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We the members of BOCHOU/DFW welcome you to our
fellowship. Our mission is to disciple the people of God into
the mind of Christ and prepare them to be laborers in the
kingdom.

Eph 4:11-13

You will learn how Christ is in you fulfilling the Father’s will
in bringing more sons into his kingdom. If you love the word
of God and also have a love for people, you are in the right
place. BOCHOU/DFW is not church as usual but rather a
place to come and learn, grow, and be activated in the
kingdom of God. God bless you!
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CHAPTER ONE
DISCERNING THE FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST

FOCAL SCRIPTURE

2 Corinthians 13:5

>Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?

e There is only one Faith.
SUPPORTING SCRIPTURES

1 Corinthians 2:9

9But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.
e Those things God has prepared for us are for us to know now, not later in heaven.

1 Corinthians 2:10-11

10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the
deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which
is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

e We can only know God through revelation of His spirit. (Matthew 16:17; Matthew
11:25-27)

e The deep things of God are a mystery hidden from the proud and carnal-minded.
(Matthew 13:11-16)

e These mysteries were concealed by God from the prophets, though they were God’s
voice to the fathers in the Old Testament. (1 Peter 1:10-12)

e The apostles did not fully understand these mysteries until they were filled with the Holy
Ghost.

e The things God has revealed are made manifest in Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 2:12

2Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we
might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

e God has given His spirit to us that we might know all the things freely given to us, our
inheritance, our identity, and our purpose.

e The Holy Ghost allows us to discern and make a distinction between what is of the world
and what is of God.




e The Holy Ghost will not point you to the world or self, nor the personage of men and
their accomplishments. God is only revealing to His sons His works, counsel, and
purpose.

Romans 8:14-15

13For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. '°For ye have not
received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

e The sons of God pertain to the Spirit of God.
e Before we became sons of God, we were of the world and had the spirit of bondage.
Therefore, the spirit of bondage pertains to the spirit of the world.

Romans 8:9

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.

e Those who have the spirit of the world are not sons of God, they are still the sons of
Adam and of Satan.

1 Corinthians 2:13

1BWhich things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

e Iltis the Holy Ghost who teaches us how to discern that which is of the spirit of the world
and that which is of the Spirit of God.

e The Holy Ghost highlights the fruit of the spirit as opposed to the works of the flesh, by
its conviction upon our hearts.

e The Holy Ghost points us to what is written in the scriptures, not to traditions, doctrines
and imaginations of men who abide not in the doctrine of Christ, which is the doctrine
of God.

e Discerning between what is of God (righteous) and what is almost of God (right) is
crucial. The anti-Christ will deceive many because he will have some truths and appear
to be like Jesus. Will you be able to discern him?




THE HOLY GHOST BEARS WITNESS TO WHAT IS ON RECORD
HOW DO WE OBTAIN ETERNAL LIFE?

1John 5:7,11

’For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and
these three are one. 'And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this
life is in his Son.

e Inthe Garden of Eden, there was a tree of life. After Adam and Eve sinned, God put
them out of the garden because the tree of life was there (Genesis. 3:22, 23). Eternal life
was in the tree.

e This scripture declares eternal life is now in Jesus Christ, which is a part of the New
Testament.

e Everything in the New Testament must pertain to that record. It is the life of Christ that
has to be the focal point of the New Covenant. The life of Christ must be the focal point
of our existence.

e All the scriptures in the Old Covenant pointed to Christ, even before the Mosaic Law. We
can see this when God prophesied to Eve of the coming Christ (Genesis. 3: 14, 15) also
Genesis 3:21, blood had to be shed to cover their nakedness. God covered them with
the lamb he provided.

