
It has been a long, hard winter, so it is with great pleasure that I wel-
come everyone to the start of our spring activities. 

The S.A.L. will host its annual Saint Patrick's Day Party coming up
on March 10th from 7:00 PM to Midnight. The S.A.L. puts out a great
spread for all to enjoy. Be sure to get your tickets soon. They are
going fast.

The Auxiliary will sponsor a chili dinner on April 6th from 5:00 – 7:00
PM. It is first come first serve; there are no reservations. Be sure to
attend this wonderful event.

Don’t forget the 50/50 fund raiser and social event to be held on April
7th. Tickets are $25.00 each and only 100 tickets will be sold.

The American Legion is celebrating its 100th Anniversary in 2018.
The 15 month celebration started at the Legion’s annual convention
last August and will conclude in November 2018. This is an historic
event and we will continue to have many Pascackle articles around
this event throughout the year.

We are also continuing our monthly Bingo games at the Paramus Vet-
erans Home. They play the 4th Wednesday night of every month start-
ing at 7:00PM. We are always looking for volunteers to join us in
making it a fun night.

We said goodbye to another two of members who have retired to
North Carolina. Jerry Alexander and Jean Campbell have been a great
part of our Post’s success for many years. Jerry was the Post’s Ser-
geant-At-Arms and was our hall rental chairman for many years. He
also volunteered every month at the monthly Bingo games at the
Paramus Veterans Home. He was part of the Kitchen Crew who made
our Wednesday night dinners, our Friday night fish fry dinners, and
our Sunday breakfasts such tasty events. We certainly wish them
well.

I am happy to announce that Dan Hoffman has volunteered to replace
Jerry as the hall rental chairman. He is very enthusiastic and we wish
him success in this position.

If you know anyone homebound and if they need someone to visit,
either come to a meeting or call me at (201) 919-5991. I will let you
know if they need a visit, or if they just would appreciate a phone call
just to say hello.

Remember, our next meeting is March 15th at 7:30 at the Post on
118 Ridge Avenue in Park Ridge. All members please attend.

Happiness
If you want happiness for an hour take a nap.
If you want happiness for a day go fishing.
If you want happiness for a year inherit a fortune.
If you want happiness for a lifetime help someone else.

Commander Joseph C. Collery
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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

2018 POST OFFICER ELECTION
SCHEDULE

It is time for the post election season to begin. The schedule
for nominations, elections and officer installations for the Le-
gionnaires, Auxiliary and the S.A.L. is below. 

The nominating committee of each organization will present
the names of the nominees on March 15th, however, any mem-
ber in good standing (those who have paid their dues for 2018)
may nominate candidates for any office. To nominate someone,
the candidate’s name should be submitted in writing, along
with the names of five other members in good standing who
support the candidate’s nomination. The nominations should
be sent to the attention of the Post Commander at the Post.

Nominees Presented..............................................March 15th

Officer’s Election ......................................................April 12th

Officer’s Installation ..................................................May 10th



CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

REHAB

Mar 1 Thurs. S.A.L. Monthly Meeting..........................7:00 PM
Mar 10 Sat.  S.A.L.  Annual St. Patrick’s 

Day Dinner .........................................7:00 PM-Midnight
Mar 13  Tues. Post Executive Board Meeting..................7:00 PM
Mar 14  Wed. Marine Executive Board Meeting ..............7:00 PM
Mar 15 Thurs. Post Meeting

OFFICER NOMINATIONS ...................................7:30 PM 
Mar 19 Mon. Auxiliary Monthly Meeting .......................7:00 PM
Mar 28 Wed. Bingo at the Paramus Veterans Home......7:00 PM

Apr 5 Thurs. S.A.L. Monthly Meeting...........................7:00PM
Apr 6 Fri. Chili Dinner ..........................................5:00-7:00PM
Apr 7 Sat. 50/50 Fund Raiser & Social Event ....7:00-11:00PM
Apr 10 Tues. Post Executive Board Meeting .................7:00 PM
Apr 10 Tues. American Legion Auxiliary Cty. Mtg. ........7:30 PM
Apr 11 Wed. Marine Executive Board Meeting..............7:00 PM
Apr 12 Thurs. Post Meeting

