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Shared by  
Elan Winkler 
 
“I owned one of the first 
24 Canaan dogs to be 
imported into the US 
from Israel. Kinnereth 
was born at the seeing 
eye institute in Haifa. 
She was the mother of 7 
beautiful puppies, sired 
by Aleph. She was my 
best friend and the 
smartest dog I’ve ever 
known. She was 65 lbs, 
shaggy coat with one ear 
up and one down… so 
she didn’t meet any of 
the current breed stand-
ards. But an amazing dog 
nonetheless….” 

“Here is an article that 
appeared in our Pitts-
burgh paper with my 
mom, Kinnereth and her 
puppy, Jaron. This was 
1971 (I think).” 

 
Editor’s note: Elan found us 
through the club’s Facebook 
page. She will be sending 
more memories for future 
issues.  
 
If you would like to share 
memories from the past, 
your first CD, or events 
from club history, please 
reach out! 

Blast From The Past! 



PRESIDENT ’S NOTE 
Hello Everyone, Wow 2025 already I hope that 2024 was all that you hoped for. We lost [some] friends and dogs 
and brought some new puppies into the world. It was nice to have more “newbies” helping out with different 
projects and signing up for committees, let’s keep that up, remember it is YOUR club.  
We have some big things happening this year, first we elect new Officers and Board members, if you’re interested 
please reach out to the nomination committee. Our National Specialty will be in San Bernardino, CA., we have 4 or 
5 supported entities, our Agility trails and we should have our FastCat license soon. In October there is the Morris 
Essex show in NJ, it’s a fun show that people dress like 1930’s and only happens every 5 years, along with years 
judge, our own Lorna Menaker who is also judging our NS, should be some good times. Amy Preston & Jen Wise 
have stepped up and [are] now helping with post for Facebook and our website. So if you have POSITIVE news to 
post please reach to them. 
Somewhere on these grounds, is a little child that wants to be just like you someday. You, owe it to them to be the 
best sportsman you can be. 
Be Kind and Smile More. 
Keith Shank 
Enjoying being your President 

THE CANAAN KIBITZER 
WINTER 2025 VOLUME 61, ISSUE 13 

As per the CDCA Constitution & Bylaws, the Board has appointed a Nominating Committee consisting of: Marianne Vargas 
(Chair, Eastern Section), Cathi Oskow (Central Section), and Debbie Friedman (Western Section) with Alternates: Cindy Oxley 
(Eastern Section and Joan Capaiu-Green (Western Section). 

The Committee is to nominate a slate of Officers and Directors for the CDCA who will serve 2 year terms beginning August 
2025. 

The Nominating Committee welcomes any and all input from the Membership.  If you would be interested in a position or have a 
suggestion of someone who might be a good candidate for a position, please contact a member of the Nomi-
nating Committee: 

Mariannne at mfsmith2010@gmail.com 
Cathi at canaanqat@aol.com 
Debbie at cat_sailor@icloud.com 

Nominating Committee for 2025 Elections 

Supported Entries 
March 20 – March 23, 2025, Doswell VA  – Supt. MB-F 
 
Agility Trials 
May 15-18, 2025, Clemson University, Pendleton SC 
November 28-30, 2025, Clemson University, Pendleton SC 

National Specialties 
2025—see elsewhere in this issue—May 21-26, 2025—San Bernadino CA 
2026— July 16-19, 2026, Concord NC 
2027 — applications being accepted. Please contact any officer FMI. 

Club notes 
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Member Of The Year (MOTY) 

and 

Dog Of The Year (DOTY) 

 

2024 Member Of The Year (MOTY) and Dog Of The Year (DOTY) nominations are now open!  

Nominations should be emailed to Laura Fochtmann at lfochtmann@gmail.com no later than March 15, 2025. For both MOTY 
and DOTY, a photo of the nominee either in hard copy print or electronic format (preferably JPEG) should be included with the 
nomination. All hardcopy photos will be returned. 

MEMBER OF THE YEAR  

Please send your nomination of 250 words or less explaining why a past or present CDCA member should be honored for his/her 
past and/or current contributions to the breed and/or club. Nominations of recently deceased candidates will be accepted. If more 
than one person would like to co-nominate the same candidate, that co-nomination may be an additional 250 words maximum, for 
a total of no more than 500 words for the candidate’s overall nomination.  