1John 1:1

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life (For the life was
manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which
was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)

e John is saying the same thing Paul said; when he indicated that those things had been
revealed to us by the Spirit. Even the Apostles did not understand, until the Spirit fell on
the Day of Pentecost. Although the disciples walked with Christ, they did not
understand the mystery until they were filled with the Holy Ghost. It is the Holy Ghost
who teaches us and causes us to understand.

e The life which God prophesied, was hidden in Him and was only revealed by the Spirit.
Those things God has freely given to us are contained in Christ. Everything pertaining to
the Church is in Christ. His life, death, and resurrection establishes our faith. He is the
Author and Finisher of our Faith.

e The life (death and resurrection) of Christ houses the things that God has given to us
freely. No one had ever seen that. In other words, no one had ever seen a sinful man
become adopted by God and serve Him without sin.

¢ In that life (the Faith of Christ) contains:




ONENESS

Jesus prayed for The Father to make us one. This can only be accomplished when we have the
mind of Christ.

John 17:9-11

%I pray for them: | pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are
thine. 1°And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and | am glorified in them. *And now | am
no more in the world, but these are in the world, and | come to thee. Holy Father, keep through
thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.

THE FAITH OF CHRIST

There is one Lord, one Faith and one Baptism (Ephesians 4:5).

Galatians 3:22-23, 25

22But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might
be given to them that believe. 22But before Faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up
unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 2°But after that Faith is come, we are no
longer under a schoolmaster.

Galatians 2:20

20| am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which | now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me.

SUFFERING

We must embrace suffering because suffering exemplifies the Faith of Christ. God appointed us
to it (suffering), but not as an evildoer.

Philippians 1:29

2For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for
his sake;

1 Peter 4:15-16

15But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in
other men’s matters. ®Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him
glorify God on this behalf.




GOD’S PURPOSE

God’s eternal purpose is for us to be conformed into the image of Christ who is perfection.

Ephesians 3:8-10

8Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that | should preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; °And to make all men see what is the
fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who
created all things by Jesus Christ: 1°To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in
heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,

1 Corinthians 1:9

9God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 6:15-17

15Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? Shall | then take the members of
Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid. **What? know ye not that he
which is joined to an harlot is one body? For two, saith he, shall be one flesh. ’But he that is
joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

1 Corinthians 6:19

BWhat? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your own? 2°For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

e The FAITH OF CHRIST was set by the LIFE OF CHRIST.




CHAPTER TWO
THE SAVING OF THE SOUL

FOCAL SCRIPTURE

Psalm 116:4

“Then called | upon the name of the LORD; O LORD, | beseech thee, deliver my soul.

The saving of the soul is the great mystery that was hidden in God until the forming of
the Church.

Man is three parts: body, soul, and spirit. (1 Thessalonians 5:23)

The revelation of the saving of the soul is the great mystery of godliness revealed.

(1 Timothy 3:16)

There was nothing man could do to free himself from the captivity of his fallen state.
(Ephesians 2:12)

Before salvation we were all alienated from God. Sin separated us from Him and each
other. We were hopelessly doomed for total damnation.

John 3:16

18For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Man is given another chance to live. How would this be accomplished?

John 3:3-4

3Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God. *Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when
he is old? Can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?

We have failed to see the fullness of the ‘born again’ message. The first man Adam was a
“living soul.” (1 Corinthians 15:45-49)

What does this mean? Well, when God created Adam’s body it was just a lump of clay. It
had no life in it. That in itself is a very important point. The body without the soul is
lifeless. (James 2:26)

Thus, it has no wants, likes or dislikes, and neither feelings of pain or pleasure. The soul
is the master of the flesh. He is the life that is expressed through the flesh. The body is
the temple of the soul. It allows the soul to live and express himself in this world.
Nevertheless, it is the soul that must give an account for the deeds done in the flesh.
The soul will be judged and cast into hell not the body.

Consider the following chart: Display chart on monitor or screen.

When the body is in physical pain, it is the soul that mourns.




Whatever the soul desires, the body is used to fulfill. The soul cannot live on earth
without a body.

When the soul departs from the body it goes into eternity, whether that eternity is
heaven or hell. The body that gave it life goes back to the dust from whence it came
(Ecclesiastes 3:20). The point of all this is that man is a soul given expression or life in
this world through a body.

