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February is Black History Month. In honor of this event I will 
dedicate this space to highlighting a prominent Black leader. This 
week we will focus on Thurgood Marshall.  
 
Thurgood Marshall—perhaps best known as the first African American Supreme Court justice—played an 
instrumental role in promoting racial equality during the civil rights movement. As a practicing attorney, 
Marshall argued a record-breaking 32 cases before the Supreme Court, winning 29 of them. In fact, Marshall 
represented and won more cases before the high court than any other person. During his 24-year term as 
Supreme Court justice, Marshall’s passionate support for individual and civil rights guided his policies and 
decisions. Most historians regard him as an influential figure in shaping social policies and upholding laws to 
protect minorities. 

 
Education 
Thurgood Marshall was born on July 2, 1908, in Baltimore, Maryland. His father, William Marshall, was a 
railroad porter, and his mother, Norma, was a teacher. 
 
After he completed high school in 1925, Marshall attended Lincoln University in Chester County, Pennsylvania. 
Just before he graduated, he married his first wife, Vivian “Buster” Burey. 
 
Marshall decided to attend Howard University Law School, where he became a protégé of the well-known 
dean, Charles Hamilton Houston, who encouraged students to use the law as a means for social 
transformation. 
 
In 1933, Marshall received his law degree and was ranked first in his class. After graduation from Howard, 
Marshall opened a private practice law firm in Baltimore. 
 
Did you know? Thurgood Marshall argued thirty-two cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, more than anyone 
else in history. 
 
Life as a Lawyer 
In 1935, Marshall’s first major court victory came in Murray v. Pearson, when he, alongside his mentor 
Houston, successfully sued the University of Maryland for denying a Black applicant admission to its law 
school because of his race. 
 
Shortly after this legal success, Marshall became a staff lawyer for the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and was eventually named chief of the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund. 
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Throughout the 1940s and 1950s, Marshall was recognized as a one of the top attorneys in the United States, 
winning 29 of the 32 cases he argued before the 
Supreme Court. 
 
Some of Marshall’s notable cases included: 
 
Chambers v. Florida (1940): Marshall 
successfully defended four convicted Black men 
who were coerced by police into confessing to 
murder. 
Smith v. Allwright (1944): In this decision, the 
Supreme Court overturned a Texas state law 
that authorized the use of whites-only primary 
elections in certain Southern states. 
Shelley v. Kraemer (1948): The Supreme Court 
struck down the legality of racially restrictive 
housing covenants. 
Sweatt v. Painter (1950): This case challenged 
the “separate but equal” doctrine of racial 
segregation that was put in place in the Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) case and set the stage for future legislation. 
The court sided with Heman Marion Sweatt, a Black man who was denied admission to the University of Texas 
School of Law due to his race even though he had the option of “separate but equal” facilities. 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954): This landmark case was considered Marshall’s greatest 
victory as a civil-rights lawyer. A group of Black parents whose children were required to attend segregated 
schools filed a class-action lawsuit. The Supreme Court unanimously ruled that “separate educational facilities 
are inherently unequal.” 
 
Supreme Court Appointment 
In 1961, President John F. Kennedy appointed Marshall to the U.S. Court of Appeals, and in 1965, President 
Lyndon B. Johnson made him the first Black Solicitor General. It was clear the successful attorney was well on 
his way to making a case for a Supreme Court nomination. 
 
Thurgood Marshall Quotes 
Some of Marshall’s best-known quotes include: 
 
“In recognizing the humanity of our fellow beings, we pay ourselves the highest tribute.” 
“To protest against injustice is the foundation of all our American democracy." 
“You do what you think is right and let the law catch up.” 
“History teaches that grave threats to liberty often come in times of urgency, when constitutional rights seem 
too extravagant to endure.” 
“Racism separates, but it never liberates. Hatred generates fear, and fear once given a foothold binds, 
consumes and imprisons. Nothing is gained from prejudice. No one benefits from racism.” 
“The measure of a country's greatness is its ability to retain compassion in times of crisis.” 
“None of us got where we are solely by pulling ourselves up by our bootstraps. We got here because 
somebody — a parent, a teacher, an Ivy League crony or a few nuns — bent down and helped us pick up our 
boots.” 