DOG OF THE YEAR  

Please send your nomination of 250 words or less explaining why this dog should be honored for his/her past and/or current con-
tributions to the breed. Please include all of the dog’s titles, breeder, and sire and dam names; this information is not counted in 
the final word tally of the nomination.  

Once received, if the nomination is that of a dog that you do not own, the owner will be contacted to allow him/her to send in a 
co-nomination statement about the dog for inclusion in the ballot, not to exceed 250 words for a maximum total of 500 words. 
Please note, if you nominate a dog you own or co-own, only the initial write up (max. 250 words) will be published. 

If there is more than one candidate for either DOTY or MOTY, ballots will be e-mailed to members. A ballots will only be sent by 
US Postal Service if we do not have an email address for a member. Otherwise, a single nomination in either category by the dead-
line will be declared the winner as confirmed by the Board of Directors. If no nominations are received for an award, we cannot 
present an award in that category. Winners will be announced at the 2025 National Specialty awards banquet.  

For further information or to submit an application, contact Laura Fochtmann at lfochtmann@gmail.com.  
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New Titles – OCTOBER 2024 THROUGH JANUARY 2025  

Dog’s Registered Name       Owner(s)                 Date Titled 
 
AKC GRAND CHAMPION GOLD 
GCHG CH Revelation Adiva Aviva Of Samara    Pamela S. Rosman & Philip R Vulliet 11/02/2024  
 
AKC GRAND CHAMPION SILVER 
GCHS CH Jaykay Fearless Defender At Bandersnatch Rosendogs FDC TKN  Amanda Pough & Judy March Rosenthal 11/09/2024  

AKC GRAND CHAMPION BRONZE 
GCHB CH Eastlands Revelation Ellenni Ephraim Hadash FCAT CGC FITB Cynthia Dodson & Lenni Brett Cipriotti & David Golden 
               09/14/2024 
GCHB CH River Rock Unanimous Decision FCAT TKN   Christina Miller & Lorna Hastings Menaker & Alison Byrne  
           & Anne Barclay   10/10/2024  

AKC GRAND CHAMPION 
GCH CH Eastlands Revelation Ellenni Zarah Hadash      Marianne Vargas & Lenni Brett Cipriotti & Richard Vargas 
               09/13/2024 
 
AKC CHAMPION 
CH D&J Ha'Aretz On My Radar      Donna Davison & Jackie Davison  12/07/2024  
 
AKC BEGINNER NOVICE OBEDIENCE 
Riverrock Gemari Desert Star Zion's Hawk BN RI FDC DCAT   Denise A Gordon    11/30/2024 

AKC RALLY INTERMEDIATE 
CH Kansas Late Day Sharav BN RI BCAT THDN CGC TKN ATT  Lee Boyd    10/13/2024 
 
AKC FAST COURSING ABILITY TEST – 150 POINTS (BCAT) 
CH River Rock A Swarm Of Bees BCAT TKN    Christina Miller & Allan Miller   11/26/2024 
 
AKC FAST COURSING ABILITY TEST – 500 POINTS (DCAT) 
D&J Ha'Aretz Don'T Get Cocky DCAT TKN    Donna Davison & Jackie Davison  10/26/2024 
 
AKC FAST COURSING ABILITY TEST – 1,000 POINTS (FCAT) 
Nizzana This Is D'Way Rivroc FCAT TKN    Christina Miller & Brandy Oats  09/27/2024 
Ha'Aretz Yod Phoenix CA FCAT FITB     Ashley Hatfield     09/29/2024 
 
AKC FAST COURSING ABILITY TEST 10 
GCH CH River Rock Karizma Xocial Distancing CAA FCAT10 CGC TKN ATT VSWI FITB  
          Christina Miller     11/16/2024 
 
AKC FIT DOG GOLD 
Ha'Aretz Yod Phoenix CA FCAT FITG     Ashley Hatfield     10/24/2024 
 
AKC FIT DOG SILVER 
Ha'Aretz Yod Phoenix CA FCAT FITG     Ashley Hatfield     10/24/2024 
Caliente Desert Wanderer CD RE NAJ CGC TKE FITS    Gary M Peterson    11/14/2024 
 
