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MIXED MEDIA FAITH | MAKE ROOM FOR GOD'S HEART

DAY 10 | TURN
30 Days of Repentance & Heart Preparation

Scripture: Ezekiel 18:30-32 | Acts 26:19-20 | Luke 3:7-14 | Romans 2:4

Devotional: The Invitation to Turn
There is a difference between recognizing what is wrong and choosing a different direction. We may
acknowledge a harmful habit, confess a wrong attitude, or recognize where fear has been directing
our decisions. But repentance asks what happens next. Will we turn toward God with what He has
revealed?

In Ezekiel 18, the Lord calls His people to turn from their offenses and live. The passage is serious
about sin, yet it also reveals God's heart: He takes no pleasure in death. His call to repent is not an
invitation to despair. It is a call to life.

Romans 2:4 adds an essential dimension: God's kindness, patience, and forbearance are meant to
lead us to repentance. We do not have to mistake His patience for indifference, nor His correction for
rejection. His kindness gives us reason to come honestly before Him.

But repentance cannot remain only a feeling or a private intention. Paul tells Agrippa that he
preached repentance, turning to God, and deeds consistent with that repentance (Acts 26:19-20).
John the Baptist makes the same point in Luke 3. When people ask, "What should we do?" he names
concrete changes: share with those in need, act honestly, refuse exploitation, and practice
contentment. The fruit of repentance becomes visible in ordinary choices.

The invitation is both inward and outward: bring God the heart, and let that surrender reshape the
life.

"Repentance is more than turning away from what is wrong. It is turning
toward God with a heart willing to be changed."

A closer look: The language of the heart
Our Hebrew studies deepen this theme. Lev (heart) points us toward the inner person, not merely
outward behavior. Ruach (spirit, breath, wind) helps us consider the depth of renewal described in
Ezekiel. Pasha (rebellion or transgression) names the seriousness of going our own way. Shalak (to
cast or throw away) gives us a vivid picture of releasing what must not be carried forward. Asah (to
do or make) reminds us to consider what change looks like in practice.

These words offer helpful connections for reflection, but their devotional imagery should not be confused with a claim
that every Hebrew word has only one meaning or that a letter-by-letter interpretation establishes the passage's meaning.
The Scriptures themselves remain our foundation.

Where fear meets surrender
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Sometimes the behavior we need to address has roots in fear: fear of losing control, being
disappointed, or trusting God with an uncertain outcome. Fear itself is not necessarily disobedience.
Yet we can respond to fear by clinging to our own way even when God is inviting us to trust Him.

Turning may involve confessing a wrong, making restitution, speaking truthfully, sharing generously,
changing a pattern, or releasing an outcome we have tried to control. The question is not simply,
"What am I trying to stop?" It is also, "Who am I turning toward, and what response of obedience is
He inviting from me?"

We cannot create a new heart by determination alone. We can come to God honestly, receive His
mercy, and respond to His leading. Repentance is not perfection performed for approval. It is a
genuine turning that begins to bear fruit.

STUDY & REFLECTION

1. What connects God's call to life in Ezekiel with His kindness in Romans?

2. Where have I recognized a needed change but delayed taking a concrete step?

3. Is fear or a desire for control shaping any of my choices? What would turning toward God look like
there?

4. What "fruit in keeping with repentance" could be visible in my relationships, words, generosity, or
integrity this week?

5. Am I asking God to change my circumstances while resisting a change He is asking to make in
me?

RESPOND IN PRAYER

Bring one specific discovery before God. Name what you need to confess, release, or change. Ask
Him to shape both your desires and your actions. Leave space to listen before deciding what your
next faithful step will be.
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FAST WITH INTENTION

What habit, distraction, or attempt to control an outcome can I lay down today to make room for
God? What am I noticing in that space?

TODAY'S RESPONSE

One specific step of repentance or obedience I can take today:

Closing thought

God's kindness does not leave us where we are. It invites us to turn, receive
His mercy, and walk in a new direction.

Source notes: Biblical passages listed above (NIV references). Companion Hebrew reflections draw on the five Chaim
Bentorah studies supplied for Day 10. Read the separate Hebrew Word Study for source links and expanded notes.