 
Source: historychannel.com   

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

PTA/SLT Meetings: PTA/SLT meetings will be held on the following dates: 3/6, 4/3, 5/1, and 6/5.  

SLT commences at 4:30 pm and ends at 5:30 pm. PTA meetings commence at 6 pm to 7 pm.  

Additionally, meetings will be held virtually and in person (hybrid). An email with the Zoom 

links will be sent to parents ten days in advance week. 

 

The Parent Association will provide two parent workshops in March; Motivation & Goal 

Setting and Time Management. We will provide further information on these workshops in the 

upcoming days. Both workshops will be held in Spanish as well. 

 

T The following are the key dates of the spring semester: 

 
Marking Period Start Marking Period End 

1st Marking Period  1/31 3/20 

2nd Marking Period  3/21 5/8 

3rd Marking Period 5/9 6/21 

 

Spring 2023 Non Attendance Days-The following is a list of the days that classes are NOT in 

Session: 

 

MIDWINTER RECESS 2/20/23 - 2/24/23 

SPRING RECESS 4/06/23 – 4/14/23 

EID AL-FITR 4/21/23 

MEMORIAL DAY` 5/29/23 

ANNIVERSARY DAY 6/08/23 

REGENTS WEEK 6/14/23 – 6/23/23 

 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences will take place virtually on the following dates and times: 

 
March 23 Evening (5:00-8:00 pm), March 24 Afternoon (12:00-2:30 pm), and May 18 Evening (5:00-8:00 pm) 

 

In order to help your child succeed and flourish during the spring semester we ask that you 

review the list of school expectations found below:   

 

Punctuality:   

Please note that classes begin at 8:20 am. Students should report to school at least ten minutes 

prior to their first class in order to put their coats in their lockers, use the rest rooms and be in 

their classroom to start the educational process. Losing valuable class time can sometimes 

Announcements 

From the Desk of the  

Parent Coordinator 

Ms. Bernabel 

ABernabel@schools.nyc.gov  

Tel #929-617-0122 
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lead to failed classes.  Breakfast is available to students from 7:30 a.m. until 8:10 a.m.  Students 

are not permitted to eat in the classroom, so if your child is bringing breakfast to school, they 

must arrive in time to eat and be in their first period class on time.  

 

Attendance:   

Good attendance is essential for students to succeed.  A missed day at school is a missed 

opportunity for learning to take place. Please review your child’s attendance and report to us 

any absences for medical reasons. 

 

Prepared for School:  

All students should come prepared for school each day with their notebooks, loose-leaf paper 

and subject dividers.  Students are expected to take notes, write down homework assignments 

and dates of upcoming quizzes.  Please check your child’s notebook and school issued 

agenda books on a regular basis to see that s/he is keeping up with this task as students are 

graded on its upkeep.  Check to see if they have homework and are doing it. 

 

Report Cards: 

Report cards are distributed three (3) times a semester.  Please review the dates listed above. 

 

Dress Code: 

Please be aware of the dress code.   

 

Dress Code –  

 

a. Male students are not permitted to wear their pants below their waist. 

b. Female students are not permitted to wear short-shorts, mini-skirts, see through 

apparel or low cut tops.  All tops must cover the midriff.   

c. No headwear is permitted in the building (hats, scarves, du-rags, etc.) 

 

Pupil Path: 

DOE My Grades is an online grading tool used by teachers to record assignments, grades and 

attendance.  Parents and students can access updates of all classroom information through 

the parent/student NYC MySchools account which can be access at the following site: 

https://www.myschools.nyc/en/account/log-in/. We encourage you to check your child’s 

progress on a weekly basis to ensure that he/she is on track. Feel free to contact Ms. Bernabel, 

our Parent Coordinator, with questions regarding registration at ABernabel@schools.nyc.gov 

or simply call the school number. 

