
Population Change In Norman

Benchmark Number One

DEMOGRAPHICS

Year Population Growth Rate

2021 128,097 0.6%

2020 127,321 1.4%

2010 110,925 1.4%

2000 96,821 1.9%

Moore 53.7% (2.56% annually)

Broken Arrow 44.1% (2.20% annually)

Edmond 39.0% (1.86% annually)

Oklahoma City 34.5% (1.72% annually)

Norman 31.5% (1.57% annually)

Stillwater 22.6% (1.08% annually)



Change in Diversity 

Benchmark Number Two

DEMOGRAPHICS

    2000   2020 

      MINORITY %    MINORITY % 

United States   22.90%  24.2% 

State of Oklahoma  17.41%  26.8% 

 

Oklahoma City   31.6%   35.7%    4.1 

Broken Arrow   14.7%   26.9%  12.2 

Norman   17.7%   25.2%    7.5 

Moore    15.4%    25.1%    9.7 

Stillwater   17.6%   23.1%    5.5 

Edmond   13.5%   20.0%    6.5 

 

Norman is the 3rd most diverse community among the biggest six, and over a 20-

year period Norman’s pace of change is also the third fastest.  

1. Is change taking place at an appropriate pace? If not, what suggestions do you 

have?   

2. Does diversity require assistance, or should it happen naturally?  

3. Does diversity include character and experience, or just race? 



Population Per Square Mile

Benchmark Number Three

DENSITY DEMOGRAPHIC

 

• Norman’s land area is 178.77 square miles. 

 

• In 2000, Norman had a population per square mile of 541 residents. In 2020, that 

had increased to 712 residents per square mile. 

 

• Cities in Oklahoma ranked by population: Density 

1. Oklahoma City    1,126 per square mile 

2. Tulsa     2,097 per square mile  

3. Norman       712 per square mile 

4. Broken Arrow    1,851 per square mile 

5. Edmond     1,119 per square mile 

6. Lawton     1,117 per square mile 

7. Moore     2,913 per square mile 

 

1. If growth is proactively accommodated, should we grow up (urban), out 

(suburbia), or both? 

2. Are there areas in Norman that should be off limits to development?  If so, 

where? 

3. Do undeveloped outdoor spaces attract talent workers to the area the same as 

“developed” spaces (trails, parks, etc.)? 



Per Capita Income 

Benchmark Number Four

ECONOMY

United States   $37,638 

State of Oklahoma  $30,976 

 

Edmond   $48,984   

Broken Arrow   $41,844 

Norman   $33,899  

Oklahoma City   $33,162 

Moore    $32,178 

Stillwater   $23,686 

  

Per capita income (PCI) is a measure of all personal income, from all sources, 

divided by population.  The simplest measure to calculate and compare, Norman’s 

PCI equates to a wage of $16.29/hour.   

 

1. What kinds of jobs pay less than this? 

2. Should Norman focus efforts on jobs that pay more?  

3. Why do Broken Arrow and Edmond have such dramatically higher PCI’s? 

4. Do they have more government and private resources to solve societal issues? 



Annual Percent Job Change

Benchmark Number Five

ECONOMY

 

• Between the years 2000 - 2020, Norman added 11,288 jobs, an increase of 22.6%, 

or 1.13% annually. This rate was 15% slower than that of the Oklahoma City 

MSA (1.30%)  and 7.1% slower than the state of Oklahoma (1.21%). 

 

• Since 2000, for every 100 new residents that have moved to Norman, 36 new jobs 

have been created locally.   

 
 

1. Is Norman creating job opportunities fast enough or are we losing talent to 

other areas? 

 

2. Do we have sufficient sites and buildings to market to wealth-producing 

industries? 

 

3. Are there certain types of businesses that provide greater ROI to the 

community? 



Business Mix

Benchmark Number Six

ECONOMY



Total Retail Sales

Benchmark Number Seven

ECONOMY

Oklahoma City  $10,999,824,000 

Norman    $2,234,066,000 

Broken Arrow    $1,858,447,000  

Edmond               $1,550,993,000  

Moore        $721,079,000      

Stillwater       $770,300,000 

 

Norman has the highest retail sales in Oklahoma, outside of Oklahoma City. However, of 

the Top 15 shopping districts in OKC, Placer AI touts UNP as the # 1 retail center in the 

metro area with 5.1 Million visits during the last six months of 2022.  Westgate 

Marketplace was second with 4.3 million visits, and Penn Square was third at 3.2 million. 