OFFICER ELECTIONS.........................................7:30 PM
Apr 13 Fri. Boy Scout Troop 334 Annual Pasta Dinner
Apr 16 Mon. Auxiliary Monthly Meeting .......................7:00 PM

May 3 Thurs. S.A.L. Monthly Meeting...........................7:00PM
May 5 Sat. Annual Auxiliary Poppy distribution..................TBD
May 8 Tues. Post Executive Board Meeting .................7:00 PM
May 10 Thurs. Post Meeting

OFFICER INSTALLATIONS.................................7:30 PM
May 12 Sat. Annual Auxiliary Poppy distribution..................TBD
May 21 Mon. Auxiliary Monthly Meeting .......................7:00 PM
May 23 Wed. Bingo at the Veterans Home in Paramus..7:00 PM
May 28 Mon. Memorial Service at Post 153 ...................8:00AM
May 28 Mon. Memorial Services in 

Park Ridge, Montvale and WCL..........................9:00AM
May 28 Mon  MEMORIAL DAY PARADE......................10:30 AM

AUXILIARY NEWS

The monthly Bingo party at the Paramus Veterans Home was
held on December 27, 2017.  Jim Donovan reports that his team
consisted of Legionnaires Al Quackenbush, Joe Collery, Jerry
Alexander and Andy Demes and Auxiliary members Annie Whit-
ney, Dee Mackey and Maureen Demes.

Also helping was volunteer S.A.L. Buda.  The caller was Holly
Padula. The 53 residents were each given $5 as a holiday gift.

------------------------

The monthly Bingo party at the Paramus Veterans Home was
held on January 24, 2018.  Jim Donovan reports that his team
consisted of Legionnaires Joe Collery, Jerry Alexander and Andy
Demes, S.A.L. member Vinnie Alfano and Jim Donovan, Jr., and
Auxiliary members Annie Whitney and Maureen Demes.

The caller was Saboor Kelley. Sixty-one residents 
participated.

We had our first meeting of the year bringing together
works accomplished and works to do.

In sadness we attended the wake of Paul Ramasco, a
longtime member of our Post. 
Paulie will always be remembered for his cheer, humor and
love of baseball. Rest in Peace.

Remembering our Veterans, we continue to attend
monthly Bingo games at the Paramus Veterans Home.  It is
here that monthly visits are made by Maureen Demes and
Pat Molina to the women residents. Over 300 calendars and
date books were distributed throughout the home. Maureen
was greatly assisted by her DAR co-member Diana Boller-
man.

Our Children and Youth projects include sending 4 can-
didates to the annual Girls State Program held at Georgian
Court University.  Two of the students are from Park Ridge
H.S. and two from Pascack Hills H.S.  Our annual essay con-
test is well underway.  According to chairperson Dot Boz-
zone there are 377 entries from local schools.

There was a festive farewell held for our own Jean Camp-
bell and Jerry Alexander, who will be leaving us shortly for
their new home in North Carolina.  We are happy for their
happiness and wish them the very best in the future (see
picture below).

Celebrating the 75 anniversary of the Four Chaplains of
World War II, Dick Bozzone and the Post joined The
Methodist Church of Park Ridge. Several of our members
attended the touching ceremony along with Pastor Ray
Boyd.

Poppies will be distributed on May 5 and 12.  This is an
annual Auxiliary activity and the places where this will be
held will follow.

Following a discussion on Friday night Post dinners at
our last meeting, we made plans for a chili dinner.  This will
thbe our new fundraiser to be held on Friday, April 6 from 5
to 7 PM.  The dinner will include a salad, bread and dessert
for $10. For further information, please contact Dee Mackey
or Margie Behr.

Our next meeting will be held on Monday, March 19 at
7:00 PM (we will be in daylight savings time which makes
it easier for driving in the evening). Please don’t forget the
Food Center.

Barbara Musso



BACK IN TIME

Post Color Guard - photo taken in 1996 (front row - left to right)
Al Quackenbush, Frank Mahon, PC and Dick Bozzone, PC. (back
row - left to right) Martin DeNoylles, PC (deceased), Archie 
Harvey, Richard Moran and Martin Marquez, PC.