AKC FIT DOG BRONZE 
Odyssey's Murphy Of Farsight At Chapterhouse FITB    Jennie L La Prade   12/05/2024 
 
AKC SCENT WORK BURIED NOVICE 
Pleasant Hill Desert's Grace RN NJP NFP ACT1 SCN SBN RATO TKP FITB 
          Deborah Friedman    12/02/2024 
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OFA Test Results: June-October 2024 
Line in bold italics signifies the dog has a CHIC number  

Registration Name  Results OFA_# 

DN71897701 D&J HA'ARETZ DON'T GET COCKY DEGENERATIVE 
MYELOPATHY CLEAR/NORMAL CA-DM317/33M-PI 

DN51320701 HA'ARETZ YOD PHOENIX CANINE HEALTH CHIC 200729 

DN74110003 HERITAGE NOW YOU SEE ME EYES NORMAL CA-EYE130/22M-VPI 

DN66509602 MAZEL TOV A NEW HOPE PAW-
DAWAN EYES NORMAL CA-EYE131/46F-VPI 

DN62474903  RIVER ROCK KARIZMA XENO AFFAIR  

ELBOW NORMAL CA-EL278F53-C-VPI 

PATELLA NORMAL CA-PA219/53F/P-VPI 

HIPS GOOD CA-619G53F-C-VPI 

DN48281802 RIVER ROCK UNANIMOUS 
DECISION CANINE HEALTH CHIC 144274 

DN55930304 TAHOE ASCEND'S LADY FREYA OF 
HIGH DESERT CANINE HEALTH CHIC 175381 

AKC SCENT WORK CONTAINER NOVICE 
Pleasant Hill Desert's Grace RN NJP NFP ACT1 SCN SBN RATO TKP FITB 
          Deborah Friedman   12/01/2024 
 
AKC NOVICE TRICK DOG 
Bandersnatch Triple R Go Forth And Have No Fear TKN   Jennifer Wise & Amanda Pough & Amy Preston 
               12/31/2024 
Riverrock Gemari Desert Star Zion's Hawk BN RI FDC DCAT CGC TKN 
          Denise A Gordon   12/21/2024  
 
AKC FARM DOG CERTIFIED 
CH River Rock A Swarm Of Bees FDC TKN    Christina Miller    09/13/2024 
 
AKC CANINE GOOD CITIZEN 
Cando Dex On The Beach RN RATS CGCA CGCU TKA   Cristina Garland & Kaelin Sweet  09/21/2024 
Riverrock Gemari Desert Star Zion's Hawk BN RI FDC DCAT CGC TKN 
          Denise A Gordon   12/21/2024 

 

New Titles – OCTOBER 2024 THROUGH JANUARY 2025, Con’t 
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Tackling Obesity in Dogs 
By Sharon Albright, DVM, CCRT Manager of Communications & Veterinary Outreach, AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion 
 

Posted at:  
https://www.akcchf.org/educational-resources/library/articles/CHF-Discoveries-Winter-2025-WEB.pdf and accessed 
02/16/2025 
 

As a new year begins, many people make – and break – New Year’s resolutions regarding their weight and health. 
Setting aside any judgments on this practice, maintaining your dog at a healthy weight is always a worthy commit-
ment. According to a 2022 survey by the Association for Pet Obesity Prevention, 59% of U.S. dogs are estimated to 
be overweight or obese.  
 
This staggering statistic has significant implications for canine health. In dogs, as in humans, obesity is an inflamma-
tory condition that affects the heart, joints, kidneys, and skin, and even contributes to the development of cancer. 
Addressing obesity first reduces fatty tissue levels and the associated inflammation, which can lead to the improve-
ment or resolution of other health issues.  
 
Obesity can even impact a dog’s lifespan. A laboratory study1 by Nestle Purina Petcare showed that Labrador Re-
trievers fed 25% less than their free fed littermates developed chronic diseases such as arthritis at a later age and 
lived up to two years longer. A more recent study2 of North American pet dogs also found that healthy-weight dogs 
outlived their overweight peers by up to two and a half years. Since we all want to spend more quality time with our 
beloved dogs, prioritizing a healthy weight is essential to ensuring a longer, happier life together.  
 
