BYLAWS

of The Connecticut Public Schools Rowing Association, Inc.


Article I
-
Title 

1. The name of this organization shall be The Connecticut Public Schools Rowing Association, Inc. (“CPSRA”) 


Article II
-
Purpose

1. To sponsor an annual championship Regatta for the Connecticut Public Schools Rowing Association 

2. To foster and encourage the sport of rowing in public schools in Connecticut.
Article III
-
Membership 

Provisional Membership 
1. A single Connecticut public school, certified by a recognized New England academic organization, may apply for provisional membership in the CPSRA and may apply for Regular Membership under the conditions outlined below.

2. Application to the CPSRA must be made by the school administration.  Application for membership must be made to the CPSRA before the annual meeting preceding the CPSRA Regatta. Application must include a letter from the administration of the school indicating that the sport is recognized and administered by the school at the club or varsity sport level, that all competitors attend that school, and that they agree to abide by all CPSRA bylaws and regulations.

3. The duration of provisional membership shall not exceed three calendar years from the date of approval.

4. Provisional members may enter the regatta at the 1st novice level.  Any provisional member school, if they would like, may go up to a higher level.  Provisional members cannot regress or stay the same, they must progress one level each year to the 1st varsity level.

5. Provisional members must also follow the provisions for regular members, outlined below.
Regular Membership
1. Only members may vote at the annual meeting.  Each member school has one vote.

2. Any crew rowing in the CPSRA Regatta is eligible for prizes in the event involved.

3. Membership shall be limited to those public schools whose crews are comprised of athletes who matriculate at said public school.

4. Members shall be obliged to pay the dues established by the Officers in a timely manner upon receipt of same.

5. If any school does not attend the annual meeting for two (2) consecutive years, the school will lose its membership and may apply for provisional membership the following year at the annual meeting.

6. All schools will follow their athletic department rules and regulations including athletic department student eligibility requirements and athletic department coaching eligibility requirements.

7. Failure to comply with any of the provisions above can result in ineligibility for that year’s regatta. 

Article IV
-
Meeting 

1. The Association shall hold an annual meeting in the winter of each year.  The date and place for the meeting shall be determined at the previous year’s meeting.

2. The agenda for the meeting shall be prepared by the Executive Committee, and the Secretary shall circulate the agenda before the meeting takes place.  All agenda items must be submitted to the Secretary one week prior to the meeting date.

3. All decisions of the Association shall be made at the annual meeting. Robert’s Rules of Order shall apply at all meetings.

4. All regular business, within the confines of the budget, may be conducted by officers between annual meetings.

Article V
-
Executive Committee

1. There shall be an Executive Committee, which shall conduct the business of the CPSRA, and shall meet before the annual meeting and help to address the issues of the Association. 

2. If necessary, the Executive Committee may be called to meet on the day of the Regatta to handle emergency situations. 

3. The Executive Committee is made up of the President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary.  Any coach at a CPRSA school is eligible to be elected. Terms shall be for three years, with one member’s seats up for election every year.

4. Elections are to be held at the annual meeting. Members of the Executive Committee may be reelected. 

Article VI
-
Officers 

1. The officers of the Association shall be a President, a Vice President, a Secretary and a Treasurer. 

2. The President shall preside at the annual meeting, appoint special committees, carry on the business of the Association, procure head officials for the Regatta, and approve all bills.

3. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of each meeting and send out notices. In the event the President is unable to fulfill his/her duties, the Secretary will act on behalf of the organization.

4. The Treasurer shall collect and have charge of all monies, including entries and entry fees, belonging to the Association, pay all bills and make a report at each meeting of the financial condition of the Association. 
5. The Vice President shall be responsible for administering Article 2, #2.
Article VII
-
Seeding & Regatta Committees 

1. There shall be a Seeding Committee.
 Each of the members of the Committee is responsible for seeding the crews in their event for the Regatta.  Seeding Committee members are elected every year at the annual meeting.  Members of the Seeding Committee may be reelected.

2. There shall be a Regatta Committee, made up of a Regatta Director, his/her assistants, if needed, the Chief Referee and the Executive Committee.   The Regatta Director and the Chief Referee may receive pay or compensation for their work. The amount of payment or compensation shall be determined by the Executive Committee.

3. The Regatta Committee is responsible for the course and the running of the Regatta on race day, and members serve ex-officio on the Executive Committee. Members of the Committee will be selected every year by the Executive Committee and approved by the concurrence of members at the annual meeting. Members may be re-elected. 

Article VIII
-
Finance 

1. The fiscal year of the CPSRA shall be the year January 1st to December 31st, unless otherwise determined by the officers.

2. Depositories- All funds of the CPSRA shall be deposited to the credit of the CPSRA in such bank or depositories and under such terms and conditions as may be determined by the officers.

3. Approved Signatures- All checks, drafts and other orders for the payment of money shall be signed by such officer or officers or agent or agents as shall be thereunto authorized by the officers.

4. Budget - The annual budget of estimated income and expenditures of the CPSRA shall be approved by the membership. No expenses shall be incurred in excess of total budgetary appropriations without prior approval of the officers.

5. Financial Report- A summary report of the financial operation of CPSRA shall be made at least annually in such form as the officers shall prescribe

Article IX
-
Regattas

1. The annual Regatta shall take place on the Sunday before the fourth Saturday of May.

2. The annual Regatta shall be governed by the Laws of Boat Racing of US Rowing, subject however to any rules or regulations adopted by the Connecticut Public Schools Rowing Association

Article X
-
Amendments

1. The CPSRA by-laws may be amended or suspended at the annual meeting of the Association by a majority of those members present.

2. Liability- No officer or employee of the CPSRA shall be liable for any loss or invested funds except by reason of malfeasance or gross neglect of duty.

3. Principal Office – The principal office of the CPSRA shall be located in Guilford, Connecticut. The CPSRA may have other offices within the State of Connecticut as the officers may from time to time determine.

4. Dissolution- Said organization is organized exclusively for charitable purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the organization shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in the purpose clause hereof. 

No substantial part of the activities of the organization shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation and the organization shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this document, the organization shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on 

(a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal code, or 

(b) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170 (c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding Section of any future tax code. 

Upon the dissolution of the organization, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purpose within the meaning of Section  501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose. Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by the Superior Court of the County in which the principal office of the organization is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organizations as said Court shall determine which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes. 

