i t i e s .   

M o v i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  l i g h t …

C a r r i e  S h i n n

M o d e r a t o r

“ H E L L O  D E A R  F R I E N D S .  I

H A V E  B E E N  M O N I T O R I N G

T H E  B L E S S I N G  B O X  A N D

W A N T E D  Y O U  A L L  T O  K N O W ,

T H A T  I T  I S  F U L L Y  S T O C K E D

A N D  W E  H A V E  C U P B O A R D S

I N S I D E  E A S T M A N  T H A T  A R E

F I L L E D  W I T H  F O O D .  S O ,  A T

T H I S  T I M E  W E  D O N ’ T  N E E D

A N Y  M O R E  F O O D

D O N A T I O N S .  W E  H A V E  H A D

S O M E  D O N A T I O N S  O F

F R E S H  P R O D U C E ,  W H I C H  I S

H A R D  T O  K E E P  F R E S H ,  S O  I

W O U L D  A S K  Y O U  N O T  T O

D O N A T E  F R E S H  P R O D U C E

O R  A N Y T H I N G  T H A T  N E E D S

T O  B E  R E F R I G E R A T E D .

T H A N K  Y O U  A L L  F O R  Y O U R

G E N E R O S I T Y  A N D

C O M P A S S I O N  F O R  T H O S E

W H O  U S E  T H I S  B L E S S I N G

B O X . ”

 

J E R I

J O B  3 8 : 1 9  “ W H A T  I S  T H E  W A Y  T O  T H E

R E A L M  O F  L I G H T ?   W H E R E  D O E S

D A R K N E S S  R E S I D E ? ”

M O D E R A T O R ’ S  M U S I N G S

Blessing Box Update



T h a n k s  i n  n o  s m a l l  p a r t  t o  e v e r y o n e ' s  g e n e r o u s

a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  s u p p o r t  i n  a l l  a r e a s  o f  c h u r c h

a c t i v i t y ,  i n c o m e  r e m a i n s  g o o d ,  b u t  l e s s  t h a n

a n t i c i p a t e d ,  m o s t l y  d u e  t o  t h e  p a n d e m i c .  

 E x p e n s e s  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h o u t  m u c h  h a p p e n i n g

w i t h i n  t h e  t e a m s ,  a l s o  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c .  

 W i t h  e x p e n s e s  u n d e r  b u d g e t  a n d  t h e  P P P  m o n e y

r e c e i v e d  i n  M a r c h ,  w e  a r e  h o l d i n g  o u r  o w n .  

 E n d o w m e n t  g r o w t h  i s  a v e r a g i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y

$ 5 0 0 0 / m o n t h  a n d  r e m a i n s  o u r  c o n s i s t e n t

g u a r d i a n  a g a i n s t  a  h u g e  d e f i c i t .  O u r  b u d g e t  i s  a

m o v i n g  t a r g e t  w i t h  p a y r o l l  e x p e n s e s  f l u c t u a t i n g

a n d  i n c o m e  f r o m  c h u r c h  u s e  a n d  f u n d r a i s e r s

t e n t a t i v e  d u e  t o  r a p i d l y  c h a n g i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a n d

c o n c e r n s  f o r  e v e r y o n e ' s  s a f e t y .  A l l  i n  a l l ,  F i r s t

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  U C C  i s  i n  b e t t e r  f i n a n c i a l  s h a p e

t h a n  m a n y  a n d  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  G o d ' s  w o r k  i n

s p i t e  o f  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s .

E n j o y  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  w e a t h e r  a n d  r e g i o n .  S t a y

s a f e ,  a n d  I  w i l l  s e e  y o u  o n  Z o o m  f o r  o u r  a n n u a l

m e e t i n g ,  S u n d a y ,  J u n e  1 3 .

B l e s s i n g  t o  y o u  a l l .