 

Change of Information: 

Please inform our Parent Coordinator, Ms. Bernabel of any changes in address or telephone 

numbers. If an emergency occurs or a teacher is trying to get in touch with you, we need your 

most current information. 

 

Cell Phone Policy & Electronic Devices: 

The use of cell phones, computing devices and portable music and entertainment systems at 

school is subject to the restrictions below. 

 

https://www.myschools.nyc/en/account/log-in/


• Cell phones and portable music and entertainment systems may not be turned on or 

used during the administration of any school quiz, test or examination.  

• Computing devices may not be turned on or used during the administration of any 

school quiz, test or examination, except where such use has been explicitly authorized 

by the school or is contained in an Individualized Education Program or Section 504 

Accommodation Plan. 

• Use of cell phones, computing devices, portable music and entertainment systems and 

other electronic devices during the administration of state standardized examinations is 

governed by State Education Department Rules. 

• Cell phones, computing devices and portable music and entertainment systems may 

not be turned on or used during school fire drills or other emergency preparedness 

exercises. 

• Cell phones, computing devices, and portable music and entertainment systems may 

not be used in locker rooms or bathrooms. 

 

Cell phones, computing devices, portable music and entertainment systems may be used as 

set forth below consistent with Regulation A-413: 

 

During the school day: 

 

• May not be turned on or used during instructional time, except for instructional and 

educational purposes with the explicit approval of the teacher. 

• May be used during the following non-instructional times of the school day: Lunch 

periods in the following designated areas: School Cafeteria. 

 

Confiscation and return of electronic items: 

 

Measures will be instituted in a progressive fashion. Such measures may include, but are not 

limited to:    

 

• Warnings. 

• Confiscation of item and return at end of school day. 

• Confiscation of item and return following parent conference. 

• Confiscation of item and return following student entering into behavioral contract. 

• Revocation of privilege to bring item to school. 

 

Lockers: 

Every student must have a locker.  Coats, metro cards, wallets, iPods, etc., can easily be lost if 

not placed in a locker.  The following staff member is responsible for lockers: AP Williams 

(Cwillia11@schools.nyc.gov). 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the counseling department:                                   

❖ If your child is or will be absent, please contact 

Ms. Garcia (9-10th Grade Students) at ext. 5052 or 

email at NGarcia33@schools.nyc.gov ; Mrs. 

Vega-Beltran (11-12th Grade Students) at ext. 

5091or via email at NVega11@schools.nyc.gov ; or Ms. Bernabel, Parent Coordinator, at ext. 

1012 or email at ABernabel@schools.nyc.gov . Please be sure to send a doctor’s note if your 

child has a medical appointment.  

❖ Respect For All Week – February 13th-17th : Our community will participate in various activities 

that  promote respect for diversity, promote acceptance and understanding for all people, 

and focus on preventing bullying, intimidation, and bias-based harassment. Every day will be 

a different theme that coincides with various attire and activities.  

❖ Students have No School: 

o Mid-Winter Recess – February 20th – 24th ; Students return to school February 27th  

❖ 1st period Class begins at 8:20 am. Please ensure that your child arrives to school before 8:20 

AM and on time regularly so that they are able to effectively engage in their first period 

lesson. Lateness adversely impacts a child’s academic performance.   

❖ Please keep track of your child’s academic progress, grades, and attendance in their classes 

staying in contact with their teacher and counselor. You can schedule meetings with 

teachers on Tuesdays, please contact your child’s school counselor.  

❖ School Counselors continue to conduct in class workshops on various social, emotional, 

learning topics on a weekly and/or monthly basis. 

❖ During the cold weather, please make sure your child is dressed appropriately for the school 

environment. If you need assistance providing your child with a coat or other needed 

clothing, please contact your child’s counselor.  

❖ Please have your child attend tutoring for academic support and regents tutoring.  