 

1. What percentage of outside visitors do you estimate makes up those 5.1 million? 

2. Because it drives our economy, and city budget, do you have any suggestions for 

increasing retail sales in Norman? 



Median Household Income

Benchmark Number Eight

QUALITY OF LIFE

United States  $69,021 

State of Oklahoma $56,956 

 

Edmond  $87,591 

Broken Arrow  $76,733 

Moore   $68,562    

Norman  $59,866 

Oklahoma City  $59,679  

Stillwater  $37,991 

 

1. Other than Stillwater, Norman is virtually tied near the bottom with OKC in 

Median  Household Income. Why do you think this is the case? 

 

2. What would need to happen to raise that number? 

 

1. What benefits would accrue to Norman? 



People without Health Coverage

Benchmark Number Nine

QUALITY OF LIFE

United States    9.8% 

State of Oklahoma 16.3% 

 

Edmond    9.2%  

Stillwater  10.4% 

Norman  10.9%  

Broken Arrow  12.2%   

Moore   13.4%  

Oklahoma City  16.3%  

  

1. What’s the cost to taxpayers for uncompensated care? 

 

2. What’s the quality of life like for an individual with health issues that can’t 

pay for them? 



Percent of Individuals in Poverty

Benchmark Number Ten

QUALITY OF LIFE

United States   11.6% 

State of Oklahoma  15.6%   

 

Broken Arrow     8.1% 

Moore    10.3% 

Edmond   10.5% 

Oklahoma City   14.9% 

Norman   16.7% 

Stillwater   31.2% 

 

1. Norman and Moore adjoin each other, yet Norman has a poverty rate 44% 

higher than the national average, while Moore is 13% below the national 

average.  Why the huge disparity? 

 

2. What suggestions do you have to lift these individuals up and out of poverty in 

the long-term? 

 

3. What suggestions do you have for short-term assistance while the longer-term 

effort is achieved? 

 



Recreation Programs

Benchmark Number Eleven

QUALITY OF LIFE



Violent Crimes per 1000

Benchmark Number Twelve

QUALITY OF LIFE



Early Childhood Education

Benchmark Number Thirteen

EDUCATION

Percentage of three/four-year-olds enrolled in Pre-K 

 

United States  40.2% 

Oklahoma  39% 

 

Stillwater  49.2 

Moore   44.1  

Edmond  41% 

Norman  39.7 

Oklahoma City  39.2 

Broken Arrow  38% 

 

 

Early childhood development is a critical period in a child's life, laying the foundation for 

future success in school and life. Norman offers a variety of resources to support early 

childhood development. 

 

1) What are some of the most effective early childhood development resources 

offered in Norman, and how can families access them? 

2) What steps is Norman taking to ensure all children in the community? 



Percentage of People with High School Diplomas

Benchmark Number Fourteen

EDUCATION

United States 33.7%

State of Oklahoma 26.8%

Edmond 54.7%

Stillwater 51.1%

Norman 44.9%

Broken Arrow 33.9%

Oklahoma City 32.3%

Moore 27.8%



Percentage of People with Bachelor’s Degrees or Higher

Benchmark Number Fifteen

EDUCATION

United States  33.7% 

State of Oklahoma 26.8% 

 

Edmond  54.7% 

Stillwater  51.1% 

Norman  44.9%  

Broken Arrow  33.9% 

Oklahoma City  32.3%  

Moore   27.8%     

  

 

 

• Similar to Norman’s High School graduation rate, only better, Norman has a 

workforce 68% more educated than Oklahoma on average, and 33% more than 

the US average community.   

 

1. How are we maximizing our advantages to grow our economy? 



Free and Reduced Lunch

Benchmark Number Sixteen

EDUCATION



Philanthropy/United Way Support

Benchmark Number Seventeen

PRIVATE SECTOR LEADERSHIP



Public Transportation

Benchmark Number Eighteen

INFRASTRUCTURE



US Census Bureau QuickFacts data are derived from: Population Estimates, American 
Community Survey, Census of Population and Housing, Current Population Survey, Small Area 
Health Insurance Estimates, Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates, State and County 
Housing Unit Estimates, County Business Patterns, Nonemployer Statistics, Economic 
Census, Survey of Business Owners, Building Permits.
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