M a n d y  D e  S m i d t ,  T r e a s u r e r

 

T h e  B o o k  S t u d y  g r o u p  i s  s t i l l

o n  h o l d ,  a s  c h u r c h e s  a n d

o t h e r  l a r g e r  g r o u p s  t h a t

g a t h e r  a r e  i n  a  t r a n s i t i o n

p e r i o d .  O u r  c h u r c h  i s

w o r k i n g  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  g e t  u s

b a c k  t o g e t h e r ,  s a f e l y ,  a s

s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h a t

i n c l u d e s  m a n y  a r e a s  o f

a c t i v i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y - S m a l l

G r o u p s .  O u r  b o o k  c h o i c e  f o r

d i s c u s s i o n  i s  " T h e  B o o k  o f

J o y :  L a s t i n g  H a p p i n e s s  i n  a

C h a n g i n g  W o r l d " .  T h e  s u b -

t i t l e  c e r t a i n l y  e x p r e s s e s  t h e

w o r l d  t o d a y .  W h e n

d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f

a  d i s c u s s i o n  o v e r  Z o o m  m a n y

p e o p l e  s h a r e d  t h e i r  d o u b t s

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s .  M a n y

e x p r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d  o f

p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t .  A l s o ,  s o m e

p e o p l e  a r e  " z o o m e d  o u t " ,  s o

t o  s p e a k .  R i g h t  n o w  w e  a r e

l o o k i n g  a t  d i f f e r e n t  o p t i o n s ,

a n d  m a y  n e e d  t o  w a i t  u n t i l

w e  c a n  g e t  t o g e t h e r  i n

p e r s o n  a s  a n  o f f i c i a l  c h u r c h

g r o u p .  W e  w i l l  b e  c o n t a c t i n g

e v e r y o n e  w h o  s i g n e d  u p  f o r

c o m m e n t s .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,

w h i l e  w a i t i n g ,  i f  y o u  w o u l d

l i k e  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e

l e t  u s  k n o w .

 

M a y  y o u  f i n d  j o y  t o d a y ,  a n d

o f t e n ,  L i z  a n d  M a r i l y n

T R E A S U R E R ' S  R E P O R T

Book Study Group



 

What an exciting way to
be part of the UCC

national church! Our
offerings support new

church growth,
initiatives for youth, and
help local churches give
a witness for the love of

God in their
communities. You can
donate online or mail
your gift to the church
office. Make your gift to

FCCM and put
"Strengthen" in the

memo spot.

A l m o s t  a  y e a r  a g o  o n  a  s u n n y  S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e

2 7 t h ,  T e r i ,  I a n  a n d  H i r o  O l i v a s  g a t h e r e d  w i t h  

f r i e n d s ,  f a m i l y  a n d  H a b i t a t  f o r  H u m a n i t y

v o l u n t e e r s  t o  b r e a k  g r o u n d  o n  t h e i r  n e w  h o m e .  

1 1  m o n t h s  l a t e r  t h e  h o u s e  l o o k s  a m a z i n g  a n d

a l m o s t  r e a d y  t o  m o v e  i n .  W h e n  h e l p e r s  a r e

n e e d e d  t o  d o  s o m e  w o r k ,  w e  w i l l  l e t  y o u  k n o w

v i a  e m a i l .  S t a y  t u n e d  f o r  m o r e  n e w s  i n  t h i s

e x c i t i n g  p r o j e c t !  

Update

Stewardship

Special 5 for 5 Offering



                W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  o f  w h e n  y o u  h e a r  a b o u t  a  r e s i l i e n t  p e r s o n ?  

                I s  i t  a  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t  y o u  m u s t  b e  b o r n  w i t h ?

                C a n  r e s i l i e n c e  b e  d e v e l o p e d ?  W h y  i s  i t  o n e  p e r s o n  c a n  a p p e a r  

                t o  f l o a t  t h r o u g h  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  b e c o m e  d e v a s t a t e d  b y  

                s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ?  A r e  t h e r e  w a y s  t o  h e l p  o u r  c h i l d r e n  d e v e l o p  s k i l l s

t o  b e c o m e  m o r e  r e s i l i e n t ?

H u m a n s  o f  a l l  a g e s  h a v e  s t r u g g l e s  i n  l i f e  w i t h  v a r y i n g  l e v e l s  o f  c r i s i s  o r  s t r e s s .  L i f e

e v e n t s  c h a n g e  o u r  s t o r i e s — t h e y  c h a n g e  u s .  I t  o f t e n  s e e m s  s o m e  p e o p l e  h a v e  a n  i n b o r n

u n f l a p p a b i l i t y ,  b u t  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  d e v e l o p  o n e ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  c o p e  w i t h  a d v e r s i t y .  W e  c a n

i m p r o v e  o u r  r e s i l i e n c e ,  a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  f a c e  a d v e r s i t y  w i t h  s t r e n g t h  a n d  g r o w  i n  t h e

p r o c e s s .  R e s i l i e n c y  r e s e a r c h  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  r e s i l i e n c e  i s  o r d i n a r y ,  n o t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y .  