The longest serving member of
Post 153 in one position was the
late Ralph Caneva who was the fi-
nance officer for over 45 years. A
past post commander and a
World War II veteran, Ralph
served as the Park Ridge Post Of-
fice chief executive; he was also a
great recruiter of new members
for many years. Our dining hall is
dedicated to him!   
Dorothy Bozzone

One of the post visits to Arlington National Cemetery - photo
was taken at the tomb of the unknowns. (left to right - front
row) Joe Farrar, PC, John Livitharas and Vince Baily. All three
are deceased. (left to right - back row) Al Quackenbush and
John Vargas. John is now living in Colorado and is a 
decorated Vietnam War Army veteran. He is the recipient of 
the Purple Heart and the Distinguished Flying Cross.

The Old Post Color Guard (left to right) Frank Venusti, PC, Carl
Badame, Frank Mahon, PC, Dick Bozzone, PC and a USMC veteran
home on leave ).This photo was taken at a special World War II
memorial program held at Our Lady of Mercy Church in 1996 
honoring post members both active and deceased at that time.

Name that Santa Ted Lettie, PC, right, meets Santa at the Post
Christmas party in 1999. Santa is also a PC. Can you name him?

Pictures courtesy of Dick Bozzone

TAPS  

Paul C. Ramasco of Park Ridge, formerly of Montvale, on
Friday, January 19, 2018. He was an Air Force veteran serv-
ing in the Korean War. He also coached the Post’s baseball
team for 25 years.

DENOYELLES DUGOUT NEWS  

ATTENTION  ALL!!  Current News.  Beverages, both alcoholic
and non-alcoholic, including fresh coffee, are always available.
Come in and spend some time with fellow Legionaires and
guests. There is something for everyone at The Dugout.  Hope
to see you soon! Thank you for your support!!



FOUR CHAPLAINS REMEMBRANCE

Our Post partnered with the United Methodist church to honor
the famous "Four Chaplains" of World War II on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 4th. The event was co-chaired by Dick Bozzone and Rev-
erend Ray Boyd, pastor. 
The four chaplains, sometimes referred to as the "immortal
chaplains" or the Dorchester Chaplains," were killed in action
on February 3, 1943. Along with more than 900 troops, the
crew and several civilians aboard the troop ship SS Dorchester
was part of a convoy bound for Nova Scotia and then north to-
ward Greenland. German subs had wreaked havoc among al-
lied ships, causing huge losses in tonnage since the United
States entered the war on December 7, 1941. On the night of
February 3rd in the frigid waters of the North Atlantic, the Ger-
man submarine U-223 off Newfoundland sighted the convoy
and struck. Chaos broke out on the ship as a torpedo plowed
into the vessel. In the 30 minutes before the ship sank, one of
the greatest examples of ecumenical courage manifested itself. 

The four American Army chaplains on board, all first lieu-
tenants, were Methodist minister the Rev. George L. Fox, Re-
formed Rabbi Alexander D. Goode, Roman Catholic priest
Father John P. Washington and Reformed Church in America
minister the Rev. Clarke V. Poling. These men, seeing four sol-
diers without life jackets, gave theirs to the soldiers and stood
together on the bow of the stricken vessel. They were last seen
joining arms, saying prayers and singing hymns as they went
down with the ship.

Boy Scouts from Troop 334, Montvale, provided the color
guard that was followed by the invocation by Rev. Boyd, the
national anthem by the church musician, Catherine Flynn, and
the recitation of the pledge of allegiance led by Barbara Musso.
Our commander, Joe Collery, welcomed every one and then
Dick Bozzone told the story of the four chaplains. 
Rev. Boyd conducted a candle lighting ceremony honoring
these brave men that included a brief bio of each. After all were
asked to join in singing "America the Beautiful" and the "Navy
Hymn", "Taps" was played, the colors were retired and Rev.
Boyd offered the Benediction. Refreshments were served after
the conclusion of the program.

In 1996, Post 153 post membership achieved its highest
number of members - 496.

The only African American commander of our post was the
late Joseph Farrar. Joe was a lieutenant in the USAF during
the Korean War serving in England. He was a good com-
mander, as well as a fine human being.

Current first VC, John Lynch, who supervises the delegates
for Boys State each year, served in the US Army in the mil-
itary police corps. He is retired from the New York state De-
partment of Justice and served at West Point as an M. P.

