
ELECTRICAL SAFETY
TRAINING HANDOUT

Electrical Hazards:
Electricity is part of our daily lives.  We use lights and appliances without thinking about the possible hazards they can pose.  Our electrical safety program has been designed to help make sure employees are aware of the hazards of electricity and the steps that must be taken to work safely with electrically powered equipment.  Electricity may travel through a worker's body, causing electrical burns or death. Even when a power system is properly grounded, damage to the equipment or cords can cause a hazardous situation to develop.

Even workers who are not electricians are exposed to electricity on a daily basis.  Anyone who plugs in any type of equipment could be injured by damaged cords or outlets.  Even workers who are not using electrical equipment can be injured if an electrical current flows through a conductor to the worker.

How do I protect myself?

One of the most important things a worker can do is inspect the equipment they are working with every day.  If equipment has been damaged, the wire insulation is not intact, or the plug has been damaged, employees should not use the equipment.  Employees must not remove ground plugs from equipment or extension cords.  Employees should also avoid standing in wet areas when using portable power tools.
What is a GFCI?

A GFCI, or ground fault circuit interrupter, is a safety device that can help protect employees from electrical shocks or injuries.  While a fuse or circuit is designed to protect equipment from over currents, a GFCI is designed to the protect worker.  This small device detects if there is a leak of electrical current out of the system.  A change of as little of 4-5 milliamps of electricity will cause a GFCI to trip in as little as one-thirtieth of a second.
If you have any questions related to this safety program, please contact your supervisor.
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Agenda:

Topic:  __Electrical Safety_________
1. Introduction of topic

2. The OSHA standard and appendices

3. The Company Policy
4. Extension cords
5. Ground plugs/Grounding/Bonding

6. GFCI/ Assured Grounding Program

7. High Voltage/ Safe Clearances

8. Equipment Inspection Program

9. Additional Information 

10. Questions?

Note: Attach copies of all handouts to this agenda.
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