The unregenerated man is a living soul, and it is his soul that is dark in sin and
trespasses. It is the soul that’s held in captivity by the spirit of bondage. It is also the soul
that cries out to God for deliverance. (Psalm 6:4)

It is the soul that is responsible for the things done in the body. The real essence of this
is that the body has no desire of its own. It is completely controlled by the soul.
Therefore, it is ludicrous to blame the flesh for sin. It is the soul that uses the body to do
its bidding. This is a point we must remember in moving forward in this discussion
(Ezekiel 18:4).

| am in the flesh and the motions of sin are working in my body. “Who shall deliver me
from this body of death?’’ This was the cry of our soul as we heard the gospel of Jesus
Christ. (Romans 7: 24)

Our faith in God came by hearing the Word of the Lord. We heard and we believed the
report. But what does it really mean to believe?

The scripture declares that if we believe in our heart and confess with our mouth, then
we would be saved (Romans 10:9). The word “believe” means to commit unto, to
commit to one’s trust. It is an action word in the salvation experience.

To believe is to trust God. If our trust is in God, then we commit ourselves to that trust.
To believe is to commit the soul to God for safekeeping or preservation.

Hebrews 10:39

39But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving
of the soul.

The plea of the soul is, “Take me out of this body, but don’t let me perish. Forgive me for
all the sins | committed in this life (body) that you gave me. One day this body will die,
and | will surely go into eternal damnation. Lord, save my soul. Deliver me from this
body of sin and death.”
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THE ATONEMENT

Now the great mystery begins to unfold. How will the Father answer the cry of His lost creation?
The solution is Jesus Christ. Before the foundation of the world, He was ordained to be the
propitiation for sin.

If the soul wants to be saved, it must be willing to give up every aspect of the life it lived in the
flesh. Some find this hard to do. Even as the rich young ruler did. Light has come, but some
prefer darkness. There is one other condition, you must be willing to suffer. There is a cross,
designed especially for you, and you must be willing to bear it. Therefore, before you make a
decision, count up the cost and consider whether you are willing to forsake this world and walk
with God.

1 John 2:2

2And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world.

Romans 5:9-11

Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
©For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. *And not only so, but we also joy in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.

e The word atonement means reconciliation and exchange. In layman’s terms, it simply
means to be at-one-with. If the death of Jesus is the atonement for sin, then we must
become at-one with that great sacrifice. Below is scripture that goes straight into the
heart and mind of the Father regarding salvation. It is essential that you understand
these passages if you are to ever comprehend the mystery of Christ.

Romans 6:3-7

3Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death? “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
>For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the
likeness of his resurrection: ®Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. ’For he that is dead is freed
from sin.

e This is the great Salvation of God. This is the great Mystery that was hidden from men.
God would take the soul of man out of the flesh and put it in the Spirit of Christ.
(Romans 8:9)
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The word baptized means to “sink deep into or to be clothed in”. We (our souls) are
buried, totally submerged in Christ Jesus. The Spirit of Christ is an eternal Spirit. It is
omnipresent. The scripture says, “He that is joined to Christ is one spirit.” Once we are
placed in Christ, we live in eternity past and present. Therefore, it can be declared that
we were in Christ before the foundation of the world.

To believe is to commit to trusting in what He did for us. Through faith in Jesus Christ, we
are able to partake of the sacrifice. Remember the question Nicodemus asked Jesus? He
wanted to know if a man had to re-enter his mother’s womb in order to live again. He
realized that the flesh gave birth to the soul. Jesus’ response was, “that which is born of
the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6).

The soul must be reborn in the Spirit (the Holy Ghost). When this regeneration is
accomplished, it will no longer be a living soul, but a quickening spirit. In John 17, Jesus
asked the Father to make us one as they are one. Well-beloved, that prayer was
answered when we were joined to the Lord.

