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EXHIBITION DESCRIPTION
Dionne Warwick: Queen of Twitter is an art exhibition inspired by a single Twitter account user: 
@DionneWarwick. In 2020, the legendary entertainer’s account went viral and was covered by major media 
outlets. Her commentary--on everything from perplexing celebrity stage names (yes, we’re looking at you, 
The Weeknd and Chance the Rapper) to social justice issues--has offered laughs, wisdom, and comfort for an 
intergenerational audience during the Covid-19 pandemic and civil unrest. 
 
In this exhibition, artists have created specially commissioned works referencing the humorous, sassy, 
profound, and inspirational tweets by Ms. Warwick. The works range from site-specific installations to mixed 
media pieces exploring Ms. Warwick’s social justice and spiritual background and that sharp wit that makes 
her everyone’s favorite “Auntie.” Accompanying these works is an intimate selection of archival material 
spotlighting her illustrious and groundbreaking career.

Collectively, the artwork and archival materials celebrate Ms Warwick’s creative resilience. The latter, is 
defined within the context of this exhibition as the ability to creatively use the arts and social media to 
surmount life’s obstacles and imagine a better future. Throughout her career and via her online presence, Ms. 
Warwick has consistently demonstrated the power of creative resilience to uplift, educate, and unite people 
during challenging times. Thus, making her a true Queen.





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Jo-El Lopez, The Queen, 2021. 

Acrylic on canvas, 54 x 42 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Pamela Council, Dionne Warwick’s New Year’s 
Message 2021, 2021. 

Neon light, 1970s beaded curtain, 42 x 48 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Lavett Ballard, I Say a Little Prayer, 2021. 

Mixed media collage installation, dimensions 
variable. 



FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Detail View

Lavett Ballard, I Say a Little Prayer, 2021. 

Mixed media collage installation, dimensions 
variable. 



FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Detail View

Lavett Ballard, I Say a Little Prayer, 2021. 

Mixed media collage installation, dimensions 
variable. 



FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Detail View

Lavett Ballard, Heartbreaker, 2021. 

Mixed media collage, 10 x 12 in.





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Beau McCall, Dionne: Queen of Twitter, 2021. 

Collage printed with dye sublimation on 
aluminum, 16 x 20 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Beau McCall, Dionne’s Okay Bye Tweet, 2021.

Collage printed with dye sublimation on 
aluminum, 16 x 20 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Beau McCall, Dionne’s Nicki Minaj Tweet, 2021.

Collage printed with dye sublimation on 
aluminum, 16 x 20 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Beau McCall, Dionne’s Hot Girl Tweet, 2021.

Collage printed with dye sublimation on 
aluminum, 16 x 20 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Beau McCall, Dionne’s Calling Your Parents 
Tweet, 2021.

Collage printed with dye sublimation on 
aluminum, 16 x 20 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Beau McCall, Dionne’s Fanny Pack Tweet, 2021.

Collage printed with dye sublimation on 
aluminum, 16 x 20 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Beau McCall, Dionne’s Don’t Play Tweet, 2021.

Collage printed with dye sublimation on 
aluminum, 16 x 20 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Beau McCall, Dionne’s Save Your Money Tweet, 
2021.

Collage printed with dye sublimation on 
aluminum, 16 x 20 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Beau McCall, Dionne the Singer Tweet, 2021.

Collage printed with dye sublimation on 
aluminum, 16 x 20 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Beau McCall, Dionne’s Chance the Rapper 
Tweet, 2021.

Collage printed with dye sublimation on 
aluminum, 16 x 20 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Beau McCall, Dionne’s Wendy Williams Tweet, 
2021.

Collage printed with dye sublimation on 
aluminum, 16 x 20 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Beau McCall, Dionne’s Don’t Catch Shade Tweet, 
2021.

Collage printed with dye sublimation on 
aluminum, 16 x 20 in. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Felandus Thames, Karma, 2021. 

Hairbrushes, dimensions variable. 





FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Dianne Smith, What the World Needs Now, 2021.

Mixed media installation, dimensions variable. 



FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Detail View

Dianne Smith, What the World Needs Now, 2021.

Mixed media installation, dimensions variable. 



FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Detail View

Dianne Smith, What the World Needs Now, 2021.

Mixed media installation, dimensions variable. 



FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Detail View

Dianne Smith, What the World Needs Now, 2021.

Mixed media installation, dimensions variable. 



FEATURED 
ARTWORK
Click image to view video.

Dianne Smith, What the World Needs Now, 2021.

Video, 1 minute, 50 seconds. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nb-j9O9c3ziUHvjO0pVhtUFqcPZ_2mr9/view?usp=sharing


ARCHIVAL MATERIAL



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

JET magazines, 1966-1989. 

