Dr. Graham’s Motivational Topics for High School Juniors and Parents: Exploring College
Possibilities

Talk Title: Getting Accepted Into 20 HBCUs and PWIs Universities and
Colleges

Descriptor:
Strategies, stories, and steps to help students apply, stand out, and get
accepted into multiple colleges and universities.

Applying to college can feel overwhelming, but with the right strategy,
support, and mindset, it’s possible to get accepted into not just one or two, but 10, 15, or even 20
institutions. This talk equips students and families with a proven plan to successfully apply to a wide
range of Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) and Predominantly White Institutions
(PWIs). Attendees will learn how to craft strong applications, write compelling essays, choose the right
mix of schools, and manage application fees and deadlines without stress.

We'll explore real stories from students who've been accepted into dozens of colleges, highlighting what
made their applications stand out. Participants will leave with practical tools, checklists, and scholarship
resources that increase their chances of acceptance and financial aid. Most importantly, this session
inspires students to dream boldly and prepare wisely—because getting into college is not just a goal, it’s
a plan that works.

Talk Title: Dream Bigger: Why College Can Be the Key to Your Future

Descriptor: Inspire students and parents to expand their vision and see college as a launchpad for
personal growth, opportunity, and long-term success.

This talk encourages students and parents to reimagine what’s possible by seeing college as a
gateway to personal and professional transformation. By expanding their vision, families can begin
to view college not just as a destination, but as a powerful launchpad for lifelong success. It
inspires participants to align dreams with action.

Talk Title: Let’s Talk College: Building a Future, One Conversation at a Time

Descriptor: This session encourages families to open the door to honest discussions about college by
sharing hopes, exploring fears, and aligning goals for the journey ahead.

Open and honest communication is the first step to building a strong college plan. This session
helps parents and students identify shared goals, understand each other’s concerns, and create a
supportive environment for future planning. Together, they begin shaping a college path rooted in
trust and collaboration.
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Talk Title: From Hope to Hired: How College Opens Doors

Descriptor: Discover how college can turn passion into purpose and provide the academic, social, and
career connections needed to thrive in today’s workforce.

This talk explores the connection between education and opportunity, illustrating how college can
transform raw potential into tangible success in the real world. It highlights how college helps
students discover their passions, build key skills, and connect to careers. Parents and students
leave with a clearer vision of how college leads to meaningful employment.

Talk Title: College Talks at the Kitchen Table

Descriptor: This practical and heartfelt conversation helps parents and teens begin college discussions
at home, where support, values, and dreams can come together.

Sometimes the most important conversations happen at home. This talk provides tools and
prompts to help families navigate college-related discussions in everyday settings. It reinforces the
power of love, support, and shared values in making informed and inspired decisions about the
future.

Talk Title: Yes, You Can Go to College: And Here’s Why It Matters

Descriptor: Designed to break through doubt, this talk empowers students and parents with real
examples of success, financial aid facts, and the belief that college is attainable.

This empowering session dismantles common barriers to college by sharing real success stories
and simple truths about access, affordability, and belief. Students and parents gain clarity on what
it takes to get to college—and why it’s worth pursuing. It’s a powerful reminder that college is
within reach for all.

Talk Title: Turning Dreams Into Degrees: The Power of Belief and Planning

Descriptor: Explore how building a college-going mindset, paired with thoughtful planning, can
transform student potential into powerful academic and career outcomes.

Dreams take flight when paired with direction. This session emphasizes the importance of believing
in the dream of college and backing it with a clear, actionable plan. Families leave with practical
next steps and a renewed sense of purpose.
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Talk Title: First Steps, Big Futures: Talking About College Starts Today

Descriptor: This session focuses on early steps—such as goal setting, academic planning, and family
support—that make the dream of college feel real and attainable.

Early action makes a big difference. This talk highlights how setting goals, building strong habits,
and engaging in thoughtful discussions now can pave the way for future success. It motivates
families to start college conversations early and build confidence with each step.

Talk Title: Pathways to Possibility: Why College is Still Worth It

Descriptor: Engage in a future-focused conversation that highlights the lifelong value of college,
especially for first-generation students and underserved communities.

In a changing world, college remains a powerful tool for opening doors. This session presents data,
personal stories, and long-term outcomes that demonstrate the enduring value of higher
education. It speaks especially to students and families questioning whether the investment is
worth it, and answers with a resounding yes.

Talk Title: Your Story Isn’t Written Yet: Start with a College Conversation

Descriptor: Empower students to take ownership of their future by imagining what’s possible with a
college degree, and the support of family to get there.

Every student has a story waiting to unfold, and college can be the next exciting chapter. This talk
encourages young people to take ownership of their narrative and envision a future shaped by
education and possibility. With the support of family, anything becomes possible.

Talk Title: Bridge to a Brighter Future: College Conversations That Matter

Descriptor: This talk helps parents and students build a shared vision, address doubts, and find
common ground as they explore what college can mean for their future.

College planning can unite families when guided by hope and honest communication. This session
invites parents and students to collaborate, ask the right questions, and work together to overcome
uncertainty. It helps build a strong foundation for brighter futures through meaningful conversation.




