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This monograph has been prepared to recognize the contribution of eight brothers to the Allied effort
in World War I. It is a product of the cooperation of a number of descendants of those eight brothers
and dedicated to the youngest, Walter Victor Douglas Chappell, who at 20 gave his life for "King
and Country".

The flags which appear on the cover of this document are those of the three nations within whose
military the brothers served: the United Kingdom, Canada, and the United States. The flags are
portrayed as they existed during World War L

If the reader notes any mistakes, or would recommend additions, please convey those to the editor:
Jim Conboy, 542 S. Huron, Cheboygan, Michigan 49721, United States; conboysj@sbcglobal.net.





World War I

The Chappell Brothers of Addington Village

This monograph is ofTereci in support of tlie centcnnial comlnentoration of World War I in the Village
of Addington, Surry, United Kingdom. The Vil lage is now considered parl of Greater London.

Buckground
Wlren World War I bcgan fbr thc Unitcd Kingdonr on August 1, 1914, there l ivcd in the Vil lagc of
Addington the Wil l ianr and Martha Chappell* family. Wil l iam and Maftha were 54 and 45. Wil l iam
was a fhrnr laborcr. They livcd at Lion Lodge, Acldingtorr.

x Thc f-amily used thc suntame Mil ls dLrring sonre ycars as evidcnccd by census records, f-anri ly lore,
and the use of Mills by Thornas when he emigrated and by Henry when he emigrated and fbr the
rer.nainder of his l i f 'e. The reason fbr t l ie use of Mil ls is beyond the scope of this rnonograph.

Martha Srni th C'happel l  and Wi l l iaru C'happel l



William and Martha were the parents of fifteen children whose years of birlh and death appear
below:

Wi l l i am (1885-1968)
Henry  (1887-1957)
Frederick (1889-1957)
George James Aka James George ( l89l -1949)

Thomas Trayton (1 892-1966)
John "Jack" Charles (I893-1974)
Emest  Sidney (  1894-1958)
Walter Victor Douglas ( I 898- l9l 8)
Emma Francis ( 1900-1997)
Albert Edward (1902-1957)
Edith Rose (1904-1964)
Florence Grace ( 1906- 1924)
Arthur Percy ( 1908-1983)
R u t h  ( 1 9 1 0 - 1 9 6 1 )

Phy l l i s  (1913-1990)

Of the fifteen children two had emigrated by 1914, both to the United States. Henry anived in the
US on the ship Adriatic on January I l ,  l9l l ;  Thomas anived in New York on January 17, 1913 on
the ship Philadelphia.

By the end of the War on November 1 I ,l 918 eight of the ten Chappell brothers served in the armed
forces of the Allied Powers. All saw action in Europe; one never left the Continent as reflected in the
newspaper article of the period.

ADDINGTON

EIGI{F SOLDIER SONS Great sfmpathy l-s extended to Mr' and Mra' w' ChappeLl'

of, ttre Lion Lodge, aaaitgt.;; bartl wtro have only juo€ been offLcialav

informed of ttre aa"tf. c'e-tUeir son, Pte. Walter-Ctrappell, during ttre great

puslx of trre Gemans 
-on-marctr 

21gt of I-aBt year' l lhe young goldier was

educated at Addinqto.--vJrr"g. scbool-' tte ioined the Arnq, in 1917,at

ttre age of x8 years-ina-g nSnttrs and was tfrerefore only 19 at ttre time

of tris deatrr- -.. 
".a 

l l is- ctrarrpelt have the proud record of havinq

had e ig t r t  
"o . "  " . * i . ;  

-  p i . .  Wi i t ia -  ChaDDeI l ,  R .A. IV1-C. ,  Serg t .  Henr )z

a;;p;;i i  (wounded) amSrtcap Expeditionary^-rorc6: Fredericl< c1.appell, Labour

Batta]-ion: Ttromaa cttitr)eEf f , Canadian Siele Gun Batt@ry? Jamee ctrappell

(wounded)  R.H.A- ;  . rou 'n 'c -  ihaeeeta ,  T 'ead lng  s toker '  -R 'N ' t  
serg ! '  Erneet

s. chappe.l_I (twice ,i...aial, itrr xorttrinte-neert; and Pte. walt€r ctrappell ,