Christ is a life-giving Spirit. He was always a quickening Spirit. He is the Word of God,
who is God, who came to earth to live in a human body. It was the Holy Ghost who
overshadowed Mary and placed the Word in her womb so that she could provide it with
a body of flesh and blood. The fact that He was in a human body did not change who He
was. Even in the body, He was the Lord from heaven. (1 Corinthians 15:45-49)

“As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy.” Is not this the same thing Jesus said
to Nicodemus? “That which is born of flesh is flesh...” When Paul says, “as is the
heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly,” he is in agreement with John who says,
“as he is, so are we now in this world.” Could he also be in agreement with Jesus who
says, “that which is born of the Spirit is spirit”?

1 Corinthians 6:17 also bears witness to the fact that the new creature is a spirit: But he
that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

1 Corinthians 15:50-°°Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.

We live in the Spirit, which is the Holy Ghost, which is the Kingdom of God (Romans
14:17). But if flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom, then we must be something
other than flesh and blood.

The scriptures do not include the flesh when identifying the sons of God. Could it be we
are indeed quickening spirits likened unto our Father who by the way, is the Father of
spirits? (Hebrews 12:9).

2 Corinthians 5:21

21For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.

12




e The new creature, that quickening spirit is also sinless. He is the righteousness of God
revealed. He is perfect and complete in Christ. He is everything that Christ is. He is one
with the Father and the Son.

Hebrews 9:14

4How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

e The work of the Lord was thorough. He freed our conscience from the power of sin. All
things pertaining to the new creature are new, and all things are of God. But where is
the new creature now?

Ephesians 2:5-6

>Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved;) °And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus

e The Holy Ghost is that Heavenly place. We are in Christ and He is in us. He is the first of
many brethren. He was the first begotten of the Father.

e You have become the son of the Living God. The soul has been saved, which means it
has been healed, made whole, protected and preserved. It lives in the Holy Ghost
(Galatians 5:25). Our life (soul) is hid with Christ in God. The new creature can rejoice in
the fact that he is no longer trapped in a sinful body. He is reborn in the Spirit, which
gives him life.

2 Corinthians 5:17

71f any man be in Christ, he is a new creature, old things are passed away and all things are
become new; and all things are of God.

e The born-again, regenerated soul is the new creature.

13




CHAPTER THREE
WE ARE NOT IN THE FLESH

FOCAL SCRIPTURE
Romans 8:8-9

8So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. °But ye are not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
he is none of his.

Romans 7:5

>For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our
members to bring forth fruit unto death.

e We were in the flesh. But as we learned in the saving of the soul, there has been a
positional change. The soul is no longer in the flesh.

e The body without the spirit is dead (James 2:26). When the soul is separated from the
body, the body dies. Now, you must know that all of this was done by God in less than a
microsecond. Before you can blink your eye, a man is saved and filled with the Holy
Ghost. But for the sake of this lesson we have broken the salvation experience down into
spiritual slow motion so that we might all come out with an understanding of this great
workmanship of the Father.

e When we were in the flesh, the motions of sin did work in our members. Here we are
going to take a more detailed look at the motions of sin that were working in the body
before salvation.

Romans 7:14-18

14For we know that the law is spiritual: but | am carnal, sold under sin. **For that which | do |
allow not: for what | would, that do | not; but what | hate, that do I. *°If then | do that which |
would not, | consent unto the law that it is good. ’Now then it is no more | that do it, but sin
that dwelleth in me. 8For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to
will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good | find not.

e Here again we must take note of the fact that sons of God are not sold under the power
of sin. They are the righteousness of God.

e The sin that lived in us is the spirit of iniquity as Paul calls it in Ephesians 2:2. But Jesus
simply called it the devil in his statement, “Ye are of your father the devil, and his lusts
you will do.” This explains why the writer said, “It is no more | that do it, but sin that
dwelleth in me.” This sin, iniquity, or satan dwells in the flesh. He is living in the body,
bringing forth lust, corruption and death.
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o Just a side note here, the unbeliever’s lust is created by the spirit of satan living
in the flesh.

e James says that if the believer is tempted, he is drawn away by his own lust. Therefore,
after salvation we are unable to blame the devil for our desire to sin.

