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The JKO family would like to wish you and your families an 

enjoyable, healthy, and peaceful holiday season. 
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From the counseling 

department:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
❖ 1st period Class begins at 8:20 A.M. Students need to arrive to 

school prior to 8:20 AM and on time regularly so they are able to 

effectively engage in their first period lesson. Lateness adversely 

impacts a student’s academic performance.  The school day 

ends at 2:40 P.M. 

 

❖ If your child is or will be absent, please contact Ms. Garcia (9-10th Grade Students) at 

ext. 5052 or email at NGarcia33@schools.nyc.gov ; Mrs. Vega-Beltran (11-12th Grade 

Students) at ext. 5091or via email at NVega11@schools.nyc.gov ; or Ms. Bernabel, 

Parent Coordinator, at ext. 1012 or email at ABernabel@schools.nyc.gov . Please be 

sure to send an excuse note for your child’s absence and/or a doctor’s note if your 

child has a medical appointment.  

o Please ensure that your child’s medical documents or any other important 

documents are updated and we have updated copies. 

 

❖ Please keep track of your child’s academic progress, grades, and attendance in 

their classes through the SyncGrades website. Please be sure that your child’s NYC 

Student Email account is updated. If you would like to schedule meetings with 

teachers on Tuesdays, please contact your child’s School Counselor. 

 

❖ IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:  

o DECEMBER 9TH – 2ND MARKING PERIOD ENDS 

 

o DECEMBER 13TH – SMASH ARTS PRODUCTIONS PLAY – “MIRAGE OF LOVE, CIRCLE 

OF LIES” 

 

o DECEMBER 18TH – STUDENT WINTER FESTIVAL  

 

o DECEMBER 23RD – JANUARY 1ST – WINTER RECESS (NO SCHOOL) 

 

❖ COLLEGE NOW – If you are interested in having your 11th or 12th grader take FREE 

College courses while in high school through the City University of New York 

Colleges/Universities, please contact Mrs. Vega-Beltran. This is a great opportunity for 

your child to have those course credits apply to their College Degree for FREE!  
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❖ In order to maintain a positive learning environment, it is expected that 

students dress in a professional manner. We expect students to be dressed 

appropriately to ensure safety and to keep the focus on teaching and learning. We 

would like all parents and guardians to remind students of proper dress protocols on 

campus. 

 Prohibited forms of dress at school include, but are not limited to: 

1) Clothing that contains references to drugs, alcohol, sex, violence, racism, or 

gang-affiliation. 

2) Revealing clothing that does not provide coverage of torso, undergarments, 

and private body parts, including see-through garments of any kind.  

3) Sunglasses while indoors. 

If you need assistance providing your child clothing, please contact your child’s 

counselor.  

 

❖ Students are NOT ALLOWED TO USE CELL PHONES DURING SCHOOL HOURS. This 

includes IPads, Macbooks, Smart watches or any non DOE issued electronic device. 

They must keep their phones locked in their yonder pouch. In case of an emergency, 

please call the school to contact your child and students can use a school office 

phone to contact their parent/guardian.  

  

❖ 12th GRADE SENIOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS: Please work closely with your senior child 

this school year to discuss their post-secondary options (plans after high school). They 

will need your support and encouragement when applying to college/university, 

trade school, military, and/or financial aid/scholarships. Please look out for future 

communication regarding college trips, workshops, financial aid, and important 

deadlines. 

 

❖ Please have your child meet for one on one academic/personal progress meetings 

with their counselor immediately: Ms. Garcia (9-10th Graders) and Mrs. Vega-Beltran 

(11-12th Graders). This meeting is important to ensure they are on track academically 

with their progress towards graduation and to check in on their personal well-being.                                                                                                                             

 

❖ Please reach out to Ms. Garcia (9-10th Grades) or Mrs. Vega-Beltran (11-12th Grade) if 

you feel that your child needs social/emotional support. We have an abundance of 

services for students at the school and can refer your family to outside 

resources/assistance.  

 

❖ Please have your child attend tutoring and join extra-curricular activities to be an 

active member of the school community. This a great way for students to make new 

friends, network, and be exposed to various activities/hobbies. We will send 

information for tutoring and extra-curricular activities in the coming weeks. 