Private collection of Peter “Souleo” Wright.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Dionne Warwick concert souvenir program, circa 1968. 

Private collection of Peter “Souleo” Wright.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Dionne Warwick concert souvenir program, circa early 
1970s. 

Private collection of Peter “Souleo” Wright.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL
The Magic of Believing vinyl album recorded by Dionne 
Warwick featuring The Drinkard Singers, 1968. 

Private collection of Peter “Souleo” Wright.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL
Presenting Dionne Warwick vinyl album recorded by 
Dionne Warwick, 1963. 

Private collection of Peter “Souleo” Wright.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL
Trade advertisement poster for Friends album by 
Dionne Warwick, 1985. 

Private collection of Peter “Souleo” Wright.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL
Trade advertisement poster for Heartbreaker album by 
Dionne Warwick, 1982. 

Private collection of Peter “Souleo” Wright.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL
Trade advertisement poster for Solid Gold TV Show, 
1985. 

Private collection of Peter “Souleo” Wright.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL
Trade advertisement poster for Valley of the Dolls 
Album, 1968. 

Private collection of Peter “Souleo” Wright.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Top: Ticket stub from a Dionne Warwick and Burt 
Bacharach concert at Radio City Music Hall in New 
York, NY, 1987. Private collection of Peter “Souleo” 
Wright

Bottom: Ticket stub from a Dionne Warwick and Burt 
Bacharach concert at Neal S. Blaisdell Center Arena in 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 1991.





ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Christmas sweater gifted to Dionne Warwick by Jimmy 
Fallon, 2020. 

Private collection of Dionne Warwick.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Las Vegas Raiders cap, circa 2005. 

Private collection of Dionne Warwick. 



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

People magazine spread from the article, Dionne 
Warwick: My Life in Pictures, 2019. 

Private collection of Peter “Souleo” Wright.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Grammy Salute to Music Legends program, 2019. 

Private collection of Peter “Souleo” Wright.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL
My Life, As I See It autobiography by Dionne Warwick with David 
Freeman Wooley, 2010. Private collection of Peter “Souleo” 
Wright.

My Point of View book by Dionne Warwick, 2004. Private collection 
of Peter “Souleo” Wright.

The Bacharach and David Songbook, 1970. Private Collection of 
Peter "Souleo" Wright.

Little Man picture book by Dionne Warwick and David Freeman 
Wooley, 2011. Private collection of Peter “Souleo” Wright.

Say a Little Prayer picture book by Dionne Warwick, David 
Freeman Wooley, and Tonya Bolden, 2008. Private collection of 
Dionne Warwick.

Dionne Warwick: A Legends Journey fan club book designed and 
compiled by Dionne Warwick Fan Club president and website 
coordinator, Peter Pierce, undated. Private collection of Dionne 
Warwick.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

State of New Jersey Executive Department 
Proclamation to Dionne Warwick. 

Issued by the Office of the Governor Phil D. Murphy, 
2019. 

Private collection of Dionne Warwick.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Letter from U.S. Senator, Cory Booker (D-NJ), 2019. 
Facsimile. 

Private collection of Dionne Warwick.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Grammy Museum Experience Prudential Center 
Summer Session Scholarships donated in honor of 
Dionne Warwick, 2019. 

Private collection of Dionne Warwick.



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition 
presented to Dionne Warwick, 2019. 

Private collection of Dionne Warwick.



VIDEO CONTENT

Click the image to enjoy these video clips featuring 
highlights from Ms. Warwick’s career, excerpts from an 
exclusive interview, and some of her best moments on 
Twitter. 

Included is the documentary, “Dionne Warwick: Then 
Came You (My Music),” 2018. Courtesy of TJL 
Productions.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13V7pfxoEEhoE2iTHCO3F6GTznAmbtnKM/view?usp=sharing


TIMELINE
Included in the exhibition is a timeline highlighting 
significant milestones in Ms. Warwick’s career.



INSTALLATION 
IMAGES

Newark Arts Festival



INSTALLATION 
IMAGES

Newark Arts Festival



INSTALLATION 
IMAGES

Newark Arts Festival



STATEMENTS & BIOS

COMMISSIONED ARTISTS



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
 
Lavett Ballard

The title for this work references Dionne Warwick’s classic 1967 song of the same name and her roots 
within the Black church. As a child Ms. Warwick sang at New Hope Baptist Church in Newark, NJ where 
she honed her skills. Thus, Lavett Ballard creates an installation with a church pew as the centerpiece. 
The pew’s various objects reference Ms. Warwick’s cultural and historical relevance to the East Orange 
(where she was raised) and Newark communities and the Black church.

