
INSECT/SNAKE
TRAINING HANDOUT

Purpose:

The purpose of this written program is to provide employees with basic information related to insects and other animals they may encounter on the job site, as well as basic first aid recommendations.  Our employees work outside in a variety of locations and may encounter many types of animals and insects.  Employees should understand basic prevention techniques for situations that they may face.

What might I encounter?

Insects are one of the most common things that our employees might encounter.  This may include ants, bugs, spiders, etc.  While there are hundreds of thousands of different insects, most are not dangerous to humans in any way.  However, some are.  Employees should know which insects pose a hazard.  This would include the Black Widow and Brown Recluse Spider, certain caterpillars, stinging insects, like wasps and bees, and fire ants.  Based on our location and weather, all of these insects exist in our area.

Other animals that you might encounter are snakes.  Again, our area is within the range of several types of poisonous snakes.  They are not extremely common, but employees should take the time to educate themselves to be able to recognize the poisonous snakes and know how to avoid them.  Like most animals, they tend to be timid animals, only biting when cornered or pestered.

We do not want any of our employees to ever be in a situation where they could be bitten by any animal or insect.  Therefore, it is important that you understand how to protect yourselves.  Most animals will only bite if provoked or harassed.  
All employees should understand basic first aid techniques for all of the situations they might encounter.  Please refer to the company safety manual for additional information.  If you have any questions related to this program, please contact the company Safety Coordinator.
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Agenda:

Topic:  __Insect/Snake Safety_________
1. Introduction of topic

2. The OSHA standard and appendices

3. The Company Policy
4. Snake bite safety
5. Spider bite safety

6. Other insects
7. Emergency situations
8. Additional Information 

9. Questions?

Note: Attach copies of all handouts to this agenda.
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