5th rilorttr staffordsiri;;;;;i- rrriB is beaievEd !o l"e tl.e ttiqtrea! nu-mber

of menbera of one r.i l iy i i  aaai.gton_wEaring the Kingrs unlfom and ttre

iirf i iEit-. ie proud of, lhe parents and of thia band bf brothers'

Followins is a short summarv of the service of each of the eisht.



William Chappell
1885-1968

When war broke out in l914 William was a married man and the father of two children, William and
Eileen. He married Anne Sowerby in 1912. William served in the Royal Arrny Medical Corps. The
British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards verify this service and his rank of private. (Appendix A)
Annie died in 1934, Wil l iam in 1968. Wil l iam (son) and Eileen are deceased.



NO PHOTO AVAILABLE

Henry Chappell Mills
1887-19s7

Henry by l9l4,lived in New York. The US entered the WarApril 6, 1917. Henry registered for the
US draft on June 5,l9I7 listing his occupation as footman, his marital status as single and his
residence as Glenn Cove, Long Island, NY. Henry enlisted in the US Army on July 6,1917. He was
in Company K of the 53rd Infantry Regiment until his discharge with the rank of sergeant on April 4,
1919. He was overseas from July 6, 1918 until March 27,l9I9.In 1922 Henry married Ellen
Gohring. They had three children, Jack in 1923 , Phyllis in 1926 and Barbara in I 93 I . Jack and
Phyllis are deceased, Barbara lives in New Jersey. (Appendix B)

Frederick Chappell
1889-1957

Frederick enlisted in the British Army in February l9l71'he was at the time a farm laborer. He was
married to Florence Alice Maxwell. Their daughter Eva was born in 1915; their daughter Elizabeth's
year of birth is unknown. Elizabeth died in 1993, Eva emigrated to Australia later in life.

He served with the Labour Corps (161 Labour Coy). Regiment No. 45944 and73322 and was
awarded the British War Medal and Victory Medal. Prior to joining the Army in 191,7 he was in the
Territorial Forces, 5th Battalion S. Stafford Regiment. His medals verify he saw overseas duty.
(Appendix Q

Florence died in 1934.In 1943 Frederick married Ellen Leach. thev had no children.



NO PHOTO AVAILABLE

James George Chappell
l89t-1949

James George served in both the Royal Horse Artillery and the Labour Corps of the West York
Regiment. He was awarded the Victory, Star and British Medals. His medals verify he saw overseas
duty. He entered the French Theatre of the War on December 18,1914. James George married
Evelyn Kright in 1920, they had one child, Jeanne Cecilia Chappell. Jeanne married Harry Moore in
1949. (Appendix D\



Thomas Trayton Chappell
r892-1966

When the United Kingdom entered the War in 1914 Thomas was a resident of New York, having
emigrated to the US in 1913. He was sti l l  a cit izen of the Untied Kingdom; he did not become a US
citizen until I 924. He registered for the US draft, as Thomas Mills, (Chappell also noted on form) on
June 5, I 9l 7, listing his occupation as second butler. The United States had entered the War on April
6.1917. At some point he decided to enlist in the Canadian Army. Farni ly history indicates he did
this because, as a Canadian soldier, a portion of his pay could be directly sent to his parents which
was not case had he enlisted in the US military. It is interesting to note lre took lris physical for the
Canadian Army in New York City; this was on April 15, I 9l 8. Thomas served in the Toronto
Artillery Brigade with the rank of gunner. He served in France and Belgium. He was discharged in
Toronto, Canada on May 1 l, l9l9 and returned to Canandaigua, NY the same month. (Appendix E)
On January 15,1920, he married Doris Standen who had ernigrated from England with her parents in
April 1 914. Thomas and Doris had two children, Marjorie and Thomas (both now deceased), before
her death at age 35 in I 934. Before Doris died Thomas and his family moved to Michigan.ln 1937
Thomas married Agnes Knowles Reoch, a widow, with one child Edwin Reoch. Edwin resides in
Michigan. (Appendix E)