Meanwhile, the back wall acts as a timeline referencing Ms. Warwick’s tweet. Tapping into her longevity 
and ability to foster intergenerational dialogues via social media, Ballard documents through collages, 
Ms. Warwick’s life and the collective experiences of Black women. As the artist states, “My hope is to 
create a visual timeline and narrative of how each tweet came from life experience and wisdom.”

You are invited to take a respectful selfie while sitting on the church pew and reflecting on Ms. Warwick’s 
cultural legacy and the importance of the Black woman’s narrative. 



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
Bio

Lavett Ballard is an Artist, Art historian, Curator, and Author. She holds a dual Bachelor’s in Studio Art and Art 
History with a minor in Museum Studies from Rutgers University, she also has an MFA in Studio Art from the 
University of the Arts in Philadelphia. Ballard’s art has been commissioned as a cover for Time Magazine 
special Woman of the Year double edition released March 2020. Among her accolades she is a 2021 Yaddo 
Artist residency fellow, named by Black Art in America as one of the Top 10 Female Emerging Artists to 
Collect. Ballard’s work has been in film productions and exhibited at galleries and museums nationwide. 
Ballards work has been acquired by prominent collections such as the African American Museum of 
Philadelphia, the Colored Girls Museum, the Grant Hill and Petrucci Family Foundation Collection, and 
Syracuse University Community Folk Arts Center, and Jule Collins Smith Fine Art Museum at Auburn 
University Collections. 

For more information visit LavettBeArt.com or IG: lavettballardarts or Twitter: @Lavettballardart



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
    

Pamela Council

Everyone needs a good auntie, especially during difficult times. Someone sassy, fierce, fabulous, witty, 
and never too shy to tell it like it is or offer some (sometimes unsolicited but much-needed) advice. On 
New Year’s Day 2021--as the world hoped for better days following 2020’s Covid-19 pandemic and civil 
unrest--Dionne Warwick reminded the world that not only is she a legendary recording artist, but she is 
a global auntie to all, no matter one’s background or how they identify. As Pamela Council states she 
was, “  Kicking off the New Year by reminding us who she is. Auntie is a mindset, a status, an honorific, and 
a person to be revered.”

Why do you think the artist chose to archive Ms. Warwick’s tweet in neon (a medium usually associated 
with commercialism and kitsch aesthetics)? 

Go ahead, take a selfie with “Auntie!” You know you wanna!



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
Bio

Pamela Council is an interdisciplinary artist guided by material, cultural, and metaphysical quests. Council’s 
practice embodies a darkly humorous and inventive maximalist Afro-Americana camp aesthetic, 
BLAXIDERMY. Through this lens, Council uses sculpture, architecture, writing, and performance to make 
dedications and monuments that provide relief for grief and shed light on under-valued narratives. Council 
has created commissions, exhibitions, performances or presentations for: New Museum for Contemporary Art, 
United States Library of Congress, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, Studio Museum in 
Harlem, and MoCADA. Council has been Artist-in-Residence at MacDowell, ISCP, Red Bull Arts, Bemis, Rush 
Arts, MANA, Signal Culture, Mass MoCA, and Wassaic Project. A recipient of the 2017 Joan Mitchell Grant, 
Council holds a BA from Williams College and an MFA from Columbia University. 

For more information visit IG or Twitter: @pamelacouncil



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
Jo-El Lopez

Leave it to a queen to knock some sense into ya. In this tweet, Dionne Warwick reminds her followers that 
sometimes you need to pause, think, and use your common sense when dealing with life’s micro 
annoyances and large challenges. Artist, Jo-El Lopez uses the tweet as a departure point to relish in the 
queendom of Ms. Warwick by depicting her in a graceful and regal pose. The stained glass background 
references Ms. Warwick’s church roots and one of the sources for the “good sense” that she tries to instill in 
others via social media and music. 

#GetSomeGoodSense 



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
Bio

Jo-El Lopez uses the visual storytelling of traditional realism to comment on the intersection of faith and 
modernity, the strength of family, and the multidimensional contemporary urban experience. The decades the 
artist spent under the Pentecostal doctrine, and a bold color palette informed by both abstract painting as well 
as older traditions of icon-making, all meld to create Lopez’s kaleidoscopic worldview.

Lopez’s work is in the permanent collection of The Newark Museum of Art and The Zimmerli Art Museum at 
Rutgers University. His work has appeared regularly in tri-state area exhibitions at Gallery Aferro in Newark, NJ, 
The Bronx River Art Center, BRIC in Brooklyn, NY, BRAC in the Bronx, NY, The Center for Contemporary Art in 
Bedminster, NJ, Rutgers University in Newark, NJ, New Jersey City State University Gallery, Kean University, and 
many others. 

