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Scripture Readings — New International Version (NIV)

John 14:15–24

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit

15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate

to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither

sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you

as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me.

Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me,

and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves

me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the

world?”

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come

to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These

words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.”

James 1:22–25

Listening and Doing

22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the

word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at

himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect

law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be

blessed in what they do.

1 Samuel 15:22–23

22 But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the

Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is like the sin

of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has

rejected you as king.”

Luke 6:46–49
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The Wise and Foolish Builders

46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 As for everyone who comes to me and

hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what they are like. 48 They are like a man

building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck

that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 49 But the one who hears my words and does not

put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the

torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.”