 

 

Please feel free to contact your child’s School Counselor directly with any questions, 

concerns, or if you need assistance:  

Ms. Niurkary Garcia, 9 & 10th Grade Counselor (212)391-0041 Ext. 5052    



 Email: NGarcia33@schools.nyc.gov  

Mrs. Nicole Vega-Beltran, 11 & 12th Grade Counselor 212-391-0041 Ext. 5091  Email:  

NVega11@schools.nyc.gov 
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DEL DEPARTAMENTO DE ASESORAMIENTO:                                           

 

❖ 1 periodo La clase comienza a las 8:20 A.M.  

Los estudiantes deben llegar a la escuela antes de las 

8:20 A.M. y puntualmente regularmente para que 

puedan participar de manera efectiva en su lección 

del primer período. La tardanza afecta negativamente el rendimiento académico 

de un estudiante.  La jornada escolar finaliza a las 14:40 horas. 

 

❖ Si su hijo está o estará ausente, comuníquese con la Sra. García (estudiantes de 9.º 

a 10.º grado) en la ext. 5052 o correo electrónico a NGarcia33@schools.nyc.gov; Sra. 

Vega-Beltran (Estudiantes de 11º y 12º grado) en la ext. 5091 o por correo 

electrónico a NVega11@schools.nyc.gov; o la Sra. Bernabel, Coordinadora de 

Padres, en la ext. 1012 o correo electrónico a ABernabel@schools.nyc.gov. 

Asegúrese de enviar una nota de excusa por la ausencia de su hijo y/o una nota del 

médico si su hijo tiene una cita médica. 

o Asegúrese de que los documentos médicos de su hijo o cualquier otro 

documento importante estén actualizados y que tengamos copias 

actualizadas. 

 

❖ Realice un seguimiento del progreso académico, las calificaciones y la asistencia a 

clases de su    hijo a través del sitio web SyncGrades. Asegúrese de que la cuenta 

de correo electrónico estudiantil de NYC de su hijo esté actualizada. Si desea 

programar reuniones con los maestros los martes, comuníquese con el consejero 

escolar de su hijo. 

 

❖ FECHAS IMPORTANTES PARA RECORDAR:  

o 9 DE DICIEMBRE – FINALIZA EL 2º PERIODO DE MARCA 

 

o 13 DE DICIEMBRE – OBRA DE SMASH ARTS PRODUCTIONS – “ESPEJE DEL 

AMOR, CÍRCULO DE MENTIRAS”  

 

o 18 DE DICIEMBRE – FESTIVAL DE INVIERNO ESTUDIANTIL  

 

o 23 DE DICIEMBRE – 1 DE ENERO – RECREO DE INVIERNO (NO HAY CLASES) 

 

❖ UNIVERSIDAD AHORA – Si está interesado en que su hijo de 11.º o 12.º grado tome 

cursos universitarios GRATUITOS mientras está en la escuela secundaria a través de 

las universidades de la City University of New York, comuníquese con la Sra. Vega-

Beltrán. ¡Esta es una gran oportunidad para que su hijo obtenga los créditos de esos 

cursos para su título universitario GRATIS! 

 

❖ Para mantener un ambiente de aprendizaje positivo, se espera que los estudiantes 

se vistan de manera profesional. Esperamos que los estudiantes vistan 

apropiadamente para garantizar la seguridad y mantener el enfoque en la 



enseñanza y el aprendizaje. Nos gustaría que todos los padres y tutores recuerden a 

los estudiantes los protocolos de vestimenta adecuados en el campus. 

Las formas de vestimenta prohibidas en la escuela incluyen, entre otras: 

1) Ropa que contenga referencias a drogas, alcohol, sexo, violencia, racismo o 

afiliación a pandillas. 

2) Ropa reveladora que no cubra el torso, la ropa interior y las partes privadas del 

cuerpo, incluidas prendas transparentes de cualquier tipo. 

3) Gafas de sol mientras esté en el interior. 

Si necesita ayuda para proporcionarle ropa a su hijo, comuníquese con el consejero 

de su hijo. 

 

❖ NO SE PERMITE A LOS ESTUDIANTES UTILIZAR TELÉFONOS CELULARES DURANTE EL 

HORARIO ESCOLAR. Esto incluye iPads y relojes inteligentes 

que están conectados a sus teléfonos. Deben mantener sus teléfonos bajo llave en 

su bolsa. En caso de una emergencia, llame a la escuela para comunicarse con su 

hijo y los estudiantes pueden usar el teléfono de la oficina de la escuela para 

comunicarse con sus padres/tutores. 

