
SCAFFOLDING SAFETY
TRAINING HANDOUT

Scaffold Safety
Working on any raised surface is extremely hazardous.  Because the type of work we perform occasionally requires our employees to use scaffolds, all employees must understand the hazards and proper safety requirements for using scaffolding safely.  No employee may ever use or climb onto scaffolding without first completing a detailed company safety program covering both scaffold safety as well as fall protection.

Competent Person

Each and every time a scaffold is used for our company, we must have a “competent person” overseeing the work.  The competent person has special duties to make sure the scaffold is set up and being used properly.  All employees who use the scaffold also have responsibilities.  They must make sure that they follow all scaffold rules and policies.
Scaffold Rules

If a scaffold is not put together properly or if it is missing parts, employees are at increased risk of falling or having the scaffold collapse.  Because of this, we do not mix scaffold components supplied by different manufacturers.  Scaffolding is only erected, dismantled, or moved under the direction of the competent person, and scaffolds shall be inspected at the start of each and every shift. 

Even with these safety precautions in place, the risk of falling remains high while employees are working on a scaffold. We know we must provide fall protection for any employee on a scaffold more than 6’ above a lower level.  Additionally no employee shall utilize any scaffolding over 6’ in height without proper supervision from the company competent person.  This information shall be communicated to every employee on the job site.  Employees performing scaffolding work shall refer to the company fall protection program for additional information related to proper fall protection.  
All employees must wear hardhats when working on, assembling, or dismantling scaffolds. This is our primary protection from falling objects. Additionally, we will install all guardrail systems with openings small enough to prevent passage of potential falling objects and prevent tools, materials, or equipment that may inadvertently fall from our scaffolds from striking employees by barricading the area below the scaffold. 
Please contact your supervisor immediately if you have any questions about scaffold safety or fall protection.  Never work on a scaffold without understanding all scaffold safety rules!
Scaffold Safety

Training Documentation
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Agenda:

Topic:  Scaffold Safety___________
1. Introduction of topic

2. The OSHA standard and appendices

3. The Company Policy
4. Competent Person Rules
5. Employee responsibilities
a. Fall Protection (Especially during erection and disassembling)

b. Falling Object Protection

c. Electrical Hazards

6. Maximum load capacities
7. Inspection requirements

8. Re-training requirements

9. Additional Information 

10. Questions?

Our classroom instruction includes both lecture and hands on training. 

Note: Attach copies of all handouts to this agenda.
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