MAKE ROOM FOR GOD’S HEART | DAY 21

|dols of the Heart

Scripture focus: Ezekiel 14:1-6 « Exodus 20:1-6 « Matthew 6:19-24 « Colossians 3:1-5

When we hear the word idol, we may picture a carved statue or an ancient altar. But in Ezekiel 14, God
confronts something much closer: idols that people have set up in their hearts. They still come seeking a
word from Him, yet something else has claimed their deepest loyalty.

Anidol of the heart is not always a bad thing. Comfort, security, relationships, achievement, money, and
even being needed can be good gifts. The danger comes when we ask a gift to do what only God can do:
give us our ultimate identity, peace, worth, or hope. What began as something we appreciate can quietly
become something we cannot imagine living without.

In Exodus, God reminds His people that He is the One who brought them out of slavery before
commanding them to have no other gods. His call to worship is rooted in arelationship with the One who
rescues. He is not competing for our attention out of insecurity; He is calling us away from false sources
of life.

Jesus brings this into everyday focus: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew
6:21, NIV). What we protect, chase, fear losing, or continually think about can reveal where our treasure
lies. Colossians 3:1-5 calls us to direct our hearts toward Christ and put to death what pulls us away from
Him, including greed, which Paul identifies asidolatry.

Thisis not an invitation to shame ourselves for having desires. It is an invitation to examine them
honestly. We can enjoy blessings without worshiping them, love people without asking them to be our
savior, and make plans without treating control as our source of safety.

God'swordsin Ezekiel reveal His purpose: to recapture the hearts of His people. Repentance is more
than giving something up. It is turning toward the One who is worthy of the place we have given away.
Making room for God's heart means allowing Him to reorder ours.

Reflect
* What am | asking to give me what | should ultimately seek from God?
» What do my fears, priorities, and reactions reveal about what | treasure?
» What might it look like to receive this thing as a gift rather than depend on it as my foundation?

Today’sinvitation

Name one thing you may be holding too tightly. Bring it to God without excuses or self-condemnation.
Ask Him to help you enjoy what is good while keeping Him first.




