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Make Room for God’s Heart | Scripture Readings (NIV)

Galatians 5:16–25

16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is

contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you

are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft;

hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies,

and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and

self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh

with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

John 15:1–8

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while

every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because

of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it

must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me

you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such

branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing

yourselves to be my disciples.

Matthew 7:16–20

The full NIV text of this passage was not included in the supplied scripture.

Reading reference: Matthew 7:16–20 (NIV). Jesus teaches that people are recognized by their fruit, just as trees

are known by the fruit they produce. Good and bad fruit reveal the nature of the tree.

Colossians 1:9–12

9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask

God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10

so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work,

growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that

you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to



share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.

Scripture: New International Version (NIV). Footnote markers omitted from the passages supplied.