If your dog is already overweight, decreased calorie intake and increased exercise are the mainstay of an effective 
treatment plan. Since this approach takes time and dedication from the owner and the veterinary team, scientists 
are looking for additional tools to help dogs achieve a healthy weight faster.  
 
One promising avenue is being studied at The Ohio State University where AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF)-
funded researchers are investigating fecal microbiota transplantation (FMT) (CHF Grant 02723: Scientific and Clini-
cal Assessment of Fecal Microbiota Transplant in Obese Dogs: SLIM Study). The intestinal microbiota—a communi-
ty of bacteria, fungi, and other microscopic organisms in the digestive tract—plays a signifi-
cant role in metabolism and weight management. Studies in humans and rodents suggest 
that the intestinal microbiota contributes to obesity and weight management. FMT aims to 
transfer microbes that promote a lean body weight into overweight dogs, offering a novel 
approach to treating obesity.  
 
“Obesity is a disease. We need to treat it as such and give it the appropriate level of atten-
tion,” says Principal Investigator Dr. Janessa Winston.  
 

The SLIM Study is just one example of CHF-funded research working to develop more effective treatment and pre-
vention strategies for canine diseases like obesity. Learn more about this important work at akcchf.org/research.  
 
1. Kealy RD, Lawler DF, Ballam JM, Mantz SL, Biery DN, Greeley EH, Lust G, Segre M, Smith GK, Stowe HD. Effects of diet restriction on life span and age-
related changes in dogs. J Am Vet Med Assoc. 2002 May 1;220(9): 1315-1320. https://doi.org/10.2460/ javma.2002.220.1315.  
2. Salt C, Morris PJ, Wilson D, Lund EM, German AJ. Association between life span and body condition in neutered client-owned dogs. J Vet Intern Med. 2019; 
33: 89–99. https://doi.org/10.1111/jvim.15367 

A short and sweet note this issue. While we haven’t had the FEET of snow like north of us (the facility of the 2016 NS Herding 
Test is one of the towns inundated), we still have seen flakes falling every. single. day. of this calendar year. Happily our house 
gets just enough wind to reduce the total amount of shoveling needed; it all ends up on one side of the house instead of the front 
walk and cars. Sun has been in short supply, but so welcomed when it does appear. Finishing this issue while the sun is out inspires 
me to wrap it up quickly!  

Hope you are getting the sun you and your dogs need this winter, and that spring is less muddy than normal. Pat your dogs, and 
mean it. 
- Amanda 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

https://www.akcchf.org/educational-resources/library/articles/CHF-Discoveries-Winter-2025-WEB.pdf
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How Does Wildfire Smoke Affect Dogs? 

 

By AKC Staff 
Updated: Jan 09, 2025 | accessed 02/16/2025 

When wildfires ravage an area, both humans and pets are at risk of being displaced and inhaling dangerous amounts of smoke. 
Remember — if you feel the effects of smoke, your pets probably do, too. And if you ever have to evacuate your home, your 
pets should always go with you. 

If you’re in an area impacted by wildfires or smoke, don’t panic. Here’s how to prepare for an emergency, protect your dog 
from dangerous air quality, and evacuate safely. 

What To Do With Your Pets When the Air Is Smoky 

During wildfires, the air quality is often dangerous and hazardous to breathe. Some experts estimate that breathing in smoke-
filled air for a whole day can be equivalent to smoking about seven cigarettes per day — and that’s for a human! Puppies and 
senior dogs may be especially at risk of inhaling too much smoke. 

Here’s what to do if you experience poor air quality due to smoke: 
Keep your pets inside as much as possible, with your windows shut 
If your dog needs to go to the bathroom, only let them out for short periods of time 
Avoid long walks and activities outdoors 
Watch for signs of smoke inhalation 
Remember: there are many ways to 
keep your pets busy and active while 
indoors! 

Signs Your Pet May Have Inhaled 
Too Much Smoke 

Call your veterinarian right away if 
your dog exhibits any of the follow-
ing symptoms: 
Coughing 
Trouble breathing 
Wheezing or loud breathing 
Fatigue or disorientation 
Reduced appetite 
Reduced thirst 
Red eyes, excessive tearing or blinking, or pawing at eyes, which could indicate cornea trauma 

Do Face Masks Protect Dogs Against Smoke? 

