HAZARDOUS WASTE OPERATIONS/EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AWARENESS

TRAINING HANDOUT

Purpose:

The goal of this program is to provide all of our employees with a basic understanding of Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response activities, as they relate to the release of hazardous substances.  Although our work does not involve the use of hazardous materials, we may be asked to perform activities at a job site where there are hazardous materials present.  It is for those situations that this program was developed.

Background:

The OSHA Hazardous Waste Operations program is similar to the Process Safety Management program.  The goal is to identify operations or materials that pose significant hazards to workers and the environment in an emergency situation.  Companies who are covered by this program must follow specific steps to ensure that they are prepared for anything that can happen.
Where do we fit in?

In terms of Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response, our employees would be involved only at the “Awareness” Level.  This covers persons who are likely to witness or discover a hazardous situation.  Their only action would involve initiating a full emergency response by notifying the proper authorities or personnel of this issue and evacuating the area, as needed.  We would never be asked to take any further action.

How will I know when there is an emergency?

All employees will receive special site training if they will be performing work activities at a site covered by this program.  Employees will be told what the hazards are, how to recognize if there is a leak or a spill (including what emergency alarms may be in the area), and what they should do in an emergency (where to go and who to notify.)  In general, we do not expect that any activities that we perform will subject our workers to hazards, nor should they create an emergency situation at the host site.  It is important to note that good communication between the site and our workers is key to maintaining the safety of all persons on the site.

Any employee with any questions or concerns about this safety program should contact the company Safety Coordinator for additional information.
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Agenda:

Topic:  _Hazardous Waste Operations/Emergency Response Awareness____
1. Introduction of topic

2. The OSHA standard and appendices

3. The Company Policy

4. Types of Highly Hazardous Chemicals

5. Sites with special requirements (examples)

6. Emergency Procedures
7. The hazards of the area where they are working (based on their duties and functions)
8. Methods to alert the necessary authorities or site personnel
9. Recognizing the presence of hazardous materials
10. The types of activities that may cause an issue or emergency at the host site.
11. Where to Get Additional Information 

12. Questions?

Note: Attach copies of all handouts to this agenda.
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