Bob Behr also served in the USAF during the Vietnam War.
He does a great job handling various positions for our post.
His wife, Marge, is an active member of our auxiliary and
does a superb job preparing memorial wreathes for Memo-
rial Day and other events.

DID YOU KNOW?

The Sons of The American Legion Squadron 153 hopes that
everyone is doing well as we finish up the winter season,
and look forward to spring, which is just around the corner. 

It is with great sadness that we report that S.A.L. Squadron
member John Stewart lost both his mother and brother re-
cently.  We all share in his sorrow and look to support John
during this most difficult time.  We also ask for prayers for
S.A.L. member Al Quackenbush as he recovers from a dif-
ficult surgery he recently had, and hope he has a speedy re-
covery.

Past Squadron and County Commander Larry McKenna pre-
sented our Annual Donation for the Bergen County Com-
mander’s Project to County Commander Richard Palka
during the February Bergen County meeting.  The Comman-
der’s Project is to support the CAMP4HEROES Project
(Building a Sanctuary for Our Veterans). Commander Palka
recognized Squadron 153 for its continued support and as
an example of a Squadron that is “totally involved and con-
nected” in its support of Veteran projects.

Our new 2018 membership period is still ongoing. We ask
that all Squadron members pay their 2018 dues as quickly
as possible and pick up your new cards.

Please remember that Saturday March 10th  is this year’s
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner/Dance party.  Tickets are still avail-
able in the Dugout for $25. Where can you have such a good
time of eating, drinking and dancing for such a good price?

Our monthly meeting date is the first Thursday of the month
at 7:00 PM in the upstairs hall. All Squadron members
please attend.

S.A.L. REPORT

Post 153 Commander Joe Collery, Reverend Ray Boyd, Dick
Bozzone



Pictured (left to right) John Lynch, Post 1st Vice Commander,
Luke Brouwer, Joe Collery, Post Commander

BOYS STATE

Just a quick reminder that all area high schools have 
received applications for this years Boys State Program. 

Boys State runs  from June 17- 22, 2018. There is an open
application period followed by interviews and selection.
There are also several orientation nights to attend. It is a
once in a lifetime opportunity.

Luke Brouwer, one of last year’s Boys State attendees, has
received his Congressional Nomination to West Point. 
He is a student at St. Joe's Regional HS and distinguished
himself last year at Boys State. Luke spoke with us at our
November Meeting and thanked us for his Boys State ex-
perience which helped him to achieve the Congressional
Nomination. Luke, good luck in your West Point experience
and Army career.

Two long time legionnaires, whose mutual love for baseball,
resulted in a friendship are probably coaching teams now in
heaven. Jim Whitney who served thirty years as a Montvale
policeman died in June, 2016. His wife, Anne, is president of
our Auxiliary unit 153. Jim worked midnight shifts as a patrol
officer so as to be able to coach St Joseph's Regional High
School freshmen baseball team.
Paul Ramasco was a prospect in the minor leagues when the
Korean War began and he enlisted in US Air Force. His skills
on the diamond while in the service came to the attention of
his superiors eschewing a promotion in the USAF. This resulted
in Paulie, after four years in the service, reentering civilian life
and he became a dedicated family man. Over the years he was
a successful coach of Post 153's baseball team.
Meeting Jim Whitney who was the coach at St. Joe's, he asked
Paulie to join him as a JV mentor. Both proved to be devoted
friends who achieved a great deal of success.
By Dick Bozzone
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On Friday, February 23rd, Chief Joseph Madden accepted a
certificate of appreciation from our post in recognition of the
on-going cooperation of the PRPD regarding various events
involving veterans and Post activities.

Pictured (left to right) Dick Bozzone, PC and historian, Chief
Madden and our commander, Joe Collery

Jim Whitney, Paul Ramasco with a championship plaque. Photo
taken in 2007. Jim’s wife Annie is the President of the Auxiliary.

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN



TD BANK  AFFINITY  FUND  RAISER  (AH198)

If you bank with TD Bank you may participate in a no cost to
you or the post affinity fundraiser offered to 501c3 nonprof-
its. You must designate your accounts (business checking,
personal checking, savings, money market, CDs, and retire-
ment accounts) for inclusion in the American Legion Post
153 program. The program code is AH198.  TD Bank will
provide an annual cash contribution to the Post as out-
lined below.

