
HYDROGEN SULFIDE AWARENESS

TRAINING HANDOUT

Purpose:

This program has been created to provide employees with a basic awareness of the hazards of Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) and the steps necessary to avoid or limit possible exposures.  Our employees do not work with or handle H2S.  However, due to the changing nature of the work that we perform and the different types of jobs sites where we perform our activities, it may be possible for our employees to be asked to work on a job site where there is H2S present.  Should this occur, employees will be informed and trained in this program prior to entering the job site.

What is Hydrogen Sulfide?

Hydrogen sulfide (H2S) is a colorless gas with a strong smell of rotten eggs. Workers should not rely on this smell to determine if there is exposure to H2S because at very high concentrations, H2S will deaden the sense of smell.  It is heavier than air and may collect in low areas such as sewers, pits, tunnels or gullies.  In addition, hydrogen sulfide is a highly flammable gas and gas/air mixtures can be explosive.  It may travel to sources of ignition and flash back. If ignited, the gas burns to produce toxic vapors and gases, such as sulfur dioxide.
Job Site Information:

Our work does not generally involve any H2S exposures.  However, as our workers are often required to work in remote job sites, the possibility exists for employees to be at job sites where H2S is generated.  In most industrial locations where H2S is present, fixed monitoring/alarm systems are often installed.  These types of systems will sound an alarm to notify area workers of higher than acceptable levels of H2S.  Any employees working in such an area will be instructed on the presence of the alarm and how to recognize when to evacuate, as well as the safe evacuation routes.  We also believe it is important for workers to understand how to recognize when they might be exposed to H2S and what first aid procedures they should take in the event of an exposure.

Job Site specific information shall be provided to any worker who is performing activities at a site with possible H2S exposure.  Employees shall follow all posted warning signs at the host company.  Employees with any questions should contact their supervisor or the company Safety Coordinator immediately.
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Agenda:

Topic:  _Hydrogen Sulfide Awareness__________
1. Introduction of topic

2. The OSHA standard and appendices

3. The Company Policy
4. Competent Person

5. What are the hazards of H2S?

6. Routes of Exposure
7. OSHA PEL for H2S
8. PPE required

9. Understanding Warning Signs

10. Steps to Avoid Exposure

11. Safe Work Practices

12. Reporting Emergencies

13. First Aid Procedures
14. Where to Get Additional Information 

15. Questions?

Note: Attach copies of all handouts to this agenda.
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