Ernest Sydney Chappell
l 894-l 9s8

Ernest Sydney enlisted in the Brit ish Army, Northarnptonshire Regrment, at age 20 in 1914. He l isted
Iris occupation as fbotman on hisAttestation. He entered France on May 29.1915 and received the
Star, Victory and Brit ish War medals. As with othcrof his brothers his nredals verify his ovcrscas
service. I le was discharged with the rank of Lance Corporal on Apri l  25,1919. In l9l9 he married
Mabel Barrol l .  They l ived in Wales and l iad fbur chi ldren: Ernest Lionel, Victor Douglas, Phyll is
Mary, and Alan Jolin, all of whorn are deceased. (Appendix G)



John ooJack" Charles Chappell
1893-1974

Jack Chappell was in the British Navy from 1914 through 1920. Jack served as a Lead Stoker aboard
the HMS Blake a destroyer depot ship. He received the Star, Victory and British War Medals.
(Appendix F ) In I 922 he married Ethel Davis. They had three daughters, Phyllis, Joan and Ruth.
Phyllis and Ruth are deceased, .loan lives in Oswaldtwistle in Lancashire.



In Memory of
Private WALTER VICTOR DOUGLAS CHAPPELL

207Jl7, 2nd/Sth Bn., North Staffordshire Regiment
formerly (12044), The Buffs (East Kent Regiment)

who died
on 2l March l91E

Remembered with honour
ARRASMEMORIAL

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Walter Victor Douglas Chappell
1898-1918



Walter enlisted in the British Army at age 18 in June 1916. In his enlistment documents he listed his
address as the Chipstead Golf Club, Banstead, his occupation as "indoor servant" and his marital
status as single. Walter earned the British War and Victory Medals. His first regiment was the Buffs.
He later was transferred to the North Staffordshire Regiment. He is listed in Anny records as killed
in action as of March2I,1918. His body was never recovered, his name is listed among the dead at
the Arras Memorial in the Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, in France. The Memorial commemorates
almost 35,000 casualties of the British, New Zealand and South African Forces who died between
spring 191 6 and 7th August l91 8,with the exception of casualties of the Battle of Cambrai in 1977 ,
and who have no known srave.

Walter's name is inscribed both in the stone memorial to Addington's World War I dead and within
the framed memorial in St. Mary's, the Village church. (Appendix 17)
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Appendix A

WILIAM CHAPPELL

. British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Card



l \ . .&l if*::L

Plt ), 6_fi.2Q-

-.( ua,aeE**-L -

lfr'
f i ,  i , ' r t

br-rrrl

; '  t r r ' l t

Oorrupondcnoc.

Addruar

l$tF rus ;rt*rrt:



Appendix B

HENRY CHAPPELL MILLS

. US Draft Registration Card

. New York State Abstract of Service WWI
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Appendix C

FREDERICK CHAPPELL

. British Army WWI Service Record

. British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Card
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Appendix D

JAMES GEORGE CHAPPELL

. British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Card
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( ATTfiFTAilIBN TAPER
b tcaNauaN ovER-sEAs EXpEDIrlilNanv FoRcE.

QUESTIONS

1 .  \ l : hB t  i e  you r  gu rname? , . .  . . . .  . . : , . . . , . . . . . . , . , . . . . . . . . _ . . .

le.What are Jour Chrigtiau nolnos ?........

lb .  What le your present adi t resn ?. . , . , . . . . . , . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . .
2. In whot Torvo, lbwlehip or Plri.rb, nnrl in

whot Conntry wcro you born '?. . . . . . . . . ,  , , .  ,
3. \\thut is tho nane ol your lc-rl-of kiu ?. .