While many people have worn face masks as a way to combat the spread of COVID-19, they can also be a tool for protecting 
humans against poor air quality. However, no evidence has been seen that masks protect against carbon monoxide, carbon 
dioxide, and cyanide, which are some of the most dangerous aspects of smoke inhalation. Not enough research has been done 
to support masks’ possible effectiveness with regards to protecting animals. The best plan is to keep both you and your pets 
indoors as much as possible. 

Preparing Your Pets for Fire Evacuation 

It’s important to remember that your pets are a part of your family, so if you have to evacuate, your animals should go with 
you. This is why you should have an evacuation plan ready before you even think you may need it. 

Make sure your dog is microchipped. A microchip allows veterinarians and shelter workers to scan your pet and access your 
contact information. A microchip could prove an essential part of reuniting you with your dog if you get separated. Keep your 
dog’s microchip registration up to date with your most recent phone number and address. 

But don’t forget the low-tech option, too. Your dog should be wearing a collar with up-to-date identification tags. Finally, 
have copies of all your dog’s important documents.  
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Consider including: 
Vaccination certificates and most recent heartworm test results 
Information about any health concerns, medications, or behavior problems 
Contact information for your veterinarian 
Identification information, including proof of ownership and a current photo of you with your dog (in case your dog gets lost) 

Pack a Fire Evacuation Kit 

A pet disaster preparedness kit should include everything your dog will need in an emergency evacua-
tion. Consider your dog’s basic needs, safety, and any medical issues. Keep it in an easy-to-carry wa-
terproof container and store it where you can easily get to it. 

Your dog’s go-bag should include items such as: 
Bottled drinking water (during an emergency, tap water can be contaminated) 
Food in waterproof containers or cans. Consider choosing dog food in pop-top tins or pack a can 
opener. Bring enough for at least two weeks. 
Food and water bowls 
Prescription medications and other required health supplies, such as flea and tick medication and 
heartworm preventatives 
Dog first-aid kit 
Poop bags and other clean-up supplies 
Familiar items like toys, bedding, and blankets to comfort your dog 
Stress-relieving items like an anxiety vest or calming sprays if your dog is prone to anxiety 

How To Evacuate With a Dog 

Always bring your pets with you when evacuating your home. Pack your pet’s emergency kit and documents and make sure 
you have a pet-friendly place to stay. Whether you’re staying with family, at a shelter, or a pet-friendly hotel, there are several 
options for traveling with your pets. 

In the unfortunate event that you are separated from your pet or lose your pet, contact AKC Reunite. Above all, stay vigilant, 
stay indoors if you can, and call your veterinarian if you notice any changes in your dog. 

This article is intended solely as general guidance, and does not constitute health or other professional advice. Individual situa-
tions and applicable laws vary by jurisdiction, and you are encouraged to obtain appropriate advice from qualified professionals 
in the applicable jurisdictions. We make no representations or warranties concerning any course of action taken by any person 
following or otherwise using the information offered or provided in this article, including any such information associated with 
and provided in connection with third-party products, and we will not be liable for any direct, indirect, consequential, special, 
exemplary or other damages that may result, including but not limited to economic loss, injury, illness or death. 

BRAG BOX 

Becca earned her AKC Scent Work Novice Interior, Container, and Buried Titles, and 2 legs towards her Nov-
ice Exterior title in just 2 trials.  She Q’d in 15 of 17 searches!    Super proud of her (and myself as she is my 
first scent sport dog and learning to let her lead is my challenge)!!!  
- Debbie Friedman 

