CO-OP RETREAT OF NEW MEXICO, INC.
STANDING RULES

1. A standing rule can be changed at any semi-annual meeting by 51% of the proxies and membership present
and voting. (Approved 10/22/87)
2. Once the members have discussed and voted on an issue at a semi-annual members meeting, either yea or nay, that
decision will remain in effect for a minimum of 24 months. Exception to this requires a 2/3rds majority vote of the
Board of Directors. (Approved 04/01/2003)
3. A self-contained RV shall be defined as being currently licensed and road worthy and having bathing, cooking, and
dishwashing facilities with holding tanks.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Blue wastewater portable holding tank and/or port-a-potty are acceptable.
RV must be left mobile (tires and hitch must be left on and cannot have permanent skirting)
Port-a-potty must be emptied at dump station.
Only biodegradable holding tank products may be used (no formaldehyde).
All sewer connections must be secured by a rubber donut or a screw fitting. (Approved 04/29/92)

4. Ranch House
a. The ranch house rest rooms are not to be used for bathing, shaving, brushing of teeth or washing of hair.
(Approved 04/29/92)
b. Religious services shall not be conducted on co-op property except for special occasions with BOD
approval. Religious studies are allowed. (Approved 04/04/12)
5. Laundry
a. Hair washing is permitted in the laundry room sink. (Approved 04/29/87)
b. Before utilizing the laundry room, sign up for a time on the sign-up board in the laundry room. (Approved
04/29/87)
6. Pets must be kept under control and on a leash. Clean up after them and deposit waste in dumpsters. No animals
are allowed in any of the common buildings except for assistance animals. Therapy dogs are not allowed.
(Approved 11-04-09)
7. Generator hours will be from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm. (Approved 04/29/92) Park quiet hours are from 10:00 pm to
6:00 am. (Approved 04/02/2014)
8. Observe the speed limit of ten (10) miles per hour within the park. Stop at the cattle guard. (Approved 11/11/98)
9. Visitors
a. Boondock camping will be for 28 days in a calendar year, with 30 days out of the boondock area after
any 14 day long stay. (Approved 04/05/2000)
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b. Visitor’s length of stay is determined by Board of Directors.
i) Guidelines:
(1) New Escapee Members (less than 6 months), 14 days.
(2) Others, 30 days.
ii) To extend this stay, visitors must make a request, in writing, not less than 3 days in advance.
(Approved 4/1/2015)
10. Wheeled vehicles are not allowed on the footpaths or dikes. Foot traffic and pets are not allowed on dikes around
The Ranch, except for those doing maintenance work.(Approved 4-1-2015)
11. Corporate Property
a. All donations, which include construction of any type, or which change the general appearance of the
buildings or landscape of the Ranch must have prior approval of the Board of Directors.
b. No member or members can modify or change any common areas in the Ranch without the
approval of the Board Of Directors. (Approved 11-2-11)
c. When a leaseholder passes away, flags will be lowered to half staff for three consecutive days
starting with the day of notification. The Escapees flag will be lowered first, followed by the NM
flag and then the US flag. The flags are to be raised in reverse order-US flag, NM flag and the
Escapees flag. (Approved 11-1-17)
12. Rental Pool
a. In order to qualify for the rental pool, there must be a net availability for lot rental without restrictions of
at least 120 days in a given calendar year. Days of availability will accumulate with the lot, not with the
purchaser. (11/6/2013) A lot will be treated as unavailable for rental when occupied either by the member
or by another Escapee that is given written permission by the respective leaseholder. (Approved
11/08/2000)
b. For a lot to be eligible for rental pool status, member must leave the lot in such a condition that any renter
may have complete use it, with the following exceptions: sheds (storage or water softener), golf carts (set to
back of lot or porch), landscaping or decorative items permanently attached. Patio tables, chairs, etc which
are left out will be considered as available for use by renters. Members must give managers at least seven
(7) days notice, and no more than fifteen (15) days notice when returning to the ranch.(Approved
11/02/2016) Otherwise renters have seven (7) days to move off the lot. (Approved 04/05/2000)
13. Metal sheds shall be constructed of 26 gauge sheet metal or stronger. Metal sheds should have a framework of
wood (2” X 2” or better) or metal (14 gauge “C” purlin or better), either internal or external. Existing sheds are not
affected by this rule and will be allowed to remain on members lots until they are harmed substantially by winds or
replaced by the leaseholder. (Approved 11/06/2001)
14. Parking
a. One self-contained RV per lot shall be allowed per lot. A second RV may be brought on the lot for
loading/unloading for a period not to exceed seven (7) days. For purposes of this standing rule, a selfcontained slide-in camper, on or off the truck, will be considered an RV.
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b. Two passenger vehicles (car/truck) that are licensed and in running condition shall be allowed.
c. Golf carts, motorcycles, motorized and handicapped vehicles shall be allowed, not to exceed two of each
type. No more than three (3) total units per lot shall be allowed.
d. Slide-in campers shall be allowed, provided that they are mounted on the pickup at all times, and provided
that said pickup is the sole means of transportation of the member, except as provided in item a of this
standing rule.
e. A visitor’s car or truck may be parked if space is available. (Approved 11/06/2002)
15. Storage
a. Utility trailers, unattached slide-in campers, unattached pick-up shells, boats, trailers, tow dollies, ATVs,
other rvs, and all other extra vehicles shall be stored in designated storage areas. (4-4-2018)
b. Tow dollies and fifth wheel hitches are allowed to be stored on the lot, provided that they are stored under
the RV. (Approved 11/06/2002)
16. Lot Appearance and Usage
a. Landscaping shall be individual choice, preferably plantings with low maintenance and water
requirements.
b. All plantings shall be appropriately trimmed and planted area be kept weed free.
c. Items that are not part of the landscaping, not used for outdoor enjoyment or not considered RV accessories
shall be stored out of sight.
d. Routine shed and RV maintenance shall be allowed.
e. Short-term construction projects shall be allowed (shed, steps, etc.).
f.