 

SUBJECT TEACHER DAY TIME ROOM 

ENGLISH 9 AND 12TH GRADE MS. NICOLETTA  THURSDAY 2:45 – 3:45 PM  301 

ENGLISH 9, 10, AND 11TH GRADES MS. WICKS THURSDAY 2:45 – 3:45 PM 306 

ENGLISH 9 – 12TH GRADES MS. KADISON  THURSDAY 2:45 – 3:45 PM 303 

LIVING ENVIRONMENT & GEOMETRY MS. TULI WEDNESDAY 3:00 – 5:00 PM 307 

CHEMISTRY & CODING  MS. OKWABI THURSDAY 2:45 – 3:45 PM 308 

VARIOUS SCIENCE/HISTORY 

CLASSES 

MS. CUMBERBATCH THURSDAY 2:45 – 3:45 PM 305 

INTEGRATED ALGEBRA  MR. HASAN  FRIDAY  2:45 – 3:45 PM 406 

INTEGRATED ALGEBRA & GEOMETRY  MR. CHEN FRIDAY 2:45 – 3:45 PM 402 

GEOMETRY & TRIGONOMETRY  MR. ZHANG  THURSDAY 2:45 – 3:45 PM 402 

US HISTORY & PART IN GOV’T  MR. COLON  WEDNESDAY 2:45 – 3:45 PM 102 
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❖ Please have your child join extra-curricular activities to join the school community. This a 

great way for students to make new friends, network, be exposed to various 

activities/hobbies, and put on their college applications. 

 

 

❖ Please have your child meet for one on one academic/personal progress meetings with their 

counselor immediately: Ms. Garcia (9-10th Graders) and Mrs. Vega-Beltran (11-12th Graders). 

This meeting is important to ensure they are on track academically with their progress towards 

graduation and to check in on their personal well-being. 

❖ Please reach out to Ms. Garcia (9-10th Grades) or Mrs. Vega-Beltran (11-12th Grade) if you feel 

that your child needs social/emotional support. We have an abundance of services for 

students at the school and can refer your family to outside resources/assistance.  

 

Please feel free to contact your child’s School Counselor directly with any questions, 

concerns, or if you need assistance:  

             Ms. Niurkary Garcia, 9 & 10th Grade Counselor (212)391-0041 Ext. 5052   

Email: NGarcia33@schools.nyc.gov  

            Mrs. Nicole Vega-Beltran, 11 & 12th Grade Counselor 212-391-0041 Ext. 5091   

            Email: NVega11@schools.nyc.gov  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

VARIOUS HISTORY CLASSES  MS. GORDON  THURSDAY 2:45 – 3:45 PM 408 

BUISNESS MS. NEWELL WEDNESDAY 2:45 – 3:45 PM 409 

CLUB  TEACHER DAY TIME ROOM 

COOKING CLUB  MR. URENA TUESDAY 3:00 – 4:00 PM CAFE 

NEWSPAPER/JOURNALISM MR. DE LA CRUZ  THURSDAY 3:00 – 4:00 PM 303 

FITNESS MS. TULI THURSDAY 3:00 – 4:00 PM 101 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY  MS. DE GREGORIO  WEDNESDAY 3:00 – 4:00 PM 201 

SMASH ARTS  MS. DE GREGORIO FRIDAY 3:00 – 4:00 PM AUD 

VOLLEYBALL MRS. RUSHFORTH  MONDAY 4:00 – 5:00 PM  305 

HELPING HANDS SOCIETY  MS. KADISON WEDNESDAY  3:00 – 4:00 PM 303 

YEARBOOK  MS. KADISON  WEDNESDAY 3:00 – 4:00 PM 303 

GARDENING   MS. WICKS WEDNESDAY 3:00 – 4:00 PM 306 

ANIME  MS. WICKS THURSDAY 3:00 – 4:00 PM 306 

SENIOR COUNCIL  MS. OKWABI  WEDNESDAY 3:00 – 4:00 PM 308 

SLAM! MS. NICOLETTA FRIDAY 3:00 – 4:00 PM 301 

MUSIC MR. CHEN THURSDAY 3:00 – 4:00 PM 405 
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Recently JKO held its annual Senior Hoodies Day. A BIG thank you to 

the Parent Association for funding this year’s senior hoodies!!! See pics 

below… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Students of the Month (SOM) for November and December!!! We are proud of 

each and every one of you!!! The SOM received a pizza party as well as gift cards. Keep up the great 

work JKO! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 
9th: Lisett Hernandez 