 A s  y o u  g r o w  m o r e  r e s i l i e n t ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  y o u r  l i f e  w i l l  n o t i c e .   

T o o l s  t o  I m p r o v e  R e s i l i e n c e :

B u i l d  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s  –  F o c u s  o n  d e v e l o p i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  e a s i e r  t i m e s  w i t h

t h o s e  w h o m  y o u  t r u s t  t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  v a l i d a t e  y o u .  S o m e  p e o p l e  a r e  i n t r o v e r t e d  a n d

t e n d  t o  i s o l a t e  d u r i n g  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s .  A l l o w  y o u r s e l f  s o m e  c o n n e c t i o n  i n  t h e  t o u g h

t i m e s .  I t  h e l p s  t o  r e m e m b e r  y o u  a r e  n o t  a l o n e .  S e e k  g r o u p s ,  l i k e  t h e  c h u r c h ,  t o  d e v e l o p

h o p e ,  s e n s e  o f  p u r p o s e  a n d  j o y .

A t t e n d  t o  y o u r  H e a l t h  a n d  W e l l n e s s  – S l e e p ,  h y d r a t i o n ,  e m o t i o n s ,  e x e r c i s e ,  p u r p o s e  ( i t

s p e l l s  S H E E P😊 )  a r e  a l l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a f f e c t  e v e r y  a r e a  o f  o u r  l i v e s .  A t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e s e

a r e a s  c a n  h e l p  m a n a g e  s t r e s s  a n d  d e c r e a s e  e f f e c t s  o f  a n x i e t y  a n d  d e p r e s s i o n .  P r a y e r ,

m i n d f u l n e s s  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  j o u r n a l i n g  h e l p  t o  b u i l d  c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d  r e s t o r e  h o p e .  

 T u r n i n g  t o  a l c o h o l ,  d r u g s  o r  o t h e r  s u b s t a n c e s  m a s k s  p a i n  w i t h o u t  b u i l d i n g  r e s i l i e n c y .

B e  P r o a c t i v e  – A c k n o w l e d g e  a n d  a c c e p t  y o u r  e m o t i o n s  w h e n  l i f e  i s  d i f f i c u l t  b u t  u s e  t h e  t i m e  f o r

s e l f - d i s c o v e r y .  B r e a k  b i g  p r o b l e m s  d o w n  t o  m o r e  m a n a g e a b l e  b i t e s .  D e v e l o p  y o u r  s t r e n g t h s  i n

t h e  e a s i e r  t i m e s  u s i n g  t o o l s  l i k e  t h o s e  a t  w w w . h s q . d u k e h e a l t h . o r g / t o o l s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  3  G o o d

T h i n g s ,  a n d  o t h e r  b r i e f  s h o r t - t e r m  t o o l s  t h a t  m a y  c h a n g e  y o u r  l i f e .  S e e k  p r o f e s s i o n a l  h e l p

w h e n  y o u  f e e l  s t u c k  o r  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l .   

E m b r a c e  H e a l t h y  T h o u g h t s  – O u r  t h o u g h t s  c o n t r o l  o u r  e m o t i o n s  a n d  o u r  a c t i o n s .  K e e p

t h i n g s  i n  p e r s p e c t i v e  b y  a v o i d i n g  c a t a s t r o p h i c  " a l l  o r  n o t h i n g '  t h i n k i n g .  Y o u  m a y  n o t

b e  a b l e  t o  c h a n g e  a n  e v e n t ,  b u t  y o u  m a y  c h a n g e  h o w  y o u  i n t e r p r e t  a n d  r e s p o n d  t o  i t .  

 A c c e p t  c h a n g e  a s  p a r t  o f  l i f e .  L e a r n  f r o m  y o u r  p a s t  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  v i s u a l i z e  w h a t  y o u

w a n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s  o n  w h a t  y o u  f e a r .   

