August 25, 2020

Joe Spraggins

Executive Director

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources
1141 Bayview Avenue

Biloxi, MS 39530

Dear Brigadier General Spraggins,

On behalf of the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Shareholders’ Alliance (Shareholders’ Alliance) and
our commercial fishermen members, including members in Mississippi, please accept our
comments on Mississippi Department of Marine Resources’ (MDMR) Spend Plan for the funds
allocated to the state through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Securities (CARES)
Act.

The Shareholders’ Alliance is the largest organization of commercial snapper and grouper
fishermen in the Gulf of Mexico. Our organization is dedicated to sustainable management of the
Gulf’s marine resources and to supporting American commercial fishing and seafood businesses
in our region. We have members in all five Gulf States that rely on state and federal agencies to
ensure fisheries management is based on sound science so that our fisheries and businesses can
provide the American public with wild-caught, fresh, domestic seafood.

Thank you for opening a public comment period for the spend plan. The CARES Act is a critical
avenue to provide relief for commercial fishermen who saw drastic decreases in their landings
and sales of product. Opportunity for input from the industries that can benefit from this money
IS important to ensure funds are distributed in a timely and effective manner. While we
acknowledge CARES Act funds will not completely close the financial gap for most fishermen,
it is a pathway to monetary aid that is much needed.

Based on our review of the information provided by MDMR, we have the following comments:

e While we applaud MDMR for opening a public comment period on the spend plan, we
question the timeline and length of the comment period. Ten-days is not adequate. The
state of Florida was able to provide a three-week period for its stakeholders to comment
on the Florida spend plan, which gave businesses and fishermen sufficient time to read
and analyze the plan and provide informed feedback on where it could be improved. We
also question why a draft spend plan was not made public shortly after the June 21
Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources Meeting as indicated. This would have
provided more adequate time for industry feedback.
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e What will be the process for auditing applications and verifying revenue loss? Why did
MDMR chose for eligible participants to self-certify losses?

e We request that MDMR provide more flexibility for the application deadline. We
understand that MDMR is attempting to distribute aid to applicants as quickly as
possible, but a two-week hard deadline is not sufficient time for commercial fishermen
and seafood businesses to gather the materials needed to document and verify a 35% loss
as compared to a five-year average. We are currently at the height of hurricane season,
and this week’s multiple storm systems in the Gulf is a prime example of the uncertainty
around this time of year. Preparing for and reacting to impacts from storms will mean
businesses and fishermen will need more time to gather necessary documentation. A
rolling deadline or a longer application period would be valuable, would provide more
time to those who need it to compile necessary documentation, and would be greatly
appreciated by Mississippi’s commercial fishermen.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Eric Brazer

Deputy Director

Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Shareholders’ Alliance
eric@shareholdersalliance.org
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