10th: Deisy Quezada 

11th: Erik Aspiroz 

12th: Cathleen Conte-Marrero 

November 
9th: Damian Hernandez 

10th: Anuva Singha 

11th: Sylvia Gutierrez 

12th: Cristal Garcia 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from Ms. De Gregorio: 

 

On January 11 students went to see the Pulitzer Prize winning play “Between Broadway and 

Crazy” at the 2nd Stage Theater.  

 

“City Hall is demanding more than his signature, the landlord wants him out, the liquor store is 

closed — and the Church won’t leave him alone. For ex-cop and recent widower Walter 

“Pops” Washington (Stephen McKinley Henderson) and his recently paroled son Junior 

(Common), the struggle to hold on to one of the last great rent stabilized apartments on 

Riverside Drive collides with old wounds, sketchy new houseguests, and a final ultimatum in 

this Pulitzer Prize-winning dark comedy from Stephen Adly Guirgis.” 

 
 

Students also participated in an intimate talkback with the cast after the show.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On January 11th, in partnership with the producers of Topdog|Underdog, JKO hosted, an 

intimate chat with Yahya Abdul-Mateen II and Corey Hawkins for 200 teens in person. The 

conversation/chat were streamed live for a few thousand other NYC students who saw the 

show.  There was dedicated time for an interactive Q&A chat for those joining. A special 

thanks to Peter Avery, NYCDOE Theater Director, and Ms. D for making this happen!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior to the holiday break Ms. Acosta 

(Superwoman/Do It All Secretary), Ms. Vega-Beltran 

(Bat woman/School Counselor), and Ms. Garcia 

(Wonder woman/School Counselor) had our 

migrant students fill out their wish list for the holidays. 

Next, they went above and beyond by purchasing 

and wrapping the gifts for the students. The students 

and their families were invited for a luncheon at the 

school where the gifts were tendered to them with 

great fanfare, enthusiasm, and gratitude. Thank you 

to Ms. Vega-Beltran, Ms. Garcia, and Ms. Acosta for 

spearheading this!!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, January 10th, the Cooking Club was led by Carolina Vile. She facilitated the class of 

students in making cheese steak sandwiches as well as buffalo chicken rolls-AMAZING!!! THANK YOU 

Carolina!!! A special thank you to Ms. Acosta, Ms. Bernabel, and Ms. Jimenez for always helping and 

supporting the cooking club!!! 

 

See pics below… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from Ms. De Gregorio: 

 

JKO has been participating in the DiverCity Lens Photography program for over 8 years. The 

program is made up of a consortium of art teachers from 16 schools across all five boroughs 

under the direction of Zion Ozeri, photographer and founder of the program. It challenges 

students to see beyond the surface and to find meaning in a single moment. It is about the 

relationship between image and text. This year's theme was "In the Moment." 4 student 

photographers will represent JKO at the end of year gallery with the other schools. We 

wanted to share the digital gallery with you. If you'd like, please send me your thoughts on 

which photographers expressed the theme best through their photograph and writing. 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mX76FylVchfbxFUIMj061YguAQ331q00teLtvF57KCI/edit?usp=sharing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F1mX76FylVchfbxFUIMj061YguAQ331q00teLtvF57KCI%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C01%7CMUrena4%40schools.nyc.gov%7C8fc6c5f353fa40da348e08db009d5006%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C638104447880057655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bBr8xzV579%2F3JarefblgXHDQtrulLESXTbBc3TGkIJY%3D&reserved=0


 

 



































































































 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