Romans 7:19-23

For the good that | would | do not: but the evil which | would not, that | do. *°Now if | do that |
would not, it is no more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. %!l find then a law, that, when |
would do good, evil is present with me. 22For | delight in the law of God after the inward man:
23But | see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me
into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.

e The spirit, soul, conscience, and mind are all used interchangeably. The soul knows the
law of God, but it was under the same power of satan as the flesh. But the knowledge of
the law of God was not powerful enough to destroy the works of the devil; the craving
for sin in the flesh. The soul or conscience was also dead in sins and trespasses.

e But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of
concupiscence (Romans 7:8). Concupiscence is a strong craving for unlawful desires. The
spirit that lived in the flesh was indeed a spirit of bondage. It held the entire being (body
soul and spirit) in captivity. There was no way for us to ever please God in that state.

Romans 7:24-25

240 wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 2°| thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

e Jesus Christ is the way out of this body of sin and death. Let’s see how?

o Romans 7:6-°But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein
we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness
of the letter.

e When the soul cried out for salvation, it wanted to live. But the fact remains, in order for
it to live here on earth, it must have a body. This is where the great mystery of God truly
unfolds.

e We know the soul was taken out of the flesh and placed in the Spirit or Holy Ghost. This
is the baptism into Christ.

e The soul is saved, preserved, and hidden in Christ. But the plan was for us to be
witnesses of Christ here on the earth. So, in order for this to manifest, the soul must be
placed in a body.

15




CIRCUMCISION OF THE FLESH

If the soul is to be saved it must be separated from the flesh. This is the circumcision.

Colossians 2:10-11

9And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 'in whom also ye
are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of
the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

e There was a putting off of the body. The soul put off the body of sins by the circumcision
not made with hands, by the workmanship of the Father. Just as Abraham was instructed
to cut away the foreskin, so God also cut away the flesh that covered us.

e The soul is no longer clothed in the flesh, but it now lives in the Spirit. If the soul is taken
out of the flesh, then the body is dead. The soul gave up the life it had in the flesh and
accepted a new life in the Spirit. The old man is dead. He is crucified with Christ. This is
the thing that God did.

Galatians 2:19-20

For I through the law am dead to the law, that | might live unto God. %°I am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

e Through faith your body is dead to you (I speak to those who are truly born again of the
Spirit of God). You are instructed to reckon your body dead to sin.

e This means you are forbidden to use it to fulfill worldly pleasures. But the point | want to
carefully make here is that, the body was crucified with Christ by the operation of God,
and then resurrected again for His own purpose.

Romans 8:11

1Byt if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you

e Now Christ is our example in all things. The same Spirit that raised Him from the dead
has now raised our body from the dead. Again, for us, it is dead regarding sin, but it is
alive unto God and righteousness. Why did the Father bring the body back alive at
salvation? Well, | can think of two very good reasons.

e Christ, the Word of God, is the seed that has been planted in the earth as well as in our
own bodies. He is here to continue the ministry of reconciliation. But He is not alone. We
are in Him. Yes, we are in Him and He is in our bodies.
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2 Corinthians 6:1

We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God

in vain.

The body belongs to God. It is the body of Christ. But He has made us stewards of His
body. We are instructed not to defile it.

1 Corinthians 3:17

71f any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy,
which temple ye are.

God can demand that we keep His temple holy because He has sanctified it through
circumcision by the Spirit. Crucified are all of its affections and lusts. There are no
motions of sin working in its members. It is circumcised by the removal of the spirit of
iniquity that was able to work in the children of disobedience. And the law of the Spirit
of Life has made it free from the law of sin and death.

1 John 3:8-9

8He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot
sin, because he is born of God.

There was a time when the devil could create lust in the flesh. This was easy for him
because his spirit lived in us. When we would have done good, evil was present with us.
Notice that the 8th verse declares that Jesus was manifest in the flesh, our flesh, to
destroy the works of the devil. Therefore, the body can no longer fall prey to evil
concupiscence, that craving for sin. The seed of God remains in the flesh, and it can no
longer crave sin on its own.