G r o w  R e s i l i e n t  C h i l d r e n  – A l l o w  c h i l d r e n  t o  s e e k  t h e i r  o w n  s o l u t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  f i x i n g

p r o b l e m s  f o r  t h e m .  B e  a  l i s t e n i n g  e a r ,  o f f e r  s u p p o r t  a n d  a d v i c e .  I f  y o u r  c h i l d  f e e l s

d e f e a t e d  a n d  s a y s ,  “ I  c a n ’ t . ”  t e a c h  h i m  t o  a d d  “ y e t ”  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e .  

“ … W e  a l s o  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  t r i b u l a t i o n s ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t r i b u l a t i o n  b r i n g s  a b o u t

p e r s e v e r a n c e ;  a n d  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  p r o v e n  c h a r a c t e r ;  a n d  p r o v e n  c h a r a c t e r ,  h o p e .   A n d

h o p e  d o e s  n o t  d i s a p p o i n t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  l o v e  o f  G o d  h a s  p o u r e d  o u t  w i t h i n  o u r  h e a r t s . . . ”

R o m a n s  5 : 3 - 4  N A S B

F C N  T H O U G H T S :  B E C O M E  A  R U B B E R  B A N D — R E S I L I E N C E

J U N E  2 0 2 1



O u r  o n e  a n d  o n l y  M a r g a r e t

W h i t e  c o m e s  e v e r y  d a y  a n d

t a k e s  c a r e  o f  t h e  r o s e s .  B e l o w

y o u  w i l l  s e e  t h e  f r u i t s  o f

M a r g a r e t ’ s  l a b o r  a s  t h e  

r o s e s  a r e  o n c e  a g a i n  b l o o m i n g

b e a u t i f u l l y !
W i t h  y o u r  h e l p  w e  w e r e  a b l e

t o  r a i s e  $ 1 4 1

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r

c o n t r i b u t i o n !  W e  a r e  d o i n g

r e c y c l i n g  e v e r y  o t h e r  m o n t h

o n  t h e  f i r s t  W e d n e s d a y  o f

t h e  m o n t h .  W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o

r e m i n d  y o u  t h a t  w e  c a n ' t

t a k e  a n y  m o r e  g l a s s  i t e m s

a n d  p l e a s e  h a v e  y o u r  i t e m s

s o r t e d ,  a n d  c r u s h e d  i f  i t s

p o s s i b l e .

T h a n k  y o u !

M e n ' s  F e l l o w s h i p

I f  y o u  h a v e  d r i v e n  b y  t h e

c h u r c h  c a m p u s  l a t e l y ,  y o u  

p r o b a b l y  n o t i c e d  C o n n i e  C o o k

h a r d  a t  w o r k  c r e a t i n g  

a  b e a u t i f u l  g a r d e n  o n  t h e

A l g i e r s  S t r e e t  s i d e  o f  t h e  

p a r k i n g  l o t .  C o n n i e  h a s

i n c r e d i b l e  g a r d e n i n g  s k i l l s

a n d  s h e  m a d e  t h i s  s i t e  l o o k

b e a u t i f u l  t o o .  



LGBTQ 

Youth and supportive

friends are

invited to join us for

dialogue,

education, friendship and

support!

~Currently meeting online

via Zoom~

When: The 1st and 3rd

Tuesday of every

month at 7pm

RSVP with your email

address at

CalaverasGSRM@gmail.com

or call

(209)352-1828

 

 W e  a r e  s u s p e n d i n g  t h e  p i l l  b o t t l e

c o l l e c t i o n .  I t  h a s  b e c o m e  p r o h i b i t i v e l y

e x p e n s i v e  t o  m a i l  t h e  p i l l  b o t t l e s  t o  A f r i c a ,

a n d  t h e  c o s t  o u t w e i g h s  t h e  b e n e f i t s .  M a n y

t h a n k s  t o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  h e l p e d  u s  s e n d

m a n y ,  m a n y  p i l l  b o t t l e s .  K u d o s  t o  A n g e l a

P a t t e r s o n  w h o  b r o u g h t  u s  t h e  i d e a  a n d

s p e a r h e a d e d  t h e  p r o g r a m .  N o w ,  n o  m o r e  p i l l

b o t t l e s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  c h u r c h ,  p l e a s e .  

 

T h a n k  y o u !  

Dylan and Hazel Shinn made

this lovely birdfeeder from the

materials provided for Earth

Day by the Green Team. Isn't it

beautiful? 