You may designate your accounts for inclusion in the pro-
gram by visiting the branch at 33 S. Kinderkamack Rd,
Montvale bank or contacting them at 201 391 0505 and
speaking to Bill DeBenedetto or Josh.

The Post receives $50 for every new checking account and
$10 for existing accounts. Savings and CD deposits receive
1/10 of 1% of average annual balances.

Information on enrolled accounts is kept strictly confidential and
will not be shared with our Post.

This is a win-win for our members and the Post. Do not pass it
up and enroll today.  If you have a TD Bank account, please call
the branch and enroll. Thanks again for your support.

SICK CALL

The following Post, Auxiliary and S.A.L. members are ailing
and we wish them well.

Jerry Ritz
Fred Parodie
Joe Marigliani

J.J. Fredericks
Robert Bramley
Lyle Garcia

Frank Mahon
Barbara Lucania
Butch Schroeder

GIRL SCOUTS

Dick Bozzone, Catherine Flynn, musician at United Methodist
Church, Lilly LaRocca, a PRHS student who played the flute
and Christina Southard, also a senior at PRHS, who is pro-
moting patriotism as she works to earn her Gold Award, the
highest honor that can be awarded to a Girl Scout.

Left to right.  Scouts: Tommy O’Neill, Christian Lanius, Ryan
Amin, Sean Kearns,  Assistant Scoutmaster Mukesh Amen

BOY SCOUTS

Pictures courtesy of Dee Mackey and Dot Bozzone

 

Troop 334, Klondike Derby Champions 2 Years in a Row! The
Border Patrol won first place at the 2018 Three Rivers District
Klondike Derby, held at Camp Alpine in January. Their almost
perfect score demonstrated their mastery of their scouting skills
that they practice at on every trip and at every meeting year
round. The stations included first aid, knots and lashing, map
and compass and team building. Winning two years in a row
demonstrates the troop’s dedication to the scouting program.

Please mark your calendars for the Troop 334 pasta dinner
scheduled for Friday, April 13 2018.



Free mental health services for veterans/reservists/their families at the
Steven A. Cohen Military Family Clinic at NYU Langone Health

The Steven A. Cohen Military Family Clinic at NYU Langone
Medical Center provides free and confidential individual,
couples, family, and group therapy for veterans and their family
members regardless of discharge status, combat exposure, or
era served. We provide treatment for posttraumatic stress, de-
pression, anxiety, readjustment difficulties, relationship prob-
lems, along with a variety of other challenges military families
may experience. Additional services include treatment for alco-
hol and substance use as well as assessment and treatment of
traumatic brain injury. Our highly skilled clinicians have deep
appreciation for and sensitivity to the military culture and its
unique strengths and challenges and are passionate about help-
ing veterans and military families. The treatment we provide is
flexible and integrative and is rooted in evidence-based princi-
ples. 

Interested individuals can call our intake line at (855) 698-
4677 or e-mail us at: militaryfamilyclinic@nyumc.org. 

Visit our website at: http://nyulangone.org/locations/steven-
a-cohen-military-family-clinic. 

Not located in the NYC area? No problem! Our services are
available via our telemental health program to veterans/re-
servists/National Guard/families anywhere in NY state or CT!

TELEMEDICINE

Telemental Health Program at the MFC provides mental health
care to veterans, service members (from any era and with any
discharge status), and their families in every part of New York
State who are unable to regularly commute to therapy.  Serv-
ices are provided via computer or tablet and can be done in the
privacy of one’s home. 

TBI PROGRAM 

Approximately 300,000 veterans sustained a TBI as a result of
serving in the recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan; 57% were
not evaluated or treated for TBI. Our TBI Program, funded by
NYC City Council, is offering services to fill this gap in treat-
ment. The service offers neuropsychological evaluations, which
help us to understand the relationship between brain and be-
havior. These evaluations offer in-depth assessment of mem-
ory, thinking visually/verbally, attention, problem solving,
planning and mood. The TBI Program also offers cognitive
training, to develop strategies to work around cognitive diffi-
culties. The training consists of 10 weekly meetings for 1-2
hours with a neuropsychologist to learn problem solving, or-
ganizational strategies and memory and attention techniques.
The program also gives the opportunity to learn about how
mood, sleep, and headaches can affect cognitive functioning,
and strategies to work on these domains. The individualized
treatment caters to specific challenges and strengths of each
veteran, guided by the neuropsychological assessment.

