DAY 11 | MERCY

Mixed Media Faith « Make Room for God’s Heart
A Prayer for Receiving God’s Mercy

Heavenly Father,

Thank You for being a God whose mercy is not reluctant, limited, or dependent upon our ability to earn it.
Thank You that Your compassion never fails, Your faithfulness never changes, and Your mercies are
new every morning.

Lord, as we continue inviting You to search our hearts, teach us to receive Your mercy with the same
willingness that we ask for Your correction.

When You reveal something in us that needs to change, help us respond with humility rather than
defensiveness. Give us the courage to acknowledge our sins without making excuses, minimizing the
harm we have caused, or hiding behind our intentions.

But Father, do not let us confuse repentance with endless self-condemnation.

Show us where we have continued carrying guilt that You have already forgiven. Reveal the places
where we have believed that punishing ourselves somehow demonstrates the sincerity of our
repentance.

Remind us that our suffering cannot accomplish what Jesus has already accomplished through His
sacrifice.

Lord, wash us thoroughly.

Do not merely change what others can see. Cleanse the attitudes, motives, desires, and patterns within
us that need Your transforming touch. Where we have become comfortable with what separates us from
Your heart, awaken our conviction. Where we have become overwhelmed by shame, remind us of Your
compassion.

Teach us the difference between conviction that draws us closer to You and condemnation that
convinces us to hide.

Father, Your Word tells us that You delight in showing mercy. Help us believe that truth, especially when
we struggle to extend compassion to ourselves.

We do not ask You to erase the responsibility we have for our choices. We ask You for the wisdom and
strength to take that responsibility without allowing our failures to define our identity.

Where restitution is possible, guide us. Where reconciliation is appropriate, give us humility and
discernment. Where consequences remain, help us walk through them faithfully, knowing that Your
mercy has not abandoned us.
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And Lord, as we receive Your mercy, let it change the way we treat others.

Keep us from becoming people who eagerly receive forgiveness but reluctantly extend compassion.
Teach us to be merciful without abandoning truth, to forgive without denying harm, and to love without
confusing mercy with permission for continued wrongdoing.

Thank You that Your mercy does more than address our past. Through Jesus Christ and the renewing
work of the Holy Spirit, You offer us the hope of a transformed life.

Help us stop measuring the reach of Your mercy by the size of our failures.

May we trust Your compassion as deeply as we trust Your correction.

May we welcome Your renewal as readily as we acknowledge our need for it.

And may our hearts become places where Your truth, grace, mercy, and love are all welcome.

In Jesus' name, Amen.
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