DAY 12 — NO CONDEMNATION

MAKE ROOM FOR GOD’S HEART | HEBREW, ARAMAIC & GREEK WORD STUDY
Scripture: Romans 8:1-4 - John 8:1-11 - Hebrews 4:14-16 - Psalm 103:8-14

Central theme: God does not invite us into repentance so that we may remain buried beneath guilt. Through
Jesus Christ, He invites us into forgiveness, restoration, and a transformed relationship with Him.

Part | — No Condemnation: The Debt Has Been Paid
1. Katakrima — Condemnation (Greek, Romans 8:1)
Meaning: A condemnatory judgment, the resulting penalty, or punishment.

Paul’'s declaration is more than encouragement to stop feeling guilty. It is a statement about our standing before
God through Jesus Christ. There is no condemnation for those in Christ because God has acted decisively
against sin through His Son.

This does not mean sin is insignificant. Christ accomplished what we could never accomplish through our own
righteousness.

Spiritual application: We can acknowledge the seriousness of sin without living as though Christ’s sacrifice
were insufficient.

2. Chivuta — Indebtedness (Aramaic, Chaim Bentorah’s Romans 8:1 study)

Meaning: Indebtedness or an obligation that remains unpaid.

Bentorah explores ancient debt that could lead to bondage and uses this picture to explain Christ's work on our
behalf. Sin creates a debt we cannot settle through religious performance, good deeds, or personal effort.

As we recognize Christ’s love, our motivation for obedience changes: not merely fear of punishment, but love for
the One who redeemed us.

Reflection: Am I trying to earn forgiveness through behavior, or allowing received forgiveness to transform my
behavior?

Part Il — Mercy Does Not Deny Sin
3. Eleos — Mercy (Greek, Hebrews 4:16)
Meaning: Mercy, compassion, or kindness shown toward someone in need.

Hebrews invites us to approach God precisely when we need help. Our weakness is not a reason to avoid Him.
Through Christ, we can come without pretending to be stronger or more righteous than we are.

4. Charis — Grace (Greek, Hebrews 4:16)

Meaning: Grace, favor, or a freely given gift.
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Mercy addresses our need for compassion; grace provides the favor and help we cannot earn. God does not
merely forgive us and leave us to figure everything out alone. He welcomes us and supplies help for the life He
calls us to live.

5. Jesus and the Woman Caught in Adultery (John 8:1-11)

Meaning: Mercy and transformation are not opposites.

Jesus does not declare the woman'’s sin acceptable, nor does He join those seeking her condemnation. He
exposes her accusers’ hypocrisy and calls her to leave her sinful life.

Forgiveness does not require denying wrongdoing, and confronting wrongdoing does not require humiliation.

Textual note: John 7:53-8:11 is absent from some of the earliest surviving Greek manuscripts. Many Bibles
retain it with a textual note; its themes also appear elsewhere in Scripture.

Part Ill — The Heart of the Father

6. Rachum — Compassionate and Merciful (Hebrew, Psalm 103:8)

Meaning: Compassionate, merciful, tenderhearted.

Related to the Hebrew root racham, associated with deep compassion and tender affection. Bentorah reflects
on the image of a parent’s love. God’s compassion is an expression of His character, not merely reluctant
withholding of punishment.

Application: We do not need to hide our weakness to approach God.

7. Erekh Appayim — Slow to Anger (Hebrew, Psalm 103:8)

Meaning: Literally “long of nostrils,” an idiom for patience.

Bentorah explores the imagery of measured anger rather than uncontrolled rage. God'’s patience is not
indifference to sin. He is both holy and compassionate.

Reflection: Have | confused God’s correction with rejection because of how others expressed anger?

8. Rav Chesed — Abounding in Steadfast Love (Hebrew, Psalm 103:8)

Meaning: Great or abundant in covenant love, kindness, faithfulness, and mercy.

