.

S NEWS

On the Move

.RENTERS BEWARE. Ove
by slumlords. But don
and Expediting Service, LLC brea
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New Lease on Life

Most renter’s
agreements can
only be changed if
both parties agree
on the terms. So
breaking one
usually comesat a
cost. But there are
those— including
seniorcitizens,
military person-
nel and domestic
violence victims—
who may qualify
to terminate
without being
responsibile for
future payments.

Check it Out

It can be difficult
getting some
landlords to
address repair
concerns once
you've already
moved in. Before
paying any fees or
signing a lease,
Rodriguez advises
all prospective
tenantstotakea
final inspection of
the apartment to

- ensure all initial

issues have been
handled upfront.

't worry, Karina B. Rodriguc

Paper Tralil

Paying your
monthly duesin

-~ cashisnot

~ advised. Butif

~ unavoidable,

_' Rodriguez says
tenants have the

right to request
invoices, detailing

~ the date received,
- total amount,
- periods covered

and apartment
number. She also

- suggests having
~ thelandlord’s
signature as well.

r 50 percent of Black tenants are being ripped off
'z of Rentpro Consulting

ks down your basic bill of rights. —by saye,

~ Home Improvements

If your landlord

fails to make
- required building

maintenance, you

 may be able tosue

for repairsora

- rent reduction.
- Accordingto

Rodriguez, it’sin
your own best
interest to
document all
correspondence
and requestsin

~ writing so there’s
 evidence to sup-

port your claims.




| i7 THE PHILADELPHIA board of education has its way,
£ 37 public schools in the area will be consolidated
and closed by June. According to superintendent
William Hite Jr.. the plan will save the nearly bankrupt
system and improve overall performance.

Jerry T. Jordan, president of the Philadelphia Feder-
ation of Teachers (PFT), disagrees. “This is absolutely
about saving a few dollars in the short term, not about
education quality,” he argues. “Philadelphia spends
about half per student of what is spent in neighboring
suburbs. This has severely impacted our schools’ ability
to deliver quality instruction.”

The potential consequences of the proposed closures

range from safety concerns for displaced students going

to neighborhoods with gang issues to transportation
hazards and classroom overcrowding. Even parents
whose children aren’t enrolled in one of the targeted
institutions have objections. “My daughter is con-

cerned with the possibility of children with behavioral 5

issues being transferred to her school,” says Marti
McCall, mother of a Philadelphia charter school stu-
dent. “That could taint the safety of her environment.”
The PFT has since partnered with the Philadelphia
Coalition Advocating for Public Schools to propose
an alternative community-based pla
call for a one-year moratorium onany closings. The
School Reform Commission will vote this monthon

its final course of action. —by Souleo

n for education and
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Dangerous
§_rounds

¢« MINORS HAVE RIGHTS.
But it appears a 15-year-
old’s were violated at
Chicago's Taft High
School Last November,
the unidentified student
claimed that an accusa-
tion of drug possession
led to a security guard
examining his genital
areain the boy's
bathroom to look for
evidence, while a police
officer and female
assistant principal
watched. Nothing was
found on the teen. Now,
his parents Michelle and
Anthony Woodman are
suing Chicago Public
Schools for their son’s
mistreatment. “His civil
rights were violated
when he was strip-
searched without
By cause.’ saysJulie
) Herrera, the
Woodmans' lawyer
\“‘. “The way that it

Hopefully

f justice will be
served and such
blatant misuses of
power can

be avoided in

the future.

—by Chandler Rollins
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Life After Death
Alvina Alston, 36, shares how she

coped with burying three of her
babies in seven months

WHENIFOUND out [ was havingtriplets|
felt blessed, Although T had a daughter
who is now 17, | had lost two previous
habies due to birth defects.
After that 1 didn’t want to
have any more children. But
triplets run inmy family, and
I thought this was God giving
me hack the babies I lost. My
hushand and 1 were ecstatic,
but that later turned tosorrow.
I was 25-weeks pregnant when [ felt a
pain. [ ooked down and blood was coming
out from between my legs. [ knew some-
thing was wrong. [ went tothe ER, where
they gave me an emergency C-section.
Oneof the habies died immediately from
lack of oxygen, the second lived for four
months before suceumbing to a sepsisin-
fection, and the last one died two months
later. She was a fighter. We hoped tobring
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“Seeing your
baby open her
eyes and smile,
only todie—
you never lose
that pain.”
e R
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her home but one day she went intoa