Materials not being used for a project in progress shall be discarded or put in enclosed storage.

g. Construction projects, vehicle repairs etc. shall be completed as rapidly as possible. Tools not in use shall
be put away.
h. Long term activities that produce excessive noise, odors, dust and litter shall not be allowed.
i.

Major mechanical repairs on vehicles by members and/or visitors shall not be allowed. (Approved
11/06/2002)

j.

Members are responsible when present to keep their lot free of weeds and to keep flowers and cactus in
defined beds and weeded. Pre-emerge herbicides “Trifuralin” and post-emergence herbicide “Round-Up”
will be used for weed control when the co-op does weeding during leaseholder absence. Generic
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equivalents may be used. The co-op is not responsible for the care and watering of trees, flower and cactus
beds on individual lots. (Approved 04/05/2006)
k. Padlocks on commercial propane tanks on individual lots are not allowed (11-6-2013)

17. Water Usage
a.

Before washing any vehicle/rig, the member/visitor must obtain the current guidelines from the office and
adhere to them. (approved 04/04/12)

b. Watering of any plants on your own lot must be with captured clean disposal water that has not entered
the disposal system of your rig. This can include faucet water captured while the water stream heats (such
as preparing for bath or shower) or RO unit discard water. (“Grey water” contains kitchen waste or might
share a discharge path with “black water” and so carries some risk of biological contamination or animal
attractants.)
c. There will be no more watering of trees, plants or grass in the common areas.
d. Exceptions may be granted by the Board on a case-by-case basis upon submission of an appropriate written
request. (Approved 04/07/2004)
18.

19,

Use of Ranch Property
a.

Members are responsible for the actions of their guests. Members will receive a warning from the
Manager when a guest violates the park rules. If a guest continues to break the rules, the Manager will
ask the guest to leave the park.

b.

Children must be under the supervision of an adult at all times. Children and other guests are not
allowed on the lot of another member unless they are invited. Children are not allowed in any
building belonging to the Ranch unless accompanied by an adult or having permission of the manager.
(Approved 04/05/2006)

c.

Use of shop by non-leaseholders – Because of liability and insurance issues, only leaseholders are
allowed to use the shop. [Approved 04/02/2009]

Outdoor Fires
a. Grills
Both charcoal and gas grills are permitted.
b. Outdoor Fireplaces
The use of portable devices that substantially enclose the fire such as screened fireplaces, smokers,
chimineas, and hornos are permitted.
c. Campfires/Fire pits
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Campfires must be contained within a sturdy, metal ring that is not permanently anchored so as to
permit removal at the time of lot transfer. In order to permit campfire cooking and to preserve the
aesthetic enjoyment of the fire, the campfire need not be covered by a screen or grate but the following
conditions must be met during the life of the campfire:
1. On the day of the campfire, the host must check the Eddy County Fire Service
Coordinator’s burn ban website (www.co.eddy.nm.us/burnban.html) to insure that
no burn ban is in effect that would prohibit said campfire.
2. The campfire must be closely attended by at least one person free from the
influence of alcohol throughout the life of the fire.
3. A charged garden hose with spray attachment must be at the ready.
4. Only wood free of chemical contamination will be burned. Examples of
contamination include but are not limited to: painted wood, pressure treated
lumber, and plywood. The Eddy County Fire Service Coordinator prohibits burning
of trash.
5. Burning wood must not extend beyond the boundaries of the fire ring.
To ensure the safety of The Ranch, its leaseholders, and its guests, if any of the above conditions are not
met, the fire must be doused with water until all embers are extinguished. [Approved 11/3/10]
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