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Prepared by Steve Williams

Route Two — From the North and East side of the New Forest

This route visits RAF Calshot, RAF Beaulieu, RAF Needs Oar Point, RAF Lymington, and RAF Sway with
optional detours to D-Day at Lepe Country Park and RFC East Boldre

The starting point for this route is the M27 junction two or the A326 between the M27 and Fawley.

If you are continuing from airfield route one, you will join the A326 at Netley Marsh.

RFC / RNAS / RAF Calshot and Eaglehurst Camp

RAF Calshot, which is located at the far end of Calshot Spit, was opened in 1913 by the Royal Flying Corps
(RFC) to test sea planes. During the First World War it was taken over by the Royal Navy Air Service, (RNAS)
and finally became an RAF station with the merger of the RNAS and the RFC on the 1%t of April 1918.

The relatively calm water of The Solent and Southampton Water provided the “Runways” and the ramps
out of the sea can still be seen along the Southern Side of the Spit.

Between the Wars, Calshot provided a base for Sea Plane training, operations, and development as well as
a unit providing training for motorboat crews. Calshot became home for the High-Speed Flight which
conducted much of the development and flying for the Schneider Trophy.

During World War Il Calshot was primarily responsible for the repair, maintenance and modification of
flying boats, the operational and training units having moved to other bases.

During its last operational years, Calshot was a marine craft station and it finally shut down in 1961.

Eaglehurst Camp was an accommodation camp for those that were based at RAF Calshot. It was located off
the spit, just to the south of Calshot village, on the right side of the B3053. The site of the camp is now
occupied by a cemetery. The camp and the spit were joined by a narrow-gauge railway known as The
Calshot Express.
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Calshot Spit and the former RAF Calshot site in 2010
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Driving Directions to RAF Calshot

CALSHOT ToTioN @@UTNAMPTON
>, c:-:—:f—
. % o ;gvme
=1
/O<omu'm
“’W___/)O*EAWLEY RAF

From junction two of the M27 take the A326 south towards Hythe and Fawley. and then pick up brown
tourist signs for Calshot Castle.
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Continue on this road to Fawley and then join the B3053, Fawley By-pass and then pick up brown tourist
signs for Calshot Castle.

Continue on the B3053 to Calshot village. After the village and the former site of Eaglehurst camp on your
right, keep left past the Calshot car park to join Jack Maynard Road, which runs along the waterfront of
Calshot spit. You will see the former Officers Mess and the large hangers ahead of you.

Just before the former Officers Mess, the large red brick building on your right, the road turns into a large
car park that covers the rest of the spit. To access the former RAF site, you must go into this car park. You
take a ticket on entry and pay at one of the pay stations before you leave the car park.

Continue along the spit between the hangers to the car park near Calshot Castle. From here you will have
great views along Southampton Water, and you will be in the heart of what was RAF Calshot.

///junior.blend.nooks Lat/Long 50.8202 -1.3081

Optional Detour — Lepe D Day Memorial

The coast to the Southeast of Lepe Country Park, to the west of Calshot, played a very important role in
the preparation and execution of D Day as a place of embarkment for troops but also for the construction
of a number of the casements for the Mulberry Harbour. The remains of some of the infrastructures are
clearly visible and there is a memorial to D-Day, and those who took part, on the site.

The site is about a half mile walk along the path or the beach from the Lepe Country Park car park.
There is a cafe in the Country Park for refreshments and a comfort break.

ddaylepe.org.uk is an excellent website where you can find out much more from the D-Day Lepe Heritage
Group and the important role that this area played in Operation Overlord.
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LEPE BEACH

Site of ‘Mulberry'harbour construction
and start of the’'PLUTO' fuel pipeline -

both vital to the success of the
1944 Normandy landings
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Views of the remains of the Mulberry Harbour construction site and landing craft loading dock
Directions to Lepe D Day Memorial

Return along Calshot Spit to the village and the B3053. There are toilets just after you exit the car park
barrier on the Spit.

After 2.2 miles from the end of the one-way system in Calshot, turn left onto Blackfield Road, signposted to
Beaulieu and Exbury.

After a few hundred yards take the left fork signposted to Exbury and Lepe.
After one mile at the cross-roads in Blackfield, turn left onto Hampton Lane which becomes Lepe Road.
After about two miles the entrance to Lepe Country Park car park will be on your left.

Walk from the car park towards the beach and follow the path or the beach to the left for about half a mile
to the Lepe D Day remains and the memorial. ///flexibility.permit.casino

An excellent drone tour of Lepe is at https.//nfknowledge.org/contributions/lepe-beach-drone-tour

RAF Beaulieu

RAF Beaulieu opened in August 1942, and it was used by maritime reconnaissance, bombers, and fighters
of both the RAF and the USAAF units. During the first half of 1944 the USAAF 365" Fighter Group were
based at Beaulieu before they moved to A-7, an Advanced Landing Ground near Azeville in Normandy.