If any of us experience lust after the new birth, it is because we create it. James said we
are drawn away by our own lust (James 1:14). This is not the work of the devil. Jesus
dealt with that by sanctifying the flesh. Now if we walk in obedience, we can be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord.

Let me clearly establish something here. If the body is circumcised, sanctified and made
the temple of God, then where is any truth in the doctrine of dual nature? The flesh is
the dwelling place of Almighty God. Are we to suggest that satan also lives in the same
body? In order for us to have a dual nature, then that has to be the case. It is time to
dispel the myth. We are partakers of the divine nature, simply by the mere fact that God
lives in us. And because the seed remains in the flesh, or body, there is no way it will sin
on its own. We must carry it into sin.
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e Christ, the Word of God, is the seed that has been planted in the earth as well as in our
own bodies. He is here to continue the ministry of reconciliation. But He is not alone. We
are in Him. Yes, we are in Him and He is in our bodies.

2 Corinthians 6:1

We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God
in vain.

e The body belongs to God. It is the body of Christ. But He has made us stewards of His
body. We are instructed not to defile it.

1 Corinthians 3:17

71f any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy,
which temple ye are.

e God can demand that we keep His temple holy because He has sanctified it through
circumcision by the Spirit. Crucified are all of its affections and lusts. There are no
motions of sin working in its members.

e ltis circumcised by the removal of the spirit of iniquity that was able to work in the
children of disobedience. And the law of the Spirit of Life has made it free from the law
of sin and death.

1 John 3:8-9

8He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot
sin, because he is born of God.

e There was a time when the devil could create lust in the flesh. This was easy for him
because his spirit lived in us. When we would have done good, evil was present with us.
Notice that the eighth verse declares that Jesus was manifest in the flesh, our flesh, to
destroy the works of the devil. Therefore, the body can no longer fall prey to evil
concupiscence, that craving for sin. The seed of God remains in the flesh, and it can no
longer crave sin on its own.

e If any of us experience lust after the new birth, it is because we create it. James said we
are drawn away by our own lust (James 1:14). This is not the work of the devil. Jesus
dealt with that by sanctifying the flesh. Now if we walk in obedience, we can be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord.

e Let me clearly establish something here. If the body is circumcised, sanctified and made
the temple of God, then where is any truth in the doctrine of dual nature?
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e The flesh is the dwelling place of Almighty God. Are we to suggest that satan also lives in
the same body?

e |n order for us to have a dual nature, then that has to be the case. It is time to dispel the
myth. We are partakers of the divine nature, simply by the mere fact that God lives in us.
And because the seed remains in the flesh, or body, there is no way it will sin on its own.
We must carry it into sin.
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CHAPTER FOUR
PUTTING ON THE NEW MAN

FOCAL SCRIPTURE
Colossians 3:9-10

9Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; °And have put
on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

e God’s plan was for us to be witnesses and ambassadors of Christ.
e Witness-to openly profess the faith
o A person who was present and saw an event take place
o The evidence and proof of an event.
o To have personal knowledge of an event or change from personal observation or
experience
e An Ambassador-A “servant”
o One who acts as a representative of another country in a foreign land.

e The plan also included entering into the fellowship of His suffering and walking in the
power of His resurrection. You might ask, “What is the purpose of all this?” The purpose
is the same as it has always been — the Ministry of Reconciliation. God has given a great
gift to the world. He has made a way of escape from His wrath that is coming upon the
world, but the world will not know of this great salvation unless there are those who are
willing to bear witness of it. However, the world will not believe unless it can see
evidence of such a gospel. Jesus understood this and brought it before the Father as He
prayed in the Garden:

John 17:20-24

20Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word.
21That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they also may be one in
us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

e There is no way the world will believe | came as the Son of God to die for the sins of the
world, except they are able to see the evidence. Those who have received this great
salvation must walk among them as | did. They must be as | am.

22And the glory which thou gavest me | have given them; that they may be one, even as we are
one.

e This is just another way of saying, “Baptize them in the Holy Ghost. For it is the glory of
the Father and the Son; and now it is the glory of the sons.”
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2| in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. ?*Father, | will that
they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where | am; that they may behold my glory,
which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.

e Hereis where the glory of Christ is manifested. He is going to come back to the earth in
the glory that He had with the Father before the foundation of the earth. If we go back
to the beginning of this chapter, we see even more clearly how the mystery of Christ is
to be revealed.