4. Whet, ie tlo addr€ss of your next of-kilt ?.. , . .

44.l\'hnt is the rolotionelrilr of y.our uext-ol-kin ?.

ia

"|

a

lil'hot is tbe doto of your hirth ?.

\Vlut is your Trnde or Calling?.

Aro you morr . ied ?. . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . .  ,
Are you willlng to bo vacciuoted or ro-
v a c c i n n t e d a n d i l o c u b L e d ?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .
I)o you uow bolong to l.ht$rfjvt l\Upis?.., .

'to. 
Have }ou eyor eorvcrl ju r.ti{rilirrl 'r**r.

llro, nhto t,&.tlc'.lx|r of foon-or sorvtcc. 
- 

f ,f (2

11, Do you undergto,n(l l,lte neluro trnd tormr of
youF engsgeDout ?._. .  . - . . . . . ._. . ._. .  .

12. iro yorr willingto be otterterltoservoin the I
Clx^rnrlw Ovnn-8reeExrurtrronrnr Fonce? J

1 8. lfrvcyur ever bcen discharged frorn nny Brnnch
of Hir Majesty's Irorceg as uredir:olly unlit ? ..

14. If a<1, rnhat wns the rrature ol the dinability ?

I 6. I lovc you cvor oiforetl l.o rcrvo in auy lSronch of
Ilis lb jerty'r For<:rs nnd luen rejected ?... . ..

16. If no, sh&t Tras tlro leasr;u ?.

*Yrtn' r/, L

RE PUT BtrFORI) ATTE.STA'I'ION.

csa r ra l i l - i : . ' l
Tbepan_ lqayt;n;.
2B3. l led ino4 lvg, .New Ygrk Ci ty  U.) . ,1
1is.rt ! ; iclban,.. "Suglsnd' .  . . . . . .  .
liri.i I i.aru CiralLlx ll..
Aridingtcn, iteer cro;ilgp, Sttffpy- Englaud
I'ather.
Jqqui ry. 35!b 1€92.,r. ...
vqlq t .
$  i r r g l  g  .

Ig..s,....

Ig-r!'....
I?":
h o .

N o .

o,

LJ o.

8.

r 0 .-

- -r,,.. . Tborns.s. Ifay.ton 0hBIjtrF llt.., rlo solennly rlcctarc tl't thc above aro an6wers
nradebymelo t l teaboroqr res t lo r6sndtha t t l rcyoro t ruoroudth t t l -amwi l ) ing to fu l f i l tboeusa{ rem, ,n t , l
by Ino tlow 

.badc, and I ltr 'rel 'v cngrrgo-nnrl agr('e lo-Bervo in tho Canadlan Over-Scas Drpedltlonar.y
l-orcer oxtl to be cl,tatrhcd to urry urm of t lre service_therein, for tho tet E (rf (,re Jeor, or during t.he war r,., iv
o r i$ t in_g be tweenCl rea t I l r i ta inant l { *e t ' ruonyshou ld tba tsar I i rs t loxgcr th f luonr - rJa ,ar ,nnr l f i r re i ru r lu t , l rs
Itter tho termitta,tion ol thet r'eer provided ilis.Majesty ehoukl so lon! rcqniro ru* 

-n*"vices, 
or until logallydiscrrarged' 

to*o /ril"i/*/(-tsrs,,roreor *,ecruit)
Deto,.. 11ril lr'th lSIBrgl 

t{ * 
' i7,1.1.- 

7(3rsuar,uro o'rritness)

DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

OATII TO BE TAKEK BY MAN {rrnstrrtroN.

aoy or....Au.Til ..1919

11.. . . . . . . . , . . .  (Signature of  Juet ieo)

N.8." T.rIINTION IS DSTWN TO Tfl[ FTCI THAT INT P[nSOiI I $[SE AilsW[,R T0 tNr 0f fi[ ABOVI