After the war, Beaulieu was used by the Airborne Forces Experimental Establishment (AFEE) until 1950.
They carried out a range of experiments with gliders and parachute drops using the former East Boldre
airfield as a drop zone. No further flying took place after they moved to RAF Boscombe Down and the
airfield finally closed in 1959.
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RAF Beaulieu from the Beaulieu Heath Car Park

The remains of the start of runway 34 at RAF Beaulieu

A great deal of information about Beaulieu airfield and the structures that remain is available on their
website and in excellent articles by Marc Heighway which are available on the New Forest and Hampshire
Wartime Association website. Links to these are on my website.

Special Operations Executive and the Beaulieu Estate

Whilst not directly related to the airfields, another fascinating piece of New Forest World War 2 history is
associated with the Special Operations training facilities that were on the Beulieu Estate during World War
2. A small exhibition dedicated to this secret work is included in the Beaulieu Museum, and | have included
a link to an interesting article about this work on my website.
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Directions to RAF Beaulieu (from Calshot)
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Return along Calshot Spit to the village and the B3053. There are toilets just after you exit the car park
barrier on the spit.
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After 2.2 miles from the end of the one-way system in Calshot, turn left onto Blackfield Road, signposted to
Beaulieu and Exbury.

After a few hundred yards take the right fork onto Newlands Road, sign posted Beaulieu. At the traffic
lights go straight ahead onto Rollestone Road.

At the T junction with Beaulieu Road turn left to approach Beaulieu

Continue through Beaulieu following signs for Lymington.

After passing through the village, at the T junction turn left onto B3054, Hatchet Lane.

After 1.2 miles at the junction with the B3055 bear left and continue on the B3054 towards Lymington

After a mile turn right into the Beaulieu Heath car park. (Caution - last time we were there the track to the
car park was full of potholes) Follow the track to where the road divides and turn right into the second car
park and model aircraft flying area which is at the Eastern end of the Main 27/09 runways.

///impulse.shiny.warblers Lat/Long 50.8044 -1.4927

Directions to RAF Beaulieu (from Lepe)

From Lepe Country Park car park, turn left and follow Lepe Road along the coast through Lepe village to
Exbury.

In front of Exbury House*, follow the road right onto Summer Lane.

There is a café at Exbury House that is a good stop for refreshments and a comfort break.

Continue North along Summer Lane to the B3054, Beaulieu Road and turn left to approach Beaulieu.
Continue through Beaulieu following signs for Lymington. Follow directions above to RAF Beaulieu.

*Exbury House played a vital role in WW2 when it became Her Majesty's Stone frigate "Mastodon", which
was one of the centres for D-Day planning and it was also occupied by Naval intelligence.
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Optional Detour - RFC East Boldre

East Boldre was not a World War 2 airfield but was one of Britain’s first airfields when it was opened in
1910 by William McArdle and J. Armstrong-Drexel, as the New Forest Aviation School. This was Oonly
seven years after the Wright Brothers first flight. The flying school only lasted for a couple of years and the
airfield lay idle from 1912 to the start of World War 1. Between 1914 and 1918, East Boldre was used by
the Royal Flying Corps for pilot and air crew training. At this time, it became officially known as RFC
Beaulieu. Not long after the end of the War, the airfield ceased operation and was returned to nature.

It is believed that East Boldre was used as a parachute drop zone during World’s War 2.

There is little remaining of the original airfield except for East Boldre Village Hall, that originally served as
the Officers Mess. An information board is on the wall of the Village Hall. You might be lucky and find the
village hall open. If so, see if you can have a look inside, it is like a small museum, and the original rooms
that date back to 1910 give you an idea of what it was like during the early days of flying.
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The area once occupied by East Boldre Airfield with the corner of the Village Hall on the right.

Careful inspection of the grass areas reveals foundations for some early buildings and there is the name
Beaulieu set in the grass.

There is a very good, well documented walk around East Boldre available from the Village Hall website.
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Directions to RFC East Boldre
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Return to the B3055 and turn left towards Beaulieu.

Take the first right turn onto East Boldre Road and the village. The Village Hall and the former airfield is on
your right.

///push.clipboard.crunchy Lat/Long 50.8038 -1.4720

RAF Needs Oar Point

RAF Needs Oar Point was constructed with two Sommerfeld Tracking runways during the later part of 1943
and became operational with 4 RAF squadrons flying Typhoon fighter bombers. This was the only
Advanced Landing Ground in the New Forest used by RAF aircraft. The airfield was operational until June
1944 when the squadrons moved to RAF Hurn before going to France at the end of June 1944. The airfield
was returned to agricultural use in 1945.

During the three weeks up to D Day, there were up to 120 operational aircraft at Needs Oar Point
conducting multiple sorties each day. During the busiest times there was a landing or take-off every 45
seconds making it the busiest airfield in the country and all of this without any radar operation.

There are no visible signs of the former airfield at Needs Oar Point today but there is an information board
that provides an explanation of the airfield, and you can see the general lines of the runways.
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The Forest at war:

RAF Needs Oar Point

Advanced Landing Ground

Looking soth from St Leonard’s Road
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Directions to RAF Needs Oar Point
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Continue along East Boldre Road to the edge of the village and a 4-way road junction. Turn left onto Cripple
Gate Lane signposted Beaulieu and Lymington. Follow Cripple Gate Lane to bear right onto Lodge Lane and
continue to the T junction at St Leonards Cottages.