For more information visit IG: @jo_ellopez or Twitter: @JLopez53     



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
Beau McCall

In this series titled, Dionne Warwick: Queen of Twitter, artist Beau McCall references the witty and sassy 
tweets of Ms. Warwick, which brought joy to her followers, made her a viral sensation, and helped her 
connect with an intergenerational social media audience. The collages combine close-up photos from 
McCall’s button embellished and hand-sewn visual and wearable art with a range of photos and 
clippings. 

The use of buttons--often a family keepsake--add a touch of whimsy to the visual narrative through their 
elaborate arrangements.

Look closely at each collage.  

Which buttons and clippings stand out to you and help drive the narrative of the work?  



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
Beau McCall

Statement for Dionne’s Nicki Minaj Tweet

After a follower asked Ms. Warwick if she was a member of rapper Nicki Minaj’s fanbase, affectionately 
called the Barbz, she was perplexed, not knowing what this meant. After receiving an explanation she 
said that she was one of the Barbz and put out a call for her followers to create fan art of her in Minaj’s 
iconic pink wigs. Here, McCall creates his own version of Ms. Warwick in a pink wig to highlight the sense 
of humor and fun that brings joy to Ms. Warwick’s followers. 



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
Beau McCall

Statement for Dionne’s Hot Girl Tweet

Against a vibrant backdrop of buttons McCall uses an image of Ms. Warwick wagging her finger in a 
sassy manner to reference her not wanting to know what a “hot girl” is. It is a phrase made popular by 
rappers such as Megan Thee Stallion who defined it in a tweet (dated July 17, 2019)  as “...being 
unapologetically you, having fun, being confident, living your truth, being the life of the party, etc.” 

Joining Ms. Warwick is an image of singer Teyana Taylor, who embodies the definition of a “hot girl” and 
was recently listed as Maxim magazine’s “Sexiest Woman Alive” (2021). Plus, Taylor is someone who has 
connected with Ms. Warwick via social media and received the legend’s blessing to play her in a 
potential film or TV project. 

While Ms. Warwick playfully may not want to know what a “hot girl” is, she is certainly accepting of all the 
world’s “hot girls.”



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
Beau McCall

Statement for Dionne the Singer Tweet

This was Ms. Warwick’s follow-up tweet to inquiring about why Chance the Rapper puts his occupation 
in his stage name. Ever the wisecracking queen, Ms. Warwick then jokingly announced her new stage 
name as: Dionne the Singer, showing she can keep up with the younger generation. 

Statement for Dionne’s Wendy Williams Tweet

After talk show host Wendy Williams made some critical remarks about Ms. Warwick and her social 
media presence, the Queen of Twitter quickly responded with wit and class as seen in the tweet above. 
Here, McCall hilariously depicts what the scene might look like if Ms. Warwick did decide to egg 
Williams’ house. Can you imagine? LOL!  



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
Beau McCall

Statement for Dionne’s Chance the Rapper Tweet

In one of her most popular tweets, Ms. Warwick delighted her followers by asking Chance the Rapper a 
very direct and sensible question about his stage name. The tweet went viral and got the attention of 
Chance the Rapper. Ms. Warwick was then able to segue this into a forthcoming musical collaboration 
between the two, proving she is a savvy user of social media.



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
Bio

Beau McCall—enthusiastically proclaimed by American Craft magazine as “The Button Man”—uses mother of 
pearl, wool, and decorative buttons to touch on various topics including race, economics, social justice, and 
pop culture. McCall’s wearable and visual artwork is held in numerous public collections such as Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, Victoria and Albert Museum, The Museum at FIT, Schomburg Center for Research in Black 
Culture, Amistad Research Center, The Museum of Modern Art Library, Leslie-Lohman Museum of Art, 
Stonewall National Museum & Archives, and The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art Library. 

For more information: BeauMcCall.com or IG: @beau_mccall 

http://www.beaumccall.com


ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
Dianne Smith

On January 6, 2021 the nation reeled in shock and horror as rioters led a violent attack at the United States 
Capitol in Washington, D.C. to challenge the defeat of former President Donald Trump. About three months 
later many were once again devastated by another police shooting death, this time the victim’s name was 
Daunte Wright. Both events took place against the backdrop of the global Covid-19 pandemic. 

Ms. Warwick’s tweets reference the anger and trauma many felt as a result of these occurrences and they 
showcase her willingness to use social media to address political and social justice issues.