. r,...,,.., ... ft-oT,,: .T:?J.l-qg Ci"Ppt 
lI: ., ilo make o'th, thot r will bs taithfur nn<l

bear i,ruo rlllegiance to Ilis ltlajaaty King Geofgo the l'lfth, I{iB Iloirs aud Succeasora, ond l,hat I will as
i.n.tlu.ty lxxrnd ironestly and frrithfirlly dr:fond Ilig, lfujrxry, IIis lleirs and Hucs(.ssoru, irr I'crson, Cnrsnand

-Dtgnity'..oq.&inat all enenries, n_nd will observo and obey all ordem-ol IIiB v' jest.y, JIis tlcirs s.n(l Successora,
lnd ol all the (]enerula and O6cem Bct over me. 8o lie\r me Qnd. . ,

.74 o,,, .........-:' ..r..1.hr;. L.i.l.rriro"ture or Recruir)
l  -rl I t qar^ I Ol Q , z.t.r 11 1' ,z z.p'ru iiPIl_L_I5lb -l?l*' _*U,W2r/<gy1"-jlli*)

CERTI FISA lft 6tr nt',c,c rsrR^rr.
Tho liecrult obove-named wae cautioned by uc tlat if he mado auy falee aDswor to any ol the abovo

questione iro would bo liable to ln puulebed as prirvidcd in l,hc Army Act.'I'hc alxrve queetious wt:re then road to the Rccruit in my prcience.
f ]ruve trken care thnb hs understanals each quertion, an{thot his answer to each questiou }.rg been

duly entored ae roplioil to, und f,he aaid Bocruit hne mrile and eigned tho docloration anti token the oath

berore me, at.fq.Io.at.o.r.. Ogngda. . *,ra... . ..10-t.h. .

"rz*/-M. F- W. 2r.
igi lr l.- l- l i .

H. q !??t 3s.{ar. Qulsn0ils rs urxr.E T0 | P${rlil 0I slx moIffis'ttilPu$oNMrNT.
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DISCHARGE CERTIFICATE

rADrA(ExpnDrrroNAny FoRcE *.ffi.tffi'.. . ..........on *u .,./ bl..dr..,,,
,, -. b4#r, - 1e /f .,)
rrE served ^ Il z(, .6^K' h, .#*or^ * f3.4;

and is now discharged from the service by reason o, 
Demobilization'

- Medical Unfitnees.

- Y r. v Hl gt, Sctvicc B-1g".

, Clus,*.*l*

enlisted in

DATII below is as follows:

Drte of Dircharge
tr'or

0 . C .  N o . ?.. p_l-e! r tJ!.. .FJqr*.
nrnt

D"t. y/)" i"i 191,: *
be brued, any psrlon dnding rane lr requelted to lorward it in an

nlfinpsd entslope to tbe Secretary, Milltia Councll, Ottawa, Cenede,
I|Lr,l. &a.
100.D.P..t0{I.u-rt,
E.Q. l?n{e.$l

No.2 DISTRICT DEPOT

MAY t I t9t9
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Appendix F

JOHN "JACK" CHARLES CHAPPELL

. UK Navy Medal and Awards Rolls, 1793-1972
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Appendix G

ERNEST SYDNEY CHAPPELL

. Attestation

. Statement of Services

. British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Card
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, Aruy Form E. ll1.
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OF
NallQt'/ N, ^  

r r o i T H A r | , l . o r i s , H r R E  
R e a l

Co+

Questionr to be put to tho Rcoruit b$ro

Yon rrc hrruby rrrnad lhet lf dtar anllrtmant lt ir founit lhrt too hry6 clron r rllfullv fdrc rnrrcr to r6v ol tha
_ :t.not ..t tl qu".tlont, you will be llrblc to r punlrhmeot ol two ycn'imprir6amcnt illb hud lrSour.
7. Arc.you, 9r lrvc you haa, rn Appruntloc? If ro, rhcrr?1 | O a
^  b r h l  f t r r h e r p r r t o d l  r n d : b a d l d . i r r l l l . r h . p . . t o a o r p l n t . , . , l  . ' . ' . " . r ' t . . . . ' . . ' . 1
u .  A rc  you  Mrn | rd?  . . . . , . . . . . , , , . , . . , , , , . . . . , . . . . . . .  g ,  . . . . . . . . , . . . . , . . . . . . . , . . , ,A .A , , . . , . , . , .
9. Errr yoo cvcr bcra ranloocd to Imprhouncnt Uf UcI g. .....,.,.,.,....,.,,.,...,.+O.,..,,...
' i{j6l* 

