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INTRODUCTION:

Sow mortality has significantly increased in the last decade within the U.S. swine industry, a major contributor being
pelvic organ prolapse (POP). The industry is lacking strategies to reduce the occurrence of POP on sow farms because
we do not fully understand the underlying biological causes contributing to the increase of POP. The lowa Pork
Industry Center at lowa State University, with funding from the National Pork Board and the Foundation for Food and
Agricultural Research, had initiated work with U.S. swine breeding herds to identify potential risk factors to direct our
next steps POP research. To help identify POP risk in sows during late gestation, a perineal score (PS) system was
developed, tested, and is being utilized as a research tool.
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