John 17:1-5

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come;
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 2as thou hast given him power over all flesh,
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 3And this is life eternal, that
they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 4l have
glorified thee on the earth: | have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. *And now, O
Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which | had with thee before the
world was

e Itis sovery important to grasp the understanding of this prayer. The first thing you must
remember is that this is a prophetic prayer. Jesus is looking beyond the cross and seeing
the glory set before Him. He is looking at the church. This we have known in the past.

e Glorify thy Son, glorify me with your own self. Give me the same glory that | had with
you before the world was. He was with the Father in the Godhead as an omnipresent
Spirit. Here on the earth | am confined to this one body, but | desire to be in them all.
Place this life that | lived in the flesh into all that believe on me. You can do this Father
because you have given me power over all flesh.

e For us this is the most powerful of all statements in the prayer. They can be my
witnesses and my ambassadors and just as | have glorified you on the earth, they will
glorify me.

Hebrews 10:5

5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not,
but a body hast thou prepared me:

e We often say that Jesus was our example, but there is still controversy in the Church as
to whether we can live as He lived. The truth is... when John said, “as he is, so are we”,
he meant it in every sense of Jesus’ walk on the earth. Jesus took on the human body
supplied by Mary, the seed of Abraham, but the Holy Ghost overshadowed her and
prepared the body of Christ to be a holy habitation of the Father.

e The Holy Ghost is the Spirit of Life. When it enters a body, it produces the Law of the
Spirit of Life, which makes the body free from the law of sin and death:
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Romans 8:3

3For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.

e The devil had no place in Jesus because there was no want in His heart. He loved
righteousness and hated iniquity. His meat (fulfillment) was obeying the Father. Jesus
abided inside God’s purpose, keeping his eye single.

Hebrews 4:15

15For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

e Jesus has compassion towards us because during His life here on earth, He was tried and
tested in all points as anyone of us. Nevertheless, He did not give in to any. He never
knew or committed a sin.

Colossians 2:14

14Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross

e The sins of the whole world were placed on that sinless body called Jesus. On the Day of
Atonement, in the Old Covenant, the sacrificial ram had to be spotless and without
blemish. This was our Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God. He carried all of our sins in His
body. The seed of Christ has germinated. The single seed that was planted in the earth
has produced a full harvest: the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. His days are prolonged
(Isaiah 53:10) because in Him is eternal life. The pleasure of the Lord was to have a holy
habitation, to live among His people. Jesus has fulfilled the eternal purpose of the
Father.

e This is the great love of our Lord for us. He is our atonement. Because we sinned in the
flesh, He carried our sins in His body. But it is our soul that was responsible for the sins
of the flesh. Therefore, His soul went into hell, surrendered to death (alienated from
God) until the law was satisfied. Then came the resurrection. He was born again. Luke
writes about this new birth in the book of Acts, “God hath fulfilled the same unto us
their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second
psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have | begotten thee.” (Acts 13:33)

¢ |nthat Jesus died for the sins of the whole world, and the record in Heaven states that
eternal life is in the Son of God, then it can only be concluded that all who believe on
Him, whether they be Jew or Gentile should not perish, but have eternal life. “having
abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace” (Ephesians
2:15).
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e Here again, the mystery of Christ unfolds even more. Please continue to connect the
dots here. We have taken a detailed look at how the soul was saved or preserved in
Christ. We now understand the atonement that made us one with His death. But what

happens to us after His resurrection? Are we only to rejoice in the fact that we are saved

and guaranteed a seat in the Kingdom of God? | think not. We were saved through the
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Someone had to bear witness of this great
salvation, or else we would not have known that such deliverance was available to us.
The preservation of the soul was not the end of it.