LGBTQ
 

A little note from Outreach & Social

Justice 



 

 

P s a l m  5 0 : 1 0 - 1 1  “ F o r  e v e r y  b e a s t  o f  t h e  F o r e s t  i s  m i n e ,  t h e  c a t t l e  o n  a  t h o u s a n d

h i l l s .  I  k n o w  a l l  t h e  b i r d s  o f  t h e  h i l l s ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  m o v e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  i s  m i n e ” .   

 

I n  t h e  l a s t  N u g g e t  a r t i c l e ,  I  o f f e r e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s a f e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  u s i n g  t o x i c

c l e a n e r s  a n d  h e r b i c i d e s  u s i n g  v i n e g a r  a s  t h e  c h i e f  i n g r e d i e n t .  M a y  i n  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  i s

t y p i c a l l y  t h e  m o n t h  w h e n  C a l a v e r a s  a n d  T u o l u m n e  C o u n t y  r e s i d e n t s  p l a n t  t h e i r  g a r d e n s

s o  t h i s  m o n t h ’ s  a r t i c l e  i s  o n  i d e n t i f y i n g  a n d  a t t r a c t i n g  t h o s e  s m a l l  h e r o  b u g s  a n d

r e p t i l e s  t o  y o u r  g a r d e n  t h a t  w i l l  d i n e  o n  g a r d e n  p e s t s  t h a t ,  i f  l e f t  u n c h e c k e d ,  w i l l

d e v o u r  a l l  y o u r  p l a n t s .  I  s t o p p e d  u s i n g  p e s t i c i d e s  i n  m y  g a r d e n  a f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  t w o

o f  m y  d o g s  d i e d .   I  l o o k e d  f o r  p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e i r  d e a t h s  a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  a

p o s s i b l e  c a u s e  w a s  m y  u s e  o f  t o x i c  c h e m i c a l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e s t i c i d e s ,  i n  t h e  h o u s e  a n d

g a r d e n .   T h e  f i r s t  s e a s o n  b e i n g  p e s t i c i d e  f r e e  w a s  f r u s t r a t i n g .  I  n o t i c e d  a  m a j o r

i n c r e a s e  i n  p e s t s .  I  r e s e a r c h e d  a n d  l e a r n e d  t h e  b e s t  d e f e n s e  w a s  a n  a r m y  o f  b e n e f i c i a l

b u g s  a n d  r e p t i l e s .  A f t e r  y e a r s  o f  p e s t i c i d e  u s e  v e r y  f e w  o f  t h e s e  w o n d e r f u l  c r e a t u r e s

c o u l d  b e  f o u n d  i n  m y  g a r d e n .  I  p u r c h a s e d  l a d y b u g s  a n d  p r a y i n g  m a n t i s  c o c o o n s  a n d

p l a c e d  t h e m  i n  m y  g a r d e n  a r e a s .  S o m e  h u n g  a r o u n d  b u t  m o s t  l e f t  m y  y a r d  q u i c k l y  f o r

g r e e n e r  p a s t u r e s .  

 

T h e  s e c o n d  y e a r  w a s  b e t t e r .  I  n o t i c e d  m o r e  l a d y b u g s  a n d  p r a y i n g  m a n t i s  a r o u n d  t h e

g a r d e n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  s e a s o n .  I  a l s o  n o t i c e d  f e w e r  p e s t s .  I  r e s e a r c h e d  w a y s  t o  a t t r a c t  a n d

k e e p  t h e  g o o d  i n s e c t s  i n  m y  g a r d e n .  I f  t h e i r  f o o d  s o u r c e  i s  g o o d ,  b e n e f i c i a l  b u g s  w i l l

l a y  t h e i r  e g g s  i n  y o u r  g a r d e n  a s s u r i n g  t h e y  w i l l  b e  t h e r e  t h e  n e x t  s e a s o n .  W h e n  I

d i s c o v e r e d  a  t o a d  i n  m y  g a r d e n  e a r l y  l a s t  y e a r ,  I  p l a c e d  a n  u p s i d e - d o w n  c l a y  p o t ,  w i t h

a  t o a d - s i d e d  o p e n i n g  u n d e r n e a t h  i n  t w o  p l a c e s  i n  m y  g a r d e n .  L a s t  y e a r  I  n e v e r  s a w  a

t o a d  u t i l i z e  t h e  s h e l t e r .  T h i s  s e a s o n  h o w e v e r  I  d e c i d e d  t o  m o v e  o n e  o f  t h e  p o t s  a n d

f o u n d  a  t o a d  u n d e r n e a t h .  I  l e f t  t h e  p o t  w h e r e  i t  w a s .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  n a t u r a l  l u r e s  y o u

c a n  b u y  o r  m a k e  t o  a t t r a c t  b e n e f i c i a l  c r e a t u r e s .   