 

❖ 12º GRADO PADRES/TUTORES MAYORES: Trabaje estrechamente con su hijo mayor 

este año escolar para discutir sus opciones postsecundarias (planes después de la 

escuela secundaria). Necesitarán su apoyo y aliento cuando soliciten ingreso a la 

universidad, escuela de oficios, ejército y/o ayuda/becas financieras. Esté atento a 

comunicaciones futuras sobre viajes universitarios, talleres, ayuda financiera y fechas 

límite importantes. 

 

❖ Haga que su hijo se reúna inmediatamente para reuniones individuales de progreso 

académico/personal con su consejero: Sra. García (estudiantes de 9.º a 10.º grado) 

y Sra. Vega-Beltrán (estudiantes de 11.º a 12.º grado). Esta reunión es importante 

para garantizar que estén encaminados académicamente con su progreso hacia 

la graduación y para controlar su bienestar personal. 

 

❖ Haga que su hijo asista a tutorías y se una a actividades extracurriculares para ser 

un miembro activo de la comunidad escolar. Esta es una excelente manera para 

que los estudiantes hagan nuevos amigos, establezcan contactos y estén expuestos 

a diversas actividades/pasatiempos. Enviaremos información para tutorías y 

actividades extracurriculares en las próximas semanas.      

❖ Comuníquese con la Sra. García (grados 9-10) o la Sra. Vega-Beltrán (grados 11-12) 

si cree que su     

   hijo necesita apoyo social/emocional. Tenemos una gran cantidad de servicios 

para los estudiantes en     

               la escuela y podemos derivar a su familia a recursos/asistencia externos. 

No dude en comunicarse directamente con el consejero escolar de su hijo si tiene alguna 

pregunta, inquietud o si necesita ayuda:    

Sra. Niurkary García, Consejera de 9y10 grado(212)391-0041 Ext.5052 Correo electrónico: 

NGarcia33@schools.nyc.gov     
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Sra. Nicole Vega-Beltran, Consejera de 11º y 12º grado 212-391-0041 Ext. 5091 Correo 

electrónico: NVega11@schools.nyc.gov 

          ACTIVIDADES EXTRAESCOLARES 
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On November 13th, two JKO 

students, Ms. Garcia, and Ms. 

Bernabel represented our school 

at the High School Fair inside 

Fashion Industries High School. 

Thank you to Ms. Garcia, Ms. 

Bernabel, Joe, and Kordell!!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 15th, a few of 

our Virtual Enterprise students 

attended the Winning 

Women Leadership 

Conference. 

 

Focus: The conference was 

an early career 

development program for 

student leaders enrolled in 

the VE program.  Students 

had the opportunity to 

engage with and learn from 

inspiring women business 

professionals about the skills 

needed to develop 

successful careers.  The 

message conveyed in two 

parts, a panel and themed 

activities. 

 

Students who attended: 

Janeth Flores 

Vanessa Lema 

Samira Nowshin 

Deisy Quezada 

Sarenity Guity 

Laila Barriera 
 

A BIG thank you to Ms. 

Newell for spearheading 

this!!! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG thank you to Ms. Kadison 

for spearheading a JKO HS Fair 

at PS/MS 108 on November 15th! 

This is in alignment with our 

Magnet grant efforts to increase 

diversity in our school.  

 

Kordell Nesbitt & Bismark 

Contreras representing at the 

PS/MS 108 HS Fair on 11/15. 

Shout out to Ms. Garcia who also 

helped. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from Ms. Okwabi: 

 

Dear Panthers,   

 

I wanted to share a summary of what’s happened on the week of 11/18:   

 

The Week in Review 

- Student Government Elections: Congratulations to our new Student Government leaders! Sarenity G. is now 

President, Anuva S. is our new Vice President, and Stacy P. will serve as Treasurer. Additionally, Vanessa L. will 

take on dual roles as Secretary and Senior Class Representative. Thank you to everyone who encouraged 

students to vote and supported the candidates during the campaign and debate.   

 

- S’mores Event: Thank you to everyone who joined us after school in the lab room for s’mores. It was a 

wonderful time to connect and relax.  Picture are attached down below. 

