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Thanksgiving is almost here!!! 
 

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest 

appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.”  

John F. Kennedy 

 

The JKO staff and I would like to wish all our students and parents a very 

enjoyable and relaxing Thanksgiving. 

 

 

 
 

A Brief History of Thanksgiving 

 

Thanksgiving is a national holiday in the United States. It is celebrated each year on 

the fourth Thursday in November. On this day, families gather together, and many 

people say prayers of thanks for the years blessings. In many homes, a big dinner of 

roast turkey and dressing is served. Thanksgiving is traditionally a harvest festival. Similar 

festivals are celebrated in many parts of the world to give thanks after the years crops 

have been safely harvested. Canada celebrates its Thanksgiving the second Monday 

in October. 

 

A small ship called the Mayflower set sail from Plymouth, England, on September 16, 

1620. The passengers spent 66 days in the hold of the ship arriving on November 21. 

Most of them were Puritans who had been persecuted for their religious beliefs in 

England. One month later, on December 26, all 102 passengers set foot 

on land and began to establish the colony of Plymouth. The Pilgrims, as 

these people came to be called, had borrowed money from a group of 

English merchants to cross the Atlantic Ocean. They planned to start a 

settlement in the Virginia Colony in America, but during the long voyage, 

storms blew their crowded little vessel off course. 

 

After sailing for more than two months, the Mayflower finally reached 

land near what is now Provincetown on Cape Cod. This part of the American coast, 
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called New England, had been explored several years earlier by an Englishman 

named Capt. John Smith. The Pilgrims followed Smith's maps and sailed across Cape 

Cod Bay to the mainland coast of Massachusetts. 

 

They founded the Colony of Plymouth in December 1620. Most of the Pilgrims had 

suffered terribly from the long voyage. They immediately began to build shelters, but 

soon they were overcome by a general sickness. Through the course of the winter 46 

died, nearly half their original number. Some who became ill on the voyage and who 

were too sick to be moved stayed on the Mayflower, which was anchored in Plymouth 

Harbor for the winter. 

 

The Mayflower had been a cargo ship and had to be refitted to handle the Pilgrim 

passengers. It had three masts and a double deck. No one is sure of what happened 

to the original Mayflower after it returned to England the following April. A replica of 

the original Mayflower was built in England in the mid-1950's. This ship, Mayflower II, 

sailed across the Atlantic in 1957 to commemorate the Pilgrim's voyage. It is now 

anchored in Plymouth Harbor, Massachusetts. 

The first American Thanksgiving probably took place in New 

England. It was celebrated by the Pilgrim settlers, who established 

Plymouth Colony in Massachusetts in 1620. The Pilgrims had 

struggled bravely through a grim winter with much sickness and little 

food. 

 

The following spring, friendly Indians helped the settlers to plant corn, and in the 

autumn, the first crop was harvested. Governor William Bradford proclaimed three 

days of prayer and thanksgiving. The Pilgrims gave a huge feast and invited the Indian 

Chief, Massosoit, and 90 of his people. 

 

The custom of observing a special harvest thanksgiving day spread throughout the 

other colonies in the following years. After the American Revolution, the various states 

continued the custom, each one naming it's own day for giving thanks. In 1863, 

President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the first national Thanksgiving Day on the last 

Thursday in November. The present date was established by Congress in 1941. 
 
Source: http://www.celebratelove.com/thanxhistory.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
🐾 COSA Corner – November Updates 

 

🗳️ Student Government Elections 

Student Government elections have officially concluded following our debate on November 6th, 

and we’re excited to announce this year’s winners: 

• President: Bismarck C. 

• Vice President: Stacy P. 

• Secretary: Kimberlyn M. 

• Treasurer: Kaily O. 

 

We would like to thank all of the candidates for running thoughtful, positive, and spirited campaigns. 

Their leadership and enthusiasm truly embody the JKO spirit! 

 

🍂 JKO Thanksgiving Potluck 

On Monday, November 25th, from 3:30 to 5:30 PM, Student Government will host a student-only 

Thanksgiving Potluck in celebration of gratitude and community. 

The event is free to attend, and we kindly ask each student to bring an edible item to share in the 

spirit of family and togetherness. 

 

🧺 Giving Back – Donation Drive 

In the spirit of giving, JKO’s NextGen LeadHers Club and National Honor Society are partnering to 

collect nonperishable food items and clothing for the Antonio Olivieri Center. 

Donations can be dropped off in the school lobby until November 17th. Thank you for helping us 

make a difference in our community! 

 

🎓 Class of 2026 Senior Portraits 

Graduation pictures will take place on November 24th and 25th during the school day. 

Students will receive an email by Wednesday, November 13th with a link to schedule their 

appointment. 

The email will also include details about payment options and how to prepare for picture day. 

 

💵 Senior Dues Reminder 

A friendly reminder that Senior Dues must be paid by December 15th to avoid the $20 late fee. 

Payments should be made in the form of a money order addressed to Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 

High School. 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 

November 11 Tuesday Veterans Day, schools closed 

November 20 Thursday Afternoon and Evening Parent-Teacher 

Conferences 5-8 pm (Virtual) 

November 21 Friday Afternoon Parent-Teacher Conferences 12-3 

pm (Virtual) 

November 27–28 Thursday–

Friday 

Thanksgiving Recess, schools closed 

December 24–January 2 Wednesday–

Friday 

Winter Recess, schools close 

 

Announcements 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday, October 24th, NHS 

conducted its annual 

Haunted House fundraiser, 

Forest of Chaos. It was a 

SCARY success!!! A big 

thank you to Ms. De Gregorio 

for spearheading! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from Ms. D Gregorio: 

 

Fashion Design students presented their first 

collection made from newspapers on 

October 21st. Ballgowns, Mermaid dress, 

Kimono with some creative accessories- a 

jellyfish umbrella, a sword and a constructed 

from scratch fan! We can’t wait to see the 

next innovative collection from this talented 

group! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Costume Day 

Pics below… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

And the winners of our Student Council elections are… 

President: Bismarck Contreras 

Vice President: Stacy Puma 

Treasurer: Kaily Ortiz 

Secretary: Kimberlyn Mejia 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently, Ms. Kadison spearheaded JKO visits to the high school fairs of Horace Greely (IS10Q) 

and The Tommie L. Agee Education Campus. A big thank you to the students who attended, Ms. 

Kadison, and Ms. Garcia for making this happen!!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, October22nd, 

many JKO students attended a 

trip to view the Lion King on 

Broadway. It was a 

ROARRRRING adventure!!! See 

pictures… 



Ms. Okwabi: 

T1D Walk for a Cause 

 

On Saturday, October 18, members of Student Government joined over 1,000 participants 

in the T1D Walk from Foley Square over the Brooklyn Bridge — over an hour, 3.11 miles, and 

10,000 steps later, they finished strong with smiles all around! 

 

A huge thank-you to the administration for supporting this meaningful community service 

opportunity and a special recognition to Stacy Puma, whose leadership shined throughout 

the event. 🌟 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On Wednesday, October 8th, our 

VE students engaged in a Virtual 

Enterprise International AD Futures 

Competition. The theme was gun 

violence awareness. The kids did 

AMAZING!!! A BIG thank you to 

Ms. Newell for spearheading this!!! 

 
Students:  

Nico Flores 

Damian Hernandez 

Serenity Mcfadden 

London Potter 

Jei Ana Thomas 

Viannay Palafox 

Evelyn Zeferino 

Valeria Torterolo 

Jean Chimbo 

Faiza Ramia 

Delinda Vega 

























































 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