coma and never woke up- she was

brain dead
The doctors said my triplets died be-
cause of low birth weight. but I heard
of infants living at 22 weeks. What
. hurt me most was that there were
' drug-addicted people with babies
who lived. I did everything right — no
drinking, nodrugs, so why didn't my
babies live? Why did [ have to suf-
fer through three funerals 1n seven
—. months” That'ssomething [ grappled

with emotionally.

Eventhough I prayed, 1 questioned God
and went through a bout of depression. |
felt like there was noreason for me tolive.
That kind of loss wipes you out mentally
It put astrainonthe relationshipwithmy
husband Wewere like walking zombies.
Seeing your baby open her eves and smile,
only todic— you never lose that pain. As
human h{-inﬂ& we don't et over that.

What pulled me throuyh was
my oldest daughter. She didn't
Un[E"I'Hl:I IIII \-'u'h?lt wias Foimngfona
the time so T had to be strong for
her. That was my saving grace,
Then, a year after the triplets
passed I got pregnant again and
had a baby girl named Dariawho
isnow 11. And [ gave birth to my son Bryce
the following year. They're both healthy
and strong. So God took my triplets but
He gave me more,

This experience makes my testimony
stronger to deliver others from sadness.
I feel honored that God chose me to have
this happen tobecause he saw something
in me. So in telling my story | hope that
I'm saving lives. —as told to Souleo
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Unbuckled
Justice
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year-old Marton Brown
was chasad b Licea for

o -deufm-\.e “
3n alleged seatbelt vio-

ation. Uash-cam footage
ows hum fleeing on foot
efore getting run over by
4 pursuing squad car. The
manner of death was ruled
an accudent, but the Flonda
Oept. of Law Enforcement

£

Medical Examiners Com- : avideo showed you or me
Tussion is calling that au- driving toward someone
lopsyreportinto question. - with such velocity that the
Although agrand jurydid : impact would kill them,
notindict Officer James . we likelywouldn t get the
Harris of anywrongdoing, . same consideration.”
he was eventuallyfiredand |  The Cityof Deland Police
4 settlement was reached DepartmlrethJETs
with the victim's family for  requests for comment.

Bl ta 1 ST 8
$550,000. Still, Brown s ex
wife, Krystal, is demand

vehicular homcide. We
. "
are fighting for just

LS
she asserts. The Browns

says that a criminal Case
hinges on the the commis-
SION 'S review

“The biggest thingisto
have the manner of death
changed from accident te
homicide,” he explamns. |f
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HBCU
victory

A FEDERAL judge
recently ruled that
Marviand violated its
constitutional com
mitment to equality
between state-run
HBCUs and tradition-
ally White universities
A 2006 case argued
that African-American
schools were sys-
tematically starved

of funding while the
state allowed their
most popular pro-
grams to be duplicated
at White schools, forc-
ingadropin HBCU
enrollment. The
funding claim was dis-
missed, but non-Black
institutions may be
forced to close, trans-

fer or merge programs
with local HBCUS,
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Not So Fast

across the United States

Struggling to make ends meet, restaurant Jre bR
workers ban together in an effort to supersize | orders; they're making y
: ng
the minimum wage above the poverty line : them too.Inapush to rais

the federal minimum wage
from $7.25 to $15 per hou
chain restaurant employ
ees throughout multi
cities— including New
York, Chicago, St. L
Detroit, Milwaukee, Kansas
City, Seattle and Flint, Ml
have gone on strike against

several major fast food
companies. Their mobiliza-
tion spotlights the growing
struggles of many African-
American families to meet
basic needs such as rent,
health care and groceries al
the current base pay rate
“Many minimum wage

workers have to rely on

: government assistance

.~ to afford everyday living
expenses,” explains David
Cooper, an analyst at the
Economic Policy Institute
(EPI). “These important
programs shouldn’t act 33
a subsidy for corporations
that are making billions of
dollars per year.”

According to a 2013

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 14)
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