 

- College Visit: A group of our students visited St. John’s University this week to explore higher education 

opportunities. Thank you to the staff and chaperones who helped make this trip a success and to the students 

for representing our school so well! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Dear Panthers,   

 

As we wrap up this short but eventful week, I want to take a moment to reflect on the activities that brought 

our school community together and express my gratitude for everyone’s contributions.   

 

This Week in Review  

-Student Thanksgiving Potluck: On Monday, our students came together for a warm and festive Thanksgiving 

potluck. Thank you to the staff who encouraged students to participate and supported this event.(Ms. 

Bernabel, Mr. Chen, Ms.Acosta, Ms. Garcia & Ms. Newell) It was a wonderful way to foster community and 

celebrate the holiday season.  Big shoutout to the parents who donated their time and resources to support this 

event. Please see the attached pictures 

 

- Staff Thanksgiving Potluck: On Tuesday, our staff shared a meal and celebrated the season of gratitude 

together. A heartfelt thank you to everyone who brought dishes, participated, and made the gathering so 

special. Your contributions added to the sense of togetherness and joy in our school. Please see the attached 

pictures  

 

Thanksgiving Wishes  

As we head into the Thanksgiving break, we want to wish each of you a happy, healthy, and restful holiday. 

May your time be filled with love, laughter, and quality moments with your loved ones.   

 

Thank you for your hard work and dedication to our students and school community. We are truly grateful for all 

that you do.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from Ms. Cumberbatch: 

 

I wanted to take a moment to share some insights from the 22nd annual leadership training 

institute of the Glamour Gals (GG) foundation that Valeria Chabla Gomez and I attended 

on Saturday, November 23. 

 

This training continues to foster innovative and compassionate leadership among GG 

volunteers. The keynote speaker, former US Attorney General Loretta Lynch, provided 

inspiring insights that resonated deeply with all attendees. Throughout the day, volunteers 

participated in interactive workshops covering topics such as public speaking, personal 

branding, and networking. 

 

Thank you for your continued support to JKO clubs,  and I look forward to discussing how we 

can implement some of these valuable lessons in our work with the students. 

 

Thank you, Ms. Cumberbatch, for spearheading!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

A message from Ms. Milan: 

 

Congratulations to Kelly who completed her first coaching period for The NYC NAF Speaks 

Program.   Kelly guided and supported a group of students in developing their public 

speaking skills. 

 

Congratulations to Valeria who completed the NYC NAF Speaks Program.  Valeria was 

selected to deliver the "Spoken Word" at the graduation. 

 

The program is a series of six public speaking workshops held on Saturdays.  The program 

enables participants to develop communication and leadership skills through practical 

experience. Students are able to deliver speeches and presentations with confidence while 

gaining leadership skills to help them advance in their professional lives. 

 

Thank you for spearheading Ms. Milan! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of 

our November Students 

of the Month!!! They 

celebrated with Mr. 

Williams with a pizza 

party and awards! 

11th Grade Joseph Velo 

9th Grade Khadidja Mammou 

12th Grade Laila Barreira 11th Grade Cassieann Smith 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students in Ms. Alcorn’s 

Spanish classes have been 

engaging in The house of my 

dreams/ Self Portrait PBL. Thank 

you to Ms. Alcorn for 

spearheading this! See below 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from Ms. De Gregorio, 

 

The three winning “I Voted” stickers by Janeth Flores, Jade Fernandez and Valeria Chabla were distributed to 

the voting public at JKO this Election Day! We were informed by an election official that the stickers were well 

received and that people just loved them. 

 

The project was part of a residency with former alum Andrew Godreaux on Graphic Design and Civics. Over 40 

designs were submitted. Art students voted on the semi-finalists and then the JKO community voted on their 

favorite design. 

A special thank you to Ms. Cochran for taking some photos of the voters to share with us! 

 

Thanks! 

Ms. D 

 

 

 

Thank you Ms. D for 

spearheading!!! 







 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently, JKO students, along with Ms. Kadison, attended several high school fairs. See the lineup 

below: 

 

• Aracely Canalizo and Vanessa Lema representing JKO at the Tommie L. Agee Educational 

Campus HS Fair on 11/7/24. 

• Arianna Faustino and Karelyn Bautista representing JKO at the PS/MS 20 HS Fair on 11/8/24.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG thank you to Mr. Vincent and Ms. Kadison for spearheading these!!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG THANK 

YOU to Ms. D for 

spearheading!!! 































 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