 
‘Thank you and well done to all the competitors who made it to Westminster 2025, it was a beautiful collection of dogs well-
presented to the fancy. The breed results are in! 
Congratulations: 
Best of Breed: GCHG CH Revelation Adiva Aviva Of Samara "Estee" 
Best of Opposite Sex: CH Woodland West's Front Runner "Balto" 
Select Dog: GCHS CH Revelation Aharon Aviv BCAT CGC TKN "Aharon" 
Select Bitch: GCHS CH Jaykay Fearless Defender At Bandersnatch Rosendogs FDC TKN "Lexi" 
Award of Merit: GCHB CH River Rock Unanimous Decision FCAT TKN "Datak"‘ 
- posted on the CDCA FB page 02/13/2025 
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Canaan Dog Club of America (CDCA) 

www.cdca.org 

Officers & Directors:  
Term of Office 8/1/2023-7/31/2025 

President  Keith Shank 
         kshank01@msn.com 
Vice President  Annette Israel   
         ELCanaans93@gmail.com 
Recording Secretary Marianne Smith Vargas 
          mfsmith2010@gmail.com 
Corresponding Sect Cynthia Dodson 
          cyn.dodson@gmail.com 
Treasurer  David Golden 
           david.golden@live.com 
Director East  Dave Pohl 
           dwpohl@verizon.com  

Director Central Melinda Linton 
          candogml@aol.com 
Director West  Richard Vuillet 
          prvulliet@ucdavis.edu 
Director  Liora BenSorek 
          dcalee@verizon.com 
 

Committee Chairs 
Agility     Dan & Julie Haddy  
AKC Delegate    Pamela Stacey Rosman  
Awards and Versatility  Laura Fochtmann 
Breeder Referral    Sally Armstrong  
Facebook    Cynthia Dodson 
Health     Donna Davison  
Herding    Denise Gordon  
Judges Education   David Golden 
Legislation    N B Woolf & J C Greene  
Publicity & Public Ed, AKC Meet The Breeds and AKC Gazette  
    R Vuillet  
Membership    Debbie Friedman  
Ways and Means    Annette Israel 
Web     Roberta Moore   

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views 
of the CDCA.  This newsletter is an open forum and all comments 
and contributions are welcome, but subject to the editor’s discre-
tion.  Content that is deemed inappropriate or libelous by the editor 
will not be published. 
 

Any veterinary advice distributed in this newsletter should always 
be discussed with your veterinarian prior to implementation.  The 
intent of this newsletter is to be informative and becomes a histori-
cal document that reflects the breed and the CDCA. 

The Canaan Kibitzer 
Newsletter of the 

Canaan Dog Club of America 

Editor:  Amanda Pough  
Publishers: Amanda Pough & Roberta Moore 

Publishing Dates (Goals):  July 1, November 1, March 1 

Content & Advertising Deadlines:  June 1, October 1, and Febru-
ary 1. 

Contributing Writers & Advertisers: akc.org; akcchf.org; 
akcppb.org; CDCA; T Cassel; L Fochtman; D Friedman; D Gordon; L 
Menaker; C Miller; OFA.org; S Ott; A Pough; K Shank; R Vulliet; E 
Winklet; J Wise & A Preston & A Pough 
 
Reprint Policy:  Please credit The Canaan Kibitzer and an original 
source by-line (if any).  Send a copy of the reprint to Amanda Pough, 34 
Michigan Hollow Road, Spencer NY 14883 or cdca.kib@yahoo.com 

Submission Guidelines: 
Show reports:  Please keep all-breed show reports to one page; or less 
if you are including photographs. 

Special events:  Specialties or supported entry shows, will be allotted 
more space and handled on a case by case basis.  If you would like to 
cover a special event, please inform the Editor in advance. 

Photos:  Always welcome, even without an article.  High resolution 
digital photos are preferred. 

Ads:  Printed as-is, so please proof them carefully. 

Rates:  All ads should be in electronic format.  Photos must be 300dpi 
or greater. 

 Color Sponsorship US$200.00 
    (both covers plus 4 page spread) 

  FULL Color Front Cover US$  70.00 
 Front Cover  US$  50.00 
  Rear Cover  US$  40.00 
  Full Page  US$  30.00 
  Half Page  US$  15.00 
  Quarter Page  US$    7.50 
  “Brag Box” (no photo) FREE 
  Whelping Box  US $  20.00/yr 
         (up to 10 listings) 
 
All ads must be paid in advance.  Make checks/money orders payable to 
CDCA.  Send fees to David Golden, 4262 Altavista Ln, Marshall VA 
20115  

Submissions are due midnight 6/1, 10/1 and 2/1.  Special exceptions 
may be arranged as needed.  Submissions that are not time-sensitive may 
be held for future issues at the editor’s discretion.  1 page = 500 words, 
1/2 page = 250 words. Newsletter submissions only to:  
cdca.kib@yahoo.com 
 
