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Oscar winner found

What a blow to the industry &
* most of all of course to his family...

with needle in his arm

ACCLAIMED as the actor of
his generation, in the end it
wasn’t enough to save Philip
Seymour Hoffman.

An Oscar winner at the top
of his game, he died on Sun-
day, another addict lost to
drugs in New York City.

The final hours of the 46-
year-old’s life were spent in a
lonely Manhattan apartment
and culminated in a fateful
decision for one final hit of
heroin. He was found in his
boxer shorts, sprawled in the
bathroom, a syringe still jabbed
into his arm.

It was a scene that could
have been lifted from exactly
the kind of Hollywood script
he might have wanted to bring
to life on screen. Except this
was a horrible reality; another
A-lister’s lost battle for pur-
pose despite success.

This was a man who built a
loving family and a sterling ca-
reer, but struggled to wash the
stain of addiction from his life.

“l liked it all,” Hoffman
once said of his early drug use.

But he knew he had to get
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clean. “I was 22 and I got pan-
icked for my life,” he said.

Tributes poured in from
around the world yesterday as
investigations continued into
the exact circumstances lead-
ing up to his death.

Officers who inspected the
apartment where Hoffman
died allegedly found a charred
spoon in the kitchen sink and
about 10 waterproof envelopes
branded by the ace of spades
and the ace of hearts — mark-
ers for a type of heroin police
claim hasn’t been seen on the
streets since 2008.

Last May Hoffman shocked
friends when he checked into
rehab after being clean for
more than two decades.

At the time he told gossip
site. TMZ that he had pro-
gressed from prescription pills
to snorting heroin, but that he
had only used the drug for
a week before seeking help.

His rehab stint appeared to
have coincided with the separ-
ation from his partner, 46-

Hoffman, pictured with his family in Sydney in 2010, won
the best actor Oscar for his performance in Capote (left).
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year-old Mimi O’Donnell,
with whom he had three child-
ren, Cooper, 10, Tallulah, 7, and
Willa, 5.

It's  understood  Miss
O’Donnell asked friend and
playwright David Bar Katz to
check on Hoffman when he
failed to pick up the children
on Sunday.

Hours earlier Hoffman had
reportedly been in good spirits
when he dined with friends at
one of his favourite local res-
taurants.

One witness reported that
he had eaten a burger, drank
only cranberry and soda and
seemed “totally fine”.

But others say Hoffman had
shown signs of struggle during
his last public appearance,
where he looked pale and un-
healthy.

Speaking in his final inter-
view at the Sundance Film Fes-
tival, he said many people
would be able to connect with
the character in his latest film
A Wanted Man.

“It would be hard for any-
body not to connect with the
loneliness,” he said.

“He was pretty lonely, a
very driven, obsessive guy, un-
forgiving of himself . . . a lot of
traits a lot of people carry in
one grade or another.”

It was Hoffman’s ability to

< Justin Timberlake
@jtimberlake: Just hearing
about Philip Seymour
Hoffman. Devastating. What
an amazingly gifted actor. RIP

Russell Brand @rustyrockets:
Love and prayers for Philip
Seymour Hoffman's family.
Addiction kills, I hope all

who need it have access to
abstinence-based recovery.

Police outside the apartment where Philip Seymour Hoffman's body was found.

stand out as a supporting actor
that first earned him fame.

His breakthrough film per-
formance came as a gay boom
operator in Boogie Nights, but
was only strengthened with
flawless performances as a
rock journalist in Almost Fa-
mous and later as an accused
priest in Doubt, alongside
Meryl Streep.

But it was a lead portrayal of
writer Truman Capote that

Leading or supporting,

WITH Philip Seymour
Hoffman, you invariably got
two great actors for the price
of one.

In either guise, the full
value of his performance was
always there for all to see.

First, there was Hoffman
the leading man. Looking back
over his decorated track
record across two decades, it is
surprising to note how rarely
Hoffman was the featured
player in a production.

Hoffman rarely received
legitimate top billing in a
movie. However, when he did
lead from the front, you could
be sure he would be taking you
on a singular journey.

A Best Actor Oscar in 2005
for Capote stands as a
remarkable achievement for a
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performer whose number of
leading roles was less than 10.

Both on paper and in
person, Hoffman appeared to
be the wrong choice to play
the celebrated American
writer Truman Capote.

Hoffman’s rich, sonorous
voice and bearish physical
presence were completely at
odds with Capote’s famous
vocal whine and flamboyantly
capricious demeanour.

Nevertheless, Hoffman
disappeared completely inside
his convincing portrayal of
Capote.

Hoffman’s work in The
Master — a thinly-veiled
biopic of controversial
Scientology founder L. Ron

Seth Rogen @Sethrogen:
Terrible news. What a
nice and unbelievably
talented guy.

Jim Carrey @JimCarrey:
Dear Philip, a beautiful
beautiful soul. For the
most sensitive among
us the noise can be too
much. Bless your heart.

earned him an Academy
Award in 2006.

Hoffman also went against
the Hollywood grain, proving
that how you looked had noth-
ing to do with delivering a pol-
ished performance. He often
gained or lost weight for roles,
but he remained portly and al-
most always sported a rough
mop of grey-white hair.

Directors loved it and so did
his fans. In fewer than 25 years

Hoffman notched up ap-
pearances in more than 50
films.

Robert De Niro and Jim
Carrey were among the
stars who led tributes yes-
terday.

“Dear Philip, a beautiful
soul,” Carrey wrote. “For
the most sensitive among us
the noise can be too much.
Bless your heart.”
aaron.langmaid@news.com.au

Hoffman was the best

Hubbard — arguably stands as
the finest showcase for his gifts
on screen.

Though the film had its
problems, Hoffman most
certainly was not one of them.
His performance fused the
charisma and enigma of a
figure such as Hubbard into a
complete, convincing whole.

Other great leading
performances include
powerhouse displays as a
degenerate gambler in
Owning Mahowny (2003), and
a scheming son in Before the
Devil Knows You're Dead
(2007).

Second, and just as vitally
for audiences, there was
Hoffman the supporting
player. From a small, but
noteworthy start in Scent of a

Woman in 1992, Hoffman
continually embodied the
ethos of a character actor par
excellence.

No genre was beyond him.
The highbrow (Magnolia,
Doubt, The Talented Mr.
Ripley), the lowbrow (Along
Came Polly, Mission Impossible
III), the mainstream (The
Hunger Games franchise) and
the unorthodox (Happiness,
Synecdoche New York) were all
dispensed with in the same
memorable manner.

No matter how minor the
role, Hoffman would briefly
carry a film with great verve
and intuition, then gracefully
return it to where he found it.

Vale Philip Seymour
Hoffman. Gone way too soon
at the age of 46.
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Albert Brooks -
@AlbertBrooks: R.1.P.
Philip Seymour Hoffman.
One of the greats of his
generation.
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