PROCESS SAFETY MANAGEMENT AWARENESS

TRAINING HANDOUT

Purpose:

OSHA has developed a safety regulation called “Process Safety Management of Highly Hazardous Chemicals”.  This regulation was developed to provide a tool to recognize and prevent potential catastrophic releases of certain chemicals in an industrial environment.  While Synergy does not have, use or store any chemicals, as identified on the OSHA list of highly hazardous chemicals, we do occasionally work at sites that are covered by this regulation.  As such, it is extremely important the all employees understand the basics of this regulation and the importance of following site safety rules as they relate to all activities occurring near regulated processes and chemicals.

Background:

There have been numerous incidents, throughout the years, of significant disasters following the release of chemicals by various companies.  Employees can think back to incidents such as the Bhopal, India disaster where a gas leak at an industrial plant killed thousands and injured hundreds of thousands.  The goal of Process Safety Management is to prevent disasters such as this from happening.  OSHA has determined that by listing specific chemicals that, when used in sufficient quantities, may be likely to create a disaster, then those companies who use these chemicals must take extra steps to prevent disasters from occurring.  
Where do we fit in?

As contractors, we also play a role in Process Safety Management.  It is important that we do not engage in any activities that negatively affect the safety of a system.  For example, permit systems are required any time hot work is being performed in an area that may affect a covered system.  Any incident, including near-misses, must be investigated.  The company will also have implemented specific emergency action plans for the hazardous system.   As contractors, we will be informed by the host plant/company of any systems or processes at their location which are part of the Process Safety Management program.  Our work activities will have to be approved for the area.  It is extremely important that we do not go beyond our approved activities and that our workers understand what to do in an emergency situation.

Employees will be trained about specific chemicals prior to working at a job site.  We do not need to be trained if our workers are engaged in incidental activities only, such as delivering materials.  However, if we will be working on or near a covered process, we will receive specific information about that process.  Additionally, the host company may restrict our activities to only specific items.  

While most of our activities are at job sites that are not affected by Process Safety Management, it is important for our workers to understand this regulation.  Any employee with questions about this, or any company Safety Program, should contact the company Safety Coordinator immediately.
Process Safety Management Awareness

Training Documentation
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Agenda:

Topic:  _Process Safety Management Awareness__________
1. Introduction of topic

2. The OSHA standard and appendices

3. The Company Policy
4. Types of Highly Hazardous Chemicals

5. Emergency Procedures

6. Operating Procedures/Safe Work Procedures
7. How Work Permits

8. Contractor Requirements
9. Sites That Have Process Safety Requirements (Examples)

10. Where to Get Additional Information 

11. Questions?
12. Test:  Note the Process Safety Management regulation requires that employers verify that employees understood the training.  We choose to verify understanding thru the use of a written test.  Employees may request that this test be given orally, if they prefer.
Note: Attach copies of all handouts to this agenda.
Process Safety Management Quiz

Name: ___________________________________________  Date: ________________
1.
The Process Safety Management Standard was drafted to help reduce the possibility of a catastrophic chemical release.  


True or False

2.
Synergy uses many highly hazardous chemicals.


True or False

3.
The initial startup of a process is not included as an operating phase under the PSM standard.  


True or False

4.
List three items that the process hazard analysis must address. __________________________________  _______________________________ __________________________________

5.
PSM does not apply to contractors, regardless of the work they are doing.  


True or False

6.
The PSM standard applies to companies that either process highly _______________________________________________________ materials or use ______________________________________________________________ liquids and gases in excess of 10,000 pounds.

7.
Process safety information includes __________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________

8.
Two types of training required by the PSM standard are ___________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________

Process Safety Management Quiz

Answer sheet

1.
True. 
2.
False.  We do not use any highly hazardous chemicals or have any chemicals in sufficient quantities to trigger this regulation.
3.
False. The initial start-up of a process is an operating phase that must be included.

4.
The items that a process hazard analysis must address include hazards of the process, management of change, mechanical integrity, incident investigation, contractor procedures,  pre-startup safety, emergency planning,  compliance auditing, and trade secrets.
5.
False. PSM does apply to contractors who work on or adjacent to a process.

6. 
The PSM Standard applies to companies that either process highly hazardous materials or use flammable liquids and gases in excess of 10,000 pounds.

7.
Process safety information includes toxicity, permissible exposure limits, physical data, reactivity data, corrosivity data, and thermal and chemical stability data.

8.
Two types of training required by the PSM standard are initial and refresher.
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