Turn left onto St Leonards Road, signposted Bucklers Hard and St Leonards. After approximately a mile,
after having passed the old church and a couple of cottages on your left, the road crosses what used to be
the North/South runway at RAF Needs Oar Point, there is an information board on the right. The main
runway runs parallel to St Leonards Road, on the right of the road as you approach the information board.
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RAF Lymington

RAF Lymington opened in early 1944 as a prototype of the Advanced Landing Grounds that were going to
be built in France and Germany to provide the advancing troops with close air support. There were two
Sommerfeld Tracking runways and a couple of blister hangers built on the site with the rest of the
accommodation being tented. The airfield was home to three USAAF squadrons flying the P-47
Thunderbolt. Flying operations ceased when the squadrons moved to France after D-Day and the site was
used for Naval storage until 1946 when it was returned to agriculture.

One of the blister hangers is still in use and there is a private grass runway along the line of the
North/South runway.

local modern roads

Plan of Advanced Landing Ground:
in 1944 over modern roads.
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Looking towards the North along the line of the runway at Lymington ALG.

Directions to RAF Lymington
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Turn around and return along St Leonards Road

After a mile continue on St Leonards Road

After 1.3 miles continue on Lymington Road

After 0.8 of mile follow the road right onto South Baddersley Road, sign posted Lymington.
After 1.3 miles turn right into Shotts Lane (the sign is on the left of the road opposite the turn)
Stop at the entrance to the first track on the left.

///sweetened.undertook.talent  Lat/Long 50.7652, -1.5148

There is a small information board at the entrance to this lane. The North/South runway crossed this lane
and to the right you can see one of the original blister hangers.

RAF Sway Emergency Landing Ground

Sway Emergency Landing Ground was established in 1940 as a grass airfield to provide a safe haven for
aircraft from the Christchurch based Special Duties Unit, some of which were flown to Sway for overnight
storage, as Christchurch was believed to be a target for bombers. However, this is at odds with the
secondary objective for Sway and that was to be what was termed a “J” site or decoy airfield. These were
developed to draw attention away from the major operational airfields and the fact that Sway attracted
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some bombing suggests that it was successful as a decoy airfield, but not that safe for the Christchurch
aircraft!

There were only a handful of staff at Sway, under the control of Christchurch, and the only building
appears to have been a blister hanger for maintenance. Little remains to identify the former airfield today.

Marc Heighway'’s picture of the field that was RAF Sway

Marc Heighway has written an excellent history of Sway Emergency Landing Ground. It is available on the
New Forest and Hampshire Wartime Association website. Links to these are on my website.

Directions to RAF Sway

= @a@mgﬂ HURST

zﬁ'jm%“ SWAY E.L.G_1940-4
= Lol

Return to South Baddersley Lane and turn right. You will shortly cross the path of the North / South runway.

Continue to join Undershore Road past the entrance to the car ferry terminal, to the junction with B3054.
Turn left onto B3054 towards Lymington.

At the roundabout, after crossing the railway, turn right onto Marsh Lane. Go straight ahead at the next
mini roundabout and follow Marsh Lane to the roundabout with the A337.

At the roundabout with the A337, Southampton Road, take the second exit towards Brockenhurst.
At the next roundabout take the first exit and stay on the A337 towards Brockenhurst.

After about 3/4 mile turn left onto Shirley Holms, sign posted for Sway.
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After 1.2 miles, at the T junction turn left onto Pitmore Lane, sign posted Pennington. As you drive along
Pitmore Lane, the Emergency Landing Ground was to your right.

///headsets.balloons.unlocking Lat/Long 50.7816 -1.5845

You can exit the New Forest to the north and the M27 by re-tracing your route along Pitmore Lane and
Shirley Holms to re-join the A337. Turn left onto the A337 to travel North-East towards Brockenhurst and
Lyndhurst.

At the trdffic lights in the centre of Lyndhurst, turn left onto the A337 to Cadnam and back to the M27.

The Filly Inn on the A337, before Brockenhurst, is a good place for refreshments and a comfort break.

To exit the forest to the south via the A35 to Christchurch and Bournemouth

Return along Pitmore Lane and continue to the end of the Lane at the T junction with the B3055.
Turn right onto the B3055.

Take the first left on to Wilvey road and continue past Setthorns campsite to the A35.

At the A35 turn left towards Christchurch

The Old Station Tearooms at the junction with the A35 is a good place for refreshments and a comfort
break. To go to the Tearooms, pass the left turn to Christchurch, go under the road bridge, and take the
left turn towards Lyndhurst. The tearooms are on your left on the slip road to the A35. You will need to
return under the bridge to the south bound access slip to the A35 to continue your journey towards
Christchurch and Bournemouth.

After 5.7 miles you will arrive at the Somerford Roundabout, the starting point for Route One.

Thank you for using my Guide to the New Forest World War 2 Airfields, | hope that you have enjoyed
exploring the New Forest and its aviation Heritage.

If you have any feedback and comments, please drop me an email at nfww?2airfields@gmail.com
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