CHILD/FAMILY PROGRAM 

Military children are faced with unique stressors related to re-
location, parental separation, family reunification, and reinte-
gration. These stressors may result in disrupted relationships,
behavioral problems, and academic difficulties. Many children
struggle to adjust to their parent’s combat injury (visible or in-
visible) or deal with a parent's death. The MFC Child and Family
Program provides individual child therapy, parent-child therapy,
family therapy, social skills groups for children, and parenting
support workshops. Expressive arts, games, and play are cen-
tral components used to address and process concerns that
impact the whole family. These services are offered to veterans
and current service members as well as families of the fallen.

COUPLES THERAPY 

MFC provides support to couples experiencing relational diffi-
culties, including conflict, sense of disconnection, problems
with communication, and others. Although the majority of mil-
itary families are strong and resilient, stress related to military
service may affect intimate relationships, at times leading to se-
rious problems such as domestic violence and divorce. Using
Emotionally Focused Couples Therapy, our clinicians are here
to help couples restore a sense of connection, safety, and inti-
macy between the partners. Couples do not have to be legally
married to qualify for services.  

ADHD ASSESSMENTS

We provide adult ADHD assessment and treatment for veterans
and their families. Adult ADHD affects approximately 5% of our
nation’s veterans. It can interfere with one’s ability to reach
their goals in academics, their job, and even their family life. 
If you are interested in learning more about our adult ADHD 
assessment and treatment options call Dr. Spray at 
646-754-4822. 

DUAL DIAGNOSIS PROGRAM 

Our Welcome Back Veterans Dual Diagnosis Program, a pro-
gram made possible by the McCormick Foundation and Major
League Baseball, offers flexible, integrative care for veterans,
service members, and their family members struggling with
addiction and comorbid mental health problems. Our harm re-
duction approach provides flexibility in setting treatment plans
and goals, which may vary between patients. Goals may include
reduced harm associated with use to abstinence, and treatment
may include individual therapy, group therapy, and medication
management. The option of offering family and couples therapy
in the context of dual diagnoses treatment offers patients more
comprehensive care and is aligned with research and clinical
notions of the importance of attachment and relationships in
supporting recovery.



COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF LEGION
AND POST FUND RAISER

Mark Saturday April 7th from 7PM to 11PM on your calen-
dars for the 50/50 fundraiser and social event that has al-
ways been very successful and well received by members
of our Post.

The concept is simple and effective:  The Post sells only 100
tickets @ $25 each (first come, first served), awards  maxi-
mum prizes of 25% ($625), 15% ($375) and 10% ($250) of
gross proceeds, and invites ticket purchasers to a buffet of
hot food and a free drink on the night of the drawing. Non
ticket purchasers may join us for a $10 donation. You do not
have to be present to win! You may mail in a check for $25
payable to the Post and give yourself a chance to win.

Comments from past attendees: “fun evening, great time,
plenty of great food and company, when will we do this
again!” 

Tickets will be available for purchase daily at the Dugout.

Proceeds from this event will fund the 100th Anniversary
Celebration of the Legion and our Post. Remember you have
to be in it to win it! Support your Post with this fun filled
evening fundraiser.

We have a new website for the Post. It has only
been up for a few days and it clearly is a work in
progress. Please take a look at it and click on Con-
tact if you wish to send us any comments or sug-
gestions.  Dan Hoffman is our webmaster and we
thank him for getting this website up so quickly.
You may view the website at the web address
below.
www.njalpost153.org

NEW POST WEBSITE

2018 MEMORIAL DAY PARADE

On Monday, May 28, 2018, the annual Memorial
Day parade will kick off at 10:30AM from Memorial
Drive, Montvale. Prior to the parade memorial
services will be held at the post (8:00AM) and
9:00AM in the tri-boro.