Rav expresses greatness or abundance. Chesed communicates loyal love and steadfast kindness. God'’s
faithfulness is not a temporary emotional response; it belongs to His character.

Application: Repentance responds to the God whose love and mercy are already revealed.

9. Riv — To Contend or Accuse (Hebrew, Psalm 103:9)

Meaning: To contend, dispute, plead a case, or bring an accusation.

God does not continually contend with His people. This does not mean He ignores wrongdoing; His relationship
with them is not characterized by endless accusation. He corrects, forgives, and restores.

Reflection: Do | keep prosecuting myself for something | have already brought to God?
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10. Natar — To Keep or Harbor (Hebrew, Psalm 103:9)

Meaning: To keep, guard, retain, or hold on to something.

Here the word describes holding on to anger. The psalm says God does not harbor anger forever. We can
acknowledge failures without imagining He permanently holds them over our heads.

11. Gamal — To Deal With or Repay (Hebrew, Psalm 103:10)

Meaning: To deal with, recompense, repay, or render what is due.

God has not dealt with His people according to their sins. Mercy does not mean sin has no consequences; it
reveals that God’s dealings with us are not limited to strict repayment for every failure. Through Christ,
forgiveness and reconciliation become possible.

Part IV— The Compassion That Remembers
12. Av — Father (Hebrew, Psalm 103:13)
Meaning: Father, ancestor, or paternal figure.

Psalm 103 compares God’s compassion to a father’s tenderness toward his children. The emphasis includes
relationship, not only authority. God knows our dependence and our need for guidance.

13. Zakhar — To Remember (Hebrew, Psalm 103:14)

Meaning: To remember, call to mind, or remain mindful of.

God remembering that we are dust does not imply He might forget. It expresses His continuing awareness of
our frailty and limitations.

14. Aphar — Dust (Hebrew, Psalm 103:14)
Meaning: Dust, dry earth, or loose soil.

This recalls humanity’s formation from dust in Genesis 2:7. We are created beings dependent upon God for life.
Our weakness does not surprise Him.

Application: God calls us to depend on Him, not to possess His perfection.

Bringing the Word Studies Together

 Katakrima — Christ frees us from condemnation.

« Chivuta — Christ’s sacrifice addresses our debt.

 Eleos and Charis — God extends mercy and supplies grace.

« Rachum and Erekh Appayim — God is compassionate and patient.
* Rav Chesed — God'’s steadfast love is abundant.

¢ Riv and Natar — God does not contend or harbor anger forever.

* Gamal — God does not repay us as our sins deserve.
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¢ Av, Zakhar, Aphar — Our Father remembers our human frailty.

Closing Reflection — From Condemnation to Communion

Throughout these twelve days, we have studied exposure of sin, godly sorrow, confession, repentance, turning
toward God, and cleansing. Now we arrive at an essential truth: Repentance is not intended to become a
permanent residence in shame.

God reveals what needs to change so that we can turn toward Him. Christ’s sacrifice does not make repentance
unnecessary; it makes forgiveness and restored fellowship possible.

Conviction invites us to respond. Condemnation leaves us believing there is no way forward. Romans 8 reminds
us that through Christ there is a way forward; Psalm 103 reveals the compassionate heart of the Father.

We do not have to become perfect before approaching Him. We approach because we need His mercy, grace,
and transforming work.

Questions for Personal Reflection

1. Do | find it easier to believe God forgives others than to believe He forgives me?

2. Am | allowing conviction to lead toward change, or shame to keep me focused on failure?
3. Has fear of punishment shaped my obedience more than love for God?

4. What would change if | approached God with the confidence described in Hebrews 4:167?
5. What does it mean to me that God remembers | am dust?

Day 12 takeaway: God’s heart is revealed in His forgiveness, compassion, patience, and desire to restore us to
fellowship with Him.

Study note: Greek and Hebrew meanings reflect standard lexical usage. Bentorah’s Aramaic explanations and symbolic
illustrations are devotional perspectives, not always literal translations.
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