Dianne Smith’s installation brings the focus to this underrepresented aspect of Ms. Warwick’s life and career. 
Although she was not as outwardly visible as others in the civil rights movement, Ms. Warwick regularly gave 
back to her community through numerous charitable causes and her success in the music industry as a Black 
woman helped to blaze a trail and open doors for countless others. In songs such as “What the World Needs 
Now is Love,” she carried forth a message of peace and unity. Thus, Smith intersects references to Ms. 
Warwick with pivotal moments in our history as Black people in America. As the artist states, “Ms. Warwick’s 
recent commentary on the pandemic, social justice, and civil unrest through her tweets acts as a springboard 
to reflect on where we are today.”



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS    

Bio

Dianne Smith’s career as an interdisciplinary artist and cultural worker spans over two decades. Her collectors 
include National Museum of Women in the Arts, Petrucci Family Foundation Collection of African American 
Art, The Brodsky Organization, Danny Simmons, the late Cicely Tyson, Arthur Mitchell, and Maya Angelou, 
George Faison, Tasha Smith, and Terry McMillian. Most recently, she has been commissioned by the Park 
Avenue Armory for its 100 Years | 100 Women project to commemorate the 19th amendment (granting 
women the right to vote) 100 years after its ratification. In addition, Smith’s papers--capturing her nearly 
30-year career--are now permanently archived at Barnard College. 

For more information: diannesmithart.com or IG: @diannesmithart  

    

https://www.diannesmithart.com/


ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
    

Felandus Thames

Ms. Warwick tweeted this message after sensationalist reports were being spread by news outlets following 
the hospitalization of rapper DMX (R.I.P.). While Ms. Warwick was taking aim at those in the media, Thames 
redirects the tweet’s message to those (particularly, in law enforcement) who have killed Black people in 
senseless acts of violence while on “job duty.” Thus, Ms. Warwick’s wise tweet can be applied to any 
circumstance as a reminder that the excuse of “just doing one’s job” holds no weight against the universal and 
spiritual force of karma. 

Here, Thames archives Ms. Warwick’s words using hairbrushes. The bristles are meticulously picked apart and 
arranged to form each letter of the tweet. 

What do you think the hollow spaces and the sharp bristle edges that remain add within the context of this 
work? Does it make the words tweeted by Ms. Warwick resonate on a deeper emotional level?



ARTIST STATEMENTS & BIOS
Bio

Felandus Thames is a conceptual artist living and practicing in the greater New York area.  Born in Mississippi, 
Thames attended the graduate program in Painting and Printmaking at Yale University where he received his 
MFA in 2010. He has been included in exhibitions at the Kravets Wehby Gallery, Tilton Gallery, Heather James 
Gallery, Virginia Museum of Fine Art, USF Contemporary Art Museum, International Center for Printmaking 
New York, Contemporary Art Museum Houston, Mississippi Museum of Art, of Art, Yale University, MoCA 
Westport, Philadelphia African American Museum, Art LA, and Miami Basel.
 
Thames serves as Visiting Critic to Rhode Island  School of Design’s MFA in Printmaking program. Media 
appearances are numerous and periodicals include the New York Times, Financial Times, Frieze Magazine, 
Essence, Politico Magazine, Vanity Fair, and Art in America. Thames’ work can be found in a myriad of 
prominent international collections and will be featured in the forthcoming Venice Biennale. 

For more information: FelandusThames.com or IG: @felandus



CURATOR BIO
Bio

Souleo curates entertaining and informative events, exhibitions, and cultural programs. Souleo has 
collaborated with noteworthy institutions and brands, including the New York Public Library, Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black Culture, the Museum of Arts and Design, Columbia University, Barnard College, 
Newark Museum of Art, Stax Museum of American Soul Music, Leslie-Lohman Museum of Art, and AARP. 
Souleo's work has been widely covered in outlets including the Associated Press, NY Times, The New Yorker, 
NBC, and more. 

For more information: SouleoUniverse.com or IG: @souleouniverse   

http://www.souleouniverse.com/


PRESS HIGHLIGHTS
Click the logo to view media coverage.

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/11/29/never-tweet-unless-youre-dionne-warwick
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/entertainment/the-scene/new-york-live/the-queen-of-twitter-comes-to-newark/3405007/
https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2021/11/15/dionne-warwick-exhibit-newark-arts-festival/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13j549oHqw-DC-Yx418LEvCsZDfATr5U4/view?usp=sharing
https://www.essence.com/entertainment/exclusive-dionne-warwick-twitter-newark-arts-festival/
https://nypost.com/2021/11/12/why-dionne-warwick-is-the-queen-of-twitter/
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