 

mailto:recording-secretary@cdca.org
mailto:director-central@cdca.org


18  

 

2025 NYC Meet The Breeds 

Report to the Board from Richard Vulliet 

The club’s presentation at Meet the Breeds went well with good action at the 
booth.  Early estimates were that about 40,000 people attended. Fortunately, 
we had David Pohl, Tom Cassel, Ashley Hatfield, Chris (came with Ashley), 

Lorna Menaker, Pamela Rosman (on Sunday only) and myself present cover.  In two very full, exhausting 
days, we passed out approximately 250 informational flyers and 250 business cards with a QR code with 
directions to the CDCA website to those we thought were serious lookers. About 500 stickers  were passed 
to most of the kids that walked by.  The stickers had “Canaan Dogs Rule” printed over pictures of promi-
nent CDs who are no longer actively being shown or have passed. 

 In addition, I had eight relevant photos (attached) blown up to 11” x 14” prints and mounted on dis-
play foam board.  These turned out to be very useful while talking to attendees about the virtues of CDs. 
For example, one photo has Dugma, one of our breed’s founders, and Magnum adjacent to each other. The 
similarity of Magnum’s and Dugma’s body morphology 
demonstrates the key point that the CDCA is successfully 
“breeding to preserve”, not vanity issues associated with 

many other breeds. Another key point is that Dugma was “rescued” (not the term 
that was originally used, but the current term) from the desert by the Menzels. 
Most of the other photos are self-explanatory. 

The photo with the two CDs on the lion hunt is a paradigm shifter. There probably 
haven’t been lions on the Arabian Peninsula for 
over 2000 years. The authors who found these 
rock etching images estimate them to be ap-
proximately 8,000 years old, although it is diffi-
cult to accurately age rock etchings. If they are 
CDs and if they helped hunt lions, that changes their role from herding dogs to working/
sporting dogs in the AKC categorization-not that we need to change it. National Geographic, 
Science, and Smithsonian magazines, in secondary reports of this discovery, all reported these 
images as the oldest recorded images of dogs found to date and as CDs. If they are 8,000 years 
old, that predates Moses, the writing of the Torah and possibly the Garden of Eden. These 
etchings are located about 700 miles west of the junction of the Tigris and Euphrates river; a 
site that most think was the location of the Garden of Eden. Free ranging canids could easily 
distribute over this distance in their drive to 
establish their own territory. Thus, we have 

temporal and geographic co-localization with one of the best known biblical 
sites. All, we have an incredibly unique, bou-
tique dog housed in “a plain brown paper 
wrapper”. Donna Dodson’s words on this 
topic were “CDs are a very generic looking 
dog” with a phenomenal history. 

A young lady came up to me while I was 
working the booth. I started my spiel about 
CDs and she stopped me by saying she already 

had a CD. Apparently, she had come to MTBs two or three years earlier, was 
sold on the dogs and purchased one from Amy before she moved to FL.  I wish I 
had more time to chat with her but at the time the booth was four people 
deep.  That is one dog that we “placed” through MTBs. Hopefully there are or will be many more. 
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 Given that most of the printing was done at my house, the CDCA did not incur extensive expenses.  Blowing up the photos cost 
less than $20 per photo. All the printing was done on already purchased Avery Business form stock using my home large-ink cham-
ber printer. The $1,000 stipend from the AKC will be divided among David Pohl, Ashley, Chris and Tom. Lorna, Pamela and I 
waived reimbursements for any of our expenses. We all verbally agree to this distribution. 

I will not chair an east coast MTBs again, although I may be willing to participate. Being 3,000 miles away is an incredible burden. 
There were too many things that I wish I had brought with me that I didn’t. If there are west-coast MTBs, I may be willing to coor-
dinate them. I asked Tom if he would be willing to coordinate NYC MTBs next 
year and he indicated that he might be willing if he was approved by the 
BoD. 

Editor’s note: 2025 NYC MTB photos courtesy Lorna 
Menaker; historical photos courtesy Richard Vulliet; photos 
of CDs in action supplied by club members for the booth. 
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