Romans 6:4-5

“Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from

the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. >For if we
have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his
resurrection:

e When Jesus prayed in the Garden, He said, “Father, | will that they also, whom thou hast
given me, be with me where | am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given

me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” (John 17:24).

e After the resurrection, Jesus returned to the earth in the glory that He once had with
the Father. He is an omnipresent Spirit in all who believed on Him. At salvation, the
great exchange took place. In exchange for the preserving of the soul, the body is

resurrected alive again unto God. It is the body of Christ. He is in our bodies so that we

can be witnesses of His resurrection. Therefore, we are instructed that if we live in the
Spirit then we ought also to walk in the Spirit. The same spirit that raised Christ from
the dead has quickened our bodies. He lives in us to continue the ministry of
reconciliation. But our walk in the flesh is different now.

Galatians 2:20

20| am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which | now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me.

e How is it possible for the sons of God to accuse the flesh of being sinful or having the
nature of sin? It is Christ who lives in the flesh to do the will of the Father. It is the
temple of the Holy Ghost. Our body is the body of Christ.

Ephesians 4:20-24

20But ye have not so learned Christ; 2If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by

him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man,
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 22And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
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24And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true
holiness.

e Put on the new man, embrace Him. He is Christ in the flesh. Put him on, or rather, walk
in him. John said, “He that is born of God cannot commit sin because the seed remains
in him.” Where is the seed? It is in your body. It cannot sin as | did before. Paul wrote,
“For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father” (Romans 8:15). We don’t have to be
afraid that our bod i e s will betray us, nor do we have to worry about a law working in
our members to bring us into captivity. The body is a new man. It is Jesus manifested in
the flesh. It is the member of Christ.

Ephesians 5:30-32

30For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 3'For this cause shall a man
leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.
32This is a great mystery: but | speak concerning Christ and the church.

e This is the greatest mystery of all. We are not only one spirit in Christ, but we are also
one flesh. Each one of us are members of Christ.

Colossians 3:9-11

9Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; °And have put
on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian,
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

e The new man is not a Jew, nor Greek, neither any other race nor nationality. He is Christ
in the flesh. So, from henceforth, see no man after the flesh in regards to their humanity.
The body of Christ is the temple of God. Though it is made of earthen or human vessels,
the nature of it is not human. It is impossible for human nature to love its enemies or lay
down its life for those who despise them. The nature of the new man is divine. He craves
the things above. His desire is to please the Father. Yes beloved, that is the nature of the
flesh. It has no will to disobey God, it is His temple. But God has given us complete
access.

e Remember, we are in Christ and Christ is in us. If we sin, it is not due to the nature of the
flesh, it is due to the rebellion of the new creature: the soul. So a man thinks, so is he.

e As we have already learned in previous chapters, the old man was crucified with Christ.
He died because of sin. But in that experience, the soul was saved or preserved in the
Spirit. But the plan was for us to be witnesses and ambassadors. Therefore, the same
Spirit that raised Christ from the dead has quickened our mortal bodies. The body is alive
again and now we can experience the power of His resurrection in our very own flesh.
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Just as we were planted with Him in death, now we live with Him in the quickening or
resurrection of our bodies. Yes, we are now with Him in our bodies. Wow! Now it is
fulfilled that as He is, so are we. Jesus is in our flesh. And remember what He said to His
Father, “As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as
many as thou hast given him.” (John 17:2). He is the reason we do not crave sin any
longer. He is the reason the motions of sin cannot work in us. The law of the Spirit of Life
has made us free from the law of sin and death. We are free now to serve without the
power of sin working in us. Sin has no more dominion over our bodies.

Therefore, we are commanded to put on this new man. The words ‘put on” means “to
clothe yourself in”. So, let us clothe ourselves in the new man: the body that has
received Christ and is ready to manifest himself to the world. Jesus gave us a glimpse of
the intent of the Father in His teachings.

Mark 2:22

22And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the bottles, and
the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into new bottles.

Jesus did not bring us back into a body that is unclean and defiled by the law of sin and
death. We are complete in Christ and are able to present our bodies as living sacrifices,
holy and acceptable unto God.
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