T h i s  y e a r  I  a m  b l e s s e d  b y  G o d  w i t h  a  v i b r a n t  a n d  a l i v e  g a r d e n .  L a d y b u g s ,  w o l f  s p i d e r s ,

p r a y i n g  m a n t i s ’ ,  a n d  l a c e w i n g s  a r e  h a r d  a t  w o r k  d e v o u r i n g  g a r d e n  p e s t s .  T h r e e  t o a d s ,

a  t r e e  f r o g ,  a n d  t w o  g a r t e r  s n a k e s  a r e  r e s t i n g  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  b e f o r e  t h e y  b e g i n  t h e i r

e v e n i n g  p a t r o l s  f o r  g a r d e n  i n v a d e r s .  H o n e y b e e s ,  M i n e r  B e e s ,  B u m b l e b e e s ,  a n d

b u t t e r f l i e s  a r e  b u s y  p o l l i n a t i n g  t h e  f l o w e r s .  N u m e r o u s  h u m m i n g b i r d s  a r e  t a k i n g  t h e i r

t u r n s  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u r  b i r d  f e e d e r s .  M y  t w o  v e r y  s e n i o r  d o g s  a r e  n a p p i n g  i n  t h e  y a r d .

L i f e  i s  g o o d !              

                                                           

 

 

                                     L y n n e  B i r d                  

                                        

S M A L L  H E R O S  I N

T H E  G A R D E N

       An article from the Green Team



The scriptures tell us: “Do not worry about

anything, but in everything by prayer and

supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests

be made known to God. 

Philippians 4:6

We continue to witness the stories of how God

answers our prayers!

God hears our cries and answers them. 

Let us pray daily for the following members

and  friends of our community:

All those who are ill

Pastor Bonnie & Dr. Daryl                     

Susan Giannini Chadwick

Jara & Max Clark     

Hilary Oldenkamp             

Angela Patterson                                    

 Gail Withuhn                  

Josephine Zimbe & Family

all of the children at the orphanage

Kim Plowman

Anna Abando & Family

Deborah Jones 

Zack Luchetti

Cathy Kuhn

Caity Johnson

Joanie Singleton

Katelynn Lamont 

Shawn Carson-Hull & Sergio 

Grassmyer Family

Cynthia Tuttle (Vee's sister)

Vee Domazlicky

BIRTHDAY'S
June Prayers answered

Liz Armstrong 2
Kim Plowman 3
Jim Reynolds 4

Cynthia Restivo 10
Fred Bender 11

Vee Domazlicky 12
April Friend 13

Melissa Horcasitas 14
Jamie Leigh 15

Cindy (Nugent) Secada 16
J.T. Glessman 19

Liz Tussey 19
Susan (Gianini)

Chadwick 20
Fay Messer 20

Ainsley Ryan 20
Cassie Ryan 21

Doris Williams 26
Gail Withuhn 30





 

 

 

 

Staff

Pastor Rev. Dr. Bonnie Hollinger

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. John Randlett

Music Director Dr. Daryl Hollinger

Director of Christian Education Peter Marai-Muro

Secretary  Peter Marai-Muro

 

Officers

Moderator Carrie Shinn

Vice Moderator Patty Haskell

Treasurer Mandy DeSmidt

Financial Secretary Shad Sundberg
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Phone: 209.728.3141
Email: nugget@fccmurph.org
Webpage: www.fccmurph.org

God’s love echoes through us to all creation.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, MURPHYS MISSION
STATEMENT

We believe that all people are beloved by God and we strive to serve as a welcoming and
nurturing church community to discern the Bible with insight for today and to live out

Christ’s teachings.
The Nugget Committee invites you to submit articles of interest and wishes to stress that the

deadline is always the 3rd Monday of each month.  
The Committee reserves the right to edit submissions for length and content.  

www.ucc.org


