
Wjj*
LtikestRated
Among Best
"An In-Depth Biological Sur-

ey of Lakes in Rensselaer Coun-
ty," a study being conducted by
a group of RPI students, has re-
vealed that Forest and Taconic
Lakes, both in Grafton, are two
of the best lakes studied in terms
of water quality.

In a preliminary report pre-
sented to the Rensselaer Coun-
ty Environmental Management
Council, the two Grafton lakes
were cited for low concentra-
tions of bacteria, phosphates and
nitrates, and low algae counts.

The study, headed by Donald:
Scavia of RPI's class of 1973, is
being conducted with a $19,200
grant from the National Science
Foundation's Student-Originated
Studies Program. Fifteen stu-
dents are participating in the 11-
week survey, which is expected
to be completed by October.

Objectives of the study are
-tiro-fenl. T Representative sampl-
ing of the lakes is being conduct- j
ed in an effort to aid the Tjpnsse-
laer County Health Department
in establishing a watershed man-
agement program. This type of
program would correlate land
use with the environmental
quality of the water. A second
objective is to establish a com-j
parative analysis of the lakes un-
der study.

A field team collected samples
and performed various water an-
alyses. A lab group of biologi-
cal, chemical and geological

o 1 teams performed more complex
e studies aimed at describing lake

conditions.
A total of 20 selected lakes

were sampled six times each
throughout the summer, result-
ing in more than 10,000 tests.
Preliminary results indicate eu-
trophication in many of the coun-
ty's lakes. One of the poorest
lakes studied was Snyder's Lake
in the town of North Greenbush,
where extremely high readings
of phosphates and nitrates were
recorded.