'ilHi ;":;;'R.;ili",,ii;; iu"ii"liiir
m Rqrl 1a"1tr.., lD. lf iltd.. rr lpctil R6:'dr trraurlei I t6 / t 6

- Iffi,'oi,lfg if,lT;,1't"Hli,r::::.:.::l li:-i 1*l f 
*' """"""r"""r"""!'t-"

,t. 
*Xrryndglf. h,?*-lf" 

rhc iouodos ooi'rtoor Fortddd 
"n ".1.rr)(o) For -r. Frm ol thrr ycn.l*trtr th L.r loar* rb.! rhrr rrn. ta rhhb l I
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''-iL 

liJ-li"iiiil r or b tr Ou e 
. 

yrr. lto ..r b. dt*hrrrd a rg s luua. .nU'i- iii-cniilfr i-1rr.t rrr r-lo ofr-'..../

tr. .........1*

rlfrt d.io my II ol tbr' rhoulil rrrh bo

ltra ltuo,
rolcmnly dmlrn tbrt tbc rbota rourrr mrdc by mc to
lbr cngrgrmulr m&,

gloxAruB! or B!0BI[T.

I OAIE TO By ttroBot! oN arlEStattotf.

blr truc !o mrle Orth, tbd I ri[ b. bltbfsl ud
IIir lfuln, rnd Suoocron, rod thrt t iltl, s In dut

I

r;d;il;E-;; ilitiii,iriif iitt ii_4iiy,.ir!';i'Ji;i'lia"d,,Lx.",,llffil;,bH_tli.,#i,i*iiill"ili
corarir, rod vill obone ud'o-bor rll ordcrr of Ei urj6.ry, ui. n"t .-, ia*s1il;;ll;d";f $r ooarntr ud ooon..1 orcr 8.. 8o hdp or Ood.hdp or Ood.

CEBTIFICATE OF IIAOIStrRA!! ON AITBETINO OtrElONB

8ir1u0vt o! tlr l*t*n

U ut dnda h r$L.a o rltr Ft. oa |!. I Judo .a 6. D..- .bo'. b. |nla b qf. h .d b,t|| aa alstb.
I a-b | (6t, lrt ae

|l l-da--l{ll b I t J | L D - r 5 a t Q f l r I t ! | t
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Appendix H

WALTER VICTOR DOUGLAS CHAPPELL

. Commonwealth War Graves Commission Memorial

. Attestation

. Descriptive Report on Enlistment

. Statement of the Services

. Statement of the Names and Addresses of all the Relatives of the above named
deceased

. Letter to William Chappell from the Army, Officer in Charge of Records

. Statement of the Names andAddresses of all the Relatives of the above named
deceased (second page)

. Another Letter to William Chappell from the Army, Officer in Charge of Records

. Handwritten Letter to William Chappell from the Army, Officer in Charge of
Records

. Army Memorandum regarding personal effects of Walter

. Casualty Form Active Service

. Casualty Form Active Service (page 2)

. Medical History
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In Memory of
Private WALTSR VICTOR DOUCLAS CIIAPPELL

202817, 2ndl Sth Bn., North Staffordshire Regiment
formerly (I20a4), The Buffs (Sast Kent Regiment)

who died
on2l March 1918

Remembered with honour
ARRASMNMORIAL

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Appendix E

THOMAS TRAYTON CHAPPELL

. US Draft Registration Card

. Canadian Attestation

. Casualty Form - Active Service

. Record of Promotions, etc.

. Untitled